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WHAT  THE  SEER  SEES 

As  he  makes  his  bow  upon  the  stage  of  journalism  for  the  blind,  The 
Seer  beholds  a  host  of  veteran  publishers  already  arrayed  in  this  arena. 
To  these  pioneers  and  prophets,  he  makes  respectful  obeisance,  especially 
to  the  Outlook  For  The  Blend,  The  Mathilda  Zeigler  Magazine, 
The  Courier,  Progress,  The  Teacher,  Hora  Jucunda  and  The  Beacon. 
It  is  his  hope  to  emulate  in  some  small  measure  the  service,  which  these 
journals  have  given  the  blind  of  the  English-speaking  world  and  to  con- 
tribute from  the  angle  of  local  work  for  the  blind  something  more  concrete 
perhaps  than  is  within  the  possibilities  of  the  more  pretentious  journals. 

To  this  end,  The  Seer  will  furnish  an  outlet  for  the  opinions  of  the 
Directors  and  Staff  Officers  of  each  of  its  thirteen  Branches  on  matters 
pertaining  to  work  for  the  blind.  It  will  present  these  opinions  with  or 
without  editorial  comment,  subject  always  to  the  policies  of  the  parent 
organization.  It  will  stand,  in  general,  for  the  prevention  of  needless 
blindness,  and  for  the  welfare  of  blind  people.  Specifically,  The  Seer  will 
work  incessantly  for  the  employment  of  blind  people  of  executive  ability 
whenever  opportunity  affords  in  positions  of  responsibility,  both  within 
and  without  the  sphere  of  work  for  the  blind.  In  particular,  will  The  Seer, 
demand  of  blind  people  themselves,  not  only  the  preparation  necessary  for 
the  assumption  of  administrative  work,  but  also  a  due  sense  of  the  responsi- 
bility so  essential  on  the  part  alike  of  the  seeing  and  the  blind  to  such  as- 
sumption. In  the  foregoing,  The  Seer  is  reflecting  accurately  both  the 
purposes  and  practices  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Pennsylvania  As- 
sociation for  the  Blind,  as  well  as  of  the  Boards  of  Directors  of  its  Branches. 
Moreover,  he  is  persuaded  that  there  is  nowhere  else  in  the  world  of  work 
for  the  blind,  an  organization  .adminstered  through  as  many  Branches  as 
is  his  Association,  in  which  blind  and  partially  blind  executives  play  so 
large  a  part. 

The  Trustees  and  Staff  of  the  Association  at  large  will  find  expression 
through  these  columns;  and  space  will  be  given,  as  opportunity  affords, 
for  brief  mention  of  matters  pertaining  to  the  blind  beyond  the  borders  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania.  A  quarterly  review  of  the  work  done 
by  the  Association  as  a  whole,  will  be  given  in  each  issue,  and  a  special 
effort  will  be  made  to  develop  a  sense  of  solidarity,  or  group  consciousness, 
among  the  Association's  far-flung  Branches. 

Mr.  S.  Mervyn  Sinclair,  Executive  Director  of  the  State  Council  for  the 
Blind,  greets  The  Seer,  as  follows: — 
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"I  am  very  happy,  indeed,  to  have  the  privilege  of  welcoming  the  first 
issue  of  The  Seer.  I  cannot  help  but  feel  that  the  publication  in  this  little 
pamphlet  every  three  months  of  the  work  done  by  each  of  the  units  of  your 
Association,  will  do  much  for  the  advancement  of  greater  service  to  the 
blind  of  Pennsylvania.  As  a  medium  for  the  interchange  of  ideas,  it  should 
bring  about  a  better  understanding  and  a  stronger  feeling  of  unity.  All  of 
us,  I  am  sure  will  feel  proud  to  have  this  record  of  the  achievements  of  the 
Association  sent  out  in  this  form  to  other  agencies  for  the  blind  throughout 
the  country.  The  knowledge  that  the  eyes  of  so  many  are  on  you  will 
constantly  stimulate  every  member  of  your  organization  to  even  greater 
effort.     My  best  wishes  for  your  ever  increasing  success." 

Our  long-time  friend  and  co-worker,  Hon.  Henry  E.  Lanius,  State 
Senator  from  York  County,  makes  the  following  statement: — 

"It  is  with  much  satisfaction,  I  note  that  the  first  quarterly  number  of 
your  little  magazine  is  about  to  appear.  For  years  I  have  felt  the  need  of 
such  a  publication.  It  will  be  a  great  advantage  to  those  in  work  for  the 
blind,  under  your  supervision,  for  it  will  encourage  a  frequent  exchange  of 
ideas  that  cannot  but  prove  helpful. 

Assuming  that  you  may  find  it  possible  to  send  an  occasional  copy  to 
each  member  of  the  Legislature  and  to  such  officials  as  may  be  interested 
in  welfare  endeavor,  I  feel  that  such  connection  in  way  of  contact  through 
your  magazine  must  result  in  a  more  comprehensive  understanding  on  the 
part  of  the  Legislature  as  to  the  scope  and  scientific  character  of  the  methods 
applied.  It  must  also  result  in  effecting  a  bond  of  sympathetic  understand- 
ing and  cooperation  much  to  be  desired  by  all  in  work  for  the  blind. 

I  most  heartily  approve  of  this  new  magazine  and  I  trust  that  it  will 
be  well  supported  by  all  concerned." 

Special  attention,  on  the  part  of  our  readers,  is  called  to  the  Recom- 
mendations Pages  27  to  31,  of  the  Fifth  Annual  Conference  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Association  for  the  Blind,  held  at  Harrisburg,  October  6  and  7,  1930, 
in  which  Conference  all  Branches  of  the  Association  participated  to  the 
extent  to  which  they  were  able. 

Attention  is  also  called  to  the  "News  Items  from  Our  Branches,"  pages 
9  to  25,  and  particularly  do  we  take  pleasure  in  referring  you  to  our  dedi- 
catory page  (3). 

In  the  resignation  from  the  Chairmanship  of  our  Dauphin  County 
Branch  and  the  removal  to  a  sister  State  of  our  able  and  sympathetic 
worker,  Lion  H.  H.  Suender,  The  Seer  regrets  the  loss  of  one  of  our  most 
interested  officers.  Our  wishes  go  with  Mr.  Suender  for  the  utmost  success 
in  his  new  field  of  activity.  It  is  fitting  at  this  point  to  pay  full  tribute  to 
the  excellent  service  being  rendered  by  the  Lions  of  Pennsylvania  in  work 
for  the  blind. 

The  Seer  sees  with  much  pleasure,  the  action  of  the  Association  at  its 
Annual  Meeting  in  making  Mrs.  Moses  Ruslander,  Honorary  President, 
a  courtesy  wholly  due  her,  because  of  long,  efficient  years  of  service. 

Especially  is  your  attention  called  to  the  following  notice  of  the 

WORLD  CONFERENCE  ON  WORK  FOR  THE  BLIND 

In  March  1930  President  Hoover  issued  invitations  to  fifty  countries, 
asking  them  to  send  delegates  to  a  World  Conference  on  Work  for  the  Blind 
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to  be  opened  in  New  York  City,  April  13th  of  this  year.  These  invitations 
were  sent  out  at  the  request  of  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind, 
The  American  Association  of  Instructors  of  the  Blind,  and  The  American 
Association  of  Workers  for  the  Blind.  Delegates  from  thirty  countries 
have  announced  their  intention  of  being  present,  and  we  expect  representa- 
tives from  several  others. 

This  Conference  will  give  American  workers  for  the  blind  a  most  unusual 
opportunity  to  familiarize  themselves  with  activities  in  behalf  of  the  blind 
in  other  countries,  and  to  become  acquainted  with  the  most  outstanding 
men  and  women  in  this  field  throughout  the  entire  world. 

The  foreign  delegates  have  in  part  been  chosen  by  their  respective  gov- 
ernments and  in  part  by  the  Committee  on  Personnel  and  Program.  The 
American  delegation  will  consist  of  the  members  of  the  Organizing  Com- 
mittee and  twenty  persons  chosen  from  a  list  of  nominees  furnished  by  the 
Executive  Committees  of  the  American  Association  of  Instructors  of  the 
Blind  and  the  American  Association  of  Workers  for  the  Blind.  The  Organ- 
izing Committee  was  appointed  by  joint  action  of  the  Presidents  of  these 
two  Associations.  It  has  been  necessary  to  restrict  the  number  of  American 
delegates  to  avoid  overshadowing  in  numbers  the  delegates  from  other 
countries. 

The  Organizing  Committee  desires  that  the  foreign  delegates  shall 
visit  representative  work  for  the  blind  outside  of  New  York  City.  How- 
ever, during  the  first  week  of  the  Conference  arrangements  will  be  made 
for  them  to  see  the  educational  opportunities  afforded  in  a  modern  school; 
workshop  activities  in  Brooklyn  and  Manhattan,  a  well-known  library  for 
the  blind,  and  social  service  provisions  in  all  parts  of  the  metropolis. 

The  tour  outside  of  New  York  is  planned  to  include  activities  for  the 
blind  in  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Washington,  Pittsburgh,  Cleveland  and 
(via  Niagra  Falls)  to  Boston  and  back  to  New  York. 


Review  of  the  Year  1930 

The  following  is  in  part  the  Message  of  our  President,  James  McA. 
Duncan,  to  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Association,  February  9,  1931: 

"From  each  and  every  Branch  of  the  Association  comes  evidence  of 
improvement  or  change  for  the  better  in  the  activities  toward  the  pre- 
vention of  blindness  and  the  welfare  of  the  blind.  Our  Beaver  Falls  Branch 
has  moved  into  more  commodious  quarters  at  825  Seventh  Avenue.  The 
Lancaster,  Lackawanna  and  Dauphin  County  Branches  have  added  a 
working  foreman  to  their  respective  staffs,  thus  allowing  greater  opportunity 
for  attention  on  the  part  of  their  Supervisors  to  matters  of  larger  moment. 
The  Philadelphia  Branch  has  added  a  full  time  homework  instructor  to  its 
staff.  The  Dauphin  County  Branch  has  moved  into  permanent  quarters, 
having  purchased  a  three-story  brick  building  at  308  North  Second  Street, 
Harrisburg,  Pa.;  and  the  Pittsburgh  Branch  has  extended  its  quarters  by 
renting  two  floors  in  the  building  adjoining  its  property  on  the  Boulevard 
of  the  Allies.  The  Berks  County  Branch  has  been  instrumental  in  inducing 
the  public  schools  in  the  City  of  Reading  to  introduce  sight-saving  classes; 
while  the  Blair  County  Branch  has  begun  solicitations  looking  toward  the 
establishment  of  a  local  endownment  fund  to  be  called  the  Blair  County 
Foundation  for  the  Blind.    The  Lehigh  County  Branch  has  been  successful 
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in  securing  admission  to  membership  in  the  local  welfare  chest.  Wilkes- 
Barre  is  trying  out  a  new  scale  of  flat  rate  net  wages  for  single  and  married 
men,  respectively.  The  Northampton  County  and  the  Cambria  County 
Branches  report  greater  progress  than  heretofore  in  their  regular  routine 
work.  The  Lackawanna,  Cambria  and  Philadelphia  County  Branches  each 
reports  an  unusually  successful  Week  for  the  Blind,  and  appreciation  is 
tendered  to  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  (Mr.  Charles  B.  Hayes 
especially)  for  assistance  in  promoting  these  activities;  while  last,  but  not 
least,  the  Venango  County  Branch,  inactive  since  its  erection  in  May  1927, 
got  regularly  under  way,  October  1,  1930. 

A  definite  request  was  made  last  fall,  through  the  State  Department  of 
Welfare,  for  an  appropriation  of  $90,000.00  to  further  the  work  of  the 
Association,  and  a  campaign  soliciting  private  contributions  within  areas 
not  covered  by  any  of  our  Branches  was  begun  in  November  1930.  Should 
either  or  both  of  these  plans  prove  successful,  the  coming  biennium  will 
witness  a  marked  forward  movement  in  Pennsylvania's  work  for  the  blind. 

"An  interesting  event 
in  the  year's  work  of  the 
Association  was  the  acqui- 
sition by  six  of  our  blind 
men — one  in  Scranton,  one 
in  Altoona,  one  in  Monessen 
and  three  inPittsburgh — of 
"Lead  Dogs"of  the  Ger- 
man Shepherd  Breed. 
The  Seeing  Eye  Corpora- 
tion in  charge  of  this  work, 
conducted  a  training  class 
in  Morristown,  N.  J.  during 
the  summer  and  another  in 
Pittsburgh  during  Decem- 
ber in  which  these  men  and 
dogs  were  trained  to  work 
together.  The  men  are  all 
proud  of  their  new  and 
practical  guides  and  declare 
the  efficiency  of  these  dogs 
to  be  all  and  more  than  is 
claimed  for  them. 

"The  outstanding  event 
of  the  year  1930  in  the 
work  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Association  for  the  Blind 
was  the  Fifth  Annual  Con- 
ference held  in  Harrisburg, 
October  6  and  7,  in  connec- 
tion wTith  which  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  Dauphin  County  Branch  acted  as  host,  and  to  whom  for 
service  rendered,  we  gratefully  extend  our  thanks  and  appreciation.  Very 
enlightening  discussions  took  place  and  a  set  of  comprehensive  Recom- 
mendations were  drafted  from  the  Proceedings  of  the  Conference.     These 
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Recommendations  were  subsequently  endorsed  by  the  Association's  Execu- 
tive Committee  and  are  appearing  in  the  first  issue  of  "The  Seer",  a  quarterly 
bulletin  of  the  Association,  the  publication  of  which  is  specifically  provided 
for  in  these  self-same  Recommendations.  Upwards  of  sixty  persons — 
Trustees,  Branch  Directors,  Supervisors,  Department  Heads,  Members  of 
the  State  Council  for  the  Blind  and  specially  invited  guests — attended  the 
Conference,  and  every  one  sensed  a  growing  "group  consciousness"  on  the 
part  of  the  representatives  of  the  Association's  far-flung  Branches. 

"In  order  to  bring  the  By-Laws  of  the  Association  into  practical  accord 
with  the  State's  method  of  financing,  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Association  is  recommending  a  slight  change  in  Article  VI,  making  the 
Association's  year,  for  the  determination  of  the  number  of  Trustees  to 
which  each  Branch  is  entitled,  end  November  30  instead  of  December  31. 
In  this  connection,  your  President  has  named  Messrs.  Franklin  C.  Irish, 
William  Frew  and  H.  R.  Latimer,  Committee  on  Nominations,  to  report 
to  this  Annual  Meeting,  the  names  of  the  nominees  of  the  thirteen  respective 
Branches  to  be  elected  as  Trustees.  It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  the 
Dauphin  County  Branch  takes  rank  this  year  among  the  Branches,  the 
sum  of  whose  gross  income  and  permanent  assets  is  in  excess  of  $25,000.00, 
thus  entitling  them  to  two  or  more  representatives  on  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

"It  is  a  pleasure  here  to  note  that  in  accordance  with  the  suggestion  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Pittsburgh  Branch  of  which  Mrs.  Moses 
Ruslander  has  been  a  member  for  upwards  of  twenty  years,  and  in  accord- 
ance with  the  expressed  wishes  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  the  Committee  on 
Nomination  is  presenting  today,  Mrs.  Ruslander's  name  for  election  as 
Honorary  President  of  the  Association.  This  courtesy  is  more  than  due 
Mrs.  Ruslander,  who  already  enjoys  the  distinction  of  being  more  than  any 
other  one  person,  the  founder  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind." 


News  Items  From  Our  Branches 

BEAVER  COUNTY 

During  1930,  sixty-five  persons  came  within  the  service  of  this  Branch 
of  the  Association,  either  because  of  eye  trouble  or  because  of  blindness. 
Glasses,  artificial  eyes  and  medicine,  as  prescribed  by  physicians  were  dis- 
tributed to  all  who  were  unable  to  pay  for  them.  The  sight  of  one  man, 
through  an  operation,  was  completely  restored  and  that  of  a  boy  sufficiently 
improved  to  enable  him  to  return  to  public  school.  One  child  was  entered 
at  the  Western  Pennsylvania  School  for  the  Blind  and  applications  made 
for  five  others  from  Beaver  County. 

During  the  year,  the  Branch  removed  from  its  original  cramped  quarters 
to  a  more  commodious  and  otherwise  suitable  location  at  825  Seventh 
Avenue,  Beaver  Falls,  where  our  blind  men  are  employed  in  chair  caning  of 
several  varieties,  in  rug  weaving  and  in  brush  making.  One  partially  blind 
man  is  employed  as  a  salesman  in  retailing  blind-made  articles  and  another 
in  servicing  candy  machines. 

Two  girls  are  doing  needle  work  in  their  homes,  the  articles  comprising 
aprons,  tea  towels,  ironing  board  covers,  etc.  These  girls  are  paid  on  the 
piece  work  basis  and  the  Association  markets  the  articles  made. 

Ten  of  the  Women's  Clubs  of  the  County  have  assisted  in  this  marketing 
by  holding  sales  of  blind-made  articles  in  connection  with   their  regular 


10  FEBRUARY,  1931 

club  meetings.  At  these  meetings  either  the  Branch  Supervisor  or  some 
other  informed  person  explains  the  work  of  the  Association.  The  Chairman 
of  the  Branch  has  made  a  number  of  talks  before  Borough  and  other  business 
organizations,  explaining  the  work. 

The  Lion's  Club  and  the  Council  of  Jewish  Women  especially,  have  co- 
operated with  the  Association  and  the  Woman's  Club  of  Rochester  gave 
a  special  party  to  the  blind  of  the  County.  Food  and  clothing  were  given 
through  the  good  offices  of  the  Association  to  several  needy  blind  people 
and  their  families;  while  the  Supervisor  made  many  friendly  visits  to  the 
homes  of  other  blind  people,  who  neither  required  work  nor  needed  assist- 
ance. 

BERKS  COUNTY 

The  outstanding  accomplishment  of  the  year  1930  in  connection  with 
the  Berks  County  Branch,  was  the  establishment  of  a  sight-saving  class 
in  the  public  schools  of  Reading.  After  some  persuasion,  we  succeeded  in 
gaining  the  cooperation  of  the  School  Board  to  organize  a  sight-saving 
class  here.  This  class  was  opened  on  October  1,  with  fifteen  pupils.  So  far, 
the  work  has  been  carried  on  successfully  and  by  next  fall  another  class 
may  be  established.  Besides  this,  applications  for  five  blind  children  were 
made  and  the  children  entered  at  the  Overbrook  School. 

We  have  developed  a  small  business,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Branch, 
together  with  our  regular  teaching,  homework  and  sales  program.  This 
includes  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  a  very  worth  while  ammonia  cleanser. 
A  partially  sighted  young  man  has  been  placed  in  charge  of  this  business. 

On  December  10  and  13,  the  juniors  and  seniors  of  the  Women's  Club 
conducted  two  very  satisfactory  sales  of  blind-made  goods — both  sales 
amounted  to  $112.00.  Twelve  home  workers  have  received  instructions 
in  sewing,  machine  sewing,  knitting,  crocheting,  reed  work,  rug  making 
and  chair  caning.  Nine  workers  are  able  to  do  saleable  work.  From  time 
to  time,  we  have  had  between  four  to  six  men  and  three  women  engaged  in 
selling  blind-made  products  and  ammonia. 

The  first  outing  for  our  blind  took  place  last  August  at  Mineral  Spring 
Park.  Extra  funds  for  this  occasion  were  supplied  by  the  Lions  Club,  and 
transportation  was  furnished  by  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  and 
interested  friends.  On  December  3,  the  Business  Girls'  Club  of  the  Y.  W. 
C.  A.  gave  a  party  to  a  group  of  blind  people  and  their  guides.  Members 
of  the  Lions  Club  assisted  by  supplying  transportation.  Last  April,  a 
benefit  musicale  was  presented  by  interested  friends  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  funds  for  our  work.  At  this  time,  more  than  $200.00  was  realized 
from  the  sale  of  tickets.  Through  the  courtesy  of  the  Reading  Fair  Com- 
pany, a  booth  and  several  passes  were  donated  to  us  for  that  occasion.  We 
were  able  to  conduct  an  exhibit  of  our  workmanship  together  with  a  sale, 
and  though  the  sale  proceeds  did  not  amount  to  more  than  $37.00,  we  were 
well  pleased  with  the  much  needed  publicity  we  received. 

In  November,  the  Lions  Club  launched  a  three  weeks  drive  for  the  pur- 
pose of  renewing  our  funds  for  1931.  One  of  the  Directors  contributed  by 
conducting  a  Thanksgiving  Dance. 

These  are  perhaps  the  most  important  of  our  Branch  activities,  though 
the  minor  events  have  contributed  in  a  large  measure  to  the  progress  of 
the  year  as  well.  With  \he  commencement  of  1931,  we  expect  to  follow 
up  each  of  the  above  mentioned  fields  of  work  even  more  constructively. 
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BLAIR  COUNTY 

The  most  outstanding  accomplishment  in  1930,  of  the  Blair  County 
Branch  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind  and  the  Altoona 
Lions  Club,  was  the  formation  of  the  Blair  County  Foundation  for  the 
Blind.  The  purpose  of  this  organization  is  to  build  up  and  maintain  an 
Endowment  Fund  for  the  blind  of  Blair  County.  The  Foundation  will 
become  a  reality  in  1935. 

The  citizens  of  Altoona  and  Blair  County  wishing  to  do  something 
definite  toward  aiding  the  blind,  are  asked  to  purchase  "Gift  Certificates" 
at  $25.00  each.  One  thousand  of  these  certificates  will  be  issued  and  the 
proceeds  from  which  will  aggregate  $25,000.00,  the  required  amount  for 
establishing  the  Trust  Fund.  It  is  expected  that  this  Trust  Fund  at  the 
end  of  five  years  will  be  in  excess  of  $32,000.00  on  account  of  the  increment. 

In  the  Trust  Fund  plan,  evolved  by  the  Blair  County  Foundation  for 
the  Blind,  certificates  may  be  paid  for  in  cash  or  extended  over  the  five 
year  period.  The  Foundation  is  to  become  a  permanent  institution,  and 
gifts  to  it  are  to  be  placed  in  the  fund,  the  earnings  from  which  are  to  be 
spent  only  after  careful  deliberations  by  a  selected  Distributing  Committee, 
which  is  to  be  truly  representative. 

The  Foundation  will  be  controlled  by  two  parallel  bodies,  The  Trustee 
and  the  Distributing  Committee.  The  First  National  Bank  of  Altoona 
being  the  Trustee  and  the  Distributing  Committee  to  be  created  within 
the  five  year  period.  The  Foundation  Organization  will  be  perpetual  and 
is  protected  by  all  the  financial  safe-guards  ingenuity  can  afford.  The  whole 
movement  is  designed  to  do  the  most  good  for  the  blind  people  of  Altoona 
and  Blair  County.  It  affords  a  practical  method  by  which  citizens  can 
perform  humanitarian  acts  for  the  persons  afflicted  or  threatened  with 
blindness. 

CAMBRIA  COUNTY 

The  Cambria  County  Branch  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the 
Blind  was  organized  May  1927,  and  reorganized  March  1929.  The  Branch 
is  directed  by  a  Board  of  eighteen  members  of  which  Attorney  George  E. 
Wolfe  is  Chairman.  In  1927,  Miss  Jean  Porterfield  made  the  work  for 
the  blind  of  vital  interest  to  this  community.  It  is  through  Miss  Porter- 
field's  untiring  and  unselfish  efforts  that  our  Branch  owes  its  very  existence. 
In  September  1929,  Miss  Helen  Fox  of  Dubois,  Pennsylvania,  was  brought 
to  Cambria  County  to  take  charge  of  the  work  as  Supervisor.  Up  to  date 
we  have  162  blind  and  partially  blind  persons  registered. 

In  November  1929,  under  the  joint  auspices  of  the  Association  and  of  the 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  Miss  Helen  Keller  was  brought  to 
Johnstown.  This  activity  was  the  means  of  making  our  Branch  a  financial 
success  for  the  rest  of  the  year. 

During  the  week  of  October  19,  1930,  we  held  our  first  Week  for  the 
Blind  in  Cambria  County,  under  the  guidance  of  the  American  Foundation 
for  the  Blind.  The  chief  purpose  of  this  Week  was  to  educate  the  public 
as  to  the  efficiency  of  our  blind  people.  The  week  was  begun  by  a  concert 
given  by  Leland  Logan,  a  blind  tenor.  The  concert  drew  a  large  crowd, 
and  was  a  very  encouraging  beginning  for  our  most  successful  week.    The 
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sale  of  merchandise  amounted  to  nearly  three  hundred  dollars.  We  are 
very  grateful  to  announce  that  through  the  generosity  of  Mrs.  Charles 
Price,  it  is  possible  for  us  to  continue  our  work  for  another  year. 

During  the  year  1930,  the  following  work  has  been  accomplished: — 
Two  little  girls  have  been  placed  in  the  Braille  Class  of  the  Johnstown 
Public  School,  taught  by  Miss  Porterfield,  and  applications  for  two  other 
children  have  been  made  to  the  Western  Pennsylvania  School  for  the  Blind. 
Thirty  persons  were  given  glasses  and  several  out  of  this  number  were 
treated  for  eye  diseases.  Three  persons  were  operated  upon  for  cataracts 
and  received  some  sight.  Ten  Chicky  Candy  Machines  were  bought  for 
one  of  our  boys  and  he  is  doing  very  well  with  them.  Twenty-nine  of  our 
blind  persons  are  either  self-supporting  or  partially  so.  Six  women  have 
been  taught  to  sew  and  are  doing  work  in  keeping  their  own  homes.  One 
of  our  girls  has  been  trained  as  a  switchboard  operator  and  another  was 
placed  in  the  Home  for  Blind  Women  in  Philadelphia.  Through  the  As- 
sociation, ten  families  have  received  relief  in  food  and  clothing.  One  of 
our  women,  who  had  never  left  her  home  for  nine  years,  has  become  inter- 
ested in  going  to  church  and  shows  and  in  general  taking  her  place  in  society. 
Ten  persons  were  taught  to  read  Braille,  two  to  play  checkers  and  four  to 
play  cards.  In  July  1930,  a  demonstration  and  sale  was  carried  on  at  the 
County  Exhibit,  during  which  time  we  sold  a  lot  of  merchandise.  One  of 
our  boys  was  taught  to  make  brushes,  two  to  cane  and  one  to  do  fibre  work. 
The  Association  has  been  the  medium  through  which  many  pianos  were 
secured  for  our  boys  to  tune  and  a  large  number  of  chairs  for  them  to  recane. 

We  are  considering  the  practicability  of  opening  a  working  center  where 
our  blind  workers  can  be  better  supervised,  as  there  are  about  fourteen 
who  would  benefit  by  such  an  arrangement. 


DAUPHIN  COUNTY 

During  the  past  year  the  Dauphin  County  Branch  moved  into  its  new 
quarters  at  308  North  Second  Street,  Harrisburg.  We  hope  soon  to  possess 
this  property.  It  is  a  three-story  brick  house  with  ten  rooms,  all  light  and 
airy.  The  building  is  equipped  with  a  fire  escape  from  the  third  floor  to 
the  back  yard.    We  find  it  well  suited  to  our  present  needs. 

One  man  weaves  rag  rugs,  while  another  weaves  fancy  patterns  on 
a  small  pattern  loom.  Two  young  women  are  employed — one  using 
the  sewing  machine  to  make  aprons,  ironing  board  covers  and  other 
articles,  while  the  other  makes  beautiful  braided  rugs.  Six  men  are 
caning  chairs,  while  two  others  are  in  training.  These  activities  occupy 
the  second  floor  and  one  room  on  the  first  floor.  The  two  large  rooms  on 
the  third  floor  are  reserved  for  reading  and  recreation.  The  supervisor's 
office  is  on  the  first  floor,  and  the  main  office  and  the  salesroom  occupy  the 
large  front  room.  There  is  a  large  cemented  cellar  where  brooms  and  other 
materials  are  stored.  We  are  proud  of  our  building  and  hope  to  make  good 
use  of  it  for  many  years. 

Besides  overseeing  the  employment  of  these  blind  people  within  the 
shop  proper,  the  Supervisor  instructs  a  number  of  others  in  their  homes, 
makes  friendly  visits  to  a  great  many  more  and  is  occupied  in  securing 
treatment  for  still  others  who  have  eye  troubles,  calculated  to  result  in 
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blindness.  The  Harrisburg  Welfare  Federation  dispenses  its  direct  relief 
to  the  non-employable  blind  of  this  district  through  our  Dauphin  County 
Branch  and  the  plan  is  working  out  satisfactorily  to  the  Federation,  to 
the  Branch  and  to  the  blind  themselves. 

LACKAWANNA  BRANCH 

Our  work  for  the  prevention  of  needless  blindness  was  more  effective 
during  1930  than  it  had  been  prior  to  that  time.  We  are  confident,  however, 
that  with  a  closer  cooperation  with  other  social  organizations,  a  still  more 
effective  piece  of  work  could  be  done.  Accordingly,  we  bespeak  a  closer 
working  relationship  with  such  organizations  as  are  concerned  with  the 
general  welfare,  health  and  character  building  within  Scranton  and  Lacka- 
wanna County. 

The  Association  for  the  Blind  is  not  a  relief  organization  in  the  general 
sense.  However,  many  of  the  blind  suffer  from  ailments  other  than  blind- 
ness. In  such  cases  employment  is  not  the  need  mostly  felt  by  them.  For 
men  and  women  so  situated  some  relief  is  necessary.  Poor  Board  orders 
and  Family  Welfare  help  is  secured  for  these.  Clothing  is  given  to  such 
blind  persons  and  to  members  of  the  family  when  they  are  dependent  upon 
the  blind  person.  Employment  for  members  of  the  family  is  looked  for 
so  that  the  blind  person  might  be  kept  in  the  home.  Medical  treatment  is 
also  arranged  for.  This  phase  of  the  work  has  not  been  fully  developed.  A 
careful  study  of  all  the  possible  sources  in  such  cases  undoubtedly  would 
widen  the  possibilities  for  greater  and  more  adequate  relief.  A  more  definite 
and  more  satisfactory  use  of  all  possible  sources  of  relief  is  desirable  and  a 
step  toward  this  end  recommended. 

In  the  rehabilitation  and-  employment  of  the  blind  marked  growth  has 
been  shown  in  the  past  year.  Thirty-two  have  been  paid  wages  for  work 
done;  fourteen  have  been  supplied  with  goods  at  cost,  which  were  sold  at  a 
profit,  while  forty-six  have  been  enabled  either  to  make  a  living  by  the  work 
of  their  hands  or  have  been  able  to  contribute  materially  towards  their 
own  support.  A  total  of  $9,138.69  has  been  paid  to  the  blind.  Goods 
amounting  to  $4,574.00  were  supplied  to  the  blind  for  resale  on  liberal 
time  payment,  the  profits  on  which  do  not  appear  on  our  books. 

This  year  has  witnessed  the  fulfillment  of  a  long  dreamed  of  improve- 
ment in  equipment.  A  truck  has  been  purchased,  insuring  prompt  deliver- 
ies. A  sales  force  is  being  created  to  dispose  of  blind-made  goods,  so  that 
the  capable  blind  people  may  thus  be  more  profitably  employed.  The 
manufacture  of  rugs  and  carpets  in  the  shop  has  been  more  fully  developed. 
Three  looms  are  now  in  operation  and  two  men  and  one  woman  are  kept 
busy  weaving  rugs,  both  plain  and  patterned.  This  year  we  have  also 
undertaken  the  manufacture  of  "Fuller  Style"  brushes.  They  are  fine  in 
quality  and  find  a  fairly  ready  sale. 

The  Homework  Department  has  functioned  better  this  year  than  ever 
before.  Several  of  our  blind  women,  unable  to  get  out  to  work  and  for 
whom  there  is  no  room  at  the  workshop,  could,  under  favorable  circum- 
stances, make  a  more  satisfactory  wage.  Their  wTork  should  be  supervised 
and  the  Association  should  take  the  responsibility  of  marketing  the  prod- 
ucts of  their  handiwork.  It  is  difficult,  however,  without  a  full-time 
trained  worker  to  do  more  along  this  line  than  we  are  now  accomplishing. 
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Through  the  help  of  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  and  many 
kind  women  of  Scranton,  the  local  Association  was  enabled  to  carry  on  a 
very  successful  Educational  Week  for  the  Blind.  To  all  of  these  is  extended 
grateful  thanks.  Only  when  the  public  in  general  becomes  interested  in 
the  affairs  of  the  blind  is  it  possible  for  an  organization  like  ours  to  work 
out  the  object  for  which  it  exists.  These  "Weeks"  are  educational  in  that 
it  gives  the  public  an  opportunity  of  knowing  just  what  the  blind,  under 
proper  supervision,  can  do.  By  these  demonstrations  every  citizen  may 
learn  what  articles  the  blind  manufacture,  which  the  public  in  general  and 
each  household  in  particular  require  for  daily  use. 

We  here  extend  to  the  local  Lion's  Club  our  heartfelt  appreciation  for 
the  assistance  it  has  given  the  work  for  the  blind.  Especially  have  the 
Lions  shown  a  correct  understanding  of  the  needs  of  the  blind  at  the  Christ- 
mas season.  The  ready  cooperation  of  individual  Lions  in  every  under- 
taking has  contributed  materially  to  the  success  of  the  Association's  work. 

LANCASTER  COUNTY 

Through  the  School  Superintendent,  Dr.  H.  E.  Gress,  who  is  also 
Second  Vice  President  of  our  Board  of  Directors,  desks  in  some  of  our  City 
schools  have  been  rearranged  to  secure  the  proper  lighting,  the  lighting 
systems  were  changed  wherever  necessary  and  the  walls  in  some  rooms  were 
painted  a  lighter  shade;  and  special  instruction  in  one  of  the  high  schools 
is  being  given  to  two  blind  boys.  In  pursuance  of  the  Prevention  of  Blind- 
ness Program  of  the  State  Council  for  the  Blind,  the  Executive  Director 
of  the  Council,  Mr.  S.  Mervyn  Sinclair  has  spoken  to  various  groups  of 
children  in  some  of  our  local  schools  and  also  at  some  of  the  Parent-Teacher 
Meetings  on  the  proper  care  of  the  eyes  at  home  and  correct  posture  while 
reading.  We  are  planning  to  carry  this  work  into  the  County.  Closely 
allied  to  this  Prevention  work  is  our  medical  program.  Each  blind  person 
is  given  a  general  physical  examination  and  any  defects,  possible  of  cor- 
rection, are  given  prompt  medical  attention. 

The  monotony  of  the  every-day  life  of  our  blind  people  was  broken  into 
several  times  during  the  year.  The  annual  birthday  party  of  this  Branch 
of  the  Association  was  held  in  the  Spring  and  the  occasion  was  made  a  sort 
of  celebration  for  the  birthdays  of  all  the  blind  people  connected  with  our 
work.  An  all-day  picnic,  as  usual,  was  given  to  our  blind  during  the  sum- 
mer, and  tickets  to  movies  were  distributed  several  times  during  the  year. 

During  the  year,  upwards  of  1100  chairs  were  caned  by  the  workers  in 
the  shop  and  a  number  of  several  varieties  of  brushes  made.  A  working 
foreman  has  been  added  to  our  small  staff,  which  enables  our  Supervisor 
to  devote  more  time  to  the  difficult  task  of  marketing  our  blind-made 
articles.  We  are  furnishing  work  to  seven  people  in  their  homes,  such  as 
reed  work,  needle  work  and  assembling  of  electrical  stampings. 

575  visits  were  made  by  the  field  worker  into  the  homes  of  the  blind; 
4,500  advertising  circulars  were  wrapped,  through  the  courtesy  of  a  local 
baking  company,  with  their  loaves  of  bread;  and,  900  letters  and  cards 
were  sent  to  hotels  and  various  other  places  of  business.  Before  the  Christ- 
mas holidays,  weekly  broadcasting  added  to  this  publicity.  Frequent 
write-ups  appeared  in  papers  at  different  times  and  several  demonstrations 
of  our  work  were  staged  in  show  windows  throughout  the  City. 
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On  the  whole,  the  year's  work  encourages  us,  despite  the  general  de- 
pression, to  greater  hopes  and  corresponding  greater  efforts  for  the  year 
ahead. 

LEHIGH  COUNTY 

The  Lehigh  County  Branch  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the 
Blind  finds  itself  in  much  the  same  position  as  other  agencies  dealing  with 
the  same  problems.  It  is  a  buttress  between  two  opposing  forces.  The 
world  of  the  sighted  on  one  side  and  the  world  of  the  blind  on  the  other, 
with  the  agency  striving  to  insist  that  the  two  worlds  are  one  and  the  same 
world.  It  has  been  difficult  to  persuade  even  a  small  minority  of  the  popu- 
lation of  the  County  that  there  are  blind  people  who  can  and  will  work, 
and  work  to  their  own  and  the  community's  advantage.  There  have  been 
times,  too,  when  it  was  impossible  for  us  to  persuade  certain  of  our  blind 
people  to  attempt  new  lines, — to  branch  out  into  broader  fields  of  activity. 
However,  it  is  not  well  to  display  this  latter  fact  too  brightly  illuminated 
before  the  eyes  of  the  public  at  large,  lest  they  lose  what  interest  they  have — 
for  this  interest  has  been  obtained  by  men  and  women  who  have  toiled 
for  years  in  behalf  of  the  blind. 

It  is  a  fact  that  the  so-called  machine  age  is  slowly  doing  away  with 
certain  lines  of  work  at  which  the  blind  people  of  the  past  have  been  fairly 
successful.  In  the  years  which  are  to  come,  the  leaders  in  work  for  the  blind 
are  probably  destined  to  find  themselves  forced  more  and  more  into  narrow- 
ing fields  of  employment  for  those  they  would  have  employed.  Already  the 
weight  and  pressure  of  these  circumstances  have  been  felt,  and  already 
workers  for  the  blind  have  responded.  The  introduction  of  the  candy 
machine  business  has  solved  the  problem  of  more  than  one  blind  man  in 
our  State.  The  blind  are  widening  out  into  the  professional  world  more 
than  ever  before.  Individual  blind  people  are  becoming  successful  as  at- 
torneys, insurance  agents  and  brokers,  ministers,  physicians  and  musicians. 
Our  Branch  of  the  Association  is  hoping  and  endeavoring  to  strive  for  new 
lines  of  work  which  will  prove  more  lucrative  than  have  some  of  the  other 
lines,  and  will,  at  the  same  time,  lift  the  status  of  the  blind  in  the  eyes  of 
their  fellow  men. 

In  any  consideration  of  work  for  the  blind,  the  prevention  problem  can- 
not be  overlooked.  One  of  the  difficulties  we  have  found  is  the  faith,  which 
the  blind  place  in  powwow,  hex  and  quacks  of  other  names.  Only  a  week 
ago,  we  unearthed  a  case  of  blindness  which  was  being  cared  for  by  a  certain 
powwow  man.  With  no  little  effort  we  were  at  length  able  to  persuade 
this  blind  person  to  be  examined  by  a  professional  eye  man.  The  exami- 
nation showed  that  she  had  cataracts.  The  next  question  is  whether  or 
not  the  patient  will  submit  to  have  the  cataracts  removed.  Suppose  that 
she  should  decide  to  have  the  cataracts  removed  and  that  when  the  oper- 
ation is  performed,  it  is  discovered  that  there  were  other  maladies  at  work 
which  also  were  responsible  for  the  loss  of  vision.  Would  the  patient  not 
assume  that  had  she  remained  under  the  care  of  the  powwow,  her  sight 
would  have  been  restored  eventually;  and  would  the  powwow  not  claim 
that  the  eye  specialist  in  his  operation  had  taken  away  the  patient's  op- 
portunity of  regaining  her  sight?  Ultimately,  it  is  the  worker  for  the  blind 
upon  whom  the  blame  for  the  patient's  blindness  is  placed. 


A.    E.    CRAIG 

CHARLESTON,  ILLINOIS 

Broom  Corn  Dealer 


In  Illinois  and  Western 
Broom  Corn  in  local 
and  car  load  lots. 


I  have  been  in  the  same  business  at  the  same 
old  stand  for  over  twenty-five  years 


Attention  1 1 ! 
MR.  BROOM  MANUFACTURER 

We  Are  American  Headquarters  for 

CHINA  REEDS,  SPLIT  RATTAN  and  SPLIT  BAMBOO 

Complete  stocks  for  quick  delivery 

RICE  FIBRE  —  9",  14",  16",  18".  The  best  substitute  for  Broom  Corn  the 
world  produces.  No  waste,  no  sorting;  ready  to  hand  to  the  Winder.  A  pound 
goes  as  far  as  four  of  Corn.     Investigate  this  money  saver. 

BROOM  HANDLES  —  Direct  shipment  from  our  Oconto  Mills— Misses 
and  Parlors  Mill  Run  Hard  Rock  Maple.  Special  prices  on  carlots.  Send  for 
quotations  and  samples. 

For  shipment  from  our  Amsterdam  Warehouses — Misses,  Parlors,  Warehouse, 
Toys,  Brush  Rods,  Bamboo  Handles,  etc. 

WRITE  FOR  DETAILS  TODAY 

GEO,  HL  MAUS,  INC. 

AMSTERDAM,  N.  Y. 
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In  conclusion,  we  call  attention  to  the  need  and  justice  of  adequate 
relief,  or  pension,  for  the  unemployable  blind,  especially  for  those  who 
have  become  blind  in  advanced  life.  At  an  age  when  men  and  women 
with  their  sight  find  it  difficult  to  secure  a  new  footing,  it  is  practically 
impossible  for  a  blind  person  to  find  employment.  These  people  are  victims 
of  a  poorly  adjusted  social  and  industrial  system  and  are,  therefore,  en- 
titled to  such  measure  of  reparation  for  the  deprivation  they  have  suffered 
as  society  is  able  to  make. 

NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY 

During  the  year  1930,  the  Northampton  County  Branch  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Association  for  the  Blind  furnished  advice  and  secured  treatment 
for  twenty-two  persons  with  eye  trouble.  The  Branch  has  been  assisted 
financially  with  its  prevention  work  by  the  Nazareth  Lions  Club,  which, 
during  the  year,  has  had  a  fund  for  buying  glasses  for  those  in  their  town 
who  are  unable  to  pay  for  them.  The  Hellertown  Lions  Club  also  paid  for 
four  children's  glasses  in  their  town. 

There  are  three  children  in  the  County  who  are  subjects  for  admission 
to  the  School  for  the  Blind  at  Overbrook.  The  parents  of  one  child  will 
not  yet  allow  her  to  be  entered  at  the  School ;  one  has  had  applications  filed 
and  is  waiting  for  a  vacancy;  the  parents  of  the  third  child  will  not  entertain 
the  idea  of  sending  the  child  away  to  school  until  they  are  sure  nothing 
can  be  done  to  improve  its  eyesight.  One  backward  child  has  been  entered 
at  the  Royer  Greaves  School,  at  King  of  Prussia,  and  another  has  been 
returned  to  this  community  from  the  same  school  because  of  insubordination. 

During  the  year,  the  Supervisor  has  addressed  a  number  of  the  schools 
in  the  towns  and  the  county  on  the  need  of  preventing  blindness  and  the 
local  ophthalmologists,  opticians  and  nurses  have  been  liberally  helpful  of 
her  efforts  in  this  direction.  It  is  hoped,  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Evelyn 
M.  Carpenter,  of  the  State  Council  for  the  Blind,  to  conduct,  during  the 
coming  year,  a  much  more  constructive  program  for  the  prevention  of 
blindness  than  has  heretofore  been  possible  in  this  section  of  the  State. 

Upon  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Guy  H.  Nickeson,  Placement  Agent  of  a 
sister  branch  of  the  Association,  one  of  our  blind  men  was  initiated  into 
the  servicing  of  Chicky  Candy  Machines  and  he  is  now  operating  thirty-six 
such  machines  successfully.  Also  at  Mr.  Nickeson's  suggestion,  we  secured 
a  position  for  another  of  our  blind  men  with  the  Dixie  Drinking  Cup  Factory, 
where  he  worked  as  a  typist  until  September  1,  when  he,  with  a  number  of 
sighted  workers,  was  laid  off  because  of  the  business  depression. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Miss  Marion  Howard  King,  Supervisor  of  Industries, 
State  Council  for  the  Blind,  several  of  the  Women's  Clubs  of  this  and  ad- 
joining Counties,  were  interested  in  selling  blind-made  goods  and  this 
activity  is  winning  many  friends  through  whom  a  market  is  being  found 
for  the  products  of  blind  labor. 

Four  of  our  blind  women  are  doing  needle  work  or  caning  chairs  within 
their  homes  and  the  Branch  assists  both  in  furnishing  them  work  and  in 
marketing  their  products. 

In  connection  with  the  sales  above  referred  to,  Mrs.  C.  C.  Taylor, 
Chairman  of  the  Department  of  Education  of  the  State  Federation  of 
Pennsylvania  Women,  has  addressed  the  Clubs  and  her  personality  has 
done  much  to  win  friends  to  our  cause. 


FIVE    YEARS 


have  passed  since  we  conceived  The  Idea 
that  has  given  gainful  occupation  to  many 
sightless  persons  during  this  time. 

5  Much  time  and  thought  has  been  given  this 
idea  until  today  it  is  fully  developed  into  a 
proven  source  of  income  to  hundreds  of  blind 
who  otherwise  have  been  totally  or  partially  de- 
pendent. 


OUR  METHOD 

Providing  the  sightless  with  a  business  of  their 
own  thru  the  sales  of  a  strictly  quality  line  of 
candy  bars  thru  the  best  developed  coin  con- 
trolled machines  on  the  market. 


IT  WILL  PAY 

Organizations  for  the  Blind  to  investigate  this 
method  of  providing  work  for  those  who  wish 
to  support  themselves. 


THE  CHICKY  MFG.  CO. 

GRAND  RAPIDS,  MICH. 
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The  work  of  the  Supervisor  in  Northampton  County  has  been  supple- 
mented during  a  portion  of  the  year  1930  by  a  representative  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Home  Teaching  Society  for  the  Blind,  who  has  given  instructions 
in  the  reading  of  Moon  Type,  Braille,  chair  caning  and  typewriting.  The 
blind  people  of  this  County  have  been  enjoying  the  Readers  Digest  (in 
Braille),  which  has  been  provided  by  Mr.  Nicholas  of  New  York. 

Many  friendly  visits  were  made  during  the  year  to  shut-in  blind  people, 
both  by  the  Supervisor  and  by  the  members  of  the  several  Lions  Clubs 
represented  on  the  Board  of  Directors;  a  Christmas  card  was  sent  to  every 
blind  person  in  the  County  and  a  measure  of  temporary  relief  was  secured 
for  them. 

PHILADELPHIA 

While  it  is  difficult  to  place  a  concrete  evaluation  of  just  what  the  Phila- 
delphia Branch  has  meant  to  its  beneficiaries  during  the  past  year,  wre 
can  give  a  summary  of  its  activities  for  this  period.  It  should  be  remembered 
that  its  only  active  worker  during  this  period  has  been  the  Supervisor 
serving  as  a  half-time  employee. 

Through  sales  conducted  in  fourteen  Women's  Clubs,  the  Christmas 
Bazaar  and  the  Educational  Week  for  the  Blind,  blind-made  goods  amount- 
ing to  $1,374.33  have  been  sold.  Still  more  important  has  been  the  publicity 
gained  by  the  presentation  of  attractive  blind-made  goods  before  a  large 
group  of  public-minded,  cultured  women,  all  of  whom  have  appeared  inter- 
ested and  have  asked  intelligent  questions. 

Seventy-nine  new  persons  have  become  known  to  the  Branch.  Many 
of  them  were  visited  regularly  by  two  ''Home  Teachers-in-Training,"  as 
part  of  their  practice  work  in  connection  with  their  course  at  the  Penn- 
sylvania School  for  Social  and  Health  Work. 

The  Supervisor  with  several  members  of  the  Branch  at  different  times, 
has  attended  four  Conferences  more  or  less  directly  concerned  with  work 
for  the  blind:  The  Pennsylvania  Conference  on  Social  Welfare,  Erie,  Pa.; 
The  National  Conference  of  Social  Work,  Boston,  Mass.;  Fifth  Annual 
Conference  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind,  Harrisburg,  Pa.; 
and  The  Eastern  Conference  of  Home  Teachers,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Other  achievements  are  the  continued  cooperation  with  the  Social 
Service  Exchange  and  through  it  with  other  service  agencies  in  the  city, 
particularly  the  Pennsylvania  Branch  of  the  Shut-In  Society,  and  the  group 
called  together  by  the  Council  of  Social  Agencies  to  consider  the  present 
condition  and  future  needs  of  handicapped  persons  in  Philadelphia. 

We  have  received  the  end6rsement  of  the  Philadelphia  Chamber  of 
Commerce;  and  greatest  of  all,  we  have  seen  the  fulfillment  of  our  long 
cherished  desire,  the  employment  of  a  full-time  Homework  Instructor. 
Despite  several  discouragements  this  fall,  we  have  started  work  which  we 
feel  sure  will  prove  a  permanent  asset  in  our  service  to  competent  blind 
workers  in  Philadelphia. 

PITTSBURGH 

The  following  data  is  taken  from  the  Annual  Message  of  Mr.  Francis 
A.  Keating,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Pittsburgh  Branch : 


SELF  SUPPORT  FOR 
THE  BLIND 


The  Serving  Machine  Company  of  New  York,  Inc., 
265  Canal  Street, 
New  York  City. 

Gentlemen  :~ 

For  the  past  year  and  four  months  I  have  been  operating 
your  5c  machines  vending  Wilburmilk  Chocolate  and  Dairy  Maid 
Candy  Bars.  I  started  with  seven  machines  and  now  have  100. 
My  average  income  from  these  machines  for  the  past  six  months 
has  been,  and  is,  over  $50.00  per  week.  I  am  totally  blind  and 
work  on  foot. 

Yours  truly, 

Daniel  H.  Lentz. 

1103  Leopard  Street, 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

This  letter  is  authorized  and  the  contents  vouched  for  by 
Mr.  Liborio  Delfino,  Field  Officer  of  the  Pennsylvania  Institution 
for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,  who  was  instrumental  in  starting 
Mr.  Lentz  in  this  business. 

For  Further  Information  Address 

The  Serving  Machine  Company  of  New  York,  Inc. 
265  Canal  Street,  New  York  City 
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The  year  1930  will  stand  out  in  history  as  the  first  year  of  the  partici- 
pation of  the  Pittsburgh  Branch  as  a  member  of  the  Welfare  Fund  of  Pitts- 
burgh. Assured  of  a  reasonable  income  from  this  source,  the  management 
has  been  freer  to  devote  itself  to  the  special  problems  incident  to  the 
work  of  the  Association  than  it  has  ever  been  before.  It  is  further 
gratifying  to  state  that  thanks  to  two  bequests,  that  of  SI, 000. 00  from  the 
estate  of  Sarah  Borne  and  that  of  $5,000.00  from  the  estate  of  William 
Conroy,  we  have  been  able  to  reduce  the  mortgage  of  $40,000.00  placed 
upon  our  Second  Avenue  property  in  October  1929  to  the  sum  of  $34,000.00. 
Despite  the  business  depression,  our  books  show  approximately  $3,268.04 
more  business  done  in  1930  than  in  1929,  with  the  additional  happy  fact 
that  we  were  able  during  1930  to  employ  more  blind  people  at  a  slightly 
higher  wage  per  person.  The  net  worth  of  the  Pittsburgh  Branch  as  of 
January  1,  1931  is  $93,244.40  as  against  the  net  worth  of  $78,175.17  January 
1,  1930,  showing  an  increase  for  the  year  of  $15,069.23. 

At  the  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  December  1929,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  Supervisor  to  de- 
termine, within  the  limit  of  the  1930  budget,  a  plan  of  expansion  insuring 
the  employment  of  more  blind  workers,  and  to  make  recommendation  to 
the  Board  of  Directors  at  the  earliest  practicable  date.  After  an  exhaustive 
examination  into  the  opportunities  for  employment  and  housing  accommo- 
dations, the  committee  reported  to  the  Board  on  May  29,  1930.  This  report 
recommended  the  acquisition  of  additional  space  in  a  building  adjoining 
the  Association's  present  quarters  and  the  introduction  of  two  new  ac- 
tivities— a  full  line  of  brushes  and  a  mattress  department. 

Subsequent  evaluation  of  the  opportunities  afforded  by  the  increased 
space  acquired,  led  to  the  conclusion  that  the  room  and  expense  necessary 
to  the  introduction  of  any  reasonably  well  equipped  mattress  department 
were  too  great  to  justify  such  activity  at  this  time.  Accordingly,  it  was 
determined  to  place  greater  emphasis  upon  the  development  of  a  thorough- 
going brush  department  and  to  round  out  the  broom  department  by  adding 
to  our  previous  assortment,  a  line  of  iron-bound  brooms,  suitable 
for  use  in  hot  mills  and  other  high-powered  factories.  The  brush 
department  is  well  under  way  with  a  full  assortment  in  both  variety  and 
size  of  wire-twisted,  wire-drawn,  pitch  set  and  paint  brushes,  creditable  in 
workmanship  and  reasonable  in  price.  The  arrival  of  the  machinery  for 
the  manufacture  of  the  iron-bound  brooms  is  hourly  expected.  The  burden 
of  the  practical  work,  incident  to  the  expansion  of  the  Branch  and  to  the 
introduction  of  the  new  activities  fell  chiefly  upon  the  Shop  Superintendent, 
Harry  L.  Glickson;  and  every  credit  is  due  him  for  the  faithful  and  efficient 
manner  in  which  he  has  discharged  these  responsibilities. 

The  Committee  on  Social  Welfare  has  supervised  the  usual  annual  boat 
ride,  has  conducted  the  usual  series  of  luncheons  for  the  blind  and  has 
sponsored  a  number  of  other  minor  activities,  including  a  small  Christmas 
Bonus  to  every  employee  in  connection  with  the  Pittsburgh  Branch.  The 
Committee  on  Training  and  Employment,  upon  whom  the  mantle  of  the 
Committee  on  Expansion  has  fallen,  has  guided  the  Supervisor  in  the  intro- 
duction of  new  activities  and  in  the  admission  of  additional  blind  workers. 
The  Committee  on  Standardization  and  Sales,  has  been  more  active  than 
any  other  committee,  and  to  it,  together  with  the  sterling  qualities  of  our 
head  salesman,  Eugene  Morgret,  belongs   the  credit   for   keeping  up   the 


FREE  BOOK  ON  HOOK  RUGS 

This  handsome  book  in  full  color  plates  gives  com- 
plete information  about  the  fascinating  art  of  making 
hook  rugs  for  pleasure  or  profit.  Tells  how  you  can 
reproduce  genuine  old  colonial  designs,  priceless 
oriental  patterns,  modernistic  and  novelty  effects  in 
wide  variety  of  color  blendings. 

You  can  now  make  hooked,  cross  stitch  or  crochet 
rugs  with  deeper,  softer  nap,  reversible,  equally  beauti- 
ful and  serviceable  on  both  sides,  at  a  fraction  of 
former  cost  by  using 

MAYSVILLE  RUG  FILLER 

Write  today  for  free  samples  in  14  lovely  shades,  com- 
plimentary copy  of  this  book,  price  list  of  rug  makers' 
supplies  and  information  as  to  where  to  buy  them. 
We  have  nothing  to  sell  you.     Send  no  money. 

JANUARY    &    WOOD    COMPANY 

ESTABLISHED  1851 

Dept.  H,  MAYSVILLE,  KENTUCKY 


BRUSH    MAKING 

One  of  the  Most  Profitable  and 
Easiest  Industries  for  the  Blind 

WE  ARE  PREPARED  TO  FURNISH 

HORSEHAIR,  FIBRE,  BRISTLES 

AND 

MIXTURES 

In  any  quality,  color  or  size  for  wire  twisted,  drawn  or  set 
work.  We  will  gladly  assist  in  any  way  possible  in  the  de- 
velopment  of  this  work. 

E.  B.  &  A.  C.  WHITING  CO. 

IMPORTERS       : :      MANUFACTURERS 

BURLINGTON,  VERMONT 
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volume  of  sales,  which  despite  the  depression  has  continued  throughout  1930. 
The  Committee  on  Publicity,  a  new  departure  in  our  work,  operated 
through  our  blind  publicity  agent,  Miss  Annabel  Carter,  a  graduate  of  the 
University  of  Pittsburgh,  gives  us  the  following  itemized  statement  for 
seven  months  of  the  year  1930: — 

Number  of  different  magazine  and  newspaper  articles  written,  30;  gross 
number  of  such  articles  sent  out,  525;  number  of  different  magazines — 
religious,  local  and  daily  papers  receiving  same,  119;  number  of  clippings 
of  such  articles  published,  473. 

The  increased  activities  both  of  the  Pittsburgh  Branch  and  of  the 
Association  headquarters  have  combined  to  make  it  necessary  to  appoint 
an  Assistant  to  the  Supervisor.  Accordingly,  at  the  regular  September 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  Mr.  Guy  H.  Nickeson,  well  known  to  us 
all,  was,  in  addition  to  his  duties  as  Placement  Agent,  charged  with  this 
responsibility  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Latimer,  when  the  latter  is  absent  from 
Pittsburgh  in  connection  with  his  duties  as  Executive  Secretary  of  the  As- 
sociation or  is,  for  any  other  reason,  absent  from  his  office. 

No  summary  of  the  year's  work  would  be  complete  which  did  not  em- 
phasize the  excellent  work  done  in  each  department  of  the  Branch  by  its 
respective  head — Prevention  of  Blindness,  Placement  of  blind  people  in 
businesses  of  their  own,  Recreation  and  Relief,  Home  Industries,  Sales, 
the  Workshop  proper,  and,  last  but  not  least,  the  Bookkeeping  Department 
and  kindred  activities. 

VENANGO  COUNTY 

Thanks  to  the  sympathetic  interest  of  Colonel  E.  V.  D.  Selden,  to  the 
cooperation  of  the  local  Lion's  Club,  and  to  the  untiring  work  of  Miss  Jean 
Porterfield  during  the  summer  months,  we  were  organized  as  an  active 
Branch  of  the  Association  October  1.  Early  in  the  remaining  three  months 
of  the  year,  we  discovered  that  our  first  and  chief  activity  was  to  be  the 
prevention  of  needless  blindness.  There  are  seventy  children  in  our  rural 
districts  whose  eyes  need  attention,  and  these  are  gradually  receiving  treat- 
ment, through  the  activities  of  our  leading  eye  specialists,  with  the  co- 
operation of  the  Red  Cross,  the  State  Nurses,  the  Visiting  Nurses'  Associa- 
tion, and  the  assistance  of  Miss  Evelyn  M.  Carpenter,  Supervisor,  Conser- 
vation of  Vision,  State  Council  for  the  Blind,  who  will  be  with  us  the  week 
of  February  15,   1931. 

We  have  seventy-four  blind  people  in  Venango  County,  fifty-one  of 
whom  are  in  direct  contact  with  our  Branch.  Twenty-five  are  receiving 
instructions  in  reading,  typing  or  hand-work;  one  of  our  blind  men  has  been 
placed  under  training  in  the  Pittsburgh  Workshop  for  the  Blind;  two 
children  are  in  schools  for  the  blind;  one  man,  at  his  own  request,  is  an 
applicant  for  entrance  into  the  Pennsylvania  Working  Home  for  Blind  Men; 
and  three  blind  women  are  sewing  and  crocheting  in  their  homes.  So  great 
is  one  woman's  pleasure  at  being  able  to  sew  again,  through  the  use  of  our 
needle  threaders  and  other  appliances,  that  she,  a  dressmaker  before  losing 
her  sight,  donates  her  services  in  order  to  swell  our  stock  of  blind-made 
articles.  She,  herself,  is,  of  course,  in  comfortable  circumstances.  We  have 
one  cataract  operation  scheduled  for  this  month.  We  have  one  boy  in 
Franklin  selling  the  Salvation  Army  paper;  and  a  very  successful  music 
teacher  in  Oil  City,  wrho  has  forty-four  pupils  in  spite  of  business  depression. 


BROOM  BANDS 

Round  or  Oval  Galvanized  Wire 
All  Sizes 


WHISK    BANDS 

5"— 6"— 7"— 8" 
Tinned  Wire 


MANUFACTURED  BY 

SEARLES  ELECTRIC  WELDING  WORKS 

1850  W.  FULTON  STREET 
CHICAGO,  ILL. 


THE 
THOMAS  MONAHAN  CO. 

Broom  Corn 

ARCOLA,  ILLINOIS 
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We  have  had  two  club  sales  of  blind-made  articles — one  in  Emlenton 
and  one  in  Oil  City.  We  have  also  made  a  small  beginning  in  wholesale 
selling. 

Through  our  organization,  two  Christmas  baskets  were  given  two  needy 
blind  people's  families;  and  large,  attractive  baskets  of  fruit  were  presented 
to  fixe  blind  shut-ins.  The  big  social  event  of  the  year,  however,  was  our 
Christmas  luncheon,  given  to  the  blind  by  the  Oil  City  Federation  of 
Women's  Clubs.  Sighted  and  blind  people  shared  equally  the  joys  of  the 
feast  and  the  responsibility  for  a  delightful  program,  and  the  Christmas 
Spirit  reigned. 

This  was  beyond  question,  the  important  event  of  1930,  because  it 
means  that  we  have  gained  the  loyal,  intelligent,  sympathetic  support  of  our 
club  women,  always  a  power  in  their  community,  and  we  owe  much  to  the 
Federation  President,  who  is  a  member  of  our  Board  of  Directors. 

WILKES-BARRE 

Owing  to  general  business  depression  in  Wyoming  Valley  as  well  as  for 
other  reasons  of  less  significance,  the  Wilkes-Barre  Branch  suffered  keenly 
from  lack  of  funds  during  the  first  half  of  1930,  the  last  six  months,  however, 
showing  considerable  improvement.  The  sales  for  December  almost 
reached  the  S2,000.0().  mark.  Of  the  three  industries  in  the  shop,  carpet 
weaving,  mattress  making  and  chair  caning — carpet  weaving  was  the  most 
successful,  especially  the  wholesale  trade  which  wras  greater  than  that  of 
the  previous  year.  The  work  in  all  departments  was  well  done  and  customers 
consequently  were  satisfied. 

One  of  the  outstanding  features  of  the  shop  was  the  introduction, 
October  1,  of  a  new  wage  system,  whereby  all  workers  receive  a  flat  rate  per 
wreek  instead  of  being  paid  according  to  piece  work.  The  salaries  of  the  men 
were  determined  on  the  basis  of  their  being  single  or  married  and  also  on 
the  amount  of  income  they  received  from  other  sources  outside  the  shop. 
In  addition  to  the  weekly  salaries,  a  bonus  is  given  each  month  from  any 
profits  which  may  accrue.  The  plan  is,  however,  a  temporary  one — its 
permanency  depending  wholly  upon  results. 

Considerable  progress  was  made  in  Prevention  of  Blindness,  fifty-two 
cases  having  received  treatment  and  glasses  free  of  charge,  while  nineteen 
others  were  furnished  with  glasses  at  reduced  rates.  A  very  interesting  and 
gratifying  situation  developed  when  six  girls  were  referred  to  the  Association 
by  a  large  factory  where  they  were  employed.  All  were  suffering  from 
defective  vision  and  each  was  the  main  support  of  a  large  family.  Treatment 
and  glasses  were  given  and  the  vision  of  each  was  corrected  to  a  great  extent. 
The  assistance  thus  given  not  only  improved  the  sight  of  these  girls,  but  also 
benefitted  their  families  financially  by  enabling  the  girls  to  do  their  work  in 
a  more  efficient  way,  thereby  earning  more  money. 

Because  of  insufficient  funds,  the  Home  Industry  Department  was 
closed  on  September  1,  1930,  but  its  reorganization  is  hoped  for  in  1931. 
Theatre  passes,  concert  tickets  and  entertainments  of  various  kinds  repre- 
sent the  recreation  program  for  1930. 

In  many  ways,  1930  was  a  very  trying  year  for  the  Wilkes  Barre  Branch, 
but  looking  back  over  its  twelve  months  one  is  convinced  that  the  good 
things  greatly  outnumber  the  difficult  ones.  And  so,  as  the  Old  Year  sinks 
into  the  past,  it  is  stamped  "Good"  by  the  Wilkes-Barre  Branch. 


Frederick  H*  Cone  &  Co. 

I NCORPOR ATED 

181  FRONT  STREET,  NEW  YORK,  U.  S.  A. 


BRISTLES  HORSEHAIR 

AND  FIBRES 

ALL  KINDS  AND  COLORS 


Complete  Stocks  Always  Available 


Quotations,  Samples  and  Information  on  all  Brush  Materials 
furnished  on  request 


When  You  Need 

Bunch  Bags,  Handle  Cones, 
All  Over  Broom  Bags, 
Individual  Broom  Slips 

Write  us  for  samples  and  prices. 

WE  ARE  THE  LARGEST  producers  of  paper  broom 
bags.  We  specialize  on  the  needs  of  the  broom  manufac- 
turers. Our  equipment  enables  us  to  offer  you  the  best 
service  at  competitive  prices. 

AN  INQUIRY  will  be  appreciated. 


THE  KENNEDY  CAR  LINER  &  BAG  CO, 

SHELBYVILLE,  INDIANA 
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RECOMMENDATIONS  OF  THE  FIFTH  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 

OF  THE  PENNSYLVANIA  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND, 

AS  APPROVED  BY  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  OF 

THE  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES,  DECEMBER  30,  1930. 

First.  The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association 
for  the  Blind,  acting  under  authority  of  a  resolution  of  the  Board  passed  October  7,  1(,)30,  hereby 
instructs  the  proper  officers  of  the  Association,  as  individuals  or  through  the  proper  Committees, 
as  opportunity  and  funds  permit,  to  carry  out  the  following  program: — 

A — "Prevention  of  Blindness" 

1.  To  cooperate  with  the  State  Council  for  the  Blind,  the  State  Department  of  Health  and 
the  proper  ophthalmological  authorities,  in  an  effort  to  secure  the  establishment  of  a  training 
center,  in  connection  with  two  hospitals,  advantageously  located  within  the  State,  where  nurses 
may  receive  instruction  in  the  technicpie  of  irrigating  the  ophthalmic  eye  and  in  the  proper  treat- 
ment thereof.  Other  hospitals  should  be  induced  to  affiliate  with  these  two  in  rounding  out  the 
training  of  their  student  nurses.  Several  of  the  leading  hospitals  in  the  more  populous  centers  of 
the  State  should  be  induced  to  set  up  wards,  preferably  of  the  isolated,  rather  than  of  the  cubical 
type,  for  the  treatment  of  ophthalmic  cases. 

2.  To  cooperate  with  the  State  Bureau  of  Special  Education,  the  State  Council  for  the  Blind, 
and  through  the  Association's  Branch  Directors  and  Supervisors,  in  promoting  the  establishment 
of  sight-saving  classes  in  the  Public  and  Private  Schools  throughout  the  State;  to  support  every 
well-regulated  effort  to  isolate  contagious  eye  diseases,  and  to  encourage  measures  of  all  kinds 
calculated  to  reduce  the  percentage  of  blindness,  due  to  accident  and  other  causes,  including  the 
support  of  proper  eugenic  and  hygienic  legislation  for  the  prevention  of  blindness. 

B— "Relief  and  Recreation" 

1.  To  give  the  widest  possible  publicity  to  the  desirability  of  securing  a  pension,  or  relief, 
for  the  blind  from  the  State;  and,  to  this  end  give  full  support  to  the  proposed  amendment  to 
the  State  Constitution  making  such  a  pension  possible,  which  amendment  has  already  passed  the 
necessary  two  legislatures,  and  which  will  come  up  for  popular  vote  in  November  1933. 

2.  To  encourage  every  movement  for  providing  needy  blind  people  with  adequate  temporary 
or  permanent  relief  in  accordance  with  scientific  principles. 

3.  To  look  into  the  possibility  of  securing  indemnity  or  insurance  against  the  loss  of  sight 
and  pass  their  findings  on  to  the  Directors  and  Supervisors  of  the  several  Branches. 

C — "Placement:  Professional,  Commercial  and  Industrial" 

1.  To  emphasize  through  their  Branch  Officers,  Placement  Agents  and  Supervisors,  acting 
in  the  capacity  of  Placement  Agents,  the  prime  importance  of  placement  as  a  livelihood  for  blind 
people. 

2.  To  test  out  any  suggested  devices,  methods,  or  lines  of  business  which  may  be  of  advan- 
tage to  blind  workers;  and  to  report  the  findings  to  the  Branch  Supervisors  and  Placement  Agents. 

D — "Home  Industries  and  Shop  Work" 

1.  Todetermine,  in  conjunction  with  theStateCouncilforthe  Blind, and  with  the  proper  officers 
of  the  several  Branches,  the  extent  to  which  standardization  in  the  purchase  of  raw  materials,  in 
the  manufacture  thereof,  and  in  the  price  and  commission  paid  thereon,  may  be  practical; 
taking  into  consideration  always  the  varying  local  conditions;  and  to  make  their  findings  available 
to  the  several  Branches. 

2.  To  cooperate  with  the  State  Council  for  the  Blind  in  providing  the  several  Branches  with 
sources  where  the  best  qualities  and  prices  of  materials  may  be  secured;  to  work  out  with  the 
proper  Branch  Officers  a  fair  scale  of  wages  and  of  commissions  for  the  sale  of  blind-made  articles, 
as  affecting  both  the  blind  salesmen  themselves,  and  the  Branches  exchanging  each  others  products. 

3.  To  cooperate  with  the  officers  of  the  several  Branches  in  an  effort  to  provide  for  each 
Branch  at  least  one  article,  which  may  be  made  by  that  Branch  only,  for  sale  through  its  own  local 
agencies  and  through  the  agencies  of  the  other  Branches. 


J.  D.  WESTCOTT  &  SON 

UNION  CITY,  PENNSYLVANIA 

Oldest  and  Largest  Manufacturer  of 
Hardwood  Broom  Handles 


The  many  Associations  for  the  Blind 
make  the  kind  of  brooms  on  which 
we  are  proud  to  see  our  handles.  We 
hope  that  WESTCOTT  HANDLES 
contribute  to  some  degree  to  the  high 
standard  of  the  finished  product. 


SPECIAL  NOTICE 

"The  Biennial  Convention  of  the  American  Association  of 
Workers  for  the  Blind  will  be  held  this  year  in  New  York  City, 
beginning  Sunday  evening,  April  12th,  and  ending  Friday,  April  17th. 
As  you  probably  know,  this  Convention  will  this  year  be  held  in 
conjunction  with  the  World  Conference  of  Workers  for  the  Blind 
and  the  occasion  will,  therefore,  be  of  unusual  interest  and  import- 
ance  to  workers  for  the  blind  throughout  the  entire  country.  In 
addition  to  this  fact,  New  York  City  in  itself  offers  many  interesting 
features  of  work  for  the  blind  in  the  many  organizations  and  associa- 
tions for  the  blind  which  carry  on  work  within  its  borders.  Practically 
every  phase  of  work  may  be  found  here  including  industrial,  educa- 
tional, social  and  relief  activities  and  we  feel  sure  that  this  fact 
combined  with  the  unusual  opportunities  offered  to  workers  by  the 
Convention  should  be  an  inducement  to  workers  for  the  blind.**** 

"The  Convention  will  be  held  at  the  Hotel  Pennsylvania,  which 
is  very  centrally  located  and  within  walking  distance  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Station.  The  hotel  management  will  cooperate  in  every 
way  possible  to  make  our  guests  comfortable  during  their  stay  in 
New  York  and  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind,  which  is 
this  year  host  to  the  Convention,  is  making  every  effort  to  make  this 
Convention  one  which  will  long  have  pleasant  memories  for  the 
members  who  attend." 

For  further  information  write  to  H.  M.  Immeln,  111  East  59th 
Street,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
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E — "Salesmanship" 

1.  To  initiate  an  advertising  campaign  by  letter  to  Hoards  of  Education,  hospitals,  clubs, 

church  societies,  etc.,  on  Association  letterheads  sent  out  from  headquarters,  to  be  followed  up 
locally  by  appropriate  correspondence  on  individual  Branch  stationery. 

2.  To  develop  and  maintain  a  catalogue  of  articles  produced  by  the  several  Blanches, 
indicating  the  wholesale  and  retail  price  of  each  article,  the  Branch  by  which  it  is  made,  and  such 
other  pertinent  data  as  may  prove  desirable. 

F— "Legislation   for   the   Blind" 

1.  To  endeavor  through  every  available  means  to  secure,  through  the  Legislature  and  the 
Governor,  the  appropriation  of  $90,000.00  requested  by  the  Association  for  the  carrying  out  of 
its  program  for  the  biennium  19:51-33. 

2.  To  cooperate  with  Hon.  Henry  E.  Lanius  in  securing  the  passage,  through  the  second 
Legislature,  of  his  amendment  to  the  State  Constitution  making  one-fare  tickets  for  the  blind 
people  and  their  guides  possible  within  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

G — "General  Provision" 

1.  To  work  out  in  conjunction  with  the  proper  officers  of  the  State  Council  for  the  Blind 
and  the  Branches  of  the  Association,  the  conditions  and  requirements  under  which  blind  people 
may  be  accepted  for  employment,  under  which  they  may  continue  in  their  relationship  to  the 
organization  and  under  which  they  may  be  transferred  to  some  agency,  giving  relief,  medical  care 
or  other  benefit. 

2.  To  work  out  with  the  proper  officers  of  the  several  Branches,  a  system  of  reciprocal 
exchange  of  Department  Heads  and  other  expert  workers,  by  means  of  which  the  very  best  skill 
and  experience  within  each  Branch  of  the  Association  shall  become  available  in  the  greatest 
possible'  measure  to  every  other  Branch. 

3.  To  devise  means  by  which  opportunities  may  be  afforded  Supervisors  and  Department 
Heads  for  improving  their  knowledge  and  experience  through  attendance  for  brief  periods,  as 
occasion  demands,  upon  special  schools  or  training  centers. 

1.  To  investigate  the  feasibility  and  wisdom  of  establishing  a  special  experimental  station 
and  training  center  for  workers  for  the  blind  within  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

o.  To  issue  a  quarterly  bulletin,  or  magazine,  through  which  information  in  any  way 
related  to  the  Association's  work  shall  be  communicated  to  its  Trustees,  Directors,  Supervisors 
and  Department  Heads  and  through  which  the  proper  officers  of  the  Association  and  of  the 
several  Branches  may  find  expression. 


Second.  Further,  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Association, 
hereby  recommends  that  the  proper  officers  of  the  several  Branches,  as  individuals  or  through 
the  proper  committees,  as  opportunity  and  funds  permit,  cooperate  with  the  Association  in  carry- 
ing out  the  foregoing  program  and  to  work  toward  the  realization  of  the  following  policies: — 

A — "Prevention  of  Blindness" 

1.  To  cooperate  with  State  and  local  medical  and  health  agencies  in  the  prevention  of 
blindness. 

2.  To  use  every  available  agency  fqr  educating  the  public  locally  to  the  great  importance 
of  conserving  eyesight. 

B — "Relief  and  Recreation" 

1.  To  make  a  careful  study  of  the  pension  and  relief  laws  of  the  various  States  of  the  Union 
looking  toward  intelligent  determination  and  support  of  proper  legislation  for  the  enactment 
of  such  a  law  in  Pennsylvania,  when  the  amendment  to  the  Constitution  above  referred  to 
(First  B-l)  becomes  operative. 

2.  To  secure  from  their  respective  County  Poor  Boards  and  other  local  sources,  govern- 
mental or  private,  for  their  blind  people,  such  direct  relief  as  may  be  necessary  to  their  daily  needs. 

3.  To  provide  within  their  respective  communities,  through  the  assistance  of  service  clubs, 
church  societies  and  otherwise,  more  adequate  social  and  recreational  opportunities  for  their 
blind  people,  including  radio  sets,  indoor  and  outdoor  parties,  games,  guides,  etc. 


"BUDDY"  FORTUNATE  FIELDS 

"THE  SEEING  EYE" 

INCORPORATED 

The  first  school  in  the  United  States  for  the  instruction  of 
dogs  as  guides  for  the  blind 

ADMINISTRATIVE  HEADQUARTERS 

NASHVILLE,  TENNESSEE 

TRAINING  HEADQUARTERS 

MORRISTOWN,  NEW  JERSEY 

"Seeing  Eye"  Guide  Dogs  Working  from  Coast  to  Coast 

Brush  Handles 

and 

Wood  Turnings 

We  manufacture  a  com- 
plete line  of  Brush  Handles 
1          and   Wood   Turnings,    also 
Display  Fixtures,  Thermom- 
eter  Backs,    Bread   Boards, 
Nut    Bowls,    Toy   Building 
Blocks,  etc. 

Write  for  prices  and  cata- 
log showing  our  line. 

Holgate  Brothers  Co* 

Kane,  Pa. 

Theo-  J.  Ely 
Manufacturing  Co* 

Girard,  Pa. 

Manufacturers  of 

Hardware   and 

Woodenware 

SPECIALTIES 

Mop  Handles,  Brush  Holders, 

Automatic  Wringers  and 

Bucket  Combined,  etc. 
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C — "Placement:  Professional,  Commercial  and  Industrial" 

1.  To  sell  the  idea  of  placing  blind  people  in  industry  and  in  business  to  their  own  Directors 
and  to  interested  members  of  service  clubs. 

2.  To  interest  the  active  cooperation  of  these'  same  Directors  and  interested  club  members 
in  finding  placement  opportunities  for  their  local  blind  people. 

3.  To  secure  the  cooperation  of  other  local  placement  and  employment  agencies  in  the  effort 
to  place  blind  people,  especially  those  possessed  of  a  measure  of  sight. 

D — "Home  Industries  and  Shop  Work" 

1.  To  furnish  the  Association  Office  with  any  special  information  regarding  quality  and 
price  of  materials,  regarding  any  new  line  of  manufacture  available  to  blind  workers,  and  re- 
garding any  new  method  of  marketing  blind-made  articles. 

2.  To  work  out,  in  light  of  experience  and  of  seientifie  procedure,  a  definite  policy  for  securing 
and  maintaining  the  eonfidenee  of  their  local  blind  people,  to  the  end  that  the  maximum  results 
may  be  obtained  in  the  effort  to  rehabilitate  and  assist  these  worthy  people. 

3.  To  secure  from  their  County,  Borough  or  City,  appropriations,  after  the  manner  of  that 
received  by  the  Pittsburgh  Branch  from  the  City  of  Pittsburgh,  and  the  County  of  Allegheny, 
for  the  training  and  subsidizing  of  their  blind  workers;  and  further,  to  secure,  where  necessary, 
through  the  Rehabilitation  Bureau  of  the  Department  of  Labor  and  Industry,  the  training  of 
blind  people  in  special  occupations. 

4.  To  require  of  their  blind  workers  quality  rather  than  quantity  in  the  manufacture  of 
all  articles,  as  such  a  policy  insures  greater  economy,  a  higher  standard  of  outputand  better  prices, 
while  at  the  same  time  it  does  not  exact  too  much  strain  upon  the  strength  of  the  handicapped 
worker. 

5.  To  study  the  effect  of  handicap  or  augmentation  of  wage,  in  its  relation  to  actual  earnings, 
at  the  union  rate,  and  in  distinction  from  a  fiat  rate  of  wage,  insofar  as  these  questions  enter  into 
the  work  of  their  particular  Branch. 

E — "Salesmanship" 

1.  To  organize,  within  the  limits  of  their  local  opportunities,  a  sales  committee  to  assist 
their  Supervisor  in  the  development  of  salesmanship  by  blind  people. 

2.  To  formulate  and  execute  plans  for  securing  the  maximum  market,  not  only  for  local 
blind-made  goods,  but  for  articles  made  by  other  Branches,  for  the  sale  of  which  latter,  a  special 
service  commission  shall  aways  be  given. 

3.  To  make  contacts  through  their  local  stores,  church  societies  and  service  clubs  for  the 
marketing  of  blind-made  articles,  to  the  end  that  every  home  may  be  a  patron  of  blind  skill. 

4.  To  furnish  the  Association  Office  with  data  regarding  each  article,  old  and  new,  made  by 
its  workers,  in  order  that  it  may  be  listed  as  early  as  possible  in  the  general  sales  catalogue. 

F— "Legislation  for  the   Blind" 

1.  To  secure  the  active  cooperation,  through  actual  personal  contact,  of  their  respective 
State  Senators  and  Representatives,  in  securing,  through  the  Legislature  and  the  Governor,  the 
appropriation  of  $90,000.00  requested  by  the  Association  for  the  carrying  out  of  its  program  for 
the  biennium  1931-33. 

2.  In  interviewing  these  Legislators,  emphasis  should  be  laid  upon  the  importance  of  their 
favoring  our  bill  before  their  respective  Appropriation  Committees,  in  order  that  it  may  be  re- 
ported out  of  Committee  in  its  full  amount. 

G — "General  Provision" 

1.  To  seek  expert  assistance  from  the  Association  itself,  and  through  the  Association  from 
other  Branches,  as  well  as  from  the  State  Council  for  the  Blind,  and  where  possible,  to  reciprocate 
such  service. 

2.  To  give  their  Supervisors  and  other  staff  workers  opportunity  from  time  to  time,  for 
improving  their  knowledge  and  experience  through  attendance  for  brief  periods,  as  occasion 
demands,  upon  special  schools  or  training  centers. 


McCORD  COMPANY 

LOUISVILLE,  KY. 
Spun  and  Roving     : :     Soft  and  Hard  Twist 

YARNS 

Made  at  Our  Own  Mill  Under  Our  Own  Brands 

"TIP  TOP" 

"LION" 
"VICTOR" 

Put  Up  On  Tubes,  Many  Ends  Off,  or  In  Skeins 

FOR 

Mop  and  Mop  Head 
Manufacturers 

Write  for  Prices  and  Samples 
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This  issue  of  Tin-:  Seer  is  cordially  dedicated  to  the 
Lions  International,  District  14,  whose  major  activity 
is  work  for  the  blind  and  for  the  prevention  of  blindness. 
The  Board  of  Directors  of  each  of  our  thirteen  Branches, 
as  well  as  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Association,  has 
among  its  members,  one  or  more  Lions;  and  the  interest 
of  these  friends  of  the  blind  is  becoming  more  and  more 
practical  day  by  day. 

On  another  page  of  this  issue,  appears  an  article  by 
our  District  Governor,  Lion  Daniel  J.  Kramer. 
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WHAT  THE  SEER  SEES 

As  we  go  to  press,  Tue  Seer  beholds  in  progress  in  New  York  City,  the 
greatest  World  Conference  on  work  for  the  blind,  which  has  ever  been  held. 
The  greatest  previous  Conference  of  the  sort,  was  held  in  London  in  1914, 
just  prior  to  the  great  world  war,  at  which  Conference  it  was  the  writer's 
privilege  to  be  present.  At  the  present  Conference,  thirty-six  countries  are 
represented,  and  the  holding  of  the  Biennial  Convention  of  the  American 
Association  of  Workers  for  the  Blind  at  the  same  time  and  place,  makes  it 
possible  for  hundreds  of  our  American  leaders  in  the  work  to  make  personal 
contacts  with  our  friends  from  abroad.  An  atmosphere  of  friendly  exchange 
of  ideas  and  experience  prevails  throughout  all  the  meetings,  and  it  is  ex- 
pected that  one  outgrowth  of  the  Conference  will  be  the  establishment 
(probably  at  Paris)   of  an   "International  Institute"  on  work  for  the  blind. 

There  is  reasonable  prospect  also  of  a  more  practical  cooperation  in  matters 
related  to  the  important  question  of  a  uniform  type,  especially  for  the  blind 
of  the  Knglish-speaking  world. - 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  delegates  to  the  Conference,  with  the 
countries  from  which  they  hail: — 

ARGENTINA  '       CHINA 

Senor  S.  I  1  i^ts  Codino  .Mr.  George  B.  Fryer 

AUSTRALIA  COLOMBIA 

Mr.      ■  I  ledger  Senor  juan  Antonio  Parclo  Ospina 

.Mr.  Herbert  \\  .    I  hompson 


AUSTRIA 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


Dr.  Siegfried  Altmann  DTr-  Ja/osav  Novak 

Fraulein  Olga  I  loffnung  J?r.    Y\rel  St/ac,h 

BELGIUM  Dn  Al6ksei  Zah°r 

Professor  Gerard  Bone  '  >ENMARK 
Monsieur  R.  Grenade  Herr  Ernst  Jorgensen 

BRAZIL  '  EGYPT 

Senor  Jose  Espindola  da  Yeiga  Dr.  C.  R.  Watson 

Senor  Joao  Ignacio  da  Fonseca  Dr.  Mahmoud  Azmy  el  Kattan 

Mine,  de  Freire  pp  \NCE 

BULGARIA  Monsieur  Paul  Guinot 

Monsieur  V.  Stephanoff  Monsieur  D.  Lelievre 

CANADA  Monsieur  G.  L.  Raverat 

Captain  E.  A.  Baker  Professor  Pierre  Yilley 

Mr.  Joseph  F.  Clunk  GERMANY 

^  Mr.  S.  C.  Swift  Dr.  Lothar  Gaebler-Knibbe 

CHILE  Dr.  Paul  Grasemann 

Senor  Luis  E.  Feliu-Hurtado  Dr.  W.  Steinberg 

Senor  Pedro  Fajardo  Dr.  Carl  Strehl 
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GREAT  BRITAIN 

Mr.  George  Danby 

Mr.  W.  McG.  Eagar 

Mr.  R.  Forbes 

Captain  Ian  Fraser 

Miss  M.  M.  R.  Garaway 

Mr.  F.  R.  Lovett 

Miss  f.  A.  Merivale 

Mr.  G.  F.  Mowatt 

Mr.  S.  W.  Starling 

Mr.  J.  E.  Underwood 

Dr.  Ernest  Whitfield 
GREECE 

Mrs.  Irene  Lascaridis 
GUATEMALA 

Senor  Julio  Montano  Novella 
HOLLAND 

Dr.  A.  H.  J.  Belzer 
HUNGARY 

Dr.  Carl  Herodek 
INDIA 

Mr.  C.  G.  Henderson 

Mr.  P.  N.  V.  Rau 

Mr.  A.  K.  Shah 
ITALY 

Dr.  Cav.  Gino  Chiaramonte 

Commendatore  Dottore  Aurelio 
Nicolodi 

Commendatore  Oreste  Poggiolini 

Professor  Augusto  Romagnoli 
JAPAN 

Mr.  Umaji  Akiba 

Mr.  Tokuichi  Hashimura 

Mr.  Kingo  Kimura 

Mr.  Ryutaro  Kimura 

Mr.  Tetsutaro  Kumagaya 

Mr.  Kyotaro  Nakamura 

Mr.  Yoshihiro  Tamori 
MEXICO 

Senor  Ramon  Beteta 

Senor  Alejandro  Meza 
NEW  ZEALAND 

Mr.  Clutha  N.  Mackenzie 
NORWAY 

Herr  Halfdan  Karterud 
PERU 

Dr.  Jose  Rivera 
POLAND 

Dr.  W.  Dolanski 

Herr  Wagner 

Herr  Wawrznowski 
ROUMANIA 

Dr.  Constantin  Paul 
SOUTH  AFRICA 

Rev.  Arthur  W.  Blaxall 
SPAIN 

Dr.  Miguel  Merida  Nicolich 
SWEDEN 

Herr  Alrik  Lundberg 

Herr  Ernst  Retsler 
SWITZERLAND 

Mrs.  Harrison  Eustis 

Fraulein  Margaret  Schaffer 
TURKEY 

Mr.  Luther  R.  Fowle 


UNITED  STATES 

Dr.  Edward  E.  Allen 

Mr.  I.  F.  Bledsoe 

Mr.  Robert  I.  Bramhall 

Dr.  Olin  H.  Burritt 

Mr.  A.  J.  Caldwell 

Mrs.  Mary  Dranga  Campbell 

Mr.  Lewis  H.  Carris 

Mr.  B.  P.  Chappie 

Mr.  Harold  T.  Clark 

Miss  Helen  J.  Coffin 

Mr.  William  Nelson  Cromwell 

Mrs.  Emma  N.  Delfino 

Mr.  A.  C.  Ellis 

Dr.  John  H.  Finley 

Miss  Kate  M.  Foley 

Dr.  R.  S.  French 

Mr.  Calvin  S.  Glover 

Miss  Lucille  Goldthwaite 

Mr.  S.  M.  Green 

Mr.  William  A.  Hadley 

Miss  Grace  S.  Harper 

Miss  Lydia  Y.  Hayes 

Mr.  Walter  G.  Holmes 

Mr.  J.  T.  Hooper 

Mr.  H.  M.  Immeln 

Mr.  Robert  B.  Irwin 

Mr.  B.  S.  Joice 

Mr.  H.  R.  Latimer 

Mr.  Thomas  S.  McAloney 

Mr.  George  F.  Meyer 

Mr.  M.  C.  Migel 

Mrs.  Eva  B.  Palmer 

Mr.  G.  L.  Raverat 

Mr.  L.  W.  Rodenberg 

Mr.  Stetson  K.  Ryan 

Mr.  Peter  J.  Salmon 

Mr.  S.  Mervyn  Sinclair 

Mr.  Edward  M.  Van  Cleve 

Mr.  I.  S.  Wampler 
URUGUAY 

Senora  Carmes  Questas  de  Nery 
YUGOSLAVIA 

Monsieur  Velyko  Ramadanovitch 

GUESTS  OF  THE  WORLD  CONFERENCE 

AUSTRALIA 

Mrs.  Herbert  W.  Thompson 
BELGIUM 

Mme.  Gerard  Borre 
FRANCE 

Mme.  Paul  Guinot 

Monsieur  Villey 
GERMANY 

Herr  Hermann  Muller 

Herr  Inspektor  Hermann  Schwerdt 
GREAT  BRITAIN 

Mr.  G.  C.  Brown 

Mrs.  George  Danby 

Mrs.  Ian  Fraser 

Miss  Mary  Hamar  Greenwood 

Rev.  E.  H.  Griffiths 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  R.  Halliday 

Mr.  S.  F.  Markham 

Dr.  G.  F.  McCleary 

Mrs.  S.  W.  Starling 
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IRELAND 

Councilor  Peter  P.  Brady 
Mr.  I.  P.  Neary 

ITALY 
Signorina  Marcella  de  Negi 
Signorina  Nina  Poggiolini 
Signora  Elena  Romagnoli 

JAPAN 

Mrs.  Tetsutaro  Kumagaya 


MEXICO 
Senora  Beteta 

POLAND 

Mme.  Dolanski 
SPAIN 

Senora  Vera  D.  de  Merida 
SWEDEN 

Herr  S.  Lundberg 

The  foreign  delegates,  accompanied  by  guides  and  interpreters,  are 
visiting  the  leading  centers  in  work  for  the  blind  in  New  York  City,  Phila- 
delphia, Washington,  D.  C,  Pittsburgh,  Cleveland,  and  Boston,  with  a  side 
trip  to  Niagara  Falls.  The  entire  Conference  is  sponsored  by  the  American 
Foundation  for  the  Blind,  the  American  Association  of  Instructors  of  the 
Blind  and  the  American  Association  of  Workers  for  the  Blind,  represented 
by  the  following  Organizing  Committee: — 

Mr.  M.  C.  Migel,  New  York 

Mr.  Robert  B.  Irwin,  New  York 

Dr.  Edward  E.  Allen,  Massachusetts 

Dr.  Olin  H.  Burritt,  Pennsylvania 

Mrs.  Mary  Dranga  Campbell,  Missouri 

Mr.  B.  P.  Chappie,  North  Dakota 

Mr.  Harold  T.  Clark,  Ohio 

Mr.  William  Nelson  Cromwell,  New  York 

Dr.  John  H.  Finley,  New  York 

Mr.  Calvin  S.  Glover,  Ohio. 

Miss  Lucille  Goldthwaite,  New  York 

Mr.  William  A.  Hadley,  Illinois 

Miss  Grace  S.  Harper,  New  York 

Mr.  B.  S.  Joice,  Pennsylvania 

Mr.  H.  R.  Latimer,  Pennsylvania 

Mr.  Thomas  S.  McAloney,  Colorado 

Mr.  S  etson  K.  Ryan,  Connecticut 

Mr.  Edward  M.  Yan  Cleve,  New  York 

In  the  midst  of  all  the 
satisfaction  growing  out 
of  the  World  Conference 
on  work  for  the  blind, 
The  Seer  sees  with  dis- 
tinct regret,  the  retire- 
ment of  our  leading  edu- 
cator in  work  for  the 
blind,  Dr.  Edward  E. 
Allen,  from  the  director- 
ship of  the  Perkins 
Institute  and  Massa- 
chusetts School  for  the 
Blind.  Dr.  Allen  needs 
no  praise  to  any  group 
of  educators  or  workers 
for  the  blind,  either  in 
American  or  abroad.  The 
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fact  that  he  will  continue  his  courses  on  education  and  work  for  the  blind 
in  connection  with  Harvard  University  is  a  matter  of  gratification  to  all 
who  have  the  interests  of  blind  people  at  heart. 

Again,  True  Seer  sees  a  better  understanding  growing  up  among  the 
blind  people  of  the  country  regarding  the  problems  that  concern  them 
most  vitally.  In  Pennsylvania,  the  home  of  Tin-;  Seer,  a  basis  has  been 
recently  found  upon  which  organized  workers  for  the  blind  and  the  blind 
people  themselves,  are  cooperating  in  a  manner  calculated  to  eliminate 
many  of  the  sordid  controversies,  wmich  have  characterized  the  past  and  to 
remove  by  common  agreement,  with  police  cooperation,  blind  mendicancy 
from  the  streets  of  our  cities.  This  fact  coupled  with  a  more  understanding 
and  liberal  attitude  of  state  and  private  welfare  agencies  toward  our  blind 
problems,  promises  the  dawn  of  a  much  happier  day  as  regard  both  oppor- 
tunity for  work  and  justifiable  relief  for  our  blind  people  generally. 

The  Seer  beholds  a  busy  time  ahead  for  the  Executive  Secretary,  who 
was  authorized  at  the  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind,  April  9,  1931,  to  make  the  neces- 
sary preparations  for  the  Sixth  Annual  Conference  of  the  Association,  to  be 
held  in  Harrisburg  on  Monday  and  Tuesday,  October  5  and  6,  1931,  and  to 
prepare  a  program  for  the  same.  Accordingly,  the  Executive  Secretary 
hereby  serves  notice  upon  the  several  Trustees,  Branch  Directors,  Super- 
visors and  Department  Heads  of  the  Association,  that  they  will  be  called 
upon  in  due  time  to  fulfill  their  respective  parts  in  making  our  coming  Sixth 
Annual  Conference  a  greater  success  even  than  was  our  Fifth  Conference 
last  October.  One  recommendation,  at  least,  of  the  last  Conference,  namely, 
the  establishment  of  a  quarterly  bulletin,  has  become  a  reality  in  "The 
Seer",  which  is  just  now  going  into  its  second  issue.  The  other  recommen- 
dations are  receiving  attention  and  will  be  reported  upon  at  the  Sixth  Annual 
Conference. 

The  Seer  looks  out  once  again  upon  the  gratifying  progress  which  the 
State  Council  for  the  Blind  is  making,  especially  in  connection  with  its  pro- 
gram for  the  prevention  of  needless  blindness.  It  is  confidently  expected 
that  the  next  school  year  in  the  City  of  Pittsburgh  will  include  in  its  program 
a  number  of  sight-saving  classes,  such  as  already  exist-  in  Philadelphia  and 
Reading.  The  best  way  to  help  blind  people  is  to  prevent  our  seeing  friends 
and  acquaintances  from  losing  their  eyesight.  Incidentally,  Pittsburgh  and 
vicinity,  which,  as  an  industrial  and  mining  section,  might  be  expected  to 
have  one  blind  person  to  every  eight  hundred  of  the  adult  population,  has 
only  one  such  person  to  every  1550  of  the  adult  population.  The  Preven- 
tion of  Blindness  Department  of  the  Pittsburgh  Branch  of  the  Association, 
which  has  operated  during  the  past  fifteen  years,  lays  righteous  claim  to  a 
part  of  the  credit  for  this  excellent  showing.  If  now,  sight-saving  classes 
can  be  introduced  into  our  public  and  parochial  schools,  this  excellent  show- 
ing for  Pittsburgh  and  vicinity,  as  regards  the  low  per  cent  of  adult  blind- 
ness, can  be  made  much  lower  still  in  years  to  come. 

Finally,  The  Seer  is  keeping  his  eye  upon  the  State  Legislature  at 
Harrisburg,  for  the  first  appearance  out  of  committee  of  Senate  Bill  72,  re- 
questing an  appropriation  of  $90,000  for  the  work  of  the  Pennsylvania  As- 
sociation for  the  Blind,  during  the  coming  biennium.  The  unusual  amount 
of  business  before  the  present  Legislature  has  delayed  action  upon  all 
appropriation  measures.     There  is,  however,  a  much  better  understanding 

(Continued  on  Page  12) 
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AS  OTHERS  SEE  US 

S.  C.  Swift,  Chief  Librarian,  Canadian  National  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
writes  as  follows:  "Thanks  for  the  copy  of  The  Seer.  The  little  quarterly 
is  very  neat  and  also  timely.  Good  Kick  to  The  Seer  and  may  he  ever  see 
a  widening  horizon.". 

H.  M.  Immeln,  Director  of  Social  Service,  New  York  Association  for 
the  Blind,  says:  "I  was  pleased  to  receive  a  copy  of  your  quarterly  bulletin, 
The  Seer,  and  I  should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  compliment  you  on 
the  splendid  results  secured  in  the  work  of  your  Association,  as  shown  by 
this  publication." 

Eric  S.  Wessborg,  Superintendent,  Michigan  Employment  Institution 
for  the  Blind,  writes  in:  "This  is  to  acknowledge  the  first  copy  of  The 
Seer  for  which  please  accept  our  thanks.  The  writer  has  read  it  with  a 
great  deal  of  interest  and  is  very  much  impressed  with  your  publication." 

Thomas  S.  McAloney,  Superintendent,  Colorado  School  for  Deaf  and 
Blind,  writes:  "I  am  in  receipt  of  a  copy  of  the  first  issue  of  The  Seer,  and 
I  think  it  is  an  excellent  thing  to  keep  people  acquainted  with  the  whole 
work  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind.     More  luck  to  you." 

C.  B.  Auel,  Employees'  Service  Department,  Westinghouse  Electric 
and  Manufacturing  Company,  and  Chairman  of  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Council  for  the  Blind,  says:  "The  Seer  should  prove  an  excellent  medium 
through  which  to  let  the  friends  of  the  Association  know  of  its  statewide 
activities,  and  I  particularly  -liked  its  program  as  set  forth  therein  with 
which  every  right  thinking  person  must  be  in  the  fullest  accord." 

Mrs.  Moses  Ruslander,  Atlantic  City,  N.  J.,  our  newly  elected  Honorary 
President,  writes  to  us  as  follows:  "I  am  in  receipt  of  the  first  copy  of  The 
Seer  and  can't  resist  telling  you  how  much  I  enjoy  its  contents.  It  cannot 
help  but  prove  a  power  for  good  in  the  interest  of  the  sighless  for  whom  we 
labor  and  pray." 

M.  I.  Tynan,  Supervisor,  Department  for  the  Blind,  Minnesota  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Institutions,  says:  "A  few  days  ago,  I  received  the  first 
copy  of  your  new  quarterly  bulletin  The  Seer.  I  have  found  it  most  inter- 
esting, and  feel  it  has  given  me  more  comprehensive  knowledge  of  your  or- 
ganization than  I  have  ever  had  before." 

Mrs.  Morris  Marx,  Executive"  Secretary,  Xew  York  Guild  for  the  Jewish 
Blind,  writes  in:  "I  want  to  thank  you  for  the  very  attractive  edition  of 
The  Seer,  which  has  just  reached  me  and  which  I  am  sure  will  be  an  inspi- 
ration to  your  different  associations  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  and  most 
interesting  to  your  cooperating  neighbors." 

Helen  J.  Coffin,  Supervisor,  Cleveland  Board  of  Education,  says:  "I 
was  very  much  interested  in  some  of  the  reports  in  The  Seer,  and  the  out- 
line containing  the  recommendations  of  the  Fifth  Annual  Conference  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind.  You  certainly  have  a  splendid 
program.  I  think  the  whole  organization  and  idea  of  your  quarterly  bulletin 
splendid." 
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A  WORD  FROM  DISTRICT  GOVERNOR, 
LION   KRAMER 


In  receiving  the  first  copy  of  this  publication,  which  I  understand  is  to 
be  issued  as  a  quarterly  bulletin  in  the  interests  of  the  blind  people  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  allow  me  to  take  this  opportunity,  as  District  Gover- 
nor of  the  Keystone  State,  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  and  appreciation; 
first,  for  the  people  who  thought  of  the  idea;  and  second,  for  the  splendid 
cooperation,  which  the  various  branches  throughout  the  State  have  shown 
in  the  hrst  issue  of  this  bulletin. 

There  is  no  question  in  my 
mind  but  that  every  Lion  in  the 
State  should  feel  mighty  proud  of 
the  fact  that  he  should  be  privi- 
ledged  to  wear  the  emblem  of 
Lions  International  on  the  lapel 
of  his  coat,  which  signifies  "Ser- 
vice", to  be  rendered  to  a  people, 
whose  appreciation  is  shown  al- 
most continuously,  and  who,  as 
individuals,  have  never  asked 
for  any  help  or  assistance. 

May  we,  as  Lions,  continue  to 
carry  on  this  splendid  work  which 
we  have  started,  and  which  is 
one  of  the  major  activities  of 
Lionism;  and  when  we  have 
reached  that  point  in  life,  may 
we  hear  these  words,  "Well  done, 
thou  true  and  faithful  servant; 
enter  into  the  Kingdom  of  God." 
Daniel  J.  Kramer, 
Mr.  Daniel  J.  Kramer  District  Governor. 
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News  Items  From  Our  Branches 

(Editor's  Note     "News  Items"  from  each  Branch  arc  usually  contributed  by  the  Chairman 

or  Supervisor,  but  it  is  hoped  that  other  members  of  the  local  Board  will,  from  time  to  time, 
so  contribute.  A  note  to  the  Supervisor  (See  Page  2)  from  the  reader  will  bring  the  name  ot 
the  contributqr,  or  any  additional  information  desired.1 


BEAVER  COUNTY 

The  following  is  a  letter  received  from  a  man.  who  has  been  benefit  ted 
by  our  local  branch: — 

"As  an  employee  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind,  I  wish 
to  say  a  few  words  in  the  column  of  your  paper  in  commendation  of  the 
Association. 

"A  few  years  ago,  I  was  the  victim  of  a  violent  attack  ol  erysipelas  in 
my  head  which  almost  cost  me  my  life,  but  instead  settled  in  my  eyes  and 
deprived  me  of  ninety  per  cent  of  my  vision.  You  may  imagine  my  handicap 
after  having  had  good  vision  for  sixty  odd  years  to  come  down  in  my  old 
age  with  only  ten  per  cent  vision.    To  say  the  least,  it  was  almost  unbearable. 

"Brooding  over  my  affliction,  and  not  having  anything  to  employ  my 
mind  otherwise,  I  found  myself  drifting  toward  despondency.  I,  heroically, 
fought  it  off,  however,  until  I  got  in  touch  with  the  Supervisor  of  the  Branch, 
Miss  Adelaide  Sullivan.  I  called  upon  her  about  two  years  ago  and  to  mv 
delight  I  found  her  willing  and  anxious  to  do  all  she  could  for  me.  She  took 
me  to  their  physicians  in  Pittsburgh  several  times  and  had  everything  done 
for  my  eyes  that  could  possibly  be  done.  She  gave  me  emplovment  weaving 
baskets  until  they  opened  a  shop  in  Beaver  Falls,  where  I  have  been  em- 
ployed ever  since. 

"The  peace  and  satisfaction  that  came  to  my  mind  during  that  time  are 
by  me,  inexpressible — together  with  steady  employment  with  a  remunera- 
tion, almost,  if  not  altogether  affording  me  an  independent  living,  thus  tak- 
ing the  responsibility  off  my  children.  I  cannot  commend  the  Association  too 
highly,  not  only  for  what  they  have  done  for  me,  but  for  what  they  are  doing 
for  the  blind  generally. 

"In  conclusion,  I  would  say  to  the  Association,  together  with  all  who 
have  or  may  donate  to  this  cause,  that  the  reward  for  their  efforts  is  as  yet 
unseen,  but  is  forthcoming,  as  was  foretold  over  nineteen  hundred  years 
ago  by  our  Lord,  when  He  said,  "Inasmuch  as  you  have  done  it  unto  these 
My  afflicted  people,  you  have  done  it  unto  Me.  Knter  thou  into  the  King- 
dom of  our  Lord." 

Sincerely, 

John  Shixgleton 


Seerlet.  At  the  World  Conference  on  Work  for  the'  Blind,  word  was 
passed  around  that  the  delegates  from  abroad  did  not  like  to  be  called  "for- 
eigners."   Thereupon,  it  was  suggested  that  they  be  called,  "Oversea-ers" 


12  MAY,  1931 

BERKS  COUNTY 

A  fourteen  year  old  girl  living  in  Robesonia,  Berks  County,  was  almost 
totally  blind  last  December.  Two  weeks  ago  she  came  home  for  a  short 
vacation  able  to  see,  and  after  a  few  more  months  of  continued  treatment 
she  will  be  able  to  resume  her  studies  in  public  school. 

The  child  was  referred  to  us  by  Daniel  J.  Kramer,  District  Governor  of 
the  Lions  International.  This  was  the  result  of  a  communication,  which 
he  had  received  from  the  Lions  Club  of  Lebanon,  where  she  had  been  a 
patient  of  one  of  their  resident  physicians,  since  last  April.  The  doctor 
offered  no  hope  for  the  restoration  of  vision  and  was  administering  drops  as 
a  remedy  to  relieve  the  inflammation  in  the  eyes.  He  recommended  that 
application  might  be  made  for  her  to  a  school  for  the  blind. 

Since  both  parents  had  died  within  the  past  fourteen  months,  the  affairs 
of  the  small  family  estate  were  placed  under  the  guardianship  of  Mr.  Charles 
Kintzer,  Head  Cashier  of  the  Robesonia  Bank.  The  girl  and  her  brother  had 
been  given  a  temporary  home  with  friendly  neighbors. 

Before  taking  steps  to  secure  application  to  the  Pennsylvania  Institution 
for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind  at  Overbrook,  the  Supervisor,  believing 
that  some  stones  may  have  been  left  unturned  in  the  effort  to  prevent  blind- 
ness, requested  the  guidance  and  assistance  of  Miss  Evelyn  Carpenter, 
Supervisor  of  Conservation  of  Vision  of  the  State  Council  for  the  Blind. 
We  made  our  first  visit  with  Mr.  Kintzer  on  December  31,  1930.  The 
home  environment  was  exceedingly  poor — with  unsanitary  conditions,  a 
large  family  of  children  and  apparently  little,  if  any,  management.  Our 
little  girl  was  ill  kept  and  thin.  She  could  not  raise  her  head,  because  the 
light  hurt  her  eyes.  Miss  Carpenter  tried  to  take  a  visual  test,  but  this 
proved  entirely  useless. 

Action  began  immediately.  Arrangements  were  made  for  the  girl  to  have 
a  thorough  examination  at  the  Reading  Hospital.  On  January  2,  she  was 
taken  to  Philadelphia  by  Miss  Carpenter,  where  she  has  been  receiving 
neosalvarsan  treatments  at  the  State  Laboratory,  free  of  charge.  With  a 
four  plus  Wassermann,  the  child  would  have  spent  her  entire  life  in  unneces- 
sary total  blindness  had  we  not  had  the  good  fortune  to  find  her  in  time. 
But  she  sees,  and  her  vision  is  constantly  improving.  Besides  this,  she  has 
been  placed  in  a  pleasant,  congenial  boarding  home.  Through  kindly  care 
and  interest,  she  has  been  thriving  remarkably,  both  in  health  and  in 
mind. 


WHAT  THE  SEER  SEES 

(Continued  from  Page  8) 

at  Harrisburg  of  the  purposes  and  obligations  of  the  Association  than  has 
heretofore  existed,  and,  in  the  language  of  John  Stuart  Mills,  "it  is  reason- 
able to  expect"  greater  financial  consideration  from  the  State  Government 
than  the  Association  has  had  in  previous  bienniums.  By  the  time  "The 
Seer"  comes  off  the  press,  however,  the  fate  of  the  above  mentioned  bill 
will  probably  be  known  to  us  all,  and  we  shall  be  free  to  turn  our  eyes  more 
or  less  hopefully  toward  the  executive  mansion,  where  a  stroke  of  the 
Governor's  pen  will  determine  the  measure  of  our  opportunity  for  the  coming 
biennium. 


THE  SEEF 


is 


BLAIR  COUNTY 

The  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind,  is  the  only  organization  for 
the  blind  of  its  kind  in  the  United  States  that  has  established  branch  as- 
sociations within  its  own  State.  These  branch  associations  work  indepen- 
dently through  their  own  local  Board  of  Directors,  the  Chairman  of  which 
is  a  Trustee  of  the  parent  organization. 

The  state  appropriation  to  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind 
and  the  several  Branches,  is  inadequate  to  carry  on  the  work,  so  the  Lions 
Clubs  have  sponsored  this  work,  making  it  possible  for  the  Association  to 
establish  thirteen  branches  throughout  the  state,  but  the  Lions,  "big  and 
strong  as  they  are,"  rind  it  a  big  undertaking. 

In  the  smaller  branches,  where  the  appropriations  are  small,  the  Super- 
visor is  required  to  do  all  the  work,  whereas,  in  the  larger  branches,  each 
department  is  supervised  by  a  specially  trained  person.  Some  of  these 
smaller  branches  have  relied  upon  the  Public  School  and  State  Nurses  to 
do  a  part  of  the  follow-up  work  in  the  schools  that  have  children  with  de- 
fective sight,  but  this  plan  has  not  always  proven  successful.  Supervisors 
of  these  branches  find  that  they  get  better  results  by  keeping  in  closer 
touch  with  such  cases. 

Relief  work  among  the  adult  blind,  is,  in  a  measure,  being  taken  care  of 
by  the  different  city  and  county  charitable  organizations. 

The  placement  of  the  blind  in  industry  and  business  with  the  sighted, 
is  an  activity  in  which  the  smaller  branches  have  made  little  progress. 
However,  one  or  more  placements  have  been  made  by  each  of  them.  This 
placing  of  blind  people,  in  businesses  and  industries  with  the  sighted,  is  at 
times  very  difficult  and  discouraging  to  the  Supervisors. 

Five  of  the  thirteen  branches 
do  not  have  a  central  workshop, 
consequently,  the  work  is  done 
in  the  homes  under  the  personal 
supervision  of  the  Supervisor. 
Much  time  is  lost  in  going  from 
place  to  place,  due  to  poor 
transportation,  especially  in  the 
outlying  districts.  One  of  the 
Supervisors  was  extremely  for- 
tunate in  this  matter,  having  at 
his  service  one  of  the  newspaper 
trucks  to  carry  him  and  ma- 
terials to  the  different  homes. 
We,  as  Supervisors,  are  trying  to  give  the  blind  of  our  different 
communities  the  best  service  we  can  under  the  conditions,  but  there  is  still 
a  big  service  to  be  rendered  the  blind  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  State  Legis- 
lature holds  this  service  in  their  hands.  We  are  in  hopes  that  the  Legis- 
lature of  Pennsylvania  will  come  forth  this  session  and  give  the  Association 
the  appropriation  it  is  asking. 


14 MAY,  1931 

CAMBRIA  COUNTY 

About  eight  weeks  ago,  the  Supervisor  of  the  Cambria  County  Branch, 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind,  called  a  meeting  of  all  those 
persons  selling  articles,  made  by  the  blind.  The  purpose  of  this  meeting, 
was  to  work  out  a  plan  through  which  each  salesman  could  be  benefitted- 
This  procedure  not  only  worked  out  a  competitive  idea,  but  many  valuable 
suggestions  were  offered  by  the  salesmen.  The  chief  result  of  the  meeting 
was  the  working  out  of  a  district  division,  through  which  each  salesman  has 
his  own  district  in  which  to  work.  The  boys  assisted  in  dividing  the  county 
and  town  as  fairly  as  possible 

We  have  in  this  county,  nine  blind  persons  engaged  in  the  selling  of 
articles  made  by  the  blind — three  wholesale  men  and  six  retail  men.  Two 
of  the  retail  men  live  in  rural  districts  and  one  of  the  wholesale  men  takes 
charge  of  the  entire  county,  with  the  exception  of  Johnstown  proper.  One 
of  our  salesmen,  who  possesses  a  very  keen  intellect  and  whose  determination 
has  inspired  him  to  succeed  in  spite  of  a  most  tragic  handicap  in  addition  to 
his  blindness,  has  worked  up  a  telephone  service.  The  highest  number  of 
brooms  sold  in  any  one  day,  by  any  of  our  salesmen,  was  eighteen  and  this 
done  by  the  above  mentioned  telephone  service. 

Since  we  have  worked  out  this  organized  plan,  our  sales  have  not  only 
doubled,  but  have  increased  about  300  per  cent.  Each  salesman  is  working, 
not  only  for  his  own  personal  financial  benefit,  but  for  the  growth  and  de- 
velopment of  the  branch  in  which  he  is  an  integral  part. 

Our  branch  has  divided  this  county  into  thirteen  districts,  each  of  which 
is  supervised  by  a  committee  of  five  volunteer  women  workers.  These 
women  are  very  active  and  from  time  to  time  hold  sales  of  articles  made  by 
the  blind.  Through  this  medium,  we  are  able  to  dispose  of  much  of  our  ma- 
terial. 

Besides  the  sale  of  articles  made  by  the  blind,  we  have  a  very  ambitious 
boy,  who  is  engaged  in  the  sale  of  Chicky  Candy.  This  boy  is  now  attend- 
ing Temple  University  and  one  of  the  high  school  boys  from  the  local 
Braille  Class  in  charge  of  Miss  Jean  Porterfield,  is  servicing  the  machines 
for  him.  Plans  are  under  way  to  place  another  boy  in  this  same  candy 
business. 

Several  of  our  men  are  engaged  in  the  selling  of  articles,  which  do  not 
come  under  the  direct  supervision  of  the  branch.  The  articles  which  these 
men  have  found  to  be  successful  sellers,  are  radios  and  other  household  ar- 
ticles. One  man  is  engaged  in  selling  a  patent  medicine.  In  the  very  near 
future,  this  branch  purposes  to  sell  the  ammonia  cleanser,  which  is  manu- 
factured by  the  Berks  County  Branch. 

Any  success  or  any  achievement  that  this  branch  may  boast  of,  may  be 
attributed  to  the  persistent  effort  and  constant  cooperation  of  our  workers. 


THK  SEER 
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DAUPHIN   COUNTY 

The  Dauphin  County   Branch   has  kept  pace  with   the  demands  made 
upon  it  through  the  unemployment  crisis.     In  these  days  of  unusual  con 
ditions,   hundreds  of  people  who  are  willing   to  work,   are  unable   to   find 
jobs  and  families  that  have  been  independent 
are  forced  to  ask  for  help. 

One  young  man,  partially  blind,  applied 
to  us  for  work,  offering  to  do  anything  in 
order  to  earn  an  honest  living.  At  that 
time,  there  was  no  regular  work  in  the  shop, 
such  as  caning  or  weaving,  but  the  woman 
who  had  done  the  cleaning  had  found  work 
elsewhere,  and  the  young  man  expressed  a 
willingness  to  undertake  the  work.  He  was 
given  a  trial  at  office  cleaning  and  the  result 
was  most  satisfactory,  and  on  April  1,  he 
was  placed  on  the  payroll  at  regular  janitor 
wages. 

Through  the  Bureau  of  Rehabilitation, 
two  men  have  received  training  in  chair 
caning.  They  are  now  doing  regular  repair 
work  and  on  April  1 ,  were  placed  upon  our 
payroll,  receiving  wages  for  the  work  they 
have  done,  augmented  by  the  handicap. 

We  now  have  a  working  foreman,  eleven 
men,  and  two  young  women  on  our  regular 
payroll,  and  in  addition  to  this,  thirteen 
persons  receiving  regular  relief  and  six  doing 
part  time  work  in  their  homes. 

Workmen  at  the  shop  keep  fairly  busy 
these  days  caning  chairs.  Through  the 
newspapers  and  other  advertising  mediums, 
spring  housecleaning  brings  much  repair 
work  to  the  shop. 

In  cooperation  with  one  of  the  other  agencies,  our  Board  is  working 
for  sight-saving  classes  in  the  public  schools  and  is  helping  to  rouse  public 
opinion  to  the  need  for  such  classes. 


Editor's  Note — The  Committee  on  Relief  appointed  by  resolution  at 
the  Wawasee  Convention  of  the  American  Association  of  Workers  for  the 
Blind,  made  its  report  to  the  Workers'  Convention  just  held  in  New  York 
City  simultaneously  with  the  World  Conference  on  Work  for  the  Blind. 
Mr.  Calvin  S.  Glover  was  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  the  other  members 
being  Mrs.  Mary  Dranga  Campbell,  Mr. Charles  A.Hamilton,  Hon.  Matthew 
A.  Dunn,  and  Mr.  John  B.  Mason.  The  report  was  unanimously  adopted 
by  the  Convention,  and  it  will  be  published  in  full  in  the  printed  proceedings. 

(Continued  on  Page  17) 


A.    E.    CRAIG 

CHARLESTON,  ILLINOIS 

Broom  Corn  Dealer 


In  Illinois  and  Western 
Broom  Corn  in  local 
and  car  load  lots. 


I  have  been  in  the  same  business  at  the  same 
old  stand  for  over  twenty-five  years 


Attention  1 1 1 
MR-  BROOM  MANUFACTURER 

We  Are  American  Headquarters  for 

CHINA  REEDS,  SPLIT  RATTAN  and  SPLIT  BAMBOO 

Complete  stocks  for  quick  delivery 

RICE  FIBRE  —  9",  14",  16",  18".  The  best  substitute  for  Broom  Corn  the 
world  produces.  No  waste,  no  sorting ;  ready  to  hand  to  the  Winder.  A  pound 
goes  as  far  as  four  of  Corn.     Investigate  this  money  saver. 

BROOM  HANDLES  —  Direct  shipment  from  our  Oconto  Mills— Misses 
and  Parlors  Mill  Run  Hard  Rock  Maple.  Special  prices  on  carlots.  Send  for 
quotations  and  samples. 

For  shipment  from  our  Amsterdam  Warehouses — Misses,  Parlors,  Warehouse, 
Toys,  Brush  Rods,  Bamboo  Handles,  etc. 

WRITE  FOR  DETAILS  TODAY 

GEO.  £L  MAUS,  INC. 

AMSTERDAM,  N.  Y. 


THE  SEER 


LACKAWANNA  BRANCH 

The  past  few  months  have  been  marked  with  a  great  deal  of  activity, 
and  to  briefly  sketch  or  summarize,  and  do  justice,  is  difficult. 

Undoubtedly,  the  Educational  Week  for  the  Blind  was  the  major  activi- 
ty, and  we  are  happy  to  report  that  this  particular  Week  was  genuinely 
successful.  We  were  privileged  to  use  a  beautifully  appointed  and  fully 
equipped  cafeteria  with  a  seating  capacity  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-five 
persons;  in  addition,  ample  room  was  provided  for  display  and  sales.  There 
was  also  room  for  exhibition  purposes  of  which  we  availed  ourselves  to  the 
full,  feeling  that  that  was  the  best  means  of  acquainting  the  public  with 
the  abilities  of  blind  people.  Each  year  brings  with  it  additional  opportuni- 
ties for  the  Education  Week  and  the  committee  hastens  to  take  advantage 
of  such  opportunities;  thereby  attracting  larger  groups  of  interested  people, 
creating  new  interest,  and  widening  the  scope  of  our  sales,  thus  benefitting 
those  dependent  upon  the  productions  of  workshops  employing  sightless 
people.  It  has  been  a  pleasure  to  observe  the  growth  of  Educational  Week 
for  the  Blind  in  Scranton,  and,  with  this  growth,  there  has  come  an  increased 
understanding  of  the  problems  of  blind  people. 

The  Lackawanna  Branch  is  now  located  in  its  new  quarters,  719  Mul- 
berry Street,  and  the  new  site  enables  the  shopworkers  to  enjoy  the  sunlight 
throughout  the  day.  In  place  of  the  poorly  ventilated  quarters  formerly 
occupied,  the  new  location  assures  the  workers  an  abundance  of  fresh  air, 
provides  better  working  conditions,  and  promotes  more  efficient  work. 
The  entire  shop  and  office  personnel  of  the  Lackawanna  Branch  has  ex- 
pressed real  pleasure  with  the  new  home. 

More  serious  consideration  to  recreational  and  social  activities  has  been 
contemplated  for  a  long  time.  The  committee  in  charge  of  this  phase  of 
the  work  is  planning  periodical  socials  and  entertainments.  The  first  will  be 
a  theatre  party,  which  will  undoubtedly  please  our  people,  thanks  to  the 
talkies.  The  committee  picks  out  programs  composed  for  the  most  part  of 
singing  numbers,  feeling  that  this  type  provides  the  greatest  amount  of 
pleasure  for  the  blind.  Later,  other  features  will  be  provided  for  the  enjoy- 
ment of  our  shop  and  homeworkers. 

Last  year  was  one  of  progress  and  advancement  for  the  Lackawanna 
Branch  and  we  anticipate  and  fully  expect  that  1931  will  prove  to  be  the 
greatest  year  we  have,  thus  far,  experienced. 


(Continued  from  Page  15) 

No  forward-looking  worker  for  the  blind  can  afford  to  be  without  this  report 
in  his  library.  Write  Mr.  Calvin  S.  Glover,  Executive  Secretary  Society  for 
the  Blind,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  for  particulars. 

The  new  officers  of  the  Workers'  Convention  are  President,  George  F. 
Meyer;  First  Vice  President,  H.  M.  Immeln;  Second  Vice  President,  Dr. 
Newel  Perry;  Treasurer,  Mr.  F.  B.  Ierardi;  Secretary  Stetson  K.  Ryan. 
These  officers  act  also  as  the  executive  committee;  but,  because  of  an  am- 
mendment  to  the  by-laws  of  the  Workers'  Association,  these  men  will 
actually  not  take  office  until  January  1,  1932.  Mr.  Ryan,  of  course  is  a  hold 
over  officer. 


FIVE    YEARS 


have  passed  since  we  conceived  The  Idea 
that  has  given  gainful  occupation  to  many 
sightless  persons  during  this  time. 

5  Much  time  and  thought  has  been  given  this 
idea  until  today  it  is  fully  developed  into  a 
proven  source  of  income  to  hundreds  of  blind 
who  otherwise  have  been  totally  or  partially  de- 
pendent. 


OUR  METHOD 

Providing  the  sightless  with  a  business  of  their 
own  thru  the  sales  of  a  strictly  quality  line  of 
candy  bars  thru  the  best  developed  coin  con- 
trolled machines  on  the  market. 


IT  WILL  PAY 

Organizations  for  the  Blind  to  investigate  this 
method  of  providing  work  for  those  who  wish 
to  support  themselves. 


THE  CHICKY  MFG.  CO 

GRAND  RAPIDS,  MICH. 
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LANCASTER  COUNTY 

There  comes  a  period  in  a  child's  life  in  which  the  various  agencies  neg- 
lect the  child  and  that  is  the  field  towards  which  we  are  now  stressing  our 
efforts.  We  refer  to  the  pre-school  age.  During  infancy  there  are  various 
agencies  that  are  very  active,  and  after  the  child  enters  the  public  school, 
they  are  well  taken  care  of,  but  the  lapse  of  time  between  these  two  periods 
is  not  very  well  bridged. 

We  are  happy  to  state  that  the  National  Society  lor  the  Prevention  ot 
Blindness,  is  making  progress  along  these  lines,  but  a  large  and  adequate 
program  is  necessary  to  (ill  this  gap.  There  is  a  vast  work  that  can  be  done 
along  prevention  of  blindness  lines  in  the  way  of  checking  up  constitutional 
conditions,  such  as  tuberculosis  and  syphilis,  which  take  their  toll  very  often 
in  the  child's  vision.     More  can  be  done  also  in  the  proper  fitting  of  glasses. 

It  is  a  known  fact,  in  order  to  get  to  the  source  of  blindness,  we  must 
work  out  some  of  the  problems  which  confront  us.  This  is  the  procedure 
along  which  the  Lancaster  County  Branch  is  working — contacting  the 
various  agencies,  such  as  the  Hospitals,  School  Nurses,  Visiting  Nurses, 
Social  Service  Association  and  the  leading  Eye  Specialists  of  the  city. 
Through  these  various  contacts,  we  have  succeeded  in  placing  two  children 
where  they  will  receive  special  treatment.  These  two  girls  were  dismissed 
from  the  public  schools,  and  after  thorough  investigation,  we  found,  in  the 
two  families,  twelve  who  needed  immediate  treatment.  Arrangements  were 
made  with  our  local  clinics  for  these  treatments,  thus  preventing  blindness, 
which  surely  would  have  happened,  if  these  cases  had  been  left  to  run  their 
course  without  medical  assistance. 

We  cite  another  case  from  our  public  schools.  A  little  girl  of  eleven 
years  has  received  two  thorough  examinations  by  one  of  our  most  promin- 
ent and  efficient  eye  specialists.  The  case  was  brought  before  the  clinic  for 
salvarsan,  and  we  hope  for  a  satisfactory  report  in  a  few  months. 

Not  all  of  our  attention  has  been  centered  upon  the  girls,  however.  Two 
of  our  boys  have  been  properly  fitted  with  glasses,  which  have  greatly  in- 
creased their  percentage  of  vision— so  much  so,  that  with  the  proper  train- 
ing, they  will  be  able  to  go  to  and  from  school  unescorted. 

Several  of  our  Industrial  Plants  are  cooperating  splendidly  in  the  pre- 
vention of  eye  accidents.  However,  this  is  a  large  field  of  work  yet  to  be 
developed — in  educating  the  employer  and  the  employee  to  protect  the  eyes 
against  the  invasion  of  foreign  bodies. 

Our  Supervisor,  Mr.  Keller,  is  now  devoting  more  of  his  time  to  preven- 
tion work,  and  for  the  next  issue  of  Tin-:  Seer,  we  hope  to  have  a  very 
elaborate  item  of  interest  to  ou,r  readers. 


Seerlet.  A  tin  can  careering  down  the  street  was  accosted  thus  by  a 
cobblestone  :— 

"How  is  it  that  you  can  make  your  way  through  the  world  so  successfully 
and  we  cobblestones  can't  get  so  much  as  a  start?" 

"Oh,"  replied  the  tin  can,  "that  is  easily  explained,"  pointing  ahead  to 
the  dog  to  whose  tail  it  was  tied,  "because  of  my  connection." 


SELF  SUPPORT  FOR 
THE  BLIND 


The  Serving  Machine  Company  of  New  York,  Inc., 
265  Canal  Street, 
New  York  City. 

Gentlemen  :~ 

For  the  past  year  and  four  months  I  have  been  operating 
your  5c  machines  vending  Wilburmilk  Chocolate  and  Dairy  Maid 
Candy  Bars.  I  started  with  seven  machines  and  now  have  100. 
My  average  income  from  these  machines  for  the  past  six  months 
has  been,  and  is,  over  $50.00  per  week.  I  am  totally  blind  and 
work  on  foot. 

Yours  truly, 

Daniel  H.  Lentz. 

1103  Leopard  Street, 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

This  letter  is  authorized  and  the  contents  vouched  for  by 
Mr.  Liborio  Delfino,  Field  Officer  of  the  Pennsylvania  Institution 
for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,  who  was  instrumental  in  starting 
Mr.  Lentz  in  this  business. 

For  Further  Information  Address 

The  Serving  Machine  Company  of  New  York,  Inc. 
265  Canal  Street,  New  York  City 


THE  SKKR 


LEHIGH  COUNTY 

Early  in  February  of  this  year,  an  eminent  eye  specialist  of  Philadelphia, 
performed  an  operation  on  the  eves  of  Marl  Mussellman,  one  of  our  Lehigh 
County  boys.  Of  late,  the  papers  have  been  crowded  with  data  relative 
to  the  unique  and  wonderful  results  obtained  from  this  undertaking. 
Into  the  office  of  the  Lehigh  County  Branch,  poured  newspaper  photograph- 
ers, moving  picture  men,  and  radio  men.  Along  with  these  came  one  or 
two  speculators,  who  saw  in  the  nationwide  publicity  given  to  Mussellman 's 
case,  an  opportunity  to  secure  an  honest  penny. 

Much  to  the  chagrin  of  these  visitors,  the  writer  has  remained  peculiarly 
reticent  in  the  matter.  Having  once  been  totally  blind  himself  and  having 
been  granted  some  vision  through  a  long  series  of  operations,  he  realizes  that 
it  takes  sometime  before  the  person  on  whom  such  an  operation  has  been 
performed  successfully,  to  really  determine  how  much  he  does  or  does  not 
see. 

According  to  the  evidence  spread  out  in  our  daily  papers  and  flung  afar 
by  means  of  radio,  Mussellman  has  regained  his  sight.  This  statement  alone 
conveys  to  the  reader  the  notion  that  the  boy  can  visualize  just  as  well  as 
any  normal  person.  Today  the  writer  spoke  to  Mussellman  and  his  story 
was  very  different  from  those  of  the  press. 

He  admitted  that  he  had  some  vision.  Just  how  much  he  had  no  way 
of  knowing,  since  he  had  never  seen  and  was,  therefore,  left  without  any 
means  of  comparison  or  any  method  of  measurement.  He  does  not  know 
who  started  all  the  publicity,  which  has  been  setting  the  minds  of  every 
blind  person  in  Lehigh  County  awhirling.  There  are  more  blind  people 
in  Lehigh  County  tonight  longing  for  the  surgeon's  knife  than  were  ever 
heard  of  before.  It  seems  as  though  every  blind  person  in  Lehigh  County 
has  suddenly  developed  .the  idea -that  they  can  be  made  to  see  with  an  oper- 
ation, and  that  they  really  must  see  Mussell man's  oculist. 

At  any  rate,  an  operation,  which  brings  sight  to  one  who  has  lived  for 
twenty-two  years  in  total  darkness,  is  really  an  unusual  occurrance,  and  it 
may  be  a  steppng-stone  for  the  advancement  of  our  prevention  work. 


Editor's  Note — At  the  invitation  of,  and  through  funds  solicited  by, 
the  Pittsburgh  Chamber  of  Commerce,  upwards  of  one  hundred  delegates  of 
the  World  Conference  on  Work  for  the  Blind  were  enabled  to  visit  Pitts- 
burgh on  April  23.  The  delegation  inspected  the  work  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Association  for  the  blind,  was  taken  on  an  automobile  tour  of  the  principal 
points  of  the  city,  and  were  entertained,  including  a  luncheon,  afternoon 
exercises  and  a  tea,  by  the  Western  Pennsylvania  School  for  the  Blind.  Mr. 
James  Rea,  President  of  the  Chamber,  was  chairman  of  the  hospitality  com- 
mittee and  toastmaster  at  the  Luncheon.  The  delegates  were  manifestly 
gratified  by  their  reception  and  by  what  they  saw  in  Pittsburgh,  as  they 
seem  to  have  been  throughout  their  stay  in  America. 


FREE  BOOK  ON  HOOK  RUGS 

This  handsome  book  in  full  color  plates  gives  com- 
plete information  about  the  fascinating  art  of  making 
hook  rugs  for  pleasure  or  profit.  Tells  how  you  can 
reproduce  genuine  old  colonial  designs,  priceless 
oriental  patterns,  modernistic  and  novelty  effects  in 
wide  variety  of  color  blendings. 

You  can  now  make  hooked,  cross  stitch  or  crochet 
rugs  with  deeper,  softer  nap,  reversible,  equally  beauti- 
ful and  serviceable  on  both  sides,  at  a  fraction  of 
former  cost  by  using 

MAYSVILLE  RUG  FILLER 

Write  today  for  free  samples  in  14  lovely  shades,  com- 
plimentary copy  of  this  book,  price  list  of  rug  makers' 
supplies  and  information  as  to  where  to  buy  them. 
We  have  nothing  to  sell  you.     Send  no  money. 

JANUARY    &    WOOD    COMPANY 

ESTABLISHED   1851 

Dept.  H,  MAYSVILLE,  KENTUCKY 


BRUSH    MAKING 

One  of  the  Most  Profitable  and 
Easiest  Industries  for  the  Blind 

WE  ARE  PREPARED  TO  FURNISH 

HORSEHAIR,  FIBRE,  BRISTLES 

AND 

MIXTURES 

In  any  quality,  color  or  size  for  wire  twisted,  drawn  or  set 
work.  We  will  gladly  assist  in  any  way  possible  in  the  de- 
velopment of  this  work. 

R  B.  <Sl  A.  C  WHITING  CO. 

IMPORTERS       : :       MANUFACTURERS 

BURLINGTON,  VERMONT 


THE  SEEK 


NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY 


In  the  initial  issue  of  The  Seer,  the  report  from  Northampton  County 
told  you  of  three  children  eligible  for  the  School  for  the  Blind,  at  ( )\ erbrook. 
You  will  be  very  happy  to  learn  that  the  little  boy,  whose  photograph 
you  see  and  whose  application  was  tiled,  awaiting  a  vacancy,  is  to  be  ad- 
mitted as  a  pupil  in  the  kindergarten, 
on  April  7,  immediately  after  the  Kaster 
holidays.    This  splendid  opportunity  for 
physical     and     educational     betterment 
comes  to  this  little  boy  through  the  un- 
tiring efforts  of  Miss  Grant,  Supervisor 
of  this  Branch. 

Care  has  been  given  to  four  cases 
needing  eye  treatment,  financed  by  the 
Board. 

In  this  contribution,  we  would  like  to 
inform  the  readers  of  The  Seek  about 
our  Board  Members,  meetings,  etc.  Our 
Board  is  comprised  of  Lions  (A  Service 
Club  doing  a  marvelous  work  for  the 
blind — in  fact,  its  main  activity),  Mini- 
sters of  the  Gospel,  Presidents  of  Wom- 
en's Clubs,  and  others  from  various 
walks  in  life,  whose  sympathies  are  with 
the  work. 

It  is  customary  to  hold  meetings 
quarterly,  not  at  a  centralized  place, 
but  in  towns  of  the  County  having  rep- 
resentatives on  the  Board.  A  dinner 
usually  precedes  the  meeting — all  ar- 
rangements being  made  by  some  Board 
Member  in  the  town  in  which  the  meeting  is  held.  Notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  the  County  covers  a  large  area,  the  meetings  are  very  well  attend- 
ed. Here  we  discuss  our  plans  and  problems,  report  on  work  done  and  wrhat 
we  hope  to  do;  and  not  one  of  the  seventeen  members  of  the  Board  would 
forego  a  meeting,  except  for  some  insurmountable  reason.  Then  in  addition 
to  our  keen  interest  in  the  work  and  its  further  development,  there  is  the 
great  pleasure  of  meeting  our  Executive  Secretary,  Mr.  H.  R.  Latimer, 
whose  understanding  heart,  ready  wit,  and  genial  manner,  inspires  and 
encourages  all. 

Read  The  Seer,  attend  a  meeting,  acquaint  yourself  with  the  work  done 
for  the  blind — not  only  in  Northampton,  but  the  other  counties  of  your 
state,  and  then  lend  a  helping  hand. 


Seerlet.  Where  is  the  following  riddle  found?  Who  propounded  it? 
And  which  Service  Club  might  well  use  it  as  a  motto?  "Out  of  the  eater 
came  forth  meat,  and  out  of  the  strong  came  forth  sweetness."   (See  page  29) 


JL 


BROOM  BANDS 

Round  or  Oval  Galvanized  Wire 

All  Sizes 


WHISK    BANDS 

5"— 6'— 7"- 8" 
Tinned  Wire 


MANUFACTURED  BY 

SEARLES  ELECTRIC  WELDING  WORKS 

1850  W.  FULTON  STREET 
CHICAGO,  ILL. 


THE 

THOMAS  MONAHAN  CO. 

Broom  Corn 

ARCOLA,  ILLINOIS 


THE  SEER 


PHILADELPHIA 

Since  December  first,  the  Philadelphia  Branch  has  employed  Miss 
Elizabeth  O'Dwyer  as  a  full  time  Homework  Instructor.  Before  taking  the 
course  at  the  Philadelphia  School  of  Occupational  Therapy,  Miss  O'Dwyer 
had  both  training  and  experience  as  a  Social  Worker,  so  she  was  doubly 
qualified  for  this  position,  which  involves  working  with  blind  persons  in 
their  own  homes. 

There  were  some  records  of  the  demonstration  of  homework  carried  on 
in  1928-29  by  Miss  Marion  Howard  King,  of  the  State  Council  for  the  Blind, 
and  some  materials  purchased  by  our  regular  worker,  who  was  compelled 
to  leave  us  within  a  few  weeks  of  the  time  she  started  work  in  September. 

On  this  foundation,  Miss  O'Dwyer  has  organized  a  department  which 
has  been  functioning  very  smoothly  since  January  first.  There  are  now 
twenty  workers,  who  have  demonstrated  their  ability  to  the  extent  that  a 
package  of  material  is  sent  to  them  each  week;  ten  more  are  under  close 
supervision  and  work  is  given  to  them,  as  they  demonstrate  their  ability 
to  do  it;  four,  who  have  been  working  through  the  winter  have  discontinued 
until  further  notice — one  has  moved  out  of  town,  two  are  not  physically 
strong  enough  to  continue  at  the  present  time,  and  one  does  not  care  to 
work  hard  enough  to  bring  her  work  up  to  the  standard.  Since  December 
first,  vS168.28  has  been  paid  to  these  thirty-three  workers.  This  has  been 
paid  in  cash  at  the  time  the  work  passed  inspection  and  was  collected,  usually 
on  alternate  Fridays. 

Of  course,  we  buy  from  wholesale  houses  as  economically  as  possible, 
pay  a  stated  amount  to  the  workers,  and  sell  the  articles  for  a  price  which 
will  allow  us  to  give  the  usual  twenty  per  cent  commission  to  any  blind  sales- 
man, or  to  any  Branch  which  orders  from  us  for  reselling. 

With  the  exception  of  some  leather  articles,  crocheted  bath  mats,  and  a 
few  stuffed  toys,  all  articles  have  been  designed  to  sell  for  one  dollar  or  less. 
Our  stock  now  consists  of  leather  goods,  (book  covers,  pocketbooks,  scissors 
cases)  stuffed  toys,  dolls  with  knitted  suits,  ironing-board  covers,  dusters, 
aprons,  tea  towels,  (whose  manufacture  exceeds  our  routine  sales)  knitted 
washcloths,  turkish  towel  sets,  crocheted  bath  mats,  novelty  brushes,  and 
hearth  brushes. 

Several  problems  are  now  before  us.  To  many  of  the  people  who  need 
work,  the  word  "hemming"  means  a  running  stitch,  which  will  hold  the  hem, 
but  which  does  not  look  well  for  any  articles,  which  we  are  now  making. 
Our  stock  of  tea  towels  is  far  greater  than  our  sales  for  them  at  the  present 
time,  yet  we  have  many  women  who  need  the  money  and  who  cannot  do 
any  work  satisfactorily,  except'  hand  hemming.  What  have  other  super- 
visors done  for  such  persons? 


Seerlet.  In  Massachusetts  the  blind  men  call  each  other  "Goats",  in 
Maryland,  they  are  known  as  "Blinks". 

Said  a  Goat  to  a  Blink,  "In  what  respect  is  a  blind  man  searching  for  a 
friend,  like  sympathy?" 

"Why,"  replied  the  Blink,  "a  fellow-feeling  for  another." 


Frederick  FL  Cone  &_  Co. 

INCORPORATED 

181  FRONT  STREET,  NEW  YORK,  U.  S.  A. 


BRISTLES  HORSEHAIR 

and  FIBRES 

ALL  KINDS  AND  COLORS 


Complete  Stocks  Always  Available 


Quotations,  Samples  and  Information  on  all  Brush  Materials 
furnished  on  request 


When  You  Need 

Bunch  Bags,  Handle  Cones, 
All  Over  Broom  Bags, 
Individual  Broom  Slips 

Write  us  for  samples  and  prices. 

WE  ARE  THE  LARGEST  producers  of  paper  broom 
bags.  We  specialize  on  the  needs  of  the  broom  manufac- 
turers. Our  equipment  enables  us  to  offer  you  the  best 
service  at  competitive  prices. 

AN  INQUIRY  will  be  appreciated. 


THE  KENNEDY  CAR  LINER  &  BAG  CO< 

SHELBYVILLE,  INDIANA 
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PITTSBURGH 

An  important  part  of  the  work  of  t he  Pittsburgh  Branch  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Association  for  the  Blind,  is  to  provide  training  for  blind  men  and 
women.  Besides  those  residents  of  Allegheny  County  who  are  given  work 
in  the  Pittsburgh  Workshop,  a  considerable  number  from  other  Counties 
are  trained  in  cooperation  with  the  State  Department  of  Labor  and  Industry, 
and  return  to  their  home  communities  prepared  to  be  wholly  or  partially 
self-supporting. 

The  facilities  for  this  training  have  been  limited  to  the  present  industries 
of  the  Pittsburgh  Workshop,  but  we  have  long  felt  the  need  of  more  ade- 
quate opportunities  for  preparing  these  people  for  a  more  practical  line  of 
work. 

We  have  had  cases  where  an  individual  might  have  taken  advantage  of 
an  opportunity  to  open  a  confectionery  store  or  factory  stand,  if  he  had 
known  just  how  to  manage  it,  and  many  cases  where  a  business  failure 
might  have  been  turned  into  a  financial  success,  if  the  person  in  question 
had  had  the  necessary  practical  training. 

Through  the  generosity  of  the  Associated  Lions  Clubs  of  Allegheny 
Count>'.  a  training  stand  has  been  provided  in  the  Pittsburgh  Workshop, 

where  a  practical  course  in 
store  keeping  may  be  given 
those  contemplating  this 
line  of  wrork.  This  stand 
serves  a  double  purpose 
in  providing  a  convenience 
for  employees,  as  well  as  an 
opportunity  for  the  pro- 
spective store  keeper  to 
learn  how  to  buy,  display, 
and  sell  his  goods. 

There  is  a  marked  differ- 
ence between  a  confection- 
ery store  and  a  factory 
stand.  The  confectionery 
store  is  a  meeting  or  loafing 
place  for  everyone  in  the 
community,  and  handles  hundreds  of  sundry  articles  to  meet  the  demands  of 
all;  w/hile  the  factory  stand  is  usually  a  small  room  where  the  operator  has 
his  stock,  which  he  sells  through  a  window  to  the  employees  of  the  factory, 
all  appearance  of  loafing  or  loitering  around  the  stand  must  be  avoided,  lest 
the  efficiency  expert  gets  his  pencil  to  work  and  estimates  that  the  grand 
total  of  a  minute  lost  here  and  a  minute  lost  there  amounts  to  thousands  of 
dollars  during  the  year. 


Editor's  Note — Lnder  date  of  April  6,  Miss  Evelyn  M.  Carpenter,  of 
the  State  Council  for  the  Blind,  writes  in  part,  "You  will  be  glad  to  know- 
that  the  affiliation  between  the  Pittsburgh  Eye  and  Ear  hospital  and  nurs- 
ing training  schools  throughout  the  State  has  come  to  pass,  so  within  a 
reasonable  period  of  time,  we  w-ill  have  a  few  nurses  who  are  equipped  to 
handle  ophthalmia  neonatorum." 


J.  D.  WESTCOTT  &  SON 

UNION  CITY,  PENNSYLVANIA 


Oldest  and  Largest  Manufacturer  of 
Hardwood  Broom  Handles 


The  many  Associations  for  the  Blind 
make  the  kind  of  brooms  on  which 
we  are  proud  to  see  our  handles.  We 
hope  that  WESTCOTT  HANDLES 
contribute  to  some  degree  to  the  high 
standard  of  the  finished  product. 


WIRE 

for 


T-\T?  (~)f")A/f  S     Seneca    Brand    Broom   Wire  is  a  high  grade 

x^'x^'  ^  extra  tinned  wire  specially  made  for  broom 
manufacture  and  is  guaranteed  to  give  the  very  best  results 
on  both  hand  and  power  winders. 

piT? TJSHES    °ur  Hi§h  Carbon  Brush Wire  is  the  result 

of  many  years'  experimentation  and  has 
proven  to  be  an  ideal  wire  for  brush  work.  Brush  manu- 
facturers will  be  greatly  pleased  with  its  uniform  quality. 

A/f  OT^^       Our  high  and.  low   carbon  stapling  and  binding 

^^  *~  ^  wire  is  now  being  used  with  great  satisfaction  by 
the  mop  trade.  We  are  also  in  a  position  to  furnish 
special  spring  steel  wire  for  mops. 

The  Seneca  Wire  &  Mfg*  Co* 

Box  167,  Fostoria,  Ohio 


THE  SEER 


29 


VENANGO  COUNTY 

Mrs.  A.  T.  Peterson  represents  the  club  women  of  Venango  County, 
backing  work  for  the  blind,  with  all  the  sympathy,  strength,  and  power  of 
intelligent  womanhood. 

The  first  three  month: 


aftei 


r  reorganization  as  an  active  branch  of 
the  Association,  were  spent  in  a  quiet, 
unobtrusive  study  of  our  local  needs. 
It  didn't  seem  fair,  however,  to  hold 
out  hopes  to  our  blind  people,  unless 
we  would  be  sure  of  the  neces;-ary 
hnancial  support  to  carry  on  our  work. 
Accordingly,  beginning  February  1, 
we  sent  out  over  two  thousand  short 
letters,  (copy  of  which  any  branch 
supervisor  is  perfectly  welcome  to 
modify  and  use)  soliciting  funds  for 
the  present  year.  From  that  time  on, 
newspaper  articles  appeared  every 
few  days  informing  the  public  of  the 
progress  of  our  campaign.  In  con- 
junction with  the  general  health 
campaign  put  on  by  the  Tuberculosis 
Society,  the  Supervisor,  with  the 
invaluable  assistance  of  Miss  Evelyn 
M.  Carpenter,  talked  on  Prevention 
of  Blindness,  to  about  twenty-five 
Parent-Teacher  Association  groups 
throughout  the  County,  so  that  the 
public  might  understand,  in  part  at 
least,  just  what  we  are  trying  to 
accomplish. 

Since  Venango  County  is  somwhat 
scattered  territorially,  our  letters  were  signed  by  local  personages  in  smaller 
divisions  of  the  County,  i.e.,  Mr.  H.  J.  Crawford,  signed  all  letters  going  to 
the  people  of  Emlenton,  Rev.  Martin  Aigner,  signed  those  going  to  Franklin, 
while  Col.  Selden,  our  board  chairman,  signed  over  seventeen  hundred 
letters  sent  to  persons  in  Oil  City  and  vicinity.  All  signers  of  the  letter  are. 
of  course,  members  of  our  Board  of  Directors.  April  1,  found  us  lacking 
only  a  few  dollars  of  our  two  thousand  dollar  quota. 

It  is  difficult  to  say  just  why  our  campaign  is  succeeding  in  spite  of  the 
general  business  depression.  We  have  had  the  moral  support  of  the  Lions 
and  Women's  Clubs  continuously;  we  were  forutnate  in  securing  an  active 
group  of  our  leading  citizens,  as  members  of  our  Board  of  Directors;  and, 
there  is  no  limit  to  the  generosity  of  the  people  of  Venango  County,  when 
once  they  have  been  convinced  that  they  are  backing  a  vital,  working  organ- 
ization for  the  good  of  a  deserving  group  of  their  less  fortunate  citizens. 


Mrs.  A.  T.  Peterson 


(Answer  to  Seerlet  on  Page  23) — Judges  14:  14.  Sampson,  the  great  blind 
man  of  the  old  Testament.  The  Lions  Clubs,  who  have  espoused  work  for 
the  blind  as  their  major  activity. 
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WILKES-BARRE 

During  the  past  quarter,  a  survey  of  the  Mind  of  Luzerne  County  was 
begun  by  George  Hackenburg,  Field  Representative  of  the  State  Council 
for  the  Blind.  This  survey  will  undoubtedly  prove  extremely  valuable  to 
the  Wilkes-Barre  Branch  as  it  will  present  a  complete  picture  of  the  needs 

of  all  the  blind  throughout  the 
County.  Mr.  Hackenburg  came 
to  Luzerne  County  in  response 
to  a  request  for  his  services  sent 
by  the  Branch  to  S.  Mervyn 
Sinclair,  Executive-Director  of  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Countil  for 
the  Blind.  All  expense  is  borne 
by  the  Council,  the  only  require- 
ment being  the  furnishing  of 
transportation  for  the  Field  Rep- 
resentative in  his  work. 

The  problem  of  providing  trans- 
portation is  not  an  easy  one,  but 
it  is  highly  gratifying  to  note  the 
splendid  way  in  which  the  public 
responds  to  an  appeal  for  assist- 
ance in  work  for  the  blind.  A 
number  of  plans  were  devised  to 
meet  the  situation,  but  that  of 
obtaining  the  cooperation  of  auto- 
mobile dealers  proved  the  most 
successful.  Too  much  cannot  be 
said  in  appreciation  of  the  fine 
courtesy  and  splendid  service  re- 
ceived from  automobile  dealers, 
who  have  been  asked  to  cooperate 
in  making  this  survey..  Those  who  have  already  donated  a  car  and  driver 
for  one  day  or  more  are,  Wilkes-Barre  Buick,  Nanticoke  Buick,  Wilkes- 
Barre  Chevrolet,  Conrad  Motor  Car  Company,  Dougherty  Motor  Car 
Company,  Ford  Motor  Twins,  West  Side  Auto  Company,  Wesley  Auto 
Company,  and  Luzerne  Motor  Car  Company.  City  Council  passed  a 
resolution,  placing  the  city  car  at  Mr.  Hackenburg's  disposal  for  his  work  in 
Wilkes-Barre. 

In  the  above  picture,  Mr.  Hackenburg  is  seen  entering  the  home  of  a 
blind  person  where,  as  in  all  othei  cases,  he  will  ascertain  the  kind  of  infor- 
mation which  will  enable  the  local  organization  to  render  the  service  needed. 
The  survey  of  the  County  will  not  be  completed  for  at  least  another  month, 
but  the  following  recommendations  have  been  suggested  to  date:  Place- 
ment, 29;  Shop  Employment  (Blind),  11;  Homework,  17;  Instruction,  20; 
Friendly  Visits,  32;  Relief,  35;  Social  and  Health  Service,  13. 


Mr.  George  Hackenburg 
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This  issue  of  The  Seer  is  dedicated  to  the  State 
Federation  of  Pennsylvania  Women  in  recognition  of  its 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  blind.  Particular  emphasis 
is  placed  on  the  activities  of  the  Juniors,  both  in  promot- 
ing the  sale  of  articles  made  by  the  visually  handicapped 
and  in  their  gift  of  books  transcribed  in  Braille.  (See 
page  7). 


fe> 


SQCCQ 


<*.^&PZr 


MOP  YARNS 

For  Mop  Heads  and  Stick  Mops 
SOFT  ROVING  AND  TWINE 

OF  SPECIAL  CONSTRUCTION 


INSURING  SATISFACTION  THROUGH 
LONG  WEAR  AND  APPEARANCE 


Our  Prices  Are  Right 


WRITE  FOR  SAMPLES  AND  PRICES 
Rockford  Mfg*  Co*,  Rockford,  Tenn, 

FRED    W.    FINTER,    121  N.  5th  Street,  Louisville,  Ky. 

SELLING  AGENT 


THE  SEER 

(Including  Association's  Nineteenth  Reports) 
June  1,  1929  to  May  31,  1931 

A  QUARTERLY  BULLETIN 

OF  THE 

PENNSYLVANIA  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  INC. 

God  said,  "Let  There  Be  Light" 

VOLUME  I  AUGUST,  1931  No.  3 

WHAT  THE  SEER  SEES 

The  Seer  beholds  the  passing  of  another  biennium  in  Pennsylvania's 
State  work  for  the  blind.  Definite  progress  has  been  made  by  the  Associa- 
tion in  the  establishment  of  three  new  Branches,  namely:  Cambria  County, 
Berks  County  and  Venango  County.  (See  Consolidated  Financial  Statements 
and  Personnel  Sheet,  Pages  28,  29  and  31).  It  is,  however,  a  matter  of  keen 
regret  that,  despite  the  good  work  done  during  the  biennium,  the  Governor 
has  found  it  necessary,  on  the  grounds  of  insufficient  State  funds,  to  cut  the 
appropriation  granted  by  the  Legislature  to  the  extent  of  forty  per  cent, 
thus  allowing  no  increase  whatsoever  on  the  appropriation  previously 
granted.  It  is  also  to  be  regretted  that  the  Pennsylvania  Home  Teaching 
Society  and  the  Pennsylvania  Working  Home  for  Blind  Men  were  only 
allowed  the  amounts  received  during  the  past  biennium.  One  bright  spot 
only  appears  in  the  matter  of  State  Appropriations  to  work  for  the  adult 
blind  in  Pennsylvania,  namely,  the  increase  of  the  funds  granted  the  State 
Council  for  the  Blind  from  $35,000  to  $70,000.  This  increase  should  enable 
the  State  Council,  which  is  Advisory  and  Supervisory  to  the  work  of  all 
organizations  for  the  adult  blind  in  the  State,  to  do  an  exceptionally  fine 
piece  of  work  during  the  coming  biennium.  The  pity  is  that  the  "old  line" 
organizations  have  not  been  granted  the  additional  funds  by  the  State  to 
enable  them  to  cooperate  in  full  measure  in  following  the  lead  of  the  Council. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Council  itself  will  find  definite  means  before  the 
next  biennium  of  convincing  the  proper  State  authorities  of  the  wisdom  of 
appropriating  more  adequately  to  work  for  the  adult  blind  in  Pennsylvania. 
The  inadequacy  of  State  participation  in  providing  for  this  work  has  a 
definitely  depressing  influence  upon  the  philanthropic  efforts  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania public,  who  have  been  instrumental  in  building  up  work  for  the 
blind.  Incidentally,  it  is  a  misnomer  to  call  the  Association  a  "State-aided" 
organization.  "State-aiding"  would  be  more  nearly  true.  Furthermore, 
both  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind  and  the  Pennsylvania  Home 
Teaching  Society  for  the  Blind  are  wrongly  classified  in  the  State  budget,  as 
"State-aided"  homes;  since  the  former  is  a  rehabilitating  and  employment 
agency,  and  the  latter,  as  its  name  implies,  is  a  teaching  society,  neither 
organization  operating  a  "home"  in  any  sense. 

The  Seer  sees  with  much  satisfaction,  the  appearance  of  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  on  Adequate  Relief  of  the  American  Association  of  Workers 
for  the  Blind,  approved  at  the  Biennial  Convention,  April  1931.  (See  pages 
25  and  27) .  Although  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  cannot,  by  reason  of  Consti- 
tutional limitations,  appropriate  funds  for  direct  relief,  an  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  to  make  such  relief  possible,  has  passed  the  necessary  two 
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Legislatures  and  will  come  up  for  popular  approval  at  the  general  election, 
November  1933.  Every  true  friend  of  blind  people  should  aid  in  preparing 
the  popular  mind  for  an  affirmative  vote  on  this  matter.  Notwithstanding 
the  lack  of  adequate  State  assistance  in  rehabilitation  and  relief,  marked 
progress  in  both  of  these  activities  for  the  blind  are  being  made.  It  is  espec- 
ially gratifying  to  state  that,  with  a  few  difficult  exceptions,  every  blind 
person  of  Pittsburgh  and  vicinity,  who  really  wants  to  work,  is  now  em- 
ployed at  an  adequate  wage,  which  means  a  wage  approved  as  adequate,  by 
the  "Minimum  Budget  for  the  Client  Family,"  published  by  the  Committee 
on  Family  Budgets  of  the  Pittsburgh  Federation  of  Social  Agencies.  We 
wish  that  as  much  might  be  said  for  the  remaining  Cities  and  Counties  of 
the  State;  but,  there  is  little  immediate  hope  for  such  a  consummation,  as 
long  as  Harrisburg  is  oblivious  to  the  State's  obligation  to  assist  the  Associa- 
tion in  building  up  local  work  for  the  blind  in  the  fifty-four  counties  not  yet 
covered. 

Again,  The  Seer  sees  in  the  quotation  on  page  8  from  the  Annual  Re- 
port of  the  Cincinnati  Association  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind,  of  which 
Mr.  Calvin  S.  Glover  is  Executive  Secretary,  evidence  of  a  rising  tide  of 
determination  on  the  part  of  the  leading  blind  people  of  America  to  be  ser- 
iously considered  when  executive  positions,  both  within  and  without  the 
field  of  work  for  the  blind,  are  to  be  filled.  There  is  little  point  in  preaching 
the  capabilities  of  the  blind  to  a  skeptical  public  and  in  preparing  the  blind 
to  expect  a  place  in  the  world  of  affairs,  if  the  blind  themselves  do  not  realize 
the  measure  of  initiative  that  should  be  theirs  in  such  matters,  and  if  those 
who  work  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  the  blind  do  not  realize  the  real  purpose 
of  the  work  they  have  in  hand.  In  the  discussions  of  the  World  Conference 
for  the  Blind  recently  held  in  New  York  City,  no  one  idea  received  more  em- 
phasis than  did  this  forward  movement  on  behalf  of  capable  blind  people  of 
executive  ability. 

The  Seer  cannot  go  to  press  without  bearing  testimony  to  the  great 
service  rendered  by  Dr.  L.  Webster  Fox  of  Philadelphia,  first  as  ophthalmolo- 
gist to  the  blind  in  Pennsylvania,  and  second,  as  President  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Home  Teaching  Society.  The  Doctor  was  an  ardent  and  enthusiastic 
worker,  devoted  to  his  profession  and  untiring  in  his  efforts  toward  the  bet- 
terment of  humanity.  In  the  death  of  Dr.  Fox,  early  in  June  of  the  present 
year,  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  country  at  large,  have 
lost  an  eminent  physician  and  an  able  man. 


SIXTH  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 

Preparations  for  our  Sixth  Annual  Conference,  October  5  and  6,  are 
under  way.  A  number  of  the  Committees  are  actually  at  work,  and  assur- 
ances have  been  given  us  that  we  shall  have  the  use  of  the  Assembly  Room 
on  the  Eighth  Floor  of  the  Claster  Building  in  Harrisburg,  which  we  found 
so  convenient  to  our  purposes  last  year. 


The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Relief,  consisting  of  Calvin  S.  Glover, 
Chairman,  Charles  A.  Hamilton,  Matthew  A.  Dunn,  John  B.  Mason  and 
Mary  Dranga  Campbell,  Secretary,  held  their  meetings  in  the  Pittsburgh 
Offices,  of  the  Pennsylvania  Associatin  for  the  Blind.    (See  pages  25  and  27) 
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COOPERATION  BY  THE  STATE  FEDERATION   OF 

PENNSYLVANIA  WOMEN 

By 

Mrs.  Mabel  O.  Taylor 

There  is  probably  a  Woman's  Club  in  your  town.  Do  you  know  that 
the  State  Federation  of  Pennsylvania  Women  is  made  up  of  a  number  of 
such  clubs? 

The  State  Federation  of  Pennsylvania  Women  is  divided  into  Depart- 
ments, and  each  Department  is  separated  into  Divisions.  The  Division  for 
the  Blind  comes  under  the  Department  of  Education,  the  latter  being  under 
the  leadership  of  Mrs.  J.  G.  Chalfant  of  Wilkinsburg.  Mrs.  Chalfant  is 
intensely  interested  in  the  welfare  of  our  blind  citizens,  as  is  Mrs.  John 
Frick  of  Allentown,  Pa.,  who  is  President  of  the  State  Federation. 

It  is  not  the  policy  of  the  Federation  to  establish  new  agencies  for  wel- 
fare work,  charity,  or  other  phases  of  club  activities,  when  there  are  agencies 
already  functioning  in  these  lines.  Rather  than  this,  the  Federation  throws 
its  support  to  those  established  agencies,  particularly  when  they  have 
passed  the  required  test.  For  this  reason,  members  of  the  State  Federation 
of  Pennsylvania  Women  have  chosen  to  support  the  Pennsylvania  Associa- 
tion for  the  Blind  for  their  interest  and  patronage.  The  aims  of  the  Associa- 
tion are  in  accord  with  the  ideals  of  the  State  Federation;  each  of  its  major 
activities  is  most  necessary  for  the  entire  State,  and  the  local  needs  determine 
the  lesser  activities.  These  lesser  activities  are  interesting  and  diversified, 
often  taking  the  form  of  individual  good  will  and  achievement,  resulting  in 
lifted  burdens  and  brightened  lives. 

The  Division  for  the  Blind  has  a  four-fold  objective:  First,  to  convince 
every  woman  that  she  should  patronize  blind  skill;  second,  to  prove  to  the 
seeing  public  that  blind  folks  are  just  "seeing  people  in  the  dark";  third,  to 
encourage  and  support  the  Juniors  of  the  Federation  in  the  marvelous  work 
they  are  doing,  such  as  transcribing  Braille,  providing  money  for  the  trans- 
cription of  modern  books  into  Braille,  assuming  the  responsibility  of  blind 
orphans,  and  patronizing  the  skill  of  local  blind  workers;  also  other  works  of 
charity  and  service.  The  fourth  objective,  and  by  no  means  the  least  im- 
portant, is  to  arouse  interest  in  the  prevention  of  unnecessary  blindness  by 
the  conservation  of  vision. 

Are  you,  of  the  Federation,  doing  what  you  can  to  promote  this  work? 
Are  you,  of  the  Association,  in  close  touch  with  the  women's  clubs  of  your 
town  and  county?  Do  you  invite  inspection  of  your  plant?  Does  it  bear 
inspection  when  you  have  callers?  W'hat  about  the  quality  of  your  work? 
Do  your  customers  buy  your  merchandise  just  because  a  blind  person  made 
it,  or  is  it  of  standard  quality  and  good  workmanship?  Is  it  clean  and  care- 
fully arranged,  or  is  it  soiled  and  indifferently  displayed?  The  women's 
clubs  will  prove  very  helpful  if  once  their  confidence  is  established,  and  the 
Division  for  the  Blind  will  continue  to  cooperate  with  you. 

Constant  touch  with  the  women's  clubs  must  be  maintained,  as  every 
change  in  administration  of  the  clubs  means  a  possible  change  in  interest 
and  activity  of  the  clubs.  This  means  not  only  selling  new  ideas  this  year 
to  the  same  club  to  whom  you  sold  last  year,  but  it  may  be  necessary  to 
resell  the  old  idea  to  a  new  officer  this  year.  Sacred  history  informs  us 
of  difficulties  which  ensued  when  "a  king  arose  wTho  knew  not  Joseph". 
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AS  OTHERS  SEE  US 

Dr.  O.  H.  Burritt,  Principal  of  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the 
Instruction  of  the  Blind,  writes  as  follows:  "Only  this  week  have  I  found 
time  to  read  through  carefully  the  first  issue  of  The  Seer.  The  other 
evening  I  read  practically  everything  that  you  have  included.  As  I  read. 
I  blue-penciled  statements  in  the  material  of  some  of  the  Branches  which 
seemed  to  me  worthy  of  careful  consideration  by  the  Philadelphia  Branch. 
I  have  no  doubt  others  have  done  likewise. 

"Is  not  this  a  very  definite  indication  of  the  value  of  The  Seer  for  the 
work  for  the  blind  that  is  being  done  under  the  inspirational  leadership  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind?  It  won't  be  long  before  you 
yourself  and  Supervisors  of  the  several  Branches  of  the  Association  and  the 
rest  of  us  will  wonder  how  we  were  able  to  get  on  without  such  a  coordinating 
publication. 

' '  Each  Branch  has  something  unique  about  its  work,  but  fortunately  for 
all  the  rest  of  us  nothing  is  copyrighted.  We  may  draw  freely  upon  the 
material  presented  by  all.  Thus  we  shall  each  know  better  what  our  co- 
workers are  doing,  and,  as  you  yourself  have  well  said,  'a  special  effort  will 
be  made  to  develop  a  sense  of  solidarity,  or  group  consciousness,  among  the 
Association's  far-flung  Branches'. 

"My  very  best  wishes  for  the  permanent  success  of  The  Seer." 
Miss  Flossie  D.  Herzfeld,  Executive  Secretary,  Mobile  Association  for 
the  Blind,  says:     "Allow  me  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  The  Seer.     It  is  a 
splendid  little  pamphlet  and  I  thoroughly  enjoyed  reading  it,  and  found 
many  useful  suggestions  therein." 

Ralph  H.  Campbell,  Executive  Secretary  of  the  Columbia  Polytechnic 
Institute  for  the  Blind,  writes:  "The  Seer  is  alive  with  excellent  opinions 
on  matters  pertaining  to  the  blind.  The  only  fault  I  have  to  find  with  it 
is  that  it  is  a  quarterly  and  not  a  monthly  or  a  weekly.  It  radiates  so  much 
light  that  it  will  go  far  towards  the  advancement  of  greater  service  to  the 
blind  in  Pennsylvania  and  the  entire  country." 


Excerpt  from  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Executive  Secretary  of  the  Cin- 
cinnati Association  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind : — 

"The  year  1931  will  undoubtedly  stand  in  the  annals  of  work  for  the 
blind  as  a  turning  point  of  deep  significance.  The  direction  is  not  yet 
clear,  but  the  headlong  inertia  of  traditional  practice  has  been  arrested.  The 
World  Conference  on  Work  for  the  Blind  held  in  New  York  this  Spring  was 
both  a  cause  and  an  effect  of  this  situation.  It  was  called  by  those  who 
felt  the  need  for  improvement,  and  it  resulted  in  a  frank  recognition  that 
our  obsolete  methods  of  manufacture,  and  our  cultivation  of  waning  trades 
must  be  modernized  and  replaced  by  more  adequate  occupations;  and  that 
all  such  activities  must  be  more  generously  subsidized  from  private  or  public 
sources.  Two  distinct  trends  are  now  apparent  in  work  shop  policies;  one 
would  develop  a  large  efficient  shop  imitating  the  methods  of  mass  produc- 
tion; the  other  would  minimize  the  specialized  work  shop,  while  developing 
individual  enterprises;  both  being  heavily  subsidized.  The  former  is  usually 
taken  in  large  cities,  the  latter  in  small  cities." 


/ 


THE  SEER 


NEWS  ITEMS  FROM  OUR  BRANCHES 

(Editor's  Note — Our  Beaver  County,  Lackawanna  and  Lehigh  County  Branches  failed 
to  get  their  "News  Items"  in  on  time  for  publication  in  this  issue.  Such  items  will  be  held 
over,  unless  otherwise  directed,  for  publication  in  the  November  number.) 

BERKS  COUNTY  BRANCH 

"He  who  runs  may  read"  ample  justification  for  the  organization  known 
as  the  Berks  County  Branch  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the 
Blind.  There  are  many  evidences  of  the  value  of  this  Branch,  any  one  of 
which  is  sufficient  to  justify  the  movement. 

The  Lions  Club  of  Reading  instituted  a  thorough  survey  of  the  Commun- 
ity and  found  sufficient  need  for  spending  time,  labor  and  money.  Busy 
men  heed  without  murmur  any  call  to  serve  in  this  sphere.  Mr.  Harry 
Davis  is  an  untiring  worker.  Mr.  Robert  Gehret,  Secretary  of  the  Club, 
recently  sponsored  the  admission  of  a  boy  into  the  Rover  Grade  School  for 
the  Blind  at  King-of-Prussia,  Pa.  Every  Lion  has  assisted  in  underwriting 
the  current  expenses  of  the  Berks  Program. 

Various  Clubs  have  given  service  for  special  efforts.  The  Junior  Division 
of  the  Woman's  Club  will  provide  the  Annual  Outing  for  the  Blind  of  the 
Countv  on  the  twenty-first  of  July. 

The  general  public  has  absorbed  valuable  information  on  the  subject 
of  blindness.  Individuals  and  groups  are  interested  in  the  conservation  of 
sight.  Sight-saving  classes  are  doing  fine  preventive  work.  Pupils  with 
defective  vision  are  reciting  side  by  side  with  other  students.  Children 
and  adults  are  seeing  new  worlds  through  Braille  messengers. 

Industrially  blind  men  and  women  have  learned  to  take  their  place  as 
producers  among  the  wrorkers  of  the  earth.  Totally  blind  persons  are  feeling, 
for  the  first  time,  the  thrill  of  a  sense  of  independence  in  the  midst  of  a 
work-a-day  world.  Unsighted  are  seeing  as  clearly  as  the  sighted,  and  some- 
times with  keener  insight  than  seeing  companions. 

The  recovery  of  sight  by  some,  who  were  reconciled  to  blindness,  has  been 
a  startling  aspect  of  the  merit  to  be  found  in  a  properly  directed  labor  of  love. 

Several  business  men  made  a  careful  analysis  of  results  obtained  with 
available  data,  and  discovered  that  the  financial  benefits  accrued  to  indi- 
viduals held  ratio  to  the  investment  of  fifty  to  one. 

Some  things  cannot  be  measured  in  terms  of  dollars.  Among  these  are 
peace  of  mind,  new  courage,  unexpected  interests,  self-discovery,  the  joy 
of  toil,  and  a  sense  of  freedom. 

All  of  these  blessings  are  traceable  to  the  Lions  Club  of  Reading  and 
revolve  about  one  vibrant  personality.  One  person's  brain  keeps  check  on 
existing  conditions  and  is  constantly  on  the  alert  to  discover  unknown 
needs.  One  human  life  has  become  a  vital  point  of  contact  between  the 
sighted  and  the  unsighted. 

A  courageous  heart  cheers  the  discouraged,  teaches  the  helpless,  advises 
the  perplexed  and  loves  them  all.  Both  she  and  they  ascend  the  luminous 
peaks  and  behold  new  vistas  of  glory,  where  light  of  the  sun  is  unnecessary, 
because  truth  and  affection  have  bathed  their  souls. 

This  personality  is  recognized  as  the  "sweetheart  of  the  Lions  Club", 
and  is  known  as  Miss  Catherine  Dunsmore. 
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BLAIR  COUNTY  BRANCH 

The  other  day  while  I  was  comfortably  seated  on  my  front  porch,  I 
discovered  a  man  and  boy  approaching.  The  man  was  carrying  several 
brooms  and  some  other  household  articles.  I  saw  nothing  in  their  move- 
ments that  would  indicate  that  the  man  was  any  different  from  any  other 
man,  but  as  he  came  nearer  to  the  house  and  came  upon  the  porch,  I  noticed 
by  close  observation  that  he  had  lost  the  sight  of  both  eyes.  This  meant  a 
great  deal  more  to  me  than  it  did  to  the  man  who  could  not  see. 

To  my  great  surprise,  in  a  very  short  time  I  was  in  conversation  with  a 
salesman — a  man  who  knew  his  business.  Years  ago  such  an  incident  would 
have  aroused  the  sympathy  of  most  any  person,  but  today,  the  average 
blind  man  is  just  another  man.  The  blind  man  of  yesterday  would  have 
been  on  the  streets  asking  for  charity,  but  the  blind  man  of  today  is  anxious 
to  make  his  own  living  and  to  be  dependent  upon  no  other  person  than  him- 
self. 

In  a  few  seconds,  he  stated  what  his  business  was.  He  offered  his  mer- 
chandise, the  brooms  which  were  made  by  the  blind,  rugs  and  other  articles, 
which  had  also  been  made  by  the  blind.  As  it  was  my  privilege  to  converse 
with  this  salesman,  and  being  a  salesman  myself,  I  tried  my  best  to  enter 
into  an  argument,  but  he,  being  alert  and  knowing  his  business,  answered  all 
questions  about  his  products,  told  why  his  brooms  were  better  than  the 
manufactured  ones  and  in  a  few  moments  had  made  a  sale.  This  demon- 
strates very  clearly  that  although  this  man  was  sightless,  he  was  willing  to 
work  for  a  livelihood. 

After  the  salesman  had  left,  this  thought  came  to  my  mind,  that  this 
blind  salesman  had  he  retained  his  sight,  would  have  surpassed  a  great  many 
of  us  who  are  fortunate  enough  to  be  able  to  see. 

Perhaps  you  are  wondering  why  I  held  this  conversation,  and  why  my 
sympathy  did  not  force  me  to  purchase  these  articles  without  questioning 
the  salesman.  Some  years  ago,  I,  like  most  other  men  who  have  their  vision, 
thought  that  the  blind  were  just  people  living  on  charity;  then  I  became 
interested  in  the  work  of  the  blind.  I  have  been  sitting  in  on  the  meetings 
of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Association  for  the  Blind  regularly  for  the 
past  five  years  and  I  have  heard  the  reports  from  the  Supervisor  of  this 
district,  thus  making  myself  acquainted  with  the  activities  of  the  blind. 
Through  this,  I  have  discovered  that  they  are  shrewd  and  intelligent,  and 
that  their  tireless  efforts  have  brought  them  to  the  point  where  many  can 
take  care  of  themselves  and  do  it  in  such  a  way  as  not  to  be  a  burden  upon 
the  public  at  large. 


CAMBRIA  COUNTY  BRANCH 

The  activities  of  the  Cambria  County  Branch  have  been  somewhat 
varied  this  quarter.  Besides  the  regular  routine,  our  attention  has  been 
turned  to  the  raising  of  funds  for  the  coming  year.  Our  greatest  hope  of 
financial  assistance  lies  in  the  success  of  our  Community  Chest. 

Among  the  first  of  those  chosen  to  represent  the  various  charitable  or- 
ganizations of  Greater  Johnstown  was  Attorney  George  E.  Wolfe,  Chair- 
man of  our  Board  of  Directors.  Miss  Mary  D.  Storey,  Secretary  of  our 
Branch,  has  the  honor  of  being  on  the  budget  committee  of  the  Community 
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Chest.  In  the  course  of  a  few  days,  we  shall  have  added  to  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Community  Chest,  two  other  members  of  our  local  Board 
of  Directors.  With  such  a  representation,  the  work  for  the  blind  should 
hold  an  advantageous  place  in  securing  its  much  needed  funds.  Judging 
from  the  active,  wholehearted  interest  of  our  workers  for  the  blind  in  this 
County,  our  entering  into  the  Community  Chest  is  going  to  assure  us  of  a 
permanent  existance. 

On  June  15,  Miss  Jean  Porterfield,  Teacher  of  the  Braille  Class  in  Johns- 
town and  member  of  our  Board  of  Directors,  went  to  Butler  County  to 
assist  in  the  organization  of  another  Branch  of  the  Pennsylvania  Associa- 
tion for  the  Blind.  Reports  from  Miss  Porterfield  show  that  she  is  doing  a 
big  piece  of  work.  This  is  no  more  than  we  can  expect  from  her  for  already 
she  has  the  preliminary  organization  of  two  Branches  to  her  credit — Camb- 
ria County  and  Venango  County.  Cambria  County  is  very  proud  to  claim 
Miss  Porterfield  as  a  resident  and  a  worker. 


NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY  BRANCH 

The  Northampton  County  Branch  anticipates  working  toward  a  wider 
program  for  the  prevention  of  blindness.  During  this  past  winter,  we  dis- 
covered, through  the  school  nurse  in  the  Nazareth  Public  Schools,  six  child- 
ren with  such  defective  vision  that  they  were  not  able  to  carry  on  the  work 
in  their  grades  satisfactorily,  even  after  the  proper  refractions  were  made 
by  the  ophthalmologist. 

The  Supervisor  at  once  began  communications  with  Miss  Evelyn  Car- 
penter, Supervisor  of  Conservation  of  Vision,  State  Council  for  the  Blind, 
and  with  the  National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness,  New  York 
City,  who  very  promptly  supplied  the  school  Superintendent  with  literature 
on  the  establishment  of  sight-saving  classes.  Other  very  beneficial  sug- 
gestions for  preserving  the  sight  of  these  children,  until  further  arrangements 
can  be  made  to  open  sight-saving  classes  with  necessary  equipment,  were 
also  made  from  the  above  sources. 

In  making  our  survey  in  the  Nazareth  Schools,  we  found  a  High  School 
pupil  who  has  to  use  very  heavy  glasses,  and  yet  has  considerable  trouble 
in  reading  through  a  lengthy  period  of  time.  At  a  meeting  with  the  girl's 
parents,  the  school  nurse  and  teachers,  the  Supervisor  made  the  suggestion 
that  a  teacher  help  her  with  the  preparation  of  her  lessons  for  a  start  and 
have  her  mother  assist  in  the  same  manner.  In  this  way  the  girl  will  be 
able  to  pass  her  year's  work  and  at  the  same  time  conserve  her  eyesight. 
We  received  full  cooperation  from  this  girl's  teacher  and  were  advised  by 
her  that  the  plan  was  working  quite  well  and  made  matters  easier  for  the 
pupil. 

The  establishing  of  sight-saving  classes  will  require  a  considerable  outlay 
of  money  for  the  purchase  of  materials,  such  as  textbooks  and  the  like. 
We  may  not,  therefore,  be  able  to  establish  a  sight-saving  class  in  its  en- 
tirety. The  Principal,  however,  has  pledged  his  cooperation,  so  we  may  be 
able  to  make  an  arrangement,  which  will  be  beneficial  to  such  children  as 
have  defective  vision. 
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DAUPHIN  COUNTY  BRANCH 

A  very  interesting  experiment  was  recently  made  by  the  Dauphin  County 
Branch  of  the  Association. 

Peter,  the  sixth  child  in  a  family  of  nine  children,  both  parents  being 
Rumanians,  was  brought  to  the ,  attention  of  the  Supervisor.  The  boy  of 
pre-school  age,  almost  blind  since  birth  and  mentally  below  normal,  was 
examined  about  four  years  ago.  The  physician,  who  made  the  examination, 
suggested  the  best  place  for  him  would  be  a  feeble-minded  institution.  Al- 
though the  child's  general  appearance  is  very  much  against  him,  the  Super- 
visor was  very  loath  to  have  him  committed  to  such  an  institution,  feeling 

that  the  boy  would  be  shunned 
by  the  other  sighted  children 
and  made  very  unhappy. 

Last  summer  he  was  sent  to 
the  vacation  bible  school,  con- 
nected with  Pine  Street  Church, 
and  the  teacher  there  reported 
he  made  great  progress  during 
that  time;  so  when  it  was  sug- 
gested that  one  of  the  young 
women  at  the  Workshop  teach 
the  boy,  the  Supervisor  eagerly 
set  about  making  the  necessary 
arrangements. 

A  room  on  the  third  floor  was 
fitted  up  for  a  school  room;  our 
school  board  lending  kinder- 
garten equipment,  and  a  small 
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Teaching  Peter  Braille 


desk  and  chair  were  soon  given  by  someone  interested  through  the  "Round- 
About-Town"  column  of  the  Harrisburg  Telegraph.  A  young  woman  ex- 
perienced in  teaching  blind  children,  being  blind  herself,  and  having  lots  of 
patience,  was  procured.  A  kind  friend  of  the  blind,  and  of  humanity  in 
general,  becoming  interested  in  the  case,  agreed  to  pay  for  the  teacher;  and, 
another  good  friend,  a  member  of  the  Lion's  Club,  agreed  to  pay  a  man  to 
stop  and  get  the  boy  each  school  morning  and  take  him  home  again  in  his 
car  after  school. 

During  March,  April  and  May,  the  little  fellow  came  to  school,  not  miss- 
ing a  day.  The  Sunshine  Society  supplied  him  with  a  quart  of  milk  and 
crackers  for  a  mid-morning  luncheon,  as  he  seemed  much  underweight  when 
he  started  school. 

His  teacher  reports  he  has  made  good  progress  and  is  ready  to  enter 
Overbrook  School. 

We  feel  that  if  Peter  can  be  taught  to  read  and  write,  do  some  handwork 
and  learn  to  mingle  with  other  children,  he  will  be  happier  as  he  grows  older. 
In  this  way  he  could  learn  to  occupy  his  time  to  good  advantage  and  would 
not  be  so  taunted  by  others.  His  mother  admits  he  is  now  jeered  at  and 
mistreated  by  other  children  on  the  street. 

We  are  hoping  that  Peter  may  be  able  to  pass  his  examination,  and  be 
recommended  for  either  the  Sunshine  Home  in  New  Jersey  or  the  Overbrook 
School  to  continue  his  training. 
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LANCASTER  COUNTY  BRANCH 
(Editor's  Note — The  following  conversation  actually  took  place.) 
"Why,  Phil!  what  are  you  laughing  at?" 
Phil  continued  to  grin. 

"Really,"  added  Fan,  "that's  the  first  pleasant  expression  you've  had 
in  two  weeks." 

"Well"  chuckled  Phil,  "let  Old  Man  Rheumatism  put  you  flat  on  your 
back  for  ten  days  and  nights  and  between  dull  aches  see  how  many  happy 

expressions  you   can 
make." 

"There,  there",  inter- 
rupted his  wife,  "I  did- 
n't mean  to  hurt  your 
feelings,  but  when  I 
helped  you  out  of  bed 
today  and  drove  you  to 
the  doctor's  office  for 
the  lamp  treatment,  I 
expected  he'd  be  able  to 
relieve  some  of  the  pain, 
but  I  certainly  didn't 
expect  to  see  you  almost 
dance  with  glee  before 
we  got  home." 

"No,  and  neither  did 
I.       But    did    you    see 
what  I  just  saw?" 
"No,  what  was  it?" 

"Well,   as   we   passed 
the     Blind     Association 
show  window,  I  saw  John  and  Fred  working." 

"What's  unusual  about  that?    They're  there  every  day,  doing  the  same 
thing,  either  caning  chairs  or  making  brushes." 

"Yes,  that's  just  it.  Same  old  thing — but  they  were  laughing.  It 
struck  me  quite  seriously  and  when  I  think  of  these  two  men,  robbed  of  one 
of  the  most  essential  of  the  senses,  on  the  job,  day  in  and  day  out,  and  happy 
in  spite  of  their  handicap.  Well,  rheumatism,  yes,  and  even  the  depression 
won't  mean  a  thing  to  me  from  now  on." 

"Well,"  exclaimed   the  wife,  as  she  applied   the  brakes,   "here  we  are, 
home  again,"  and  proceeded  to  help  her  husband  out  of  the  car.     Phil 
brushed  her  gently  aside  and  walked  up  the  steps  into  the  house — grinning. 
P.S. — When  the  above  picture  was  taken,  the  men  evidently  were  work- 
ing out  some  serious  problems — but  they  can  and  do  laugh. 
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John  and  Fred 


J.  D.  WESTCOTT  &  SON 

UNION  CITY,  PENNSYLVANIA 

Oldest  and  Largest  Manufacturer  of 
Hardwood  Broom  Handles 


The  many  Associations  for  the  Blind 
make  the  kind  of  brooms  on  which 
we  are  proud  to  see  our  handles.  We 
hope  that  WESTCOTT  HANDLES 
contribute  to  some  degree  to  the  high 
standard  of  the  finished  product. 


WIRE 

for 

T\T)C*)0\AQ     Seneca    Brand    Broom   Wire  is  a  high  grade 
extra    tinned  wire  specially  made  for  broom 
manufacture  and  is  guaranteed  to  give  the  very  best  results 
on  both  hand  and  power  winders. 

piT3 TJSHKS    °ur  High  Carbon  Brush Wire  is  the  result 

of  many  years'  experimentation  and  has 
proven  to  be  an  ideal  wire  for  brush  work.  Brush  manu- 
facturers will  be  greatly  pleased  with  its  uniform  quality. 

A/f  f^\  T3  C       Our  high  and   low  carbon  stapling  and  binding 
^^^  wire  is  now  being  used  with  great  satisfaction  by 

the    mop    trade.      We   are   also   in   a  position  to   furnish 
special  spring  steel  wire  for  mops. 

The  Seneca  Wire  &  Mfg*  Co* 

Box  167,  Fostoria,  Ohio 
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PHILADELPHIA  BRANCH 

Because  our  temporary  Homework  Instructor  was  employed  full  time 
by  another  organization  the  middle  of  June,  and  the  date  of  the  return  of 
our  regular  Instructor  is  not  yet  known,  the  Philadelphia  Branch  has  dis- 
continued its  Homework  during  the  three  summer  months,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  sending  some  tea  towels  to  ten  of  the  better  independent  workers. 
Three  of  our  workers  definitely  said  that  they  did  not  care  for  work  in  the 
warm  weather.  The  remaining  fourteen  of  our  active  workers  were  very 
sorry  that  the  work  could  not  be  continued  through  the  summer. 

What  has  been  the  experience  of  other  Supervisors  with  summer  work? 
Has  it  been  completed  in  as  satisfactory  a  manner  as  during  the  cooler 
months?  Have  the  workers  really  kept  up  their  interest  and  production 
during  the  twelve  months  of  the  year? 

One  of  the  older  women,  who  has  been  hemming  towels,  asked  me  on 
one  visit  if  it  would  be  proper  for  her  to  sell  the  towels  she  made  directly 
to  her  friends  who  had  asked  for  them.  Since  that  time  she  has  been  an 
enthusiastic  Home  Worker  and  a  salesman  also.  A  recent  gift  of  a  radio 
from  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  has  added  greatly  to  her  en- 
joyment of  life,  which  she  is  forced  to  spend  in  her  own  room.  She  says  that 
now  she  has  three  interests  instead  of  one— she  reads  her  library  book  until 
her  fingers  become  tired,  then  she  listens  to  the  radio  while  she  does  some 
sewing. 

Another  Home  Worker  who  has  long  been  financially  dependent  on  the 
small  gifts  of  money  wrhich  her  grown  children  have  been  able  to  give  her, 
told  me  that  this  winter  the  money  she  has  been  earning  has  paid  for  the 
electricity,  gas,  and  all  of  the  toilet  articles — soap,  tooth  paste,  et  cetera, 
wmich  she  and  her  two  grandchildren  have  needed. 

A  third  woman  to  whom  we  paid  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  on  one  visit 
said: — "My,  but  I'm  rich  now.  I  haven't  had  so  much  money  at  one  time 
for  years!" 

At  the  June  meeting  of  the  Philadelphia  Branch  several  enthusiastic 
persons  joined  our  Board.  At  the  same  time  a  budget  of  almost  five  thous- 
and dollars  was  adopted  for  the  next  fiscal  year,  of  which  more  than  half  is 
allocated  to  the  Homework  Department. 

During  the  school  year  of  1929-30,  the  Philadelphia  Branch  had  the  op- 
portunity of  cooperating  with  the  Pennsylvania  School  of  Social  and  Health 
Work  in  planning  part  of  the  practice  case  work  done  by  the  students  taking 
the  course  in  Home  Teacher  Training  at  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for 
the  Instruction  of  the  Blind.  A  similar  arrangement  with  these  two  schools 
will  be  followed  during  the  next  school  year.  Three  girls — one  each  from 
Pennsylvania,  Minnesota,  and  New  York — will  complete  the  course  in 
June,  1932,  and  will  be  ready  to  take  their  place  in  the  ranks  of  workers  for 
the  blind. 


A.    E.    CRAIG 

CHARLESTON,  ILLINOIS 

Broom  Corn  Dealer 


In  Illinois  and  Western 
Broom  Corn  in  local 
and  car  load  lots. 


I  have  been  in  the  same  business  at  the  same 
old  stand  for  over  twenty-five  years 


Attention  I !  I 
MR.  BROOM  MANUFACTURER 

We  Are  American  Headquarters  for 

CHINA  REEDS,  SPLIT  RATTAN  and  SPLIT  BAMBOO 

Complete  stocks  for  quick  delivery 

RICE  FIBRE  —  9",  14",  16",  18".  The  best  substitute  for  Broom  Corn  the 
world  produces.  No  waste,  no  sorting;  ready  to  hand  to  the  Winder.  A  pound 
goes  as  far  as  four  of  Corn.     Investigate  this  money  saver. 

BROOM  HANDLES  —  Direct  shipment  from  our  Oconto  Mills— Misses 
and  Parlors  Mill  Run  'Hard  Rock  Maple.  Special  prices  on  carlots.  Send  for 
quotations  and  samples. 

For  shipment  from  our  Amsterdam  Warehouses — Misses,  Parlors,  Warehouse, 
Toys,  Brush  Rods,  Bamboo  Handles,  etc. 

WRITE  FOR  DETAILS  TODAY 

GEO.  H.  MAUS,  INC. 

AMSTERDAM,  N.  Y. 


THE  SEER 


PITTSBURGH  BRANCH 

(An  autobiographical  sketch  by  M.  G.  Netting) 

From  Dusk  To  Dawn 

At  fifty-six,  dusk — dawn  at  sixty-one.  I  am  not  a  scribe  or  the  son  of  a 
scribe,  but  by  request,  I  am  writing  this  article,  hoping  that  it  may  be  a 
help  and  encouragement  to  any  who  have  lost,  or  who  may  lose  their  sight, 
but  especially  to  those  who  meet  this  misfortune  in  middle  life. 

After  a  series  of  operations,  I  found  one  December  day  that  my  sight 
was  gone — dusk  at  fifty-six.  With  the  going  of  my  vision,  I  lost  the  sight 
of  sunrise  and  sunset,  of  the  sky  with  its  floating  clouds  and  the  whizzing 
aeroplane  flying  overhead,  the  sight  of  the  great  outdoors,  the  trees,  the 
grass,  the  birds  and  flowers,  winding  streams,  beautiful  lakes  and  mighty 
oceans;  all  were  gone  except  in  memory.  In  the  weeks  and  months  that 
followed,  I  missed  the  sight  of  the  faces  of  my  wife  and  children,  and  the 
looks  of  love  and  sympathy  from  them,  and  most  of  all  the  looks  of  mutual 
understanding  which  pass  from  husband  to  wife.  It  was  night — night — 
night.  The  familiar  sights  of  the  great  city  and  its  life,  and  the  mental 
tiredness  that  comes  from  the  use  of  the  seeing  eye  were  gone  and  in  their 
place  nothing  but  restless  days  and  sleepless  nights,  and  the  pictures  on  the 
walls  of  my  memory. 

I  crave  for  every  blind  person  a  cheery  word,  a  hearty  handshake,  and 
an  occasional  pat  on  the  back — for  we  need  the  touch  of  the  human  hand  to 
replace  the  sight  of  the  human  faces,  which  we  have  lost. 

I  made  a  visit  to  Mr.  H.  R.  Latimer  at  the  Pennsylvania  Association 
for  the  Blind,  and  his  advice  was  "Forget  that  you  are  blind  and  get  some- 
thing to  do."  This  wras  the  finest  medicine  in  the  world  but  a  hard  dose  to 
swallow.     It  was  easy  to  say  but  hard  to  execute. 

After  a  series  of  interviews  with  Guy  Nickeson  and  Eugene  Morgret,  it 
was  finally  decided  that  I  was  to  try  the  selling  game — to  sell  brooms, 
mops,  and  brushes  to  the  wholesale  trade.  This  was  a  ray  of  hope.  The 
getting  of  something  to  do  and  the  doing  it,  day  in  and  day  out,  rain  or 
shine,  has  been  the  most  important  factor  in  helping  me  to  find  my  new  day. 

There  are  four  essential  factors  which  helped  me  to  find  this  new  day — 
home,  social  and  religious  life,  and  daily  work.  I  shall  touch  on  each  one 
of  them  in  the  order  named. 


Home 
Don't  let  your  family  set  you  in  a  corner  and  wait  upon  you  hand  and 
foot.  Be  independent.  I  wash,  dress,  bathe  and  shave  myself,  take  care 
of  my  linen,  brush  clothes  and  shine  shoes.  I  answer  the  door  and  telephone 
— do  odd  jobs  such  as  putting  washers  on  water  spigots,  taking  off  wall 
paper,  sandpapering  and  doing  any  other  odd  job,  as  though  normal. 
Learn  to  feed  yourself.  I  say  "learn",  because  that  was  one  of  the  most 
difficult  things  for  me  to  do.  Have  someone  read  to  you  daily  papers, 
magazines,  books,  and  have  a  radio.  Get  diversified  programs.  Keep  in 
touch  with  local,  state,  national  and  world  affairs.  All  of  this  you  will 
find  most  helpful. 


FIVE    YEARS 


have  passed  since  we  conceived  The  Idea 
that  has  given  gainful  occupation  to  many 
sightless  persons  during  this  time, 

9  Much  time  and  thought  has  been  given  this 
idea  until  today  it  is  fully  developed  into  a 
proven  source  of  income  to  hundreds  of  blind 
who  otherwise  have  been  totally  or  partially  de- 
pendent. 


OUR  METHOD 

Providing  the  sightless  with  a  business  of  their 
own  thru  the  sales  of  a  strictly  quality  line  of 
candy  bars  thru  the  best  developed  coin  con- 
trolled machines  on  the  market. 


IT  WILL  PAY 

Organizations  for  the  Blind  to  investigate  this 
method  of  providing  work  for  those  who  wish 
to  support  themselves. 


THE  CHICKY  MFC  CO. 

GRAND  RAPIDS,  MICH, 
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(Continued  from  Page  17) 

Social 
Associate  with  normal  people.  By  normal  people,  I  mean  those  who  have 
the  right  use  of  all  their  faculties.  Attend  lectures,  concerts,  entertain- 
ments, lodge  affairs,  and  banquets.  Take  trips  in  automobiles  and  trains, 
attend  picnics,  and  make  social  calls  as  if  you  were  normal.  Your  social 
activities  are  very  important. 

Religious 
"The  light  of  the  body  is  the  eye."  When  you  lose  your  sight,  you  are 
indeed  in  darkness.  Be  interested  in  and  faithful  to  all  church  services. 
Learn  to  pray.  I  have  found  the  inner  life  to  be  the  greatest  source  of  joy, 
comfort,  and  peace  in  the  very  darkest  hours.  Remember  there  is  One  who 
said,  "Whosoever  followeth  after  Me,  shall  not  walk  in  darkness,  but  shall 
have  the  light  of  life."  Keep  in  touch  with  the  Bible  for  the  Psalmist  said, 
"Thy  word  is  a  lamp  unto  my  feet,  and  a  light  unto  my  path." 

Work 
There  is  no  great  happiness  except  in  work.  The  reason  there  is  so  much 
unhappiness  in  the  world  is  because  people  do  not  have  enough  work. 
This  is  doubly  so  if  you  are  blind.  I  shall  never  forget  the  morning  I  was 
taken  by  friends  to  the  Pittsburgh  Workshop  for  the  Blind  to  meet  Mr. 
Morgret,  Sales  Manager,  to  discuss  the  selling  game.  I  felt  like  a  boy  just 
starting  to  school.  We  made  the  first  call  on  a  large  sand  and  gravel  com- 
pany. Here  I  took  my  first  order  for  two  dozen  brooms.  A  ray  of  light  shone, 
as  this  was  the  first  money  I  had  earned  since  losing  my  sight.  A  few  more 
days  were  spent  with  my  instructor  and  then  I  made  arrangements  with  a 
boy  to  act  as  my  guide  and  started  out  for  myself.  The  days  that  followed 
were  exceedingly  trying,  but  quite  interesting.  At  the  end  of  sixty  days.  I 
received  my  first  check — not  a  large  one,  but  enough  to  cover  my  expenses. 
A  brighter  ray  of  light  shone,  as  I  was  a  producer  again  and  felt  that  there 
was  a  place  for  me  in  the  business  world.  In  the  weeks  and  months  that 
followed,  I  finished  my  first  year  and  had  earned  a  beginner's  salary.  The 
rays  of  light  were  growing  brighter.  I  was  mingling  with  business  men  and 
women.  I  was  beginning  to  find  myself.  I  mapped  out  a  systematic  calling 
plan.  I  was  getting  orders — large  orders;  new  accounts  were  being  opened. 
I  was  making  good.  The  rays  of  light  were  growing  brighter  and  brighter, 
and  lo!  it  was  dawn,  the  morning  of  a  new  day  at  sixty-one.  Sales  for  my 
second  year  were  2500  dozen  brooms,  500  dozen  mops  and  200  dozen  brushes. 

It  wTas  the  finest  prescription  in  the  world,  "Forget  that  you  are  blind 
and  get  something  to  do."     Have  a  plan  and  work  it. 

As  an  aid  to  finding  your  new  day,  be  happy,  optimistic  and  cheerful. 
When  calling  recently,  a  young  lady  in  an  office  asked  if  I  would  sell  my 
smile.     A  cheery  smile  is  an  asset  in  any  business. 

The  midday  and  afternoon  of  my  new  day  look  bright  for  I  have  learned 
that  handicapped  or  not,  success  in  life  is  not  spelled  with  a  large  "S",  but 
with  a  mighty  big  "U"  and  the  more  of  the  Y-O-U  that  is  put  into  your 
work,  the  greater  will  be  your  success. 


SELF  SUPPORT  FOR 
THE  BLIND 


The  Serving  Machine  Company  of  New  York,  Inc., 
265  Canal  Street, 
New  York  City. 

Gentlemen  :-- 

For  the  past  year  and  four  months  I  have  been  operating 
your  5c  machines  vending  Wilburmilk  Chocolate  and  Dairy  Maid 
Candy  Bars.  I  started  with  seven  machines  and  now  have  100. 
My  average  income  from  these  machines  for  the  past  six  months 
has  been,  and  is,  over  $50.00  per  week.  I  am  totally  blind  and 
work  on  foot. 

Yours  truly, 

Daniel  H.  Lentz. 

1103  Leopard  Street, 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

This  letter  is  authorized  and  the  contents  vouched  for  by 
Mr.  Liborio  Delfino,  Field  Officer  of  the  Pennsylvania  Institution 
for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,  who  was  instrumental  in  starting 
Mr.  Lentz  in  this  business. 

For  Further  Information  Address 

The  Serving  Machine  Company  of  New  York,  Inc. 
265  Canal  Street,  New  York  City 
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VENANGO  COUNTY  BRANCH 

Dr.  F.  Earl  Magee  of  Oil  City,  Chairman  of  our  Committee  on  Pre- 
vention of  Blindness,  and  Dr.  George  B.  Jobson  of  Franklin,  oculists,  who 
are  members  of  our  Branch  Board  of  Directors,  are  doing  a  splendid  piece 
of  work  in  Venango  County. 

"If  we  can  feel  that  we  have  actually  succeeded  in  restoring  the  sight 

of  one  little  child,  even  if  we  had 
accomplished  nothing  else,  it  will 
dearly  repay  us  for  all  our  efforts, 
and  our  organization  will  not  have 
existed  in  vain,"  was  Colonel  Sel- 
den's  characteristic  answer  when 
the  Supervisor  sought  his  advice 
concerning  a  little  boy  who  had 
suddenly  become  blind. 

One  morning,  early  in  June,  a 
young  woman  rushed  into  our  As- 
sociation Office,  distracted  with  grief. 
At  the  age  of  ten,  she  had  been  left 
motherless  with  a  large  family  of 
younger  brothers  and  sisters.  Within 
a  few  years  their  father  died.  How- 
ever, by  this  time,  a  brother  was 
old  enough  to  work,  the  young 
woman  married,  and  they  carried 
on.  Then  came  the  general  business 
depression,  which  compels  this  fami- 
ly of  eight  to  exist  on  forty-eight 
dollars  a  month.  They  had  bought 
glasses  for  their  little  brother,  but 
they  had  no  idea  his  condition  was 
serious,  until  suddenly  he  was  totally 
blind  with  no  hope  of  recovery. 

A  thorough  examination  of  the  boy's  eyes  by  Dr.  George  B.  Jobson, 
showed  a  fiberous  cataract  with  adhesions  in  one  eye,  and  in  the  other,  a 
detached  retina.  Dr.  Jobson  could  make  no  promises,  but  he  would  attempt 
an  operation  on  the  detached  retina,  as  he  believed  there  was  a  chance  of 
saving  the  sight.  His  services  'were  given  free,  but  because  he  was  not  a 
member  of  the  Oil  City  Hospital,  our  Association  agreed  to  pay  the  hospital 
bill.    The  operation,  which  was  performed  June  15,  was  a  complete  success. 

We  are  cooperating  wTith  the  Lions,  the  Medical  Association,  and  the 
staff  of  the  Oil  City  Hospital  in  the  organization  of  a  free  Eye  Clinic  in 
Venango  County.  With  such  large,  generous,  public-spirited  men  on  our 
Board  of  Directors,  as  Dr.  Magee  and  Dr.  Jobson,  we  should  encounter 
little  difficulty  in  preventing  needless  blindness. 
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Dr.  F.  Earl  Magee 


FREE  BOOK  ON  HOOK  RUGS 

This  handsome  book  in  full  color  plates  gives  com- 
plete  information  about  the  fascinating  art  of  making 
hook  rugs  for  pleasure  or  profit.  Tells  how  you  can 
reproduce  genuine  old  colonial  designs,  priceless 
oriental  patterns,  modernistic  and  novelty  effects  in 
wide  variety  of  color  blendings. 

You  can  now  make  hooked,  cross  stitch  or  crochet 
rugs  with  deeper,  softer  nap,  reversible,  equally  beauti- 
ful and  serviceable  on  both  sides,  at  a  fraction  of 
former  cost  by  using 

MAYSVILLE  RUG  FILLER 

Write  today  for  free  samples  in  14  lovely  shades,  com- 
plimentary copy  of  this  book,  price  list  of  rug  makers' 
supplies  and  information  as  to  where  to  buy  them. 
We  have  nothing  to  sell  you.     Send  no  money. 

JANUARY    &    WOOD    COMPANY 

ESTABLISHED  1851 

Dept.  H,  MAYSVILLE,  KENTUCKY 


BRUSH    MAKING 

One  of  the  Most  Profitable  and 
Easiest  Industries  for  the  Blind 

WE  ARE  PREPARED  TO  FURNISH 

HORSEHAIR,  FIBRE,  BRISTLES 

AND 

MIXTURES 

In  any  quality,  color  or  size  for  wire  twisted,  drawn  or  set 
work.  We  will  gladly  assist  in  any  way  possible  in  the  de- 
velopment of  this  work. 

K  B.  &  A.  C.  WHITING  CO. 

IMPORTERS      : :      MANUFACTURERS 
BURLINGTON,  VERMONT 
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WILKES-BARRE  BRANCH 


Through  the  generosity  of  a  Wilkes-Barre  Philanthropist,  the  Wilkes- 
Barre  Branch  has  been  granted  the  privilege  of  inaugurating  a  practice  of 
definite  benefit  to  the  sightless,  not  only  those  residing  within  the  City, 
but  to  those  throughout  Luzerne  County.  This  man  requested  the  Supervisor 
to  make  arrangements  for  the  purchase  of  a  number  of  white  canes.  After 
solicitation  of  bids  and  sample,  Mr.  X  chose  the  cane  which  he  thought 
would  be  best  suited  to  the  blind  men  and  then  one  hundred  of  them  were 

purchased.  They  have 
been  distributed  to  all 
men  desiring  them.  The 
idea  has  met  with  wide- 
spread approval,  and  the 
white  cane  is  meeting 
with  the  success  it  was 
believed  it  would. 

The  use  of  the  white 
cane  is  becoming  more 
and  more  general.  Wilkes- 
Barre  is  among  the 
first  cities  of  the  United 
States  to  adopt  the  idea. 
The  cane  was  first  used 
in  Paris,  France,  when 
a  titled  person  conceived 
the  idea  and  presented 
white  canes  to  all  of  the 
blind.  The  idea  has 
now  been  taken  up  by 
the  officials  in  London 
and  recently  a  consignment  of  four  hundred  were  distributed  in  that  City. 

The  white  cane  has  been  called  the  "silent  invitation",  because  it  mutely 
asks  all  sighted  persons  to  give  assistance  to  the  sightless  wherever  and 
whenever  possible. 

Wilkes-Barre  city  officials  have  been  asked  to  take  action  making  it 
prohibitive  for  any  but  a  blind  person  to  use  a  similar  cane,  and  at  present 
the  City  Solicitor  is  working  on  the  matter.  It  is  believed  that  within  a 
few  weeks  an  ordinance  will  be  passed  to  this  effect. 

The  accompanying  photograph  shows  Arline  Phillips  Garber,  Super- 
visor of  the  Wilkes-Barre  Branch,  presenting  one  of  the  white  canes  to 
Percy  E.  Berninger  at  the  latter's  news  stand  on  Public  Square.  Mr. 
Berninger  is  one  of  Luzerne  County's  outstanding  blind  residents,  who, 
through  his  business  sagacity  and  pleasing  personality  has  built  for  himself 
a  paying  business  and  made  a  large  circle  of  warm  friends  and  profitable 
patrons. 


Mrs.  Arline  P.  Garber  presenting  cane  to  Mr.  Berninger 


^     BROOM  BANDS 

Round  or  Oval  Galvanized  Wire 

All  Sizes 


WHISK    BANDS 

5"_6"_7"__8" 
Tinned  Wire 


MANUFACTURED  BY 

SEARLES  ELECTRIC  WELDING  WORKS 

1850  W.  FULTON  STREET 
CHICAGO,  ILL. 


THE 

THOMAS  MONAHAN  CO. 

Broom  Corn 

ARCOLA,  ILLINOIS 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  ADEQUATE  RELIEF  OF 

THE  AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION  OF  WORKERS 

FOR  THE  BLIND 

Your  Committee  appointed  by  resolution  of  the  13th  Biennial  Conven- 
tion of  the  American  Association  of  Workers  for  the  Blind,  (See  page  6) 
after  as  thorough  an  examination  into  the  facts  as  time  and  opportunity 
have  permitted,  presents  for  your  consideration  the  following  principles  and 
accompanying  data  governing  the  question  of  adequate  relief  for  the  blind: 

First  of  all,  emphasis  is  placed  upon  the  fact  that  the  principles  here 
presented  can  be  carried  out  with  few  exceptions  by  authorized  agencies 
for  the  blind  without  extensive  additions  to  staff  or  overhead  and  can  be 
developed  in  cooperation  with  local  case  working  agencies. 

The  Committee  looks  with  disapproval  upon  organizations  for  the  blind, 
municipal  authorities,  or  the  police  proceeding  against  blind  mendicants  as 
such;  action  should  be  taken  against  mendicancy  in  general  and  not  in 
particular;  in  the  case  of  the  blind  mendicant  no  action  should  be  taken 
against  an  individual  until  some  provision  has  been  made  in  advance  for 
his  maintenance  or  rehabilitation.  The  Committee  emphatically  dis- 
approves of  all  forms  of  migratory  mendicancy. 

In  addition  to  every  other  interpretation,  the  term  "Relief"  as  used  in 
this  report  is  understood  to  mean  and  to  include,  any  form  of  public  funds 
appropriated  as  gratuities  or  as  pensions  for  the  blind,  under  the  provisions 
and  statutes  of  the  several  States. 

Principles  which  should  govern  the  administration  of  adequate  relief: 

I.  Definition  of  Adequate  Relief: 

1.  Blindness  itself  is  a  sufficiently  well  recognized  economic  handicap  as 
to  require  special  relief  at  the  hands  of  society. 

2.  Such  relief  should  be  adequate. 

(a)  Adequate  relief  from  whatever  source  or  sources  obtained  should 
be  adjusted  to  the  needs  of  the  individual  as  determined  by  the  best 
scientific  and  social  judgment  of  the  standards  in  the  community  in 
which  the  blind  person  lives,  rather  than  given  in  fixed  or  flat  rate 
amounts.  The  Committee  cannot  emphasize  too  strongly  that  efficient 
case  work  is  indispensable  to  the  giving  of  relief. 

(b)  Relief  which  merely  supplies  the  elemental  requirements  for  food, 
shelter,  clothing,  and  recreation  may  be  characterized  as  static  or  con- 
tinuing, and  such  relief  should  be  given  exclusively  to  those  who  are 
physically,  mentally  or  morally  unfit  for  remunerative  work. 

(c)  Relief  which  rehabilitates  through  restoration  of  function,  educa- 
tion, augmentation  of  earnings,  concession  of  privileges,  removal  of 
obligations,  or  capitalization  of  business,  may  be  called  constructive, 
and  must  comprehend  unhampered  completion  of  a  rehabilitation  pro- 
gram, the  development  of  latent  resources,  security  in  social  and  indus- 
trial position,  and  reasonable  provision  for  old  age. 

(d)  Adequate  relief,  then,  is  the  difference  between  the  sum  of  one's 
income  from  all  personal  and  other  sources,  and  that  estimated  as  neces- 
sary for  his  maintenance  by  the  best  scientific  and  social  judgment  of 
the  standards  of  the  community  in  which  the  individual  lives. 

(Continued  on  Page  27) 


Frederick  H.  Cone  &  Co. 

INCORPORATED 

181  FRONT  STREET,  NEW  YORK,  U.  S.  A. 


BRISTLES  HORSEHAIR 

and  FIBRES 

ALL  KINDS  AND  COLORS 


Complete  Stocks  Always  Available 


Quotations,  Samples  and  Information  on  all  Brush  Materials 
furnished  on  request 


When  You  Need 

Bunch  Bags,  Handle  Cones, 
All  Over  Broom  Bags, 
Individual  Broom  Slips 

Write  us  for  samples  and  prices. 

WE  ARE  THE  LARGEST  producers  of  paper  broom 
bags.  We  specialize  on  the  needs  of  the  broom  manufac- 
turers. Our  equipment  enables  us  to  offer  you  the  best 
service  at  competitive  prices. 

AN  INQUIRY  will  be  appreciated. 

THE  KENNEDY  CAR  LINER  &  BAG  CO. 

SHELBYVILLE,  INDIANA 
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(Continued  from  Page  25) 

II.  Who  Shall  Receive  Relief: 

1.  The  recipient  must  be  blind. 

(a)  "In  general,  a  person  is  blind  who  is  unable,  even  with  the  use  of 
specially  fitted  glasses,  to  read  ordinary  type  or  to  perform  any  work 
for  which  eyesight  is  necessary."  This  definition  was  approved  by  the 
joint  Committee  of  the  American  Association  of  Workers  for  the  Blind 
and  the  American  Association  of  Instructors  of  the  Blind  on  definition 
of  blindness. 

2.  The  recipient  must  have  attained  his  majority  according  to  the  laws 
of  the  State  in  which  he  lives. 

3.  The  recipient  must  be  a  legal  resident  of  the  State  at  the  time  of  mak- 
ing application  for  relief,  or  must  have  lost  his  sight  within  the  State. 

4.  The  recipient  who  is  addicted  to  habitual  drunkenness,  debauchery, 
and  lawlessness  shall  be  treated  as  mentally  sick,  and  should  be  cared 
for  by  the  institution  provided  by  society,  and  forfeit  his  right  to  relief." 

5.  The  recipient  who  is  guilty  of  mendicancy  shall  forfeit  this  form  of 
relief. 

6.  The  recipient  shall  not  be  an  inmate  of  a  public  or  private  institution, 
or  have  been,  prior  to  loss  of  sight,  the  habitual  recipient  of  public 
charity. 

7.  The  recipient  shall  not  be  one  who  prior  to  loss  of  sight  was  so  in- 
capacitated by  mental  or  physical  infirmities  as  to  constitute  him  a 
public  charge;  such  individuals  should  be  cared  for  by  the  institution 
specializing  in  his  major  handicap. 

III.  Who  Shall  Pay  Relief: 

1.  The  Committee  favors  provision  for  static  or  continuing  relief  from 
governmental  funds,  local  and  state,  on  a  fifty  fifty  basis. 

2.  The  Committee  further  favors  provision  for  constructive  relief  from 
governmental  funds,  state  and  local,  on  a  fifty  fifty  basis,  relying  on 
private  philanthropy,  operating  through  duly  authorized  agencies  for 
the  blind,  to  supplement  such  activities  and  to  develop  new  fields  of  re- 
search and  opportunity. 

IV.  Administration  of  Relief: 

1.  Application  shall  be  made  to  the  properly  constituted  local  authorities 
who  shall  provide  for  any  eye  examination  of  applicant  by  a  competent 
eye  physician. 

2.  If  the  applicant  qualifies  under  the  definition  of  blindness,  as  given 
under  Section  II,  1-A,  the  properly  constituted  local  authorities  shall 
proceed  to  investigate  through  the  instrumentality  of  recognized  social 
case  workers,  who  shall  recorhmend  the  form  of  relief  to  be  given. 

3.  The  properly  constituted  state  authorities  shall  promulgate  standards 
for  the  administration  of  relief,  and  hear  and  pass  upon  appeals  from 
the  decisions  of  the  local  authorities. 

4.  This  relief  should  be  available  to  those  who  cooperate  fully  with  the 
recommendations  of  the  social  worker  experienced  in  work  for  the  blind, 
and  failure  on  their  part  to  do  so  may  be  deemed  just  cause  for  with- 
holding or  curtailing  the  relief. 

5.  Prompt  investigation  of  applicants  and  action  upon  recommendations 
must  be  regarded  as  of  the  utmost  importance. 
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PENNSYLVANIA  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  INC. 
Consolidated  Statement — Income  and  Expense 
Periods  June  1,  1929  to  May  31,  1930;  June  1,  1930  to  May  31,  1931 
CONSOLIDATED  STATEMENT— INCOME  AND  EXPENSE 

June  1,  1929  June  1,  1930 

to  to 

INCOME  May  31,  1930  May  31,  1931 

Sales $178,880.36  $177,343.91 

Local  City  Aid  and  Welfare 99,540.45  123,582.89 

Gifts  and  Contributions 2,215.60  1,045.33 

Miscellaneous  Income 3,823.88  2,211.07 

Tuitions 2,082.93  3,254.97 


Sub  Totals $286,543.22         $307,438.17 

Receipts  from  Special  Funds 38,185.03  38,482.60 

State  Appropriation 15,000.00  15,000.00 


TOTAL  INCOME $339,728.25  $360,920.77 

EXPENSE 

Salaries,  Supervision  and  Clerical,  Blind $25,969.89  32,548.95 

Salaries,  Supervision  and  Clerical,  Sighted 17,020.57  20,651.63 

Wages,  Blind 100,348.97  111,111.02 

Wages,  Sighted 24,458.52  25,934.33 

Telephone  and  Telegraph 1,380.72  1,546.58 

Office  Supplies 4,729.12  4,543.65 

Purchases 105,219.09  120,071.08 

Shop  Supplies 2,344.28  3,051.07 

Bad  Accounts  and  Collections 711.81  1,195.81 

Prevention  and  Placement 1,194,57  2,623.76 

Education  and  Recreation 247.58  598.39 

Memberships  and  Dues 137.73  262.65 

Truck  and  Delivery  Expense 8,276.76  6,395.95 

Rent 5,539,00  6,981.83 

Social  Service  and  Aid 10,375.44  13,072.79 

Insurance 2,476.62  2,364.59 

Interest  on  Loans  and  Mortgages 1,696.31  2,640.00 

Fuel,  Light  and  Water 3,522.41  4,042.29 

Repairs  and  Renewals 706.76  10,250.28 

Travel  Expense 4,389.43  4,411.43 

Miscellaneous 4,753.18  5,013.27 

Sub  Totals $325,498.76  $379,311.35 

New  Equipment 4,123.74  5,188.36 

TOTAL  EXPENSE $329,622.50  $384,499.71 
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BUDDY    FORTUNATE  FIELDS 


"THE  SEEING  EYE" 


INCORPORATED 


The  school  in  the  United  States  for  the  instruction  of 
dogs  as  guides  for  the  blind 


Administrative  Headquarters 
NASHVILLE,  TENNESSEE 


Training  Headquarters 
MORRISTOWN,  NEW  JERSEY 


"Guide  Dogs  for  Independence' 


Brush  Handles 

and 

Wood  Turnings 


We  manufacture  a  com- 
plete line  of  Brush  Handles 
and  Wood  Turnings,  also 
Display  Fixtures,  Thermom- 
eter Backs,  Bread  Boards, 
Nut  Bowls,  Toy  Building 
Blocks,  etc. 

Write  for  prices,  and  cata- 
log showing  our  line. 


Holgate  Brothers  Co< 

Kane,  Pa. 


Theo-  J.  Ely 
Manufacturing  Co* 

Girard,  Pa. 


Manufacturers  of 

Hardware    and 

Woodenware 

SPECIALTIES 


Mop  Handles,  Brush  Holders, 

Automatic  Wringers  and 

Bucket  Combined,  etc. 
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PENNSYLVANIA  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  INC. 


Consolidated  Personnel  Sheet  of  the  Thirteen  Branches 

for 

QUARTER  ENDING  MAY  31,   1931 

Estimated 
Monetary 
Men        Women    Children     Total        Benefits 


1.  Estimated  Xo.  of  blind  people  in  the 
Thirteen  Branch  Areas 2,443 

2.  No.  of  blind  people  on  file? 2,385 


a.  No.  added  during  Quarter 

b.  No.  removed  by  death  or  otherwise 
during  Quarter 

No.  of  persons  served  directly*  during 
Quarter? 

a.  By  investigation 

b.  By  friendly  visits 

c.  By  gifts  of  money.  . 


90 


31 


1,825 

545 

4,813 

1,610 

457 

4,452 

53 

44 

187 

30 


65 


d.  By  gifts  of  food  and  clothing 143 

e.  Miscellaneous  gifts 


89 

63 

53 

205 

343 

322 

83 

748 

25 

26 

2 

53 

$2,346.04 

143 

77 

30 

250 

770.80 

30 

34 

64 

504.19 

TOTAL $3,621 .03 


indirectlv**   for 


No.  of  persons  served 
Quarter? 

a.  Through    County    Poor    Boards    or 
County  Commissioners 

b.  Through  Hospitals 

c.  Through  Civic  Organizations 

d.  Through  Service  Clubs 

e.  Through  Individuals 

f.  Miscellaneous  Gifts 


92 
17 
10 

22 

27 

190 


47 
14 

8 
11 
26 

6 


157 
35 
21 
35 
53 

196 


$2,906.96 
1,320.00 
423.00 
359.50 
222.80 
385.03 


TOTAL $5,617.29 


No.   of   blind   people   employed   during 
Quarter? 

a.  Under  training 

b.  In  factories 

c.  In  small  businesses 

d.  As  salesmen  of  blind-made  articles. 

e.  As  salesmen  of  other  lines 

f.  As  musicians  and  tuners 

g.  In  home  industries 

h.   In  workshop  proper 

i.    Miscellaneous 


13 
12 
84 
42 
11 
24 
14 
143 
21 


10 

3 

3 

5 

1 

2 

126 

17 

24 


24 
15 
87 
47 
12 
26 
140 
160 
45 


545.00 
2,283.20 
9,924.00 
3,965.63 

887.00 

2,414.00 

3,842.79 

25,347.49 

944.50 


TOTAL S50.153.61 


Cases  of  eye  trouble  on  file? 

a.  No.  cases  added  during  Quarter 

b.  No.  eye  cases  removed  through  cure 
or  otherwise  this  Quarter 

No.  of  individuals  probably  saved  from 

total  blindness  this  Quarter? 

No.  given  eye  glasses,  artificial  eyes,  etc. . 


299 
29 

13 

12 

12 


344 

22 

21 

15 
20 


1,408 
118 

74 

69 
56 


2,051 
169 

108 


96 

88  639 . 65 


GRAND  TOTAL  OF  MONETARY  BENEFITS $60,031.58 

Notes — 

*By  "Direct  Service"  is  meant  service  rendered  in  person  by  the  duly  authorized  officers 
of  the  particular  Branch  of  the  Association. 

**By  "Indirect  Service"  is  meant  service  rendered  by  other  agencies  or  persons,  but  insti- 
gated or  inspired  by  duly  authorized  officers  of  the  Association. 
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for  the  blind  in  Pennsylvania  have  been  second 
to  none. 
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WHAT  THE  SEER  SEES 

At  the  Sixth  Annual  Conference  of  the  Association,  October  5  and  6, 
not  only  The  Seer,  but  all  those  present,  witnessed  a  definite  growth  to- 
ward better  methods  and  a  greater  group  consciousness  on  the  part  alike  of 
Trustees,  Directors,  and  Staff  Workers  throughout  the  entire  Association. 
Difficult  as  the  times  are,  twelve  out  of  thirteen  Branches  were  well  repre- 
sented, and  the  discussions  were  enthusiastically  participated  in,  to  the 
edification  and  profit  of  all.  The  banquet  held  in  the  building  of  the  Civic 
Club  of  Harrisburg,  delightfully  located  on  the  banks  of  the  Susquehanna 
River,  was  participated  in  by  sixty-one  Conference  members  and  friends. 
Our  Honorary  President,  Mrs.  Moses  Ruslander,  presided  most  acceptably 
and  the  address  of  the  evening  was  delivered  by  Mr.  Lewis  H.  Carris, 
Managing  Director  of  the  National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness. 

The  Seer  beholds  with  gratification,  the  establishment  of  the  Butler 
County  Branch,  October  5,  1931,  making  the  present  Branches,  fourteen  in 
number.  (See  page  2).  Our  hearty  welcome  is  extended  on  the  part  of 
Headquarters  and  all  Branches  to  this  latest  little  sister  and  we  assure  her 
of  our  readiness  to  render  any  assistance  possible  toward  her  growth  and 
development.  Out  greetings  are  also  extended  to  her  Supervisor,  Mr. 
Edward  C.  Plaisted,  who  graduated  in  June  1931,  at  the  Western  Pennsyl- 
vania School  for  the  Blind,  and  who  spent  the  summer  at  the  Association's 
Headquarters  preparing  himself  for  the  work,  which  his  local  Branch  is 
calling  upon  him  to  do. 

It  is  with  interest  that  The  Seer  notes  a  shifting  of  two  of  its  Supervisors, 
Messrs.  Earl  W.  Keller  and  Franics  S.  Graves,  in  a  manner  calculated  to 
benefit  them  personally,  as  well  as  to  forward  the  work  of  the  Association 
as  a  whole.  Mr.  Keller  has  been  called  to  the  Berks  County  Branch  to  assist 
in  the  work  there,  and  Mr.  Graves  has  been  elected  Supervisor,  in  Mr. 
Keller's  stead,  of  the  Lancaster  County  Branch.  At  the  present  writing,  it 
is  not  possible  to  report  the  successor  to  Mr.  Graves,  as  Supervisor  of  the 
Lackawanna  Branch. 

The  Seer  sees  a  definite  move  toward  purposeful  uniformity  in  the 
action  of  the  Association's  Board  of  Trustees  at  its  October  Meeting, 
suggesting  that  each  Branch  of  the  Association  in  listing  its  name  in  the 
local  telephone  directory  place  the  word  "Blind"  first,  and  use  the  following 
uniform  name: — 

BLIND,  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE 

In  the  appearance  of  the  first  Braille  edition  of  the  Outlook  for  the 
Blind,  The  Seer  envisions  the  dawning  of  a  new  day  for  the  blind  of  the 
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United  States  and  Canada.  It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  the  Superintendents 
of  Schools  for  the  Blind  and  the  executives  of  organizations,  having  to  do 
with  the  training  and  employment  of  blind  adults,  will  call  this  matter  to 
the  attention  of  their  blind  people.  Members  of  the  American  Foundation 
for  the  Blind  may  have  this  Braille  edition  instead  of  the  ink  print  edition, 
free  of  cost,  and  any  other  blind  person  may  have  it  at  the  small  cost  of 
forty  cents  per  annum. 

In  a  personal  and  unofficial  letter  from  Mr.  W.  M.  Stone,  Superintendent 
and  Headmaster  of  the  Craigmillar  School  for  the  Blind,  Edinburgh,  Scot- 
land, to  the  Editor  of  The  Seer,  Mr.  Stone,  who  is  a  seeing  man,  in  the 
following  excerpts  touches  upon  two  points  of  paramount  importance  to 
The  Seer,  namely,  greater  opportunity  for  blind  teachers  and  executives, 
and  the  realization  of  a  Uniform  Braille  throughout  the  English-speaking 
world : — 

"More  and  more  I  have  been  concentrating  on  the  immediate  work  I 
have  to  do  and  I  have  found  helping  blind  persons  individually  more  fruitful 
than  attending  meetings  and  conferences.  I  don't  know  that  my  work  has 
been  particularly  valuable,  but  I  am  proud  of  one  thing.  I  have  made  this 
really  a  School  for  the  Blind,  for  now  all  my  teachers  are  blind  teachers. 
Very  dreadful  some  people  will  think,  but  you  know  we  get  along  very  well 
and  nothing  untoward  happens." 

"Once  again,  the  question  of  Uniformity  of  Braille  has  been  re-opened 
and  this  time  I  think  we  shall  achieve  uniformity.  Indeed,  our  differences 
are  now  so  slight  as  not  greatly  to  matter." 

The  Editor,  upon  his  visit  to  Great  Britain  in  1914,  found  Mr  Stone 
among  those  most  opposed  to  any  change  in  Grade  Two,  and  he  regards  the 
latter's  change  of  attitude  most  hopeful  in  connection  with  the  negotiations 
now  under  way.  As  we  go  to  press,  the  American  Foundation's  Advisory 
Committee  on  Uniform  Type  is  scheduled  to  meet  Friday,  October  30,  to 
consider  communications  from  the  British  Committee  and  to  outline  in 
greater  detail  the  American  position  as  regards  the  basis  of  possible  uniformity. 


The  Executive  Secretary  extends  his  thanks  and  appreciation  to  all  those 
whose  cooperation  and  participation  made  the  Sixth  Annual  Conference 
such  a  marked  success. 

Especially  does  The  Seer  thank  the  Summarizers  for  their  promptness 
in  reporting  their  material  for  publication  in  this  issue. 


AS  OTHERS  SEE  US 

In  his  letter  of  August  17,  Mr.  Charles  B.  Hayes,  Field  Director  of  the 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  writes  us,  as  follows: 

"This  note  is  to  express  to  you  my  complete  appreciation  of  The  Seer. 
I  specially  found  splendid  copy  in  the  August  issue.  It  contains  matters 
helpful  to  new  organizations. 

"I  look  forward  to  reading  each  new  number  .  .  .  Your  work  is  growing 
in  large  proportions,  and  the  publication  of  The  Seer  is  a  definite  contri- 
bution." 


THK  SEER 


Ruth  A.  Quinan,  First  Vice-President  and  General  Manager  of  The 
San  Francisco  Association  for  the  Blind,  says: 

"We  desire  to  thank  you  for  your  courtesy  in  sending  to  this  office  the 
second  issue  of  The  Seer.  We  enjoyed  reading  this  pamphlet  very  much 
and  were  interested  in  its  contents. 

"Exchange  of  data  of  this  nature  will  bring  the  many  organizations 
working  for  the  blind  throughout  the  States  into  closer  contact,  resulting 
in  better  work  on  the  part  of  all  concerned. 

"May  we  extend  to  you  our  sincere  good  wishes  and  the  hope  that  your 
new  publication  will  continue  successfully." 
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MINUTES  OF  THE  SIXTH  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  OF  THE 

PENNSYLVANIA  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 

HARRISBURG,  PA.— OCTOBER  5  and  6,  1931 

In  the  absence  of  Mr.  Peter  Stipp,  of  Scranton,  who  was  to  have  repre- 
sented Col.  L.  A.  Watres,  the  Sixth  Annual  Conference  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Association  for  the  Blind  was  called  to  order  by  the  Executive  Secretary,  in 
the  Claster  Building,  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  at  9:00  A.M.,  Monday, 
October  5;  and  Mr.  C.  B.  Auel,  Chairman  of  the  State  Council  for  the  Blind, 
read  the  Rules  of  the  Conference.  The  address  of  welcome  was  made  by  Mr. 
Austin  N.  Miller,  Chairman  of  the  Dauphin  County  Branch  and  Mrs. 
Moses  Ruslander,  Honorary  President  of  the  Association  responded  in  her 
usual  gracious  manner.  At  this  point,  Mr.  Stipp  arrived  on  the  scene  and 
in  a  few  breezy  words  took  charge  of  the  Session. 

Mr.  S.  Mervyn  Sinclair,  Executive  Director  of  the  State  Council  for  the 
Blind  then  addressed  the  Conference  on  the  topic,  "Year's  Review  and 
Outlook  of  Work  for  the  Blind  in  Pennsylvania"*.  At  the  close  of  his  talk, 
he  presented  Mrs.  Liveright,  Secretary  of  the  State  Department  of  Welfare, 
who  made  a  few  gracious  and  encouraging  remarks,  emphasizing  her  gratifi- 
cation, because  of  the  Personnel  of  the  Conference,  consisting  of  Trustees, 
Directors  and  professional  workers.  The  Executive  Secretary  made  a  few 
pertinent  announcements,  bringing  the  first  Session  to  a  close. 

Mr.  Milton  Michaelis,  Chairman  of  the  Lancaster  County  Branch  then 
took  the  Chair  for  the  Session  on  "Prevention  of  Blindness  and  Conservation 
of  Vision"*.  As  the  Committee  named  to  report  on  this  topic  failed  to 
function,  the  Discussion  Leader,  Miss  Evelyn  M.  Carpenter,  of  the  State 
Council  for  the  Blind,  opened  the  subject  in  her  accustomed  forceful  and 
comprehensive  manner.  In  the  discussion  that  followed,  Mr.  Lewis  H. 
Carris,  Managing  Director  of  the  National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of 
Blindness  endorsed  Miss  Carpenter's  remarks,  and  in  accordance  with  his 
custom  added  a  few  valuable  ideas  of  his  own.  Among  others  participating 
in  the  three-minute  discussions  were  Mr.  Sinclair,  Mrs.  Ruslander  and  Dr. 
Richard  D.  McCaskey  of  the  Lancaster  County  Branch. 

In  the  absence  of  Col.  E.  V.  D.  Selden,  Chairman  of  the  Venango  County 
Branch,  the  Session  on  "Administrative  Problems"*  was  opened  by  Mr. 
V.  A.  Redfield,  a  Director  of  the  Venango  County  Branch.  The  report  of 
the  Committee  in  charge  of  this  subject,  Messrs.  Philip  N.  Harrison,  Bayard 
Hand,  and  George  C.  Burgwin,  was  presented  by  Mr.  Harrison  and  read  by 
Mrs.  Harrison.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  previous  Session  had  encroached 
upon  the  time  allowed  for  this  Session  and  to  the  further  fact  that  the  supple- 
mentary data  presented  in  connection  with  the  report  consumed  considerable 
time,  there  was  very  little  opportunity  for  discussions  from  the  floor.  The 
report,  however,  was  very  well  received  and  several  requests  were  made 
for  copies. 

After  everyone  was  regaled  by  luncheon  and  a  short  recreation,  Dr. 
Richard  D.  McCaskey,  in  the  absence  of  Hon.  Horace  W.  Schantz  of  the 
Lehigh  County  Branch,  opened  the  Session  on  "Publicity,  Solicitation  and 
Legislation"*;  and  in  the  absence  of  the  members  of  the  Committee,  Messrs. 
Frank  Wilbur  Main,  Daniel  N.  Slep  and  George  E.  Wolfe,  he  also  read  the 
report.  The  discussion  was  led  by  Mr.  Eugene  Morgret,  of  Pittsburgh,  and 
others  taking  part  were  Mrs.  Ruslander,  Miss  Annabel  Carter,  Miss  Georg- 
iana  E.  Trainor,  Messrs.  Nickeson,  Stipp,  Dunn  and  Michaelis. 
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In  the  absence  of  Mr.  John  A.  Emery,  a  Trustee  from  Pittsburgh,  Dr. 
O.  H.  Burritt,  Chairman  of  the  Philadelphia  Branch,  presided,  and  presented 
the  report  of  the  Committee,  consisting  of  himself,  Mr.  John  E.  Potter  and 
Mr.  John  T.  Howell  on  "A  Training  Center  in  Pennsylvania  for  the  Super- 
visors and  Department  Heads"*.  In  the  absence  of  the  Discussion  Leader, 
Mrs.  Liborio  Delfino,  a  Director  of  the  Philadelphia  Branch,  the  discussion 
was  thrown  open.  Among  those  taking  part  were  Mrs.  Ruslander,  Messrs. 
Harrison,  Hackenburg,  Davis  and  Nickeson.  The  report  was  very  favorably 
received  and  several  requests  were  made  for  copies  thereof. 

The  Sixth  Session  on  "How  May  the  Branch  Supervisors  and  Depart- 
ment Heads  be  of  Mutual  Assistance  in  the  Work"*  was  presided  over  by 
Mrs.  L.  J.  Johnson,  Supervisor  of  the  Dauphin  County  Branch  and  the 
discussion  was  led  by  Miss  Pearl  Grant,  Supervisor  of  the  Northampton 
County  Branch.  Simultaneously  with  this  Session,  the  semi-annual  meeting 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  was  held  in  the  offices  of  the  State  Council  for 
the  Blind. 

After  a  hurried  recess  of  one  hour  and  a  half,  members  of  the  Conference 
and  guests  assembled  at  the  Civic  Club  of  Harrisburg  at  6:30  P.M.  for  an 
informal  banquet.  Sixty-one  covers  were  laid  and  after  a  delicious  meal  had 
been  enjoyed,  Mr.  Lewis  H.  Carris  addressed  the  assemblage  on  the  topic, 
"Society's  Responsibility  for  Preventing  Blindness"*.  The  presentation  of 
his  subject  was  unusually  happy  and  forceful,  and  many  requests  have  been 
received  for  copies  of  his  paper.  In  the  absence  of  the  President  of  the 
Association,  Mr.  James  McA.  Duncan,  our  Honorary  President,  Mrs. 
Ruslander  presided  as  Toastmistress.  Two-minute  toasts  were  made  by 
Mrs.  David  Tracey  and  Mrs.  William  Jennings  of  the  Civic  Club  of  Harris- 
burg; by  Directors  present  from  the  several  Branches,  including  Mr.  Mat- 
thew A.  Dunn  of  Pittsburgh;  by  Mr.  S.  Mervyn  Sinclair;  and  by  the  Execu- 
tive Secretary,  Mr.  H.  R.  Latimer.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  banquet,  every- 
one enjoyed  a  fifteen  minutes  "Milling  Party",  which  gave  those  who  had 
not  previously  had  the  chance,  to  enjoy  a  few  words  of  greeting. 

After  a  good  night's  rest  the  program  was  resumed  at  9:00  A.M.,  Tues- 
day, October  6,  with  Mrs.  Lesley  McCreath,  a  Trustee  representing  the 
Dauphn  County  Branch,  in  the  Chair.  After  a  few  appropriate  remarks, 
which  captured  the  attention  of  her  audience,  she  called  upon  Mrs.  David 
T.  Jonas,  a  Trustee  from  Pittsburgh,  to  present  the  report  on  "Social  Wel- 
fare"*, prepared  by  the  Committee,  consisting  of  herself,  Mr.  Joseph  P.  Link 
and  Miss  Edith  Farr,  President  of  the  Pennsylvania  Industrial  Home  for 
Blind  Women,  Philadelphia.  The  discussion  was  led  by  Hon.  Matthew  A. 
Dunn,  and  among  those  participating  were  Messrs.  Oscar  Gibson,  Charles 
Palmer,  Philip  N.  Harrison  and  Mrs.  Ruslander.  The  Committee's  report 
was  well  received  and,  like  previous  papers,  led  to  several  requests  for  copies. 

In  the  absence  of  Mr.  William  Frew,  a  Trustee  from  Pittsburgh,  Mr. 
Philip  N.  Harrison  presided  over  the  Session  on  "Placement;  Professional, 
Commercial  and  Industrial"*,  and  the  report  of  the  Committee,  consisting 
of  Messrs.  Guy  H.  Nickeson,  Harry  Auen  and  G.  Ernest  Ward,  was  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Nickeson.  In  the  absence  of  Mr.  Liborio  Delfino,  a  Director 
of  the  Philadelphia  Branch,  Dr.  O.  H.  Burritt  led  the  discussion.  Among 
those  participating  were  Messrs.  Auen  and  Ward,  the  former  emphasizing 
the  raising  of  guinea  pigs  as  a  pursuit  for  blind  people  and  the  latter  sug- 
gesting the  possibility  of  employing  blind  people  in  pork-packing  establish- 
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merits  High  tribute  was  paid  the  Committee  for  the  very  practical  character 
of  its  report. 

The  Session  on  "Homework"*  was  presided  over  by  Mrs.  Thomas  H. 
Hartswick,  formerly  Miss  Marion  Howard  King,  of  the  State  Council  for 
the  Blind.  After  a  few  appropriate  remarks,  Mrs.  Hartswick  introduced 
Miss  Elizabeth  Hutchinson,  who  has  succeeded  her  as  Supervisor  of  Home 
Industries.  The  report  of  the  Committee,  consisting  of  Miss  Ruth  F.  Sargent, 
Miss  Elizabeth  V.  Regester  and  Miss  Elizabeth  O'Dwyer,  was  presented  by 
Miss  Sargent.  The  report  provoked  much  favorable  comment.  In  the  ab- 
sence of  Mrs.  C.  C.  Taylor,  Committee  on  Education,  Department  for  the 
Blind,  State  Federation  of  Pennsylvania  Women,  Miss  Elizabeth  Regester 
of  Pittsburgh,  opened  the  discussion  by  reading  a  short  paper  prepared  for 
the  purpose  by  Mrs.  Taylor.  In  the  subsequent  discussion,  the  remuneration 
paid  homeworkers  was  somewhat  emphasized  and  Mrs.  Hartswick  made  it 
clear  that  such  remuneration,  even  in  the  case  of  seeing  people  working  in 
their  own  homes,  was  not  intended  to  amount  to  a  "living  wage". 

The  Session  on  "Shop  Work"*,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Robert  T.  Paessler, 
a  Trustee  from  Wilkes-Barre,  was  presided  over  by  Mrs.  David  T.  Jonas. 
The  report  of  the  Committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Harry  L.  Glickson, 
Francis  S.  Graves  and  John  H.  Meader,  was  presented  by  Mr.  Glickson. 
The  discussion  was  led  by  Mrs.  L.  J.  Johnson;  and  among  others  taking  part 
were  Mr.  Matthew  A.  Dunn,  Mrs.  Arline  Garber  and  Mr.  George  Hacken- 
burg.  Emphasis  was  laid  upon  the  great  need  of  finding  new  lines  of  employ- 
ment for  blind  people,  and  the  impropriety  and  unfairness  of  blind  people 
employed  in  subsidized  shops  soliciting  similar  work  at  reduced  rates  to  be 
done  in  their  homes,  was  strongly  stressed. 

Mr.  Gilbert  I.  Lyons,  a  Director  of  the  Lancaster  County  Branch, 
presided  at  the  Session  on  "Salesmanship"*,  introducing,  after  a  few  ap- 
propriate remarks  of  his  own,  Miss  Georgiana  E.  Trainor,  Supervisor  of 
the  Venango  County  Branch,  who,  together  with  Mr.  James  W.  Rickey,  of 
Pittsburgh  and  Miss  Adelaide  Sullivan  of  Beaver  Falls,  constituted  the 
Committee  on  "Salesmanship".  The  discussion  was  led  by  Mr.  Earl  W. 
Keller,  Supervisor  of  the  Lancaster  County  Branch,  and  was  participated  in, 
perhaps  more  generally  than  any  other  discussion  during  the  Conference, 
and  focused  on  the  advisability  of  a  Cooperative  Plan  for  the  development  of 
a  State-wide  organization  for  the  sale  of  blind-made  goods. 

The  twelfth  and  last  Session  of  the  Conference,  consisting  of  five-minute 
summaries  of  the  work  of  the  preceding  eleven  Sessions,  was  presided  over 
by  Dr.  O.  H.  Burritt,  followed  by  Mr.  Harry  B.  Davis,  Chairman  of  the 
Berks  County  Branch.  The  following  are  the  summaries,  which  carry  the 
substance  and  recommendations  of  this  Sixth  Annual  Conference  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind,  after  which  the  Conference  ad- 
journed:— 

YEAR'S  REVIEW  AND  OUTLOOK  FOR  THE  BLIND 

IN  PENNSYLVANIA 

By  C.  B.  Auel 

In  giving  you  a  summarization  of  Mr.  Sinclair's  talk  on  the  "Year's 
Review  and  Outlook  of  Work  for  the  Blind  in  Pennsylvania",  may  I  say  he 
spoke  most  hopefully.  He  has  been  in  close  touch  with  the  various  agencies 
and  their  heads  throughout  the  State  so  that  his  opinions  and  views  are 
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thus  even  more  than  usually  encouraging,  representing  no  doubt  a  composite 
of  the  opinions  and  views  of  all  those  with  whom  he  has  consulted. 

He  is  optimistic  not  only  because  of  the  work  actually  accomplished,  but 
because  of  what  the  future  seems  to  hold  as  well. 

The  depression  of  the  past  two  years  has  of  necessity  made  everything 
more  difficult  than  usual,  so  that  even  staying  stationary  might  be  con- 
sidered progress. 

Notwithstanding  conditions,  however,  much  has  been  done.  Many  blind 
have  been  taken  off  the  streets  and  provided  with  jobs.  Increased  financial 
assistance  has  been  granted  by  the  Legislature  to  carry  on  certain  phases 
of  the  work;  new  work  has  been  started  and  previous  work  enlarged  upon. 

It  is  almost  needless  to  say  that  only  the  finest  kind  of  cooperation  on 
the  part  of  all  the  agencies  concerned,  both  public  and  private,  has  made  this 
possible  and  as  a  corollary  to  this  the  risk  of  duplication  of  effort  has  in  like 
proportion  diminished. 

Another  item  of  no  small  importance,  which  he  likewise  mentioned,  was 
the  gradual  wiping  out  of  the  feeling  heretofore  largely  existent,  that  no  one 
but  the  blind  can  know  their  problems,  which  feeling  has  kept  others  at 
times  from  rendering  assistance.  As  an  instance,  he  cited  one  of  the  schools 
teaching  occupational  therapy  now  taking  on  a  number  of  blind  pupils. 

Continuing,  he  said  a  committee  appointed  two  years  ago  by  the  Public 
Charities  Association  to  develop  a  program  for  visually  handicapped  children 
has  recently  completed  its  work  and  its  program  was  accepted  last  December 
by  the  State-wide  Committee  on  Child  Welfare.  Since  then,  the  initial  steps 
have  in  fact  been  taken  towards  putting  into  practice  all  but  one  of  these 
recommendations — the  one  omitted  being  an  enrichment  of  the  present 
curricula  of  the  two  schools  for  the  blind. 

He  further  stated  marked  advance  had  been  made  in  the  prevention  of 
blindness  among  the  very  young  as  shown  by  the  decrease  in  ophthalmia 
neonatorum  or  babies'  sore  eyes.  In  this  work,  too  much  credit  cannot  be 
given  to  the  State  Department  of  Health,  which  has  issued  letters  to  phy- 
sicians, midwives  and  hospitals  bearing  on  the  subjects.  Additionally, 
sight-saving  classes  are  getting  under  way. 

Much,  he  stated,  has  also  been  done  to  improve  and  push  forward  the 
standard  for  testing  the  eyes  of  young  children,  and  once  seen,  the  method 
will  speak  for  itself.  It  should  be  said  that  this  new  method,  which  the  State 
Council  is  advocating,  is  due  to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  B.  Franklin  Royer,  Dr.  Royer 
being  Medical  Director  of  the  National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of 
Blindness. 

The  magnitude  of  a  problem  must  be  known  in  order  to  cope  with  it 
successfully  and  the  size  of  Pennsylvania's  problem  can  now  be  estimated 
with  a  close  degree  of  accuracy.  A  census  started  two  years  or  more  ago  by 
the  State  Council  has  covered  about  sixty  percent  of  the  population  of  the 
State  and  shows  approximately  5,782  blind  or  9,635  for  the  State,  being 
almost  twice  the  figures  of  the  United  States  Census,  which,  as  stated  in 
the  September  issue  of  the  Outlook  for  the  Blind,  were  altogether  too  low. 

In  closing,  Mr.  Sinclair  said  that  at  last  years'  Conference,  he  emphasized 
"hard  work"  as  being  needed  to  make  headway  and  this  year  he  would  add 
to  this  "courage".  He  further  reminded  us  that  we  are  no'longer  proceeding 
unaided,  but  that  stronger  support  than  ever  is  being  accorded  us  by  other 
agencies,   included  among  which,   are  the  State   Departments  of  Health, 
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Public  Instruction,  Labor  and  Industry,  Service  Clubs,  Social  Agencies  and 
other  public  and  private  organizations. 

Under  these  circumstances,  he  felt  the  statement  made  by  him  at  the 
beginning  of  his  talk  to  be  well  justified,  namely,  that  the  future  was  bright 
with  promise. 

PREVENTION   OF  BLINDNESS   AND   CONSERVATION   OF  VISION 

By  Harry  B.  Davis 

The  approach  to  this  topic  seems  to  be  over  the  common  ground  that  in 
social  health  work  we  treat  first  the  effect  and  then  the  cause. 

In  the  past  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind  has  been  primarily 
the  effect-treating  agency.  The  desire  has  been  expressed  that  we  now  attack 
the  cause  more  aggressively. 

In  the  facts  and  opinions  presented  there  seemed  to  be  general  unanimity 
on  these  points: — 

a.  That  the  field  of  prevention  has  no  regular  defined  or  circumscribed 
limits. 

b.  That  desease  and  accident  are  the  general  causes  of  blindness. 

c.  That  any  improvement  in  the  general  health  and  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity shows  a  similar  improvement  in  sight  conservation. 

d.  That,  because  of  this,  all  agencies  for  these  purposes  have  a  definite 
place  in  the  program  of  prevention  of  blindness. 

e.  That  the  need  then,  is  someone  trained  to  work  with  every  agency  for 
the  purpose  of  correlating  their  efforts  and  pointing  the  way  for  them 
in  their  respective  fields. 

Specifically,  the  prime  needs  of  a  prevention  and  conservation  program 
in  light  of  the  discussion,  are  as  follows: 

1.  An  agency  for  education 

2.  An  agency  for  direction  of  thought 

3.  An  agency  for  trained  executive  action 

It  would  seem  that  in  agencies  for  thought  direction  and  education  that 
our  Branch  activities  would  find  their  proper  place,  and  that  the  agency  for 
the  trained  executive  action,  would  be  the  trained  worker  in  the  group  to 
which  the  problem  specifically  relates. 

To  explain  this  further,  two  pieces  of  prevention  work  most  often  referred 
to  in  the  discussion  were  the  war  on  "Babies'  Sore  Eyes",  and  the  develop- 
ment of  "Sight-saving  Classes". 

For  the  work  that  has  been  accomplished  in  handling  the  cases  of 
"Babies'  Sore  Eyes",  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  was  complimented;  but 
with  the  compliments  came  the  warning  that  a  feeling  of  security  in  our 
accomplishments  in  this  field  would  prove  disastrous,  if  we  relaxed  our 
vigilance.  In  this  field  we  can  assume  the  agency  for  education  and  thought 
direction.  The  trained  executive  action  to  come  from  the  designated  state 
and  local  health  agencies. 

In  sight-saving  classes,  we  have  been  shown  to  be  most  backward.  It  is 
in  this  field  that  we  have  the  greatest  need  for  education  and  thought  direc- 
tion. If  a  community  can  be  provoked  to  inquire  the  need  of  sight-saving 
classes,  the  results  are  almost  certain  to  produce  one  or  several  classes. 
Here  again  is  a  specific  work  for  the  Branches.  They  can  be  the  agency  of 
education  and  direction  of  thought  that  can  provoke  such  an  inquiry  on  the 
part  of  citizens  of  various  communities.    The  actual  formation  of  the  class 
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should  be  performed  by  the  agency  for  trained  executive  action  which,  in 
this  case,  would  be  the  state  and  local  special  educational  agencies. 

A  summary  of  the  session  seems  to  recommend  to  the  Conference  that  the 
Branches  consider  as  their  major  responsibilities  in  the  program  of  Con- 
servation of  Vision  to  be: — 

1.  As  an  agency  for  the  education  of  the  public  in  the  prevention  of 
blindness  and  conservation  of  vision. 

2.  As  an  agency  for  direction  of  thought  in  our  respective  communities 
and  the  State  at  large  to  the  needs  of  the  several  communities  in  the 
prevention  and  conservation  field,  and  to  do  this  with  the  intent  to 
cause  them  to  inquire  into  their  deficiencies  and  create  the  desire  to 
correct  them. 

ADMINISTRATIVE  PROBLEMS 
By  Dr.  Richard  D.  McCaskey 

The  admirable  and  comprehensive  report  of  the  Committee  having  for 
its  keynote  "Cooperation"  was,  of  necessity,  limited  to  only  two  admini- 
strative problems.  The  Chairman  had  read  abstracts  from  letters  from  eleven 
of  the  thirteen  Association  Branches,  to  whom  he  had  applied  for  suggestions, 
which  in  his  judgment  furnished  the  ground  work  for  the  Committee's 
complete  report. 

No  fairer  summary  of  this  paper  can  be  given  than  that  with  which  it 
concludes.  This  is  especially  true  in  the  light  of  the  fact  that  there  was  no 
time  for  discussion,  which  the  subject  so  well  deserved.  We,  therefore, 
quote  directly: — 

"In  summarizing,  we  advocate  that  employment  of  blind  adults  be 
generalized  and  liberalized;  that  provision  be  made  for  an  ever-increasing 
number  of  blind  men  and  women;  that  blind  mendicancy  be  heartily  dis- 
couraged and  an  honorable-  substitute  livelihood  be  facilitated  by  the 
Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind;  and  that  no  stone  be  left  unturned 
to  provide  comfort  and  safety  in  their  period  of  declining  years  for  those 
who  have  served  long  and  wTell   in  the  face  of  insurmountable  handicaps. 

"To  our  minds  this  Conference  would  fail  lamentably  if  it  did  not  lay 
the  ground  work  for  continued  study  of  our  strength  and  frailties,  the 
interrelation  of  one  Branch  to  another,  and  the  constant  broadening  and 
raising  of  standards  in  our  equipment  and  personnel. 

"If  this  Committee's  Recommendations  are  adopted,  we  have  at  once 
set  for  ourselves  a  broader  field  of  activity  for  the  coming  twelve  months 
in  the  Association's  major  field  of  endeavor;  that  is,  employment  of  the 
adult  blind  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  most  humanitarian  ways  and  means 
of  accomplishing  this.  We,  therefore,  urge  most  emphatically  that  the 
proper  authorities  in  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind  wait  at 
once  upon  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  and  Municipal  Governments 
throughout  the  State  for  the  financial  assistance  with  which  to  carry  forth 
and  ultimately  to  realize  this  enlarged  and  unselfish  work.  In  closing,  we 
endorse  a  most  intimate  and  cordial  relationship  and  collaboration  between 
the  Pennsylvania  Council  for  the  Blind  and  the  Pennsylvania  Association 
for  the  Blind,  through  their  worthy  directors,  S.  Mervyn  Sinclair  and  H. 
Randolph  Latimer. 

"The  Chairman  wishes  to  express  his  appreciation  to  other  members  of 
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the  Committee  for  their  assistance,  while  the  entire  Committee  desires  to 
speak  its  genuine  thanks  to  all  Branch  Supervisors  and  others  for  their 
in val uable  cooperation . ' ' 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  in  conclusion  that  the  unanimous  endorsement 
of  the  Conference  was  given  to  this  report  and  its  accompanying  data. 

PUBLICITY,  SOLICITATION  AND  LEGISLATION 
By  Miss  Annabel  Carter 

In  the  Chairman's  paper,  the  outstanding  points  with  reference  to  Pub- 
licity were  the  value  of  printed  articles,  the  contribution  of  talks  before 
Service  Clubs  and  other  organizations,  and  the  medium  of  radio  in  making 
our  publicity  program  more  effective. 

In  connection  with  Solicitation,  stress  was  laid  on  the  fact  that  the  raising 
of  funds  should  not  be  done  in  too  mercenary  a  manner;  and  yet,  it  was 
pointed  out,  that  our  cause  should  always  be  presented  in  the  most  appealing 
way. 

The  Legislation  mentioned  in  the  paper  referred  to  the  reduction  in  our 
appropriation,  due  to  the  Governor's  veto.  The  paper  closed  with  a  hope 
that,  individually  and  collectively,  we  would  all  support  legislation  and  other 
helpful  movements  for  the  blind,  in  order  that  the  outlook  in  work  for  the 
blind  may  take  on  even  a  brighter  hue. 

The  Discussion  Leader  then  presented  a  few  minutes  talk  on  the  dif- 
ference between  Advertising  and  Publicity,  and  stated  the  aims  which  we 
would  like  to  reach  in  this  field — a  definite  program  of  state-wide  publicity, 
and  the  relation  of  a  local  program  of  publicity  to  a  state-wide  program. 
Two  other  types  of  Publicity  were  mentioned  from  the  floor: — The  pub- 
licity responsibility  of  every  employee  in  connection  with  an  organization, 
and  the  publicity  value  of  a  Board  of  Directors.  Examples  were  cited  of  the 
effective  results  which  radio  publicity  had  already  achieved  for  one  Branch, 
and  a  hope  was  expressed  by  the  Discussion  Leader  that  more  of  the  Branches 
would  make  an  effort  to  conduct  this  type  of  publicity. 

Miss  Trainor  gave  us  an  outline  of  her  success  for  the  raising  of  funds  by 
direct  individual  letters  of  solicitation. 

Mr.  Dunn  proposed,  in  connection  with  Legislation,  that  it  would  not 
be  so  difficult  to  secure  the  needed  appropriation  for  work  for  the  Blind  if 
some  way  could  be  devised  whereby  emalgamation  of  several  organizations 
for  the  blind  could  take  place.  This  was  discussed  from  the  floor  for  a  brief 
time.  Mr.  C.  B.  Auel  brought  up  the  subject  of  two  bills  presented  by  him 
to  the  last  Legislature,  for  opening  the  doors  of  industry  to  the  duly  reg- 
istered handicapped — making  the  State,  and  not  the  employers,  responsible 
or  liable  for  further  accident  which  might  be  incurred.  The  Conference  re- 
solved, as  a  body,  to  endorse  such  legislation  when  it  was  next  presented.  It 
was  further  resolved  that  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  by  the  Chairman 
of  the  Conference  to  see  that  every  member  of  the  Legislature  is  advised  of 
these  bills,  and  of  our  hearty  endorsement  and  support  of  them. 

Now,  a  few  remarks  on  Publicity  in  my  own  behalf.  Publicity  should  not 
be  regarded  as  an  end  in  itself.  If  properly  and  faithfully  done,  it  should  be 
an  aid  to  every  other  phase  of  our  work.  That  is  why  I  am  most  anxious  for 
the  formulation  of  a  definite  program  of  Publicity  for  the  coming  year, 
which  would  be  of  mutual  benefit  to  all  of  us.     I  believe  that  occasional 
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letters  on  this  subject  will  go  far  toward  keeping  Branch  Supervisors  and 
Department  Heads  in  touch  with  new  ideas  developed  by  other  Branches 
and  the  publicity  value  of  such  in  relation  to  their  part  in  a  state-wide  pro- 
gram. However,  I  think  that  the  most  effective  program  of  Publicity  could 
be  worked  out  by  an  interested  and  active  committee  of  from  three  to  five 
members.  In  this  system,  every  phase  of  publicity  would  receive  constant 
stimulation,  and  much  worthwhile  local  publicity  might  be  incorporated  in 
a  state-wide  program. 

Many  years  of  experience  of  other  organizations  has  shown  that  every 
dollar  expended  in  this  field  more  than  doubles  itself  in  returns.  I,  for  one, 
shall  never  be  satisfied  until  Advertising  and  Publicity  go  hand  in  hand 
toward  the  securing  of  a  wider  market  and  the  ultimate  establishment  of  a 
firmer  economic  basis  for  our  work. 

A    TRAINING    CENTER    IN    PENNSYLVANIA    FOR    SUPERVISORS 

AND  DEPARTMENT  HEADS 

By  George  Hackenburg 

The  Committee's  report  assumes,  from  the  Recommendations  of  the 
Fifth  Annual  Conference  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind, 
that  there  is  a  need  for  a  Training  Center  in  Pennsylvania  to  afford  those 
coming  into  the  work,  opportunities  for  proper  preparation,  and  oppor- 
tunities for  supplemental  training  for  the  present  workers. 

Certain  basic  principles  are  set  down  with  consideration  of  the  quali- 
fications which  are  needed  in  general  social  work,  at  present  and  for  the  future. 

Educational  qualifications  range  from  a  grammar  school  training  to 
college  courses  in  special  subjects.  The  keynote  for  all  seems  to  be  a  heart 
interest. 

The  point  is  brought  out, that  the  problems  confronting  a  worker  wTith 
adult  blind  persons,  are  the  same  as  the  problems  confronting  any  social 
worker,  intensified,  for  the  obvious  reason  that  the  individual  to  be  as- 
sisted is  handicapped. 

Few  of  the  present  workers  have  had  special  training  in  general  social 
work. 

A  passion  for  service  to  others  is  the  chief  quality  that  a  prospective 
worker  should  possess.   A  good  personality  is  equally  important. 

It  is  suggested  that  a  period  of  observation  after  four  years  of  high  school 
training,  would  allow  time  to  reach  a  reasonably  sure  conclusion  that  the 
desired  qualities  were  evident. 

The  report  gives  in  some  detail  the  requirements  in  a  few  of  the  higher 
schools  for  social  training.  Usually  the  courses  are  divided  between  class 
study  and  time  devoted  to  field  work.  The  conclusion  is  reached  that  our 
worker  with  the  adult  blind  needs  the  same  amount  of  training  that  any 
social  worker  requires,  with  additional  training  to  fit  him  for  his  special 
field.  As  an  ideal  to  work  toward,  seven  years  training  beyond  high  school 
is  suggested. 

It  is  noted  that  at  present,  the  salaries  paid  to  most  of  the  Supervisors 
are  equivalent  to  the  initial  salaries  paid  to  sighted  social  workers.  Ade- 
quate training  is  the  plea  for  those  without  sight.  Unfortunately,  in  many 
instances,  the  training  has  not  been  adequate. 


A.    E.    CRAIG 

CHARLESTON,  ILLINOIS 

Broom  Corn  Dealer 


In  Illinois  and  Western 
Broom  Corn  in  local 
and  car  load  lots. 


I  have  been  in  the  same  business  at  the  same 
old  stand  for  over  twenty-five  years 


Attention  1 1 1 
MR.  BROOM  MANUFACTURER 

We  Are  American  Headquarters  for 

CHINA  REEDS,  SPLIT  RATTAN  and  SPLIT  BAMBOO 

Complete  stocks  for  quick  delivery 

RICE  FIBRE  —  9",  14",  16",  18".  The  best  substitute  for  Broom  Corn  the 
world  produces.  No  waste,  no  sorting;  ready  to  hand  to  the  Winder.  A  pound 
goes  as  far  as  four  of  Corn.     Investigate  this  money  saver. 

BROOM  HANDLES  —  Direct  shipment  from  our  Oconto  Mills— Misses 
and  Parlors  Mill  Run  Hard  Rock  Maple.  Special  prices  on  carlots.  Send  for 
quotations  and  samples. 

For  shipment  from  our  Amsterdam  Warehouses — Misses,  Parlors,  Warehouse, 
Toys,  Brush  Rods,  Bamboo  Handles,  etc. 

WRITE  FOR  DETAILS  TODAY 

GEO.  H.  MAUS,  INC. 

AMSTERDAM.  N.  Y. 
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The  Recommendations  submitted  in  the  report  are  as  follows: — 

1.  That  the  Trustees  and  Executive  Secretary  of  the  Association  and  the 
officers  of  its  several  Branches  encourage  and  assist  in  every  legitimate 
way,  Supervisors  and  Department  Heads  to  improve  themselves  of 
existing  opportunities — such  as  courses  in  local  colleges,  university 
extension  and  correspondence  courses,  selected  with  a  view  to  their 
helpfulness  in  solving  the  specific  problems  they  are  constantly  meeting. 

2.  That  a  six  weeks  training  course  be  provided  as  soon  as  possible  and 
feasible.  It  is  suggested  that  this  course  can  probably  be  provided  best 
during  the  summer — why  not  in  1932? 

3.  That  the  course  provide  such  general  training  in  the  fundamental 
principles  of  social  service  as  can  be  secured  through  a  school  of  social 
service  of  recognized  standing,  and  through  specific  training  for  work  for 
the  blind,  with  particular  reference  to  the  problems  of  the  adult  blind. 

4.  That  the  management  of  one  of  our  schools  for  the  blind  and  of  the  local 
school  for  the  training  of  social  workers,  be  requested  to  place  their 
facilities  at  the  disposition  of  the  class. 

5.  That  the  officials  of  the  Association  and  of  its  Branches  grant  the  neces- 
sary leave  of  absence  from  regular  duties,  and  provide  the  cost  of  these 
courses,  with  the  possible  exceptance  of  maintenance. 

6.  That  the  Executive  Secretary  of  the  Association  appoint  a  Committee  of 
five,  of  which  he  shall  be  a  member  ex  officio,  to  formulate  plans  for  the 
suggested  course  of  training. 

7.  That  this  committee  establish  a  standard  of  training  and  experience  for 
Supervisors  and  Department  Heads,  which  shall  be  the  ultimate  re- 
quirement. It  is  suggested  that  sufficient  time — say  five  years — b>e  allow- 
ed to  complete  the  program  suggested. 

The  main  points  discussed  from  the  floor  of  the  Conference  were  as 
follows: 

1.  The  possibility  of  the  establishment  of  two  or  three  day  institutes, 
several  times  a  year.  This  was  suggested  since  it  might  be  difficult  to 
spare  the  Supervisors  longer. 

2.  The  thought  was  developed  that  training  requirements  in  Pennsylvania, 
which  has  one  kind  of  set-up,  would  not  be  the  same  in  another  State 
organized  on  a  different  basis. 

3.  The  general  opinion  seemed  to  be  that  experience  should  count  much,  not 
only  for  trained  social  workers  entering  work  for  the  blind,  but  also  for 
volunteer  workers  desiring  to  enter  the  field  professionally. 

4.  The  Chairman  made  clear  that  the  suggestion  in  the  report  of  seven  years 
training  beyond  high  school  was  an  ideal,  which  might  be  attempted  in 
the  future.  The  six  weeks  course  suggested  in  the  recommendations  of 
the  report,  was  looking  toward  getting  the  whole  idea  of  special  training 
started. 

HOW  MAY  BRANCH   SUPERVISORS  AND   DEPARTMENT    HEADS 

BE  OF  MUTUAL  ASSISTANCE  IN  THE  WORK? 

By  Miss  Ruth  F.  Sargent 

This  Conference  was  very  ably  conducted  by  Mrs.  Johnson,  who  with 
Miss  Grant,  the  Discussion  Leader,  kept  up  the  interest  even  though  the 
Supervisors  and  Department  Heads  were  rather  slow  starting  discussion. 


FIVE    YEARS 


have  passed  since  we  conceived  The  Idea 
that  has  given  gainful  occupation  to  many 
sightless  persons  during  this  time, 

5  Much  time  and  thought  has  been  given  this 
idea  until  today  it  is  fully  developed  into  a 
proven  source  of  income  to  hundreds  of  blind 
who  otherwise  have  been  totally  or  partially  de- 
pendent. 


OUR  METHOD 

Providing  the  sightless  with  a  business  of  their 
own  thru  the  sales  of  a  strictly  quality  line  of 
candy  bars  thru  the  best  developed  coin  con- 
trolled machines  on  the  market. 


IT  WILL  PAY 

Organizations  for  the  Blind  to  investigate  this 
method  of  providing  work  for  those  who  wish 
to  support  themselves. 


THE  CHICKY  MFG.  CO. 

GRAND  RAPIDS,  MICH. 
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Since  the  duties  of  the  Supervisor  include  so  many  phases  of  work  it  is 
difficult  for  any  one  person  to  be  proficient  in  every  capacity  and  the  ad- 
visability of  an  exchange  for  special  tasks  was  mentioned.  In  accordance 
with  this  fact,  it  was  announced  that  the  Pittsburgh  headquarters  are 
fostering  a  scheme  whereby  experienced  persons  will  be  loaned  to  any  Branch 
for  a  limited  period  of  time,  in  return  for  the  payment  of  half  of  that  persons 
expenses  by  the  Association. 

No  other  topics  were  discussed  at  length  but  several  shorter  announce- 
ments were  made.  In  order  to  help  drivers,  the  blind  men  of  Pittsburgh 
are  using  white  canes  so  that  there  will  be  less  chance  for  accidents.  Letters 
were  sent  to  the  Motor  Clubs  in  that  district  and  valuable  publicity  was 
secured  through  the  newspapers. 

Miss  Regester  announced  that  they  brought  with  them  for  distribution, 
samples  of  new  crash  available  at  lower  prices.  Miss  Fox  said  that  she 
brought  with  her  for  distribution,  samples  of  shaving  cream,  which  a  man 
in  Johnstown  would  be  glad  to  market  through  blind  salesmen  to  whom  he 
can  give  a  good  profit  on  the  tubes,  which  sell  for  twenty-five  cents. 

It  was  suggested  that  when  a  Branch  starts  manufacturing  a  new  article, 
announcement  of  that  fact  should  be  sent  to  the  other  Branches,  in  order  to 
provide  interchange  and  greater  variety  of  blind-made  goods  at  a  sale. 
That  led  to  a  report  of  an  idea  suggested  last  year  of  a  catalogue  of  all  goods 
made  in  the  State.  Some  progress  has  been  made  in  that  direction,  but  it  is 
now  known  that  a  total  of  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  different  articles  are 
made  by  the  Branches.  A  catalogue  of  all  these  to  be  useful  should  include 
more  than  the  name  and  price.  The  State  Council  for  the  Blind,  through 
Miss  Hutchinson,  offered  to  assist  in  this  task,  and  we  all  hope  that  this 
cataloguing  will  be  accomplished  this  year  with  its  attendant  standard- 
ization of  prices. 

SOCIETY'S  RESPONSIBILITY  FOR  PREVENTING  BLINDNESS 

By  Guy  H.  Nickeson 

(Summary  of  Banquet  address  by  Mr.  Lewis  H.  Carris,  Managing  Director, 
National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness) 

The  speaker  stated  many  facts  in  his  paper  which  emphasized  the  im- 
portance of  Prevention  of  Blindness  and  Conservation  of  Vision  in  con- 
nection with  our  work.  He  values  the  work  done  by  organizations  for  the 
blind  along  these  lines,  but  feels  that  the  major  part  of  the  job  of  preventing 
blindness  and  conserving  vision  must  be  done  by  welfare  organizations 
working  with  the  seeing  for  the  reduction  of  suffering  and  handicaps. 

There  are  three  primary  causes  of  blindness — heredity,  accident  and 
disease.  It  is  impossible  to  estimate  to  what  extent  heredity  effects  the 
situation,  but  it  is  known  that  some  blindness  is  transmitted  from  generation 
to  generation.  This  will  probably  continue  until  society  adopts  some  intel- 
ligent code  of  eugenics  to  prevent  to  some  degree  the  transmission  of  defects. 

The  application  of  safety  methods  in  modern  industry  have  decreased 
materially  the  number  of  cases  of  blindness  from  accident,  but  new  methods 
of  travel  and  new  machines  in  industry  continually  produce,  new  dangers, 
and  safety  methods  must  be  developed  more  rapidly  to  keep  pace  with  the 
development  of  the  machine  age  in  wrhich  we  are  living. 

Disease  has  always  been  responsible  for  a  large  percentage  of  blindness, 
but  owing  to  the  efforts  of  welfare  organizations  and  the  progress  of  medical 


SELF  SUPPORT  FOR 
THE  BLIND 


The  Serving  Machine  Company  of  New  York,  Inc., 
265  Canal  Street, 
New  York  City. 

Gentlemen  :-- ■ 

For  the  past  year  and  four  months  I  have  been  operating 
your  5c  machines  vending  Wilburmilk  Chocolate  and  Dairy  Maid 
Candy  Bars.  I  started  with  seven  machines  and  now  have  100. 
My  average  income  from  these  machines  for  the  past  six  months 
has  been,  and  is,  over  $50.00  per  week.  I  am  totally  blind  and 
work  on  foot. 

Yours  truly, 

Daniel  H.  Lentz. 

1103  Leopard  Street, 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

This  letter  is  authorized  and  the  contents  vouched  for  by 
Mr.  Liborio  Delfino,  Field  Officer  of  the  Pennsylvania  Institution 
for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,  who  was  instrumental  in  starting 
Mr.  Lentz  in  this  business. 

For  Further  Information  Address 

The  Serving  Machine  Company  of  New  York,  Inc. 
265  Canal  Street,  New  York  City 
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science,  cases  of  blindness  from  disease  have  been  materially  reduced. 
Ophthalmia  neonatorum  has  been  practically  eliminated,  as  well  as  smallpox. 
Both  of  these  diseases  caused  a  great  number  of  cases  of  blindness,  the  former 
among  babies  and  the  later  among  people  of  all  ages.  A  great  decrease  has 
been  made  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Trachoma,  which  is  still  prevalent  in 
some  parts  of  our  country  and  in  many  parts  of  the  world.  Venereal  diseases 
take  their  toll,  but  with  the  more  effective  treatment  of  the  disease  and 
better  health  measures  a  decrease  is  certain  to  follow. 

There  are  two  important  activities  to  be  considered  in  our  program  on 
the  Prevention  of  Blindness  and  Conservation  of  Vision.  The  first  is  the 
establishment  and  proper  conduct  of  more  eye  clinics  manned  by  ophthal- 
mologists, who  have  sympathy  and  skill  to  put  into  the  work.  The  second 
is  to  enlist  the  cooperation  of  welfare  organizations,  such  as  public  health 
nurses,  Red  Cross,  etc.,  to  cooperate  with  public  schools,  clinics  and  organ- 
izations for  the  blind  to  reduce  blindness  by  better  health  measures  and  by 
taking  proper  care  of  children  and  adults  with  defective  vision. 

If  all  of  this  is  done,  blindness  may  be  decreased  materially,  but  not 
entirely  eliminated,  because  of  the  vital  fact  that  all  of  these  health  measures 
automatically  tend  to  increase  the  number  of  people,  who  may  suffer 
partial  or  total  blindness.  This  is  true  from  the  fact  that  mortality  is  de- 
creased among  babies  and  children  and  that  people  reach  a  more  advanced 
age  at  which  time  they  may  suffer  blindness. 

SOCIAL  WELFARE 
By  Arthur  R.  Jordan 

Seven  of  our  Branch  Supervisors  report  that  more  cases  of  acute  need 
among  the  blind  have  received  help  from  the  local  Poor  Board  during  1931 
than  in  1930.  Three  Branches  report  more  help  from  other  public  sources 
during  this  year  than  last,  and  two  others  have  obtained  increased  con- 
tributions from  organized  private  philanthropy,  while  individual  donors 
in  three  districts  served  by  our  Branches  have  given  more  generously  of 
food,  clothing  and  other  necessities  to  the  blind  through  their  organizations 
this  year  than  in  1930. 

A  slight  decrease  in  the  number  of  blind  persons  in  the  County  Homes 
throughout  our  territory  is  also  an  encouraging  feature  to  be  noted.  Never- 
theless, despite  these  indications  of  increased  efforts  in  behalf  of  needy 
blind  persons,  as  shown  by  these  things,  all  but  two  of  our  Branches  report 
that  the  number  of  their  people  in  urgent  need  of  relief  is  greater  now  than 
it  was  one  year  ago.  As  the  resources  with  which  to  meet  this  increased 
need  are  little,  if  any,  greater,  the  relief  situation  of  our  Association  through- 
out our  whole  territory  is  now  cause  for  grave  concern. 

During  the  past  year  the  Pittsburgh  Branch  has  worked  out  the  follow- 
ing plan  for  providing  relief  through  economic  and  therapeutic  employment: 

In  addition  to  a  handicap  under  a  graduated  system,  which  it  has  given 
to  the  employees  of  the  Workshop,  who  are  unable  to  earn  sufficient  to 
maintain  themselves  upon  the  union  scale  of  wages,  an  additional  or  supple- 
mentary wage  is  now  granted.  The  latter  applies  in  cases  where  the  indi- 
vidual needs  are  exceptionally  great.  The  cost  of  maintenance  of  our  blind 
people  is  based  upon  the  "Minimum  Budget  for  the  Client  Family",  as 
laid  down  in  the  manual  published  by  the  Pittsburgh  Federation  of  Social 
Agencies  for  the  year  1931. 


FREE  BOOK  ON  HOOK  RUGS 

This  handsome  book  in  full  color  plates  gives  com- 
plete information  about  the  fascinating  art  of  making 
hook  rugs  for  pleasure  or  profit.  Tells  how  you  can 
reproduce  genuine  old  colonial  designs,  priceless 
oriental  patterns,  modernistic  and  novelty  effects  in 
wide  variety  of  color  blendings. 

You  can  now  make  hooked,  cross  stitch  or  crochet 
rugs  with  deeper,  softer  nap,  reversible,  equally  beauti- 
ful and  serviceable  on  both  sides,  at  a  fraction  of 
former  cost  by  using 

MAYSVILLE  RUG  FILLER 

Write  today  for  free  samples  in  14  lovely  shades,  com- 
plimentary copy  of  this  book,  price  list  of  rug  makers' 
supplies  and  information  as  to  where  to  buy  them. 
We  have  nothing  to  sell  you.     Send  no  money. 

JANUARY    &    WOOD    COMPANY 

ESTABLISHED  1851 

Dept.  H,  MAYSVILLE,  KENTUCKY 


BRUSH    MAKING 

One  of  the  Most  Profitable  and 
Easiest  Industries  for  the  Blind 

WE  ARE  PREPARED  TO  FURNISH 

HORSEHAIR,  FIBRE,  BRISTLES 

AND 

MIXTURES 

In  any  quality,  color  or  size  for  wire  twisted,  drawn  or  set 
work.  We  will  gladly  assist  in  any  way  possible  in  the  de* 
velopment  of  this  work. 

E.  B.  &  A.  C.  WHITING  CO. 

IMPORTERS       : :      MANUFACTURERS 

BURLINGTON,  VERMONT 
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Two  of  our  other  Branches  have  plans  under  way  for  revising  their  wage 
systems  along  similar  lines. 

Your  Committee  is  glad  to  say  that,  despite  the  great  shortage  of  funds 
for  recreational  purposes  this  year  and  owing  to  the  severity  of  the  economic 
depression,  three  Branches  have  yet  been  able  to  increase  the  recreational 
opportunities  for  the  blind  people  within  their  respective  districts.  Picnics, 
card  and  theatre  parties  have  been  some  of  the  forms  of  entertainment 
provided  by  our  Supervisors. 

Although  progress  has  been  made  in  providing  radio  sets  for  needy  blind 
persons,  much  still  needs  to  be  done  in  this  direction,  as  a  considerable 
number  of  them  are  still  without  any  kind  of  set. 

The  service  of  readers  for  groups  of  blind  persons  would  be  particularly 
appreciated  at  this  time,  when  so  many  other  forms  of  recreation  have  of 
necessity  been  abandoned,  because  of  the  expense  involved. 

The  following  Societies  have  aided  in  our  Welfare  Work  this  year: — 
Lions  International,  Women's  Clubs,  Church  Societies,  Rotarians,  Girls' 
Business  Clubs,  Boy  Scouts,  Girl  Scouts,  Campfire  Girls  and  the  Junior 
Red  Cross. 

The  discussion  which  followed  the  reading  of  this  report  was  led  by  the 
Honorable  Matthew  A.  Dunn.  He  began  his  remarks  with  a  high  tribute 
to  Mrs.  D.  T.  Jonas  in  the  name  of  every  blind  person  of  Pittsburgh,  re- 
gardless of  his  former  group  affiliations.  Mr.  Dunn  advised  that  the  workers 
for  the  blind  in  every  locality  should  present  to  their  City  Councilmen  or 
whatever  other  body  of  men  in  their  particular  localities  were  empowered 
to  make  appropriations,  a  full  and  complete  statement  of  the  collective 
needs  of  the  blind  people  of  the  community.  He  said  that  if  they  would  only 
act  in  unison  in  working  for  the  funds  required,  the  money  would  generally 
be  forthcoming.  In  this  statement  he  was  warmly  supported  by  Mr.  Latimer. 
Mr.  Dunn  added  that  the  Dauphin  County  Branch  was  continuing  the 
good  work  referred  to  by  the  report  on  Social  Welfare  to  our  Conference 
last  year.  Mr.  Philip  Harrison  stressed  the  importance  of  what  the  Pitts- 
burgh Branch  has  accomplished  in  unifying  the  blind  of  that  community, 
and  so  making  possible  the  inauguration  of  the  plan  for  providing  work  and  a 
living  wage  for  all  the  blind  of  that  City  to  which,  allusion  has  previously 
been  made.  Remarks  were  also  made  by  Messrs.  Oscar  Gibson,  Charles 
Palmer  and  Joseph  Link,  all  of  Pittsburgh. 

PLACEMENT;  PROFESSIONAL,   COMMERCIAL  AND   INDUSTRIAL 
By  Miss  Catherine  Dunsmore 

The  Committee's  recommendations  for  this  subject  are  certainly  points 
to  be  considered  in  future  work. 

INDUSTRIAL  PLACEMENT 

We  are  confident,  as  was  stated,  that  the  present  conditions  of  depression 
cannot  last  forever.  Industrial  placement  must  be  kept  before  us  and  ideas 
developed  which  will  stimulate  this  form  of  placement  when  business  revives. 

The  recommendations  are  as  follows : — 

1.  That  Supervisors  and  placement  agents  throughout  the  State  estab- 
lish and  maintain  relations  with  factory  managers,  with  a  view  of  learning 
what  we  can  about  new  methods  and  new  processes  and  to  keep  the  idea  of 
placement  of  blind  labor  before  these  men. 
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2.  That  the  Supervisors  and  placement  agents  endeavor  to  find  employ- 
ment for  partially-blind  girls  as  mothers'  helpers  or  domestics  in  institutions 
where  specific  work  is  assigned  to  each  girl. 

3.  That  a  test  he  made  of  the  practicability  of  finding  employment  for 
girls  to  take  care  of  children  of  various  families. 

COMMERCIAL  PLACEMENT 

1.  That  Supervisors  and  placement  agents  emphasize  the  importance  of 
securing  locations  for  factory  stands,  as  we  feel  that  this  is  the  most  practical 
type  of  business  for  the  blind  to  operate. 

2.  That  efforts  be  made  to  find  suitable  locations  for  newsstands  in 
public  squares,  public  buildings,  or  near  trolley  terminals  where  papers, 
magazines,  cigars  and  candy  may  be  sold  to  the  traveling  public,  and  where 
the  idea  of  furnishing  free  information  to  this  same  public  will  help  bring 
customers  to  the  stand. 

3.  That  suitable  locations  be  selected  for  the  establishment  of  road- 
stands  in  connection  with  gas  stations,  preferably  at  highway  intersections, 
and  that  this  idea  of  furnishing  information  to  the  traveling  public  be  made 
a  part  of  the  service. 

4.  That  supervisors  and  placement  agents  keep  in  touch  with  the  vending 
machine  business,  which  may  offer  new  possibilities  as  the  industry  is 
developed. 

5.  That  we  remember  the  plight  of  the  blind  people  residing  in  rural 
communities  and  strive  to  find  some  sort  of  small  businesses  which  may  prove 
profitable  and  practical  for  them. 

Regarding  ''Professional  Placement",  it  wTas  recommended  that  the 
members  of  this  Conference  discuss  the  question  of  securing  recognition 
for  professional  blind  people,  with  the  view  of  determining  wrhether  or  not 
the  preparation  provided  for  them  is  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  gain 
recognition  as  professional  people. 

It  was  recommended  further,  first,  that  Mr.  Auen  write  an  article  on  the 
guinea  pig  business  in  Altoona  to  be  sent  to  the  "Outlook  for  the  Blind",  for 
the  purpose  of  introducing  it  as  an  opportunity  for  other  blind  men;  and 
second,  that  Mr.  Ward's  thought  on  the  pork-packing  business  be  encouraged 
as  a  possible  opening  for  our  blind  people. 

The  approach  to  factory  employers  was  also  discussed  as  being  un- 
satisfactory. This,  in  my  mind,  is  simply  another  problem  for  furthering 
the  education  of  the  public  to  the  capabilities  of  normal  blind  people. 

HOMEWORK 
By  Miss  Helen  Fox 

The  following  excerpts  are  taken  from  the  reports  submitted  by  the 
Committee  on  Homework: — 

1.  To  have  all  articles  such  as  tea  towels,  ironing  board  covers  and 
dusters,  which  are  made  by  various  Branches,  uniform  in  size. 

2.  To  work  out  a  basic  schedule  of  the  amounts  to  be  paid  for  various 
articles  made  by  the  homeworkers. 

3.  To  work  out  a  cooperative  plan  with  all  the  Branches,  through  which 
we  may  exchange  ideas  and  establish  a  uniform  basis  of  work. 

4.  To  work  out  our  prices  in  such  a  way  that  they  will  not  exceed  the 
prices  of  similar  articles  in  department  stores. 
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5.  To  put  on  an  advertising  campaign  by  giving  talks  to  various  clubs 
and  interested  parties  for  the  purpose  of  placing  our  work  before  the  public. 

6.  To  have  all  our  articles  clean,  neatly  pressed  and  neatly  arranged 
before  conducting  a  sale. 

7.  To  be  sure  that  each  order  is  filled  exactly  as  it  is  taken. 

8.  To  take  every  precaution  in  filling  orders  promptly. 

9.  To  be  alert  always  and  ready  to  accept  any  more  ideas  that  may 
suggest  themselves  adaptable  to  blind  skill. 

The  following  thought  has  been  suggested  from  the  discussion: 

The  possibility  of  giving  the  men  the  same  form  of  homework  as  is  done 

by  the  women,  not  as  a  means  of  permanent  employment,  but  as  a  means  of 

inspiring  them  to  do  other  forms  of  work. 

SHOP  WORK 
By  Mrs.  A.  P.  Garber 

Briefly  summarizing  the  very  excellent  report  on  Shop  Work  presented 
by  Mr.  Harry  L.  Glickson,  of  Pittsburgh,  the  fundamental  principles  for 
the  establishment  of  a  workshop  for  the  blind  are: — - 

1.  Definite  need  and  selling  market  in  community  for  particular  articles 
to  be  manufactured. 

2.  Possibilities  for  obtaining  raw  materials  of  high  quality  at  lowest 
prices. 

3.  Obtaining  of  skilled  labor  as  far  as  possible  in  order  that  finished 
products  be  of  highest  standard. 

4.  Certain  amount  of  money  should  be  set  aside  for  improvements  and 
research. 

5.  Those  in  charge  should  have  a  thorough  understanding  of  raw  ma- 
terials used  and  products  manufactured. 

6.  Confidence  and  harmony  between  blind  workers  and  the  management. 
Pursuant  to  the  foregoing  points,  the  following  Recommendations  were 

made : — 

1.  Formation  of  industrial  research  committee. 

2.  Establishment  of  purchasing  committee. 

3.  Adoption  of  a  definite  uniform  policy,  which  shall  provide  a  livelihood 
for  individual  blind  persons,   irrespective  of  their  industrial   capabilities. 

4.  Provision  for  special  training  for  Supervisors. 

5.  To  adopt  the  system  of  bookkeeping,  so  as  to  keep  the  industrial 
department  separate  from  the  other  activities. 

6.  Establishment  of  a  goodwill  committee,  representative  of  all  interests 
to  promote  harmony  and  cooperation. 

The  points  presented  for  discussion  were: — 

1.  Effect  of  handicap  or  augmentation  of  wages  in  its  relation  to  actual 
earnings. 

2.  Stressing  of  quality  instead  of  quantity  production  by  blind  workers. 

3.  Procuring  appropriations  from  Borough,  City  or  County. 

4.  Effect  on  Branches  of  blind  workers  doing  work  in  their  own  homes 
similar  to  that  done  in  the  Workshop. 

It  wras  the  general  opinion  that  no  employee  should  accept  in  his  own 
home  the  kind  of  work  carried  on  in  the  Shop,  when  he  is  receiving  regular 
weekly  compensation  from  the  Association. 

5.  Research  Bureau. 
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The  discussion  on  this  point  brought  out  the  necessity  of  the  establish- 
ment of  a  research  bureau.  It  was  shown,  however,  in  the  final  analysis  that 
the  Supervisors  and  Department  Heads  would  eventually  be  most  potent 
in  finding  new  industries,  since  "necessity  is  the  mother  of  invention". 

SALESMANSHIP 
By  Eugene  Morgret 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Salesmanship  for  the  year  just  past, 
suggests  that  our  various  Branches  have  made  progress  along  definite  lines. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Salesmanship  states: — 

1.  That  the  majority  of  the  Branches  have  increased  their  sales  to 
school  boards  and  parochial  schools. 

2.  That  most  of  the  Branches  are  serving  the  majority  of  the  hospitals 
in  their  vicinity  with  at  least  a  part  of  their  requirements  for  brooms,  mops 
and  brushes. 

3.  The  Committee  expressed  the  opinion  that  this  growth  of  business 
with  school  boards  and  hospitals  was  brought  about  by  direct  mail  campaign 
from  the  headquarters  in  Pittsburgh,  followed  up  by  the  Branches  and  by 
the  conducting  of  an  exhibit  in  connection  with  the  Hospital  Conference 
last  spring. 

4.  The  development  of  sales  through  women's  clubs  and  church  organiz- 
tions.  This  development  was  due  largely  to  the  well  planned  work  of 
Mrs.  C.  C.  Taylor,  Chairman  of  the  work  for  the  blind  of  the  State  Federa- 
tion of  Women's  Clubs,  in  conjunction  with  direct  mail  advertising  and  other 
methods  used  by  various  Branches  in  reaching  these  organizations.  The 
total  sales  reported  by  nine  Branches  in  this  line  of  work  was  $10,158.36. 

5.  The  Committee's  report  stressed  the  need  of  a  Sales  Committee  for 
each  Branch.  Such  Committee  to  be  composed  of  Board  members  or  others 
interested  in  the  work  for  the  blind,  to  work  in  conjunction  with  the  Super- 
visor of  the  Branch.  The  report  brought  out  the  fact  that  the  four  Branches 
in  the  State  which  lead  in  sales  have  an  active  Committee  on  Sales. 

The  discussion  was  opened  by  the  presentation  of  a  plan  for  a  "Develop- 
ment Committee".  After  some  consideration  and  the  expression  of  various 
views  from  the  floor,  it  was  moved  and  seconded  that  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  draw  up  plans  for  sales  promotion  and  advertising,  which  in 
turn  will  be  presented  to  each  of  the  Branches  for  consideration. 

Some  discussion  was  carried  on  as  to  the  proper  methods  for  disposing 
of  overstock  and  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  majority  that  the  best  thing  to  do 
in  such  cases  is  job  off  the  overstock  of  goods  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

Another  point  of  discussion  was  that  of  careful  selection  of  new  articles 
to  be  made  and  it  was  the  general  opinion  that  it  is  best  to  try  each  article 
on  a  small  scale  before  producing  it  on  a  large  basis. 

The  Supervisor  of  the  Philadelphia  Branch  suggested  a  plan,  which  they 
have  worked  for  disposing  of  towels — one  person  sends  to  a  number  of  her 
friends  a  half  dozen  towels,  suggesting  that  each  one  of  these  friends  finds 
another  friend,  who  will  dispose  of  a  half  dozen  towels  in  the  same  way. 
This  method  is  good  and  if  followed  up  establishes  a  continuous  chain. 

Another  suggestion  was  that  of  offering  as  a  premium  some  useful  article 
in  connection  with  each  quantity  purchase  of  some  other  item  made  by  the 
blind. 
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In  general,  we  would  gather  from  the  discussion  on  Salesmanship  that 
an  organized  sales  department  is  the  vital  need  of  all  Branches  and  that  the 
Supervisors  are  anxious  to  have  a  more  definite  development  in  this  line  for 
their  respective  Branches  during  the  coming  year. 


*Note: — The  reports  and  papers  of  the  Conference  are  of  unusual  interest  and  arrangements 
have  been  made  by  which  copies  may  be  had  at  the  usual  minimum  cost.  A  Summary  of  each 
paper,  including  that  of  the  guest  speaker  appears  above.  The  individual  recommendations 
made  by  the  Conference  will  be  carried  out  from  time  to  time,  as  occasion  offers  and  as 
approved  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 


AN   ECHO   OF  THE  WORLD   CONFERENCE   ON   WORK  FOR   THE 

BLIND 

Under  date  of  May  7,  1931,  Mr.  Robert  B.  Irwin,  the  Executive-Director 
of  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  who  was  the  central  figure  in 
making  the  Work  Conference  a  success,  writes  as  follows  regarding  Pitts- 
burgh's part  in  that  event: — 

"In  behalf  of  the  Organizing  Committee  of  the  World  Conference,  and 
of  myself  personally,  may  I  thank  you  most  earnestly  for  your  splendid 
cooperation  in  this  tremendous  project.   **** 

"I  think  Pittsburgh  especially  can  be  gratified  with  the  impression  which 
it  made  upon  our  visitors.  It  has  been  referred  to  time  and  again  both  in 
conversations  and  committee  meetings,  and  will  be  one  of  the  choice  memor- 
ies of  our  friends  as  they  take  their  various  ways  to  the  four  corners  of 
the  earth. 

"During  the  past  few  days,  delegates  have  been  streaming  in  to  the 
Foundation  office  to  say  good-bye  and  to  express  their  appreciation  of  "the 
wonderful  American  hospitality".  They  have  also  been  most  enthusiastic 
regarding  the  benefits  they  have  derived  from  the  interchange  of  experiences, 
the  friendships  they  have  made,  and  the  new  plans  for  their  work  back 
home.  The  World  Council  on  the  Blind,  with  headquarters  in  Paris,  is  now 
an  assured  fact,  and  we  are  all  looking  forward  to  greater  cooperation  among 
workers  for  the  blind  throughout  the  world  than  has  been  possible  in 
the  past." 
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This  issue  is  dedicated  to  Mrs.  Mary  Dranga 
Campbell,  whose  knowledge  of,  and  service  in 
work  for  the  blind  are  so  well  known  at  home  and 
abroad  as  to  make  special  comment  here  un- 
necessary. 
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WHAT  THE  SEER  SEES 

As  we  go  to  press,  The  Seer  looks  back  over  three  months  of  unusual 
activity  in  several  of  our  Branches,  a  few  of  which  are  treated  at  some 
length  elsewhere  in  this  issue.  For  example,  late  in  October,  Wilkes-Barre 
put  on  some  excellent  educational  publicity  in  the  form  of  a  "Booster  Sales" 
Week,  and  Reading  held  a  Week  for  the  Blind,  promoted  by  the  American 
Foundation.  In  like  manner,  in  December,  Bethlehem  and  Harrisburg 
held  Weeks  for  the  Blind;  while  during  the  last  week  of  January,  1932. 
Scranton  and  Lancaster  conducted  similar  enterprises. 

Regarding  our  Supervisors,  The  Seer  beholds  a  different  picture  from 
that  which  existed  at  the  time  of  our  last  issue.  Mr.  Francis  S.  Graves  has 
moved  from  Scranton  to  Lancaster,  and  Earl  W.  Keller  has  accepted  the 
Associate  Supervisorship  of  the  Berks  County  Branch,  where  Mrs.  Earl  W. 
Keller,  formerly  Miss  Catherine  E.  Dunsmore,  still  holds  the  reins  as  Super- 
visor. The  vacancy  at  Scranton  has  not  yet  been  filled.  Changes  of  Super- 
visors and  Branch  addresses  will,  of  course,  be  found  on  Page  2  of  this  issue. 

We  note  with  satisfaction  that  our  President,  Mr.  James  McA.  Duncan, 
has  handed  down  his  appointments  of  the  nine  Standing  Committees, 
(See  page  8)  charged  with  the  important  business  of  making  concrete  and 
operative  the  recommendations  and  suggestions  of  our  Sixth  Annual  Con- 
ference, held  in  Harrisburg  last  October. 

The  Seer  sees  with  very  great  joy  the  prospect  of  more  satisfactory 
housing  of  the  Association's  Pittsburgh  Branch,  under  whose  roof  is  also 
housed  the  offices  of  the  Association's  administrative  headquarters.  The 
story  is  best  told  in  the  words  of  Mr.  Francis  A.  Keating,  Chairman  of  the 
Pittsburgh  Branch,  in  his  Annual  Message,  January  21,  1932,  as  follows: — 

"For  several  years  past,  the  necessity  for  more  commodious,  more 
sanitary  and  more  happily  located  quarters  for  the  joint  operation  of  the 
various  activities  of  our  Pittsburgh  Branch  has  been  borne  in  upon  all  of 
us  whose  responsibility  it  has  been  to  serve  our  local  blind  people.  Our 
Supervisor,  Mr.  H.  R.  Latimer,  aided  and  abetted  by  our  indefatigable 
Superintendent,  Mr.  Harry  L.  Glickson,  has  persisted  in  his  search  for  more 
suitable  premises  than  those  we  now  occupy.  Early  in  September  last, 
Porter  and  McDowell  brought  to  Mr.  Glickson's  attention  a  building  on  the 
northwest  corner  of  Craig  and  Filmore  Streets,  Pittsburgh,  which  in  the 
latter's  opinion  would  be  admirably  adapted  to  our  purposes.  Accordingly, 
Mr.   Glickson    brought  the  matter    to    Mr.   Latimer's   attention.    A  joint 
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meeting  of  the  Executive  Committees  of  the  Association  and  of  the  Pitts- 
burgh Branch  was  held  November  24  on  the  premises  of  the  Craig  Street 
Building,  and  a  special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Branch  was  called  to  act  upon  the  findings  of  the  joint  committee,  December 
4,  1931.  After  full  consideration  of  the  committee's  report,  the  matter  was 
referred  to  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Pittsburgh  Branch  with  power 
to  act,  subject  to  the  authorization  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Association;  said  authorization  being  necessary  because  the  title  to  our 
property  is  in  the  name  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind,  Inc. 
This  authority  was  granted  the  same  day,  and  under  the  joint  signatures 
of  the  two  Executive  Committees,  December  22,  option  was  taken  as  of 
March  1,  or  earlier,  for  an  exchange  of  properties.  At  this  writing  every- 
thing looks  favorable  to  the  early  occupancy  of  our  new  quarters  and 
everyone  who  has  seen  the  property  feels  that  we  are  acquiring  an  unusual 
building  most  admirably  adapted  to  our  purposes." 

For  those  unacquainted  with  Pittsburgh  geography,  it  should  be  men- 
tioned that  our  new  quarters  will  be  located  in  the  educational  and  civic 
center  of  Pittsburgh,  not  more  than  four  city  blocks  from  the  Cathedral  of 
Learning,  Western  Pennsylvania  School  for  the  Blind,  Carnegie  Library, 
Margaret  Morrison  School  of  Social  Service,  Mellon  Institute  of  Industrial 
Research,  St.  Paul's  Cathedral,  and  other  educational  and  religious  centers. 
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WHITE  CANES  FOR  THE  BLIND 

We  take  pleasure  in  publishing  the  following  letter  from  Mr.  S.  Mervyn 
Sinclair  to  Mr.  Auel: — 
Mr.  C.  B.  Auel 

Chairman,  State  Council  for  the  Blind. 
"My  dear  Mr.  Auel:— 

"I  have  been  told  that  the  Pittsburgh  Chapter  of  the  National  Safety 
Council,  has  recently  sponsored  the  use  of  white  canes  for  blind  persons  as  a 
means  of  safety  in  traffic. 

"Under  the  original  plan  for  the  use  of  these  canes,  it  was  proposed  that 
by  newspaper  and  other  publicity  the  community  in  which  they  were  to  be 
used  was  to  be  given  a  thorough  understanding  that  the  white  canes  were 
carried  only  by  blind  persons  and  that  the  carrying  of  the  cane  gave  the 
person  the  right  of  way  in  all  traffic. 

"In  other  words,  it  was  proposed  that  if  a  blind  person  carrying  such  a 
white  cane  reached  a  street  intersection  all  that  was  necessary  for  him  to  do 
was  to  hold  out  his  white  cane  and  step  briskly  off  the  curb,  all  traffic  would 
immediately  stop. 

"This  practice  I  consider  a  most  dangerous  one.  First  of  all,  because  the 
short  memory  of  the  public  makes  it  impossbile  for  even  the  best  planned 
and  executed  publicity  campaign  to  put  into  the  minds  of  all  of  the  public  a 
thorough  understanding  of  the  use  of  the  canes  and,  secondly,  because  such 
a  large  percentage  of  the  automobile  traffic  on  the  streets  of  any  of  our  cities 
is  made  up  of  out-of-town  cars. 

"It  is  a  fact  that  in  Paris,  France,  a  number  of  blind  persons  carrying  the 
protective  white  canes  were  killed  within  a  short  time  after  the  canes  were 
put  into  use.  The  result  was  a  City  Ordinance  prohibiting  any  use  of  the 
white  cane  as  a  protective  device. 

"After  consulting  a  number  of  persons,  I  believe  that  a  procedure  for  the 
use  of  these  canes  has  been  worked  out  which  is  entirely  satisfactory  and 
makes  them  a  real  asset  to  the  blind  person  carrying  them.  Under  this  plan, 
the  white  cane  is  carried  by  the  blind  person  and  when  used  in  an  ordinary 
walking  position  means  nothing  at  all. 

"When,  however,  the  blind  person  comes  to  a  street  intersection  or  washes 
assistance  in  the  middle  of  the  block,  he  reverses  the  position  of  the  cane, 
holding  it  so  that  the  tip  of  the  cane  is  thrown  above  the  shoulder  and  may 
be  seen  either  from  the  front  or  rear.  The  cane  in  this  position  indicates  to 
the  passer-by  that  the  blind  person  wishes  assistance.  It  may  be  that  he 
wishes  to  cross  the  street  or  it  may  be  that  he  wants  to  go  to  a  particular 
office  or  store  building  in  the  middle  of  the  block. 

"Using  the  cane  in  this  way  has  none  of  the  dangers  of  the  first  method 
and  really  gives  the  blind  person  what  he  wants;  some  way  of  signalling  to 
the  passer-by  that  he  needs  assistance. 

"I  am  passing  this  along  to  you  because  I  know  of  your  active  connection 
with  the  National  Safety  Council  and  am  going  to  ask  you  to  take  the  matter 
up  at  your  convenience  with  the  local  Chapter  in  order  that  they  may,  if 
they  see  fit,  change  their  present  proposal  in  the  use  of  white  canes  for  the 
blind. 

"I  am  sending  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  Mr.  Latimer  for  his  information. 

Faithfully  yours, 
S.  Mervyn  Sinclair, 
Executive  Director,  State  Council  for  the  Blind" 
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LIST  OF  STANDING  COMMITTEES  FOR  PUTTING  INTO 

PRACTICE  THE  SUGGESTIONS,  CONCLUSIONS  AND 

RECOMMENDATIONS  OF  THE  SIXTH  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 

OF  THE 
PENNSYLVANIA  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 

(The  references  below  are  to  the  "Minutes"  of  the  Sixth  Annual  Conference 
published  in  "THE  SEER"— November  1931) 


PREVENTION   OF  BLINDNESS  AND   CONSERVATION   OF  VISION 

(Pages  8  and  12) 


Dr.  A.  S.  Haines,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Etta  K.  Meyers,  R.  N. 
Miss  Edith  M.  Farr 
Mr.  Milton  Michaelis 
Miss  Georgiana  E.  Trainor 


Advisory- 
Miss  Evelyn  M.  Carpenter,  Super- 
visor,   Conservation    of    Vision, 
State  Council  for  the  Blind. 
Dr.  George  B.  Jobson,  Franklin 


SOCIAL  WELFARE 

(Pages  9  and  21) 


Mrs.  D.  T.  Jonas,  Chairman 

Mrs.  George  H.  Ashley 

Mrs.  Lee  Rosenthal 

Mr.  A.  R.  Jordan 

Mr.  Edward  C.  Plaisted 


Advisory 

Mrs.  Isabel  B.  Darragh,  Chief 
Social  Worker,  Pittsburgh  De- 
partment of  Welfare. 

Mr.  Sherman  C.  Kingsley,  Director 
Philadelphia  Welfare  Federation. 


PLACEMENT:  PROFESSIONAL,  COMMERCIAL  AND  INDUSTRIAL 

(Pages  9  and  23) 


Dr.  Charles  E.  Roth,  Chairman 
Mr.  L.  Delnno 
Mr.  G.  H.  Nickeson 
Mr.  J.  Harry  Auen 
Mr.  George  E.  Ward 


Advisory 

Mr.  Albert  Cowgill,  Principal  Boys' 
Department,  Pennsylvania  In- 
stitution for  the  Instruction  of 
the  Blind. 

Mr.  George  Hackenburg,  Field 
Representative,  State  Council 
for  the  Blind. 


HOME  INDUSTRIES 
(Pages  9,  10,  17  and  25) 


Miss  Ruth   F.  Sargent,   Chairman 

Miss  Elizabeth  Regester 

Miss  Helen  Fox 

Miss  Adelaide  Sullivan 

Miss  Pearl  Grant 


Advisory 

Miss  Elizabeth  Hutchinson,  Super- 
visor of  Industries,  State  Council 
for  the  Blind. 

Mrs.  C.  C.  Taylor,  Chairman, 
Division  for  the  Blind,  State 
Federation  of  Pennsylvania 
Women. 
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WORKSHOP  ACTIVITIES 
(Pages  10  and  27) 


Mr.  Harry  L.  Glickson,  Chairman 
Mr.  John  Meader 
Mrs.  Arline  P.  Garber 
Mr.  Francis  S.  Graves 
Mr.  Joseph  P.  Link 


State 


Advisory 

Mr.  C.  B.  Auel,  Chairman, 
Council  for  the  Blind. 

Mr.  J.  \Y.  W.  Hallock,  School  of 
Engineering,  University  of  Pitts- 
burgh. 


ADVERTISING  AND  SALES 
(Pages  10  and  29) 


Mr.  James  W.   Rickev,   Chairman 
Mr.  John  H.  Wilcox 
Mr.  Gilbert  Lyons 
Mrs.  Arline  P.  Garber 
Mr.  Eugene  Morgret 


Advisory 

Mr.    Allyn     Garber,     Director    of 

Advertising,     Pittsburgh     Press. 
Mr.  Theodore  Woodward,  Western 

Pennsylvania  School  for  the  Blind 


PUBLICITY, 

Mr.  Frank  Wilbur  Main, 
Mr.  Daniel  N.  Slep 
Miss  Annabel  Carter 
Mr.  R.  A.  Burlingame 
Mr.  Matthew  A.  Dunn 


SOLICITATION  AND   LEGISLATION 

(Pages  8  and  14) 

,  Chairman  Advisory 

Mr.  William  W.  Hague,  Mail  Ad 
Service,  Sales  Promotion,  Pitts- 
burgh. 

Mr.  S.  Mervyn  Sinclair,  Executive 
Director,  State  Council  for  the 
Blind. 


ADMINISTRATIVE  PROBLEMS 
(Pages  8  and  13) 


Mr.  Philip  N.  Harrison,  Chairman 
Mr.  George  C.  Burgwin 
Mr.  William  A.  Royston,  Jr. 
Mr.  V.  A.  Redfield 
Mr.  V.  C.  Oesterling 


Advisory 

Mr.  Hobart  B.  Ayers,  President, 
H.  K.  Porter  Company,  Pitts- 
burgh. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Hutchinson,  State 
Council  for  the  Blind. 


TRAINING    SCHOOL   FOR    SUPERVISORS    AND    DEPARTMENT 
HEADS  OF  THE  PENNSYLVANIA  ASSOCIATION  FOR 
THE  BLIND,  HOME  TEACHERS,  ETC. 

Advisory 

Mr.     S.     Mervvn 


Dr.  O.  H.   Burritt,   Chairman 
Mr.  Bradley  S.  Joice 
Mrs.  Catherine  D.  Keller 
Mrs.  L.  J.  Johnson 
Miss  Ruth  F.  Sargent 


State 


Sinclair, 
Council   for   the   Blind. 

Mrs.  Mary  C.  Burnett,  School  of 
Social  Service,  Carnegie  Insti- 
tute of  Technology,  Pittsburgh. 

Miss  Marion  Kohn,  Executive 
Director,  Orphans  Guardian 
Society. 

H.  R.  Latimer,  Executive  Secretary,  ex  officio  to  the  above  Standing 
Committees. 
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BEAVER  COUNTY  BRANCH 
By  Mr.  Harvey  R.  Leonard 

During  the  past  quarter  seven  new  cases  were  added  to  the  long  list 
already  on  hand,  to  be  taken  care  of  by  the  Beaver  County  Branch  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind.  Although  the  number  of  cases 
continues  to  grow  each  quarter,  we  find  our  sources  of  income  decreasing. 
In  many  cases,  this  means  that  someone  urgently  in  need  of  treatment  must 
wait  until  the  necessary  funds  are  available. 

Our  monthly  allowance  from  the  Community  Chest  was  discontinued 
last  October.  Along  with  this,  we  have  found  it  increasingly  difficult  to 
dispose  of  the  articles  made  in  our  Workshop. 

Our  objective  is  to  educate  the  public  to  the  fact  that  in  buying  blind- 
made  articles,  their  money  is  doing  triple  duty — it  supplies  us  with  the 
necessary  means  of  taking  care  of  the  new  cases  that  come  in;  it  keeps  our 
blind  people  profitably  employed,  thus  taking  their  minds  off  their  affliction; 
and,  it  allows  them  to  retain  their  self-respect,  because  of  the  fact  that  they 
are  paying  their  own  way.  Very  few  persons  wish  to  be  objects  of  charity 
and  our  blind  people  are  no  exception  to  the  rule. 

To  offset  this  note  of  pessimism,  we  wish  to  state  that  the  Women's 
Clubs  all  over  the  County  have  come  to  our  aid  most  nobly.  Talks  on  the 
work  being  done  in  Beaver  County  have  been  given  at  these  Club  meetings 
by  our  Supervisor,  Miss  Adelaide  Sullivan,  and  articles  made  by  the  blind 
were  on  display  and  sold. 

The  Beaver  Falls  Lions  Club  has  been  our  mainstay  since  our  inception. 
In  fact,  it  was  responsible  for  our  organization.  Not  only  has  it  supplied 
us  with  most  of  the  equipment  for  the  blind  workshop,  but  it  has  assisted 
us  financially  from  time  to  time. 

Some  of  the  new  activities  of  the  Branch  for  September,  October  and 
November  are  as  follows: — 

Beaver  Falls  boy  was  taken  to  Pittsburgh  and  operated  on  for  cataracts. 
The  operation  was  successful,  and  he  is  now  ready  for  glasses. 

New  Brighton  boy's  eyes  were  injured  through  burns  sustained  several 
years  ago.  He  was  treated  by  a  local  doctor  and  then  taken  to  Pittsburgh 
for  operation.    This  boy  is  getting  along  slowly,  but  nicely. 

Another  New  Brighton  boy,  who  is  two  and  one  half  years  old  had  his 
eye  removed  when  he  was  eight  months  old.  He  has  now  outgrown  his 
glass  eye  and  plans  are  made  to  get  him  a  new  one. 

A  New  Galilee  boy  had  a  piece  of  steel  removed  from  his  eye  several  years 
ago.  The  eye  kept  getting  worse  until  the  sight  was  gone.  An  examination 
was  made  in  Pittsburgh  and  the  eye  is  being  treated. 

Another  New  Galilee  boy  had  his  eyes  examined  and  was  fitted  with 
glasses. 

A  Rochester  man  had  his  eyes  examined,  medicine  was  prescribed,  and 
he  was  later  fitted  with  glasses. 

A  woman  from  Rochester  also  had  her  eyes  examined  and  fitted  with 
glasses. 

Another  woman  from  Rochester  was  taken  to  Pittsburgh  for  a  general 
examination,  and  at  present  is  under  the  care  of  a  physician. 

A  West  Mayfield  boy  had  the  end  of  a  bush  run  into  his  eye,  causing  a 
bad  cut.  He  was  taken  to  Pittsburgh,  where  he  is  now  being  treated,  and 
it  is  thought  that  his  sight  can  be  saved. 
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BERKS  COUNTY  BRANCH 
By  Mrs.  Catherine  D.  Keller 

During  the  past  quarter  the  activities  of  the  Berks  County  Branch  were 
marked  by  two  outstanding  events.  These  were  our  Reading  Fair  Exhibit 
and  Reading's  First  Educational  Week  for  the  Blind. 

In  September  an  interesting  exhibit  was  conducted  at  the  Reading  Fair. 
A  spacious  booth  wras  provided  for  us,  free  of  charge,  and  each  day  from  three 
to  four  home  workers  were  featured  in  the  exhibition  doing  various  types 
of  work. 

While  the  proceeds  from  our  sales  were  not  enormous,  the  public  interest 
which  we  received  far  exceeded  that  of  the  first  and  previous  year. 

Reading's  First  Educational  Week  for  the  Blind  was  conducted  during 
the  week  of  October  11  to  17,  with  headquarters  at  420  Penn  Street.  It  was 
organized  by  Mrs.  Gifford  through  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind, 
and  proved  an  immense  success,  both  in  arousing  public  and  permanent 
interest  and  in  the  promotion  of  work  for  the  blind  in  general. 

With  these  events,  we  have  realized  the  most  fruitful  three  months  since 
our  existence.  May  it  prove  the  beginning  of  a  greater  future  for  the  prog- 
ress and  success  of  our  work  in  this  community. 


Reading  Fair  Booth  Exhibit 
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BLAIR  COUNTY  BRANCH 

Cavy  Raising  a  Suitable  Business  for  Blind  People 
By  Mr.  J.  Harry  Auen 

How  to  find  employment  best  suited  to  each  individual  is  one  of  the 
most  important  problems  confronting  the  civilized  world.  This  is  an 
especially  difficult  problem  for  a  blind  person  to  solve,  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  margin  upon  which  we  have  to  work  is  very  narrow.  However,  there  are 
some  fields  of  industry  in  which  a  blind  person  can  take  a  very  active  part. 

One  kind  of  business  which  offers  great  opportunities  to  a  person  without 
sight,  is  that  of  raising  and  selling  cavies  for  medical  purposes  and  also  for 
pets.  There  are  several  reasons  why  this  is  true.  In  the  first  place,  this 
business  permits  the  owner  to  do  his  work  at  home  and  thus  the  problem  of 
getting  to  and  from  work  does  not  exist.  Every  person  knows  that  it  is 
most  convenient  to  establish  a  business  of  his  own,  providing  he  is  success- 
ful. This  convenience  may  be  particularly  realized  by  a  blind  person,  since 
he  would  not  be  confronted  with  the  problem  of  persuading  an  employer  to 
give  him  a  chance  to  make  good.  When  in  a  business  of  his  own,  his  success 
depends  entirely  upon  himself.  Another  reason  why  this  business  is  suitable 
to  a  blind  man  is  that  the  cavy,  better  known  as  the  guinea  pig,  is  raised  and 
marketed  without  many  complicating  problems  to  be  met.  If  the  hutches, 
wherein  the  cavies  are  kept,  are  properly  constructed,  a  person  without 
sight  can  feed  and  water  them,  and  clean  the  pens  very  easily.  The  young 
animals  require  no  special  attention  by  the  raiser,  except  taking  them  from 
the  breeding  pens  at  the  age  of  three  weeks.  Cavies  are  used  by  the  thou- 
sands every  month  by  medical  firms  and  thus  the  raiser  should  have  very 
little  difficulty  selling  them.  Also,  the  cost  of  feeding  these  animals  is  very 
low  in  proportion  to  the  price  which  may  be  obtained  for  them. 

Many  times  I  have  been  asked  the  following  question — "Does  a  blind 
person  require  the  help  of  a  sighted  person,  considering  everything  connected 
with  the  business  of  raising  cavies?"  In  answer  to  this,  I  would  say  that  in 
a  very  small  way  a  sightless  raiser  would  need  the  assistance  of  a  person  with 
sight.  For  example,  supposing  one  of  the  customers  of  this  raiser,  who  was 
purchasing  cavies  for  pets,  called  for  solid  colors,  which  is  often  the  case. 
Naturally  the  sightless  raiser  would  have  to  ask  a  person  who  could  see  to 
help  him  pick  out  the  colors.  There  may  also  be  a  few  other  small  problems, 
-which  would  require  the  assistance  of  a  sighted  person,  but  I  know  of  no 
business,  in  which  a  blind  person  is  engaged,  that  sighted  people  do  not  assist 
in  some  small  way.  Further,  if  the  raiser  expected  to  go  into  the  business  on 
a  large  scale,  he  would  have  to  have  help  whether  he  was  with  or  without 
sight. 

For  the  reasons  as  stated  above,  I  am  quite  sure  that  any  blind  person, 
having  sufficient  ground  to  put  up  a  building,  would  find  the  business  of 
raising  cavies  a  very  interesting  and  profitable  one. 
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CAMBRIA  COUNTY  BRANCH 

The  Improved  Braille  Pocket  Slate 

By  Mr.  Robert  Brown 

The  combined  Braille  and  Script  Pocket 
Slate  shown  in  the  accompanying  illustration, 
was  designed  to  minimize  errors  and  insure  a 
higher  degree  of  accuracy,  speed  and  conven- 
ience in  writing  braille  or  script. 

The  writer  found  it  necessary  to  braille 
carbon  copies  of  invoices  he  had  previously 
typed  in  order  to  keep  his  own  business  records. 
In  like  manner,  he  found  it  convenient  to  have 
the  title  of  braille  records  or  manuscripts, 
written  with  pencil  at  the  bottom  of  the  sheet. 
This  system  makes  it  possible  for  either  braille 
or  script  readers  to  file  or  look  up  records. 
Hence  the  grooved  line  for  writing  script  was 
included  in  the  invention. 

The  space  bar,  which  extends  the  entire 
length  of  and  just  above  the  row  of  braille  cells, 
is  operated  by  a  slight  downward  ringer  pressure, 
thus  spacing  the  paper  in  much  the  same  man- 
ner as  the  typewriter. 

The  device   is  provided  with  a  reverse  or 
back   spacer   and   by   turning  the   slate   over, 
characters  brailled  in  error  may  be  erased  (pressed  out)  on  the  solid  back- 
ground, one  line  above  the  row  of  braille  cells.    The  paper  may  then  be 
turned  back  and  the  characters  rebrailled. 

Interruptions  are  liable  to  result  in  errors  when  using  an  ordinary  braille 
slate,  but  that  possibility  is  eliminated  in  the  new  combined  writer. 

Directly  beneath  the  row  of  braille  cells  is  a  series  of  corresponding 
channels  wherein  the  characters  are  formed.  This  part  of  the  slate  is 
hinged,  so  that  it  may  be  turned  down  and  every  line  of  brailled  matter 
on  the  sheet  becomes  tangible.  Automatic  "stops"  with  which  the  upper 
edge  and  side  of  the  sheet  come  in  contact  when  being  inserted  makes 
it  easy  to  put  each  separate  sheet  in  the  slate  in  identical  positions  and 

thus  two  side  braill  • 
ing  may  be  accu- 
rately done. 

The  rollers,  which 
feed  the  paper, 
operate  only  on  the 
right  and  left  mar- 
gins of  the  sheet 
and  the  pressure  is 
released  or  tight- 
ened as  the  slate  is 
opened  or  closed. 


Robert  Brown 


Tucumcari,  New  Mexico.    Out  Where  The  West  Begins 
The  Hub  of  the  famous  South  Canadian  River  Valley. 

^5he  Home  of  Qheap  Broomcorn 

Fertile  Virgin  Land,  $5  to  $15  per  acre — Taxes  5^  to  15c  per  acre 

Low  Cost  Production 

Dwarf  equal  to  Elk  City,  Standard  equal  to  Lindsay. 


THE  LINS  BROOMCORN  CO 

P.  O.  BOX  1147 

TUCUMCARI,  NEW  MEXICO 

The  Sunshine  State 


BROOM  HANDLES     -     HICKORY  OR  BEECH 

First-class  quality,  kiln  dried.  Double  Sanded  with  our  patented  process 

SPECIAL  WHITE  ENAMELED  HICKORY  CANES 

Approved  by  leading  Organizations  for  the  Blind.  Equipped  with 
metal  tips,  Natural  Finish  Crook  Handles,  designed  especially  for  the 
Blind. 

STRONG      -      SAFE      -      DISTINCTIVE 

MOP  HANDLES,  TOY  BROOM  HANDLES, 
BRUSH  RODS 

and  miscellaneous  Handles  turned  to  order. 
Write  for  prices  and  samples. 

T.  W.  MINTON  6?  CO. 

INCORPORATED 

BARBOURVILLE,  KENTUCKY 
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One  may  close  his 
eyes  and  demonstrate 
the  fact  that  a  newly 
blinded  person  may 
begin  immediately  to 
utilize  this  device  as 
a  practical  guide  for 
pencil  writing.  The 
present  day  army  of 
blind  people  who  are 
uneducated  in  the 
braille  system  will  no 
doubt  welcome  this 
pocket  device  for 
script  writing  and  in  many  instances  this  will  lead  to  their  learning  the 
system  of  writing  for  which  the  invention  was  primarily  intended. 

The  slate  may  be  used  in  conjunction  with  the  cabinet,  also  shown  in 
the  illustration,  and  this  is  particularly  recommended  when  the  paper  is  to 
be  brailled  on  both  sides,  as  the  lid  of  the  cabinet  protects  the  brailled 
characters  on  the  upper  side  against  arm  pressure. 

A  slit  or  hole  is  provided  on  the  slate  where  the  paper  may  be  perfor- 
ated for  binding  purposes. 

Note: — The  patent  for  this  improved  Braille  device  is  held  by  the 
inventor,  Mr.  Robert  Brown.  Anyone  wishing  further  information  on  this 
invention  may  receive  it  by  getting  in  touch  with  Mr.  Brown,  whose  ad- 
dress is  239  Stonycreek  Street,  Johnstown,  Pa.,  or  the  Cambria  County 
Branch,  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind,  Old  General  Office  Build- 
ing, Johnstown,  Pa. 


DAUPHIN  COUNTY  BRANCH 

Harrisburg's  First  Educational  Week  for  the  Blind 
By  Mrs.  Mary  F.  Ryder,  General  Chairman 

Harrisburg's  First  Educational  Week  for  the  Blind  was  opened  with  a 
delightful  musical  program  held  in  the  State  Theatre  on  Sunday,  December 
13,  1931  at  3:30  P.  M. 

The  "Week"  was  held  under  the  auspices  of  the  Dauphin  County  Branch 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind,  of  which  Mrs.  L.  J.  Johnson 
is  the  Supervisor. 

The  Association  in  promoting  this  "Week",  cooperated  with  the  State 
Council  for  the  Blind,  Harrisburg's  Lions  Club,  Committee  on  work  for  the 
Blind  of  the  Catholic  Women's  Club,  Committee  on  work  for  the  Blind  of 
the  Sisterhood  of  Ohev  Sholom,  Mission  for  the  Blind  of  the  Lutheran 
Ministerial,  Roberta  Disbrow  Lloyd  Sunshine  Society,  and  the  Volunteer 
Braille  Transcribing  Department  of  the  Harrisburg  Chapter  of  the  American 
Red  Cross.  It  was  organized  through  the  courtesy  of  the  American  Founda- 
tion for  the  Blind,  who  sent  to  us  on  November  16,  without  any  cost  to  the 
local  Association,  their  Field  Director,  Mr.  Charles  B.  Hayes,  who  organized 
and  prepared  the  many  details  necessary  for  such  an  undertaking.     It  was 


A.  E.  CRAIG 

CHARLESTON,  ILLINOIS 

Broom  Corn  Dealer 

In  Illinois  and  Western 
Broom  Corn  in  local 
and  car  load  lots. 


I  have  been  in  the  same  business  at  the  same 
old  stand  for  over  twentyfive  years 


AMERICAN  HEADQUARTERS 

FOR 

CHINA  REEDS,  SPLIT  RATTAN,  SPLIT  BAMBOO 

BAHIA  FIBRE,  BASSINE,  AJAX  FIBRE 

AFRICAN  FIBRE 

Complete  stocks  for  quick  delivery 

RICE  FIBRE— 9",  14",  16",  18"— no  waste— no  sorting— the 
best  substitute  for  Broom  Corn  the  World  produces — takes  the 
dye  very  readily. 

BROOM  HANDLES — Direct  shipments  from  our  Oconto  Mills, 
Hard  Rock  Maple  Mill  Run  Misses,  Parlors  and  Warehouse. 
Hard  Pine  Handles,  all  colors  and  grades,  for  shipment  from  our 
Amsterdam    Warehouses    along    with    TOYS,    BRUSH    RODS, 
BAMBOO  HANDLES,  etc. 

WRITE  TODAY  FOR  FULL  PARTICULARS 

GEORGE  H.  MAUS,  Inc. 

AMSTERDAM,  N.  Y. 
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due  to  the  untiring  efforts  of  Mr.  Hayes  and  Mr.  George  Hackenburg,  of 
the  State  Council  for  the  Blind,  that  the  "Week"  was  such  a  success. 

A  most  wonderful  spirit  of  cooperation  and  interest  in  the  work  for  our 
blind  was  shown  by  hundreds  of  women  taking  part  during  the  "Week", 
both  at  the  group  meetings  held  at  the  different  churches  previous  to  the 
opening  and  at  the  storeroom,  204  Walnut  Street,  during  the  "Week"  itself. 

Each  day  a  delicious  luncheon  was  prepared  by  the  different  church 
groups  and  served  by  them. 

The  counters  piled  high  with  all  sorts  of  articles  made  by  the  blind,  such 
as  rugs,  brooms,  mops,  brushes  of  all  sorts,  novelties,  and  baskets,  melted 
away  like  snow  under  a  warm  sun  when  these  splendid  women  stood  behind 
them  and  sold  the  goods  day  after  day. 

From  every  point  of  view  it  was  a  most  successful  "Week",  not  only  for 
the  blind,  but  for  the  sighted  person,  many  of  whom  had  their  eyes  opened 
when  they  saw  the  many  useful  and  splendid  articles  made  by  the  blind. 

Our  blind  workers  were  busy  at  their  daily  tasks — weaving  rugs  at  the 
loom,  caning  chairs,  sewing  on  machines,  basket  work  and  many  other  forms 
of  activities.  Some  of  our  shop  workers  were  transferred  for  the  "Week" 
to  the  storeroom  on  Walnut  Street,  where  they  demonstrated  to  the  con- 
stantly moving  groups  of  people  how  blind  people  work  and  how  happy  they 
are  at  their  work. 

These  splendid  groups  of  citizens,  men  and  women,  have  come  to  the 
realization  of  the  exact  nature  of  what  they  owe  to  their  less  fortunate 
brother,  the  blind  man.  They  appreciate  that  his  need  is  not  the  charity 
tossed  to  a  mendicant.  That  will  not  help  him,  for  in  prolonging  his  life, 
such  charity  will  simply  prolong  his  sufferings — those  sufferings  due  to  his 
inability  to  be  a  part  of  the  great  body  of  men  who  share  that  "greatest 
gift".  But  give  him  THAT  gift.  Give  him  the  opportunity  that  a  kindly 
fate  gave  you,  the  chance  to  go  forth  unto  his  work,  and  you  immediately 
throw  the  brightest  light  where  once  was  the  most  hopeless  darkness. 

It  was  a  marvelous  demonstration  of  the  true  spirit  of  Harrisburg  in  the 
outpouring  of  hundreds  of  men  and  women  to  see  our  blind  people  at  their 
work,  and  to  see  what  they  are  able  to  do  to  help  themselves. 

We  appreciate  more  than  we  can  express  the  work  done  by  the  women 
from  the  different  churches,  and  the  service  clubs  of  Harrisburg  for  their 
help  and  cooperation  in  carrying  out  this  project,  and  to  express  our  ap- 
preciation to  the  many  business  firms  who  rendered  so  many  helpful  services. 


LACKAWANNA  BRANCH 

High  Spots  for  the  Year  Ending  December  31,  1931 

By  Mrs.  Mary  M.  Gunster 

The  year  started  with  a  vim  in  the  Week  for  the  Blind,  held  at  the 
Scranton  Dry  Goods  Building,  through  the  courtesy  of  the  proprietor, 
Mr.  I.  E.  Oppenheim.  The  Lions  Club  had  charge  of  the  activities.  It  was 
really  a  gala  event  for  the  blind  as  they  were  so  comfortably  situated  while 
exhibiting  their  skill,  so  thoughtfully  and  kindly  treated  by  the  various 
ladies  in  charge  of  the  tea  room.   In  every  way  the  "Week"  was  a  big  success. 

In  April,  the  Shop  and  Office  were  moved  from  340  Adams  Avenue  to 
lovely  light,  commodious  quarters  at  719  Mulberry  Street.  A  most  welcome 
change  to  all  concerned. 


INDEPENDENCE  for   the   BLIND 


A 

Gainful 

Occupation 

for  the 

Blind 


It  will 

pay  blind 

organizations 

to  investigate 

this   method 

of  providing 

work  for  those 

who  wish 

to  be 

self-supporting 


Quality 


For  six  years 

many  sightless 

operators  have 

provided  a 

comfortable 

living  for 

themselves  and 

families  thru 

the  sale  of 

Chicky  Candy 

Products 


We  offer  an 

unexcelled  line  of 

Quality  Candy 

Bars  sold  thru 

the  most  modern 

coin  controlled 

merchandising 

machines. 


Service 


THE  CHICKY  MANUFACTURING  CO. 

GRAND  RAPIDS,  MICH. 
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In  June,  there  was  the  annual  picnic  at  the  home  of  Colonel  and  Mrs. 
Watres,  where  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  blind  and  their  friends  had 
a  most  enjoyable  day.  As  always,  nothing  was  left  undone  by  the  Colonel 
and  his  charming  wife  to  make  the  day  a  success.  The  Lions  were  also 
untiring  in  their  efforts  to  make  every  one  happy. 

In  November,  our  Supervisor,  Francis  S.  Graves,  tendered  his  resigna- 
tion to  enter  a  similar  field  of  usefulness  in  the  Lancaster  Branch. 

In  an  educational  way,  a  young  lady  graduate  of  Overbrook  was  assisted 
in  entering  Scranton  High  School  to  prepare  herself  for  college.  A  boy  of 
twelve  was  also  assisted  in  entering  the  Royer-Greaves  School  at  King  of 
Prussia.  Six  other  children  were  returned  to  Overbrook.  The  blind  here 
have  access  to  the  Braille  edition  of  the  Reader's  Digest  through  the  courtesy 
of  a  friend. 

The  peak  of  the  year's  work,  however,  was  the  restoration  of  sight  to  one 
man  and  two  women.  A  little  boy  of  seven  now  in  the  hospital  who  was 
facing  total  blindness,  is  on  a  fair  way  of  recovering  his  sight.  Through 
timely  oculists'  service,  sight  was  improved  for  twenty-four,  and  assistance 
of  some  kind  was  also  given  to  1 752  persons  during  the  year.  Quite  as  much, 
if  not  more,  was  done  for  the  blind  than  in  previous  years. 

The  grand  finale  of  the  year  was  the  Christmas  party  given  by  Miss 
Minnie  Davis,  a  most  devoted  friend.  About  seventy-five  blind  people  and 
their  friends  were  entertained  at  the  Association  rooms.  A  delightful  musi- 
cal and  literary  program  wTas  rendered,  followed  by  delicious  refreshments 
and  a  gift  to  each  one  on  departing.  Then  came  the  Lions  splendid  Christ- 
mas to  the  blind  people  of  the  City  and  County.  Gifts  of  cash,  food,  clothing, 
and  cheer  were  distributed  by  them.  They  gave  of  themselves  as  well  as 
their  bounty.  Last,  but  not  least,  was  the  gifts  of  cash  to  the  staff,  shop  and 
homeworkers  by  the  Officers  and  Directors  of  the  Board,  Miss  Dorothy 
Scheuer,  Secretary,  making  the  presentation. 

With  the  interest  and  backing  of  our  Lions  Club,  we  look  forward  to  a 
wider  field  of  service  to  our  blind  people  than  we  have  ever  before  given. 


LANCASTER  COUNTY  BRANCH 

Attitude  of  a  Public  School  Man  Toward  Work  for  the  Blind 

By  Mr.  H.  E.  Gress 

Many  of  the  leading  educators,  among  whom  is  Dr.  Edwin  C.  Broome, 
Superintendent  of  Schools,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  believe  that  a 
curriculum  for  a  school  system  should  center  around  a  systematic  program 
of  physical  and  health  education. 

No  program  of  health  education  is  complete  unless  careful  attention  is 
given  to  the  care  of  the  eyes  and  sight  conservation.  In  the  schools  there 
should  be  eye  clinics  and  in  addition  to  these  clinics,  seating  of  the  children 
in  the  best  light  zone  in  the  room  and  proper  artificial  lighting  when  neces- 
sary. The  school  room  should  also  be  furnished  with  translucent  shades, 
which  will  permit  sufficient  light  to  pass  through,  but  still  shut  out  the  strong 
glare  of  the  sun.  The  finish  of  the  furniture  and  the  color  of  the  walls  and 
ceiling  of  the  class  room  should  be  such  that  they  will  prevent  glare  and  yet 
not  absorb  too  much  light. 


WHITE  WOOD  PRODUCTS  CO. 

Main  Office 
BOGALUSA,  LOUISIANA 

• 

Oldest  and  largest  manufacturers  of 

PINE  BROOM  AND  MOP  HANDLES 

We  also  can  furnish  any  kind  of  Hardwood  Handles. 
We  can  make  them  special  sizes  and  shapes  for  your 
exact  requirements — Plain  and  Polished. 

Write  us  Write  now 

CHICAGO  SALES  OFFICE             PHILADELPHIA  SALES  OFFICE 
128  N.  WELLS  ST.                               6235  JEFFERSON  ST. 

E.  C.  JONES,  Vice  President                                               C.  B.  KEELER 

Basketry  Supplies 

Prime  Reed,  Bases,  Natural 

and  Colored  Raffia,  Chair 

Cane,    Rattan,    Fibres, 

everything   for    the 

Handicraft 

Worker. 

Established  1881 
• 

Specialize  in 
Split  Bamboo,  Split  Rat- 
tan, Reeds  and  Tuffibre. 

Have    served    the    Trade    for 
many    years    as    a    dependable 
source    of   supply.        Send    us 
your  inquiries. 

CHARLES  H. 

DEMARESTJNC. 

227  WATER  STREET 
NEW  YORK  CITY 

Importers'Manufacturers 

AMERICAN 
REEDCRAFT  CORP. 

130  BEEKMAN  STREET 
NEW  YORK  CITY 
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Much  of  the  work  for  the  blind  should  be  of  a  preventive  nature. 
The  Lancaster  County  Branch  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind 
is  interested  in  this  phase  of  the  work  and  has  cooperated  with  the  schools 
and  other  organizations  in  establishing  clinics  and  furnishing  glasses  for 
children  of  the  community,  whose  parents  cannot  afford  to  purchase  them. 

In  addition  to  Prevention,  there  is  considerable  work  to  do  in  caring  for 
the  blind,  or  in  preparing  them  to  be  able  to  do  something  useful  and  in 
this  way  to  take  care. of  and  support  themselves.  Instead  of  having  the  blind 
depend  on  charity,  it  is  much  better  to  have  them  work  to  support  them- 
selves and  thus  maintain  their  independence  and  self-respect. 

As  long  as  we  cannot  entirely  prevent  blindness,  it  is  our  duty  to  train 
and  educate  those  deprived  of  their  sight.  In  June,  1931,  a  young  lady 
who  was  blind  graduated  from  the  Stevens  High  School,  Lancaster,  Pennsyl- 
vania. Much  of  her  work  was  prepared  for  her  in  Braille.  She  took  work 
on  the  typewriter  and  became  quite  skilled  in  the  operation  of  this  machine. 
Because  a  person  is  handicapped  in  some  way  is  no  reason  why  he  should 
not  be  given  an  opportunity  to  develop  the  ability  he  has. 

In  educating  and  training  the  blind,  they  not  only  develop  the  ability 
to  support  themselves,  but  they  also  acquire  better  attitudes  to  others  and 
to  society  in  general,  and  thus  become  better  citizens. 

Training  and  education  open  up  new  fields  and  give  new  ideas  and  ex- 
periences. It  is  not  only  an  opportunity  that  we  have,  but  it  is  also  our 
duty  to  provide  these  opportunities  for  the  blind  so  that  they  can  live  a 
fuller  and  richer  life  and  get  much  more  pleasure  and  satisfaction  out  of 
living. 

At  present,  I  feel  that  there  is  no  other  organization  that  can  care  for 
those  whose  sight  is  impaired  like  the  Association  for  the  Blind.  It  has  done 
a  laudable  work  in  this  community  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  will  be  given 
such  public  support  that  it  can  still  continue  to  do  more. 


LEHIGH  COUNTY  BRANCH 
By  Mr.  G.  Ernest  Ward 

A  young  man  came  into  the  office  of  the  Lehigh  County  Branch  a  short 
time  ago.  He  had  been  receiving  treatment  for  eye  trouble — a  growth  on 
the  ball  of  the  left  eye.  The  growth  spread  until  the  sight  in  the  left  eye  was 
practically  gone,  and  then  slowly  his  right  eye  became  affected. 

Investigation  showed  that  this  young  man  had  been  a  silk  dyer  by  trade, 
but  had  not  worked  for  three  years  because  of  failing  vision.  Although  he 
had  been  cared  for  by  one  of  the  general  practitioners  in  our  community, 
who  was  in  good  repute,  we  did  with  him  what  we  do  with  practically  all  of 
our  new  cases — sent  him  to  our  eye  specialist  for  a  thorough  examination. 

In  two  weeks  time,  it  was  discovered  that  the  growth  on  the  left  eye  was 
the  beginning  of  a  cancer.  An  operation  was  performed  at  the  Sacred  Heart 
Hospital.  The  growth  was  removed,  and  not  only  the  sight,  but  very 
likely  his  life  was  saved. 


Established  1889 

RUG    MATERIALS 

for  Weaving  and  Hooking  Rugs 

Wool  Rug  Yarn  in  36  Colors. 
New  Rags  in  skeins  solid  colors,  16  colors. 
Cotton  Roving  in  20  good  fast  colors. 
Cotton  Chenille  in  nine  colors  and  mottled. 
Jute  Roving  in  14  colors. 

COTTON  WARP  on  tubes  or  put  up  in  ready  made  warps,  ready  to  wind  on  the  warp 
beam,  in  four  different  sizes  and  thirty  colors,  which  supplies  a  range  of  sizes  and 
colors  for  every  possible  need  in  the  making  of  rugs  or  fancy  rag  carpets. 

Wool  Warp  made  purposely  to  give  the  real  rainbow  effect  in  the  stripe  of  the 
old  fashioned  colonial  rag  carpet. 

Loom  fixtures  for  the  old  fashioned  loom. 

Samples  and  prices  furnished  free  upon  request. 

TINKLER  AND  COMPANY,  INC. 

527  Arch  Street  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


BRUSH  MAKING 

One  of  the  Most  Profitable  and 
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WE  ARE  PREPARED  TO  FURNISH 

HORSEHAIR,  FIBRE,  BRISTLES 
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MIXTURES 

In  any  quality,  color  or  size  for  wire  twisted,  drawn 
or  set  work.  We  will  gladly  assist  in  any  way  pos- 
sible in  the  development  of  this  work. 

E.  B.  &?  A.  C.  WHITING  CO. 

IMPORTERS     :  :     MANUFACTURERS 

BURLINGTON,  VERMONT 
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NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY  BRANCH 

Our  Educational  Week  for  the  Blind 
By  Mr.  R.  A.  Burlingame 

The  Directors  of  the  Northampton  County  Branch  ever  since  its  organ- 
ization have  felt  that  the  people  in  the  County  were  not  cognizant  of  the 
number  of  blind  people  in  the  County,  what  was  being  done  for  them,  or 
what  should  be  done.  When  our  Supervisor,  Miss  Pearl  Grant,  returned 
from  Reading's  Educational  Week  for  the  Blind,  she  was  enthusiastic  about 
having  an  Educational  Week  for  the  Blind  put  on  in  Bethlehem.  Our 
organization  was  not  in  a  financial  position  to  underwrite  such  a  "Week", 
so  the  Directors  of  the  Bethlehem  Lions  Club  were  told  of  our  desire  and 
they  immediately  voted  to  back  us  in  our  undertaking.  The  American 
Foundation  for  the  Blind  sent  Mrs.  Ida  Hirst-Gifford  to  Bethlehem  to 
organize  for  the  "Week"  and  in  a  very  short  time  Mrs.  Gifford  had  enlisted 
the  services  of  nearly  1500  men  and  women.  The  Lions  Clubs  of  Nazareth, 
Hellertown,  Bath  and  Bethlehem,  nearly  all  the  churches,  the  Women's 
Clubs  and  the  Club  of  University  W^omen  agreed  to  help. 

Although  called  an  "Educational  Week  for  the  Blind"  it  was  in  reality 
an  "Educational  Week  for  the  Seeing  Public",  to  make  those  who  see 
understand  the  problem  of  those  who  do  not. 

Miss  Helen  Keller,  the  most  famous  example  in  the  world  of  what  can 
be  done  by  sympathetic  teaching  and  understanding  in  bringing  those 
afflicted  with  blindness  into  a  realm  where  they  may  compete  with  those 
who  have  sight,  was  in  Bethlehem  two  days.  On  Saturday  morning  she 
spoke  to  the  school  children  of  Bethlehem  and  on  Sunday  afternoon  the 
Educational  Week  for  the  Blind  was  formally  opened  with  an  overflow 
gathering  in  the  Liberty  High  School  Auditorium.  Miss  Keller  and  Edwin 
Grasse  appeared  before  the  citizens  of  Northampton  County  and  it  was  a 
real  event.  They  met  with  the  same  admiration  and  appreciation  which  is 
accorded  them  wherever  they  go.  Many  have  said  that  this  meeting  was 
the  most  inspirational  ever  held  in  Bethlehem  and  it  couldn't  help  but 
stimulate  interest  in  the  problems  of  the  blind. 

This  thought  was  proven  by  the  great  success  of  the  days  which  followed. 
The  storeroom  which  had  been  secured  was  a  beehive  of  activity  from 
Monday  morning  until  Saturday  night,  and  even  a  day  or  two  of  inclement 
weather  did  not  lessen  the  attendance.  There  were  about  a  dozen  blind 
people  working  at  their  trades — rug  weaving,  chair  caning,  fancy  sewing, 
piano  tuning,  typewriting,  etc.,  and  they  always  had  a  large  audience. 

There  was  a  sale  of  a  great  variety  of  articles  made  by  the  blind  through- 
out the  State  and  the  success  of  this  is  shown  in  the  report  that  there  were 
over  a  thousand  dollars  worth  of  articles  sold.  The  tea  room,  where  lunches 
and  afternoon  tea  were  served  by  the  ladies  of  various  organizations  through- 
out the  County,  was  well  patronized.  While  being  served  the  people  were 
entertained  by  musical  programs  and  educated  in  the  work  of  the  Associa- 
tion and  in  the  conservation  of  eyesight  by  very  able  speakers. 

We  are  very  grateful  to  all  who  made  Bethlehem's  First  Educational 
Week  for  the  Blind  such  a  great  success  and  especially  so  to  Mrs.  Ida 
Hirst-Gifford,  Field  Representative  of  the  American  Foundation  for  the 
Blind,  to  Mr.  S.  Mervyn  Sinclair,  State  Council  for  the  Blind  and  his  co- 
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workers  who  were  very  active,  lecturing,  advising,  visiting  schools,  studying 
our  problems,  etc.,  during  the  entire  "Week",  and  to  Mr.  Latimer  whose 
presence  is  always  an  inspiration. 

The  first  fruit  of  our  endeavor  was  the  action,  a  few  days  later,  of  the 
Bethlehem  School  Board,  when  it  invited  the  State  Council  for  the  Blind 
to  send  a  representative  to  Bethlehem  to  make  survey  of  the  City's  Schools 
on  eye  health. 

In  closing,  Northampton  County's  First  Educational  Week  for  the 
Blind  was  the  biggest  thing  ever  undertaken  in  our  County  from  a  civic 
and  humanitarian  point  of  view  and  the  program  went  through  without 
a  hitch. 


PHILADELPHIA  BRANCH 

A  Personal  Interest  Story 

By  Miss  Jeanette  Freed 

Born  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  I  attended  Public  School  No.  93  with 
nine  other  special  pupils,  and  Girls'  High  School  of  Brooklyn  with  sighted 
pupils.  My  father's  business  brought  the  family  to  Philadelphia  and  in 
October,  1925,  I  entered  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruction 
of  the  Blind  (Overbrook),  where  I  devoted  my  time  to  typewriting,  Braille 
shorthand,  dictaphone  operating,  switchboard  operating,  first  year  French, 
modern  and  American  history,  and  some  handwork,  graduating  in  June  1926. 

During  1926,  I  took  correspondence  courses  in  Typewriting  and  Business 
Correspondence  from  the  Hadley  Correspondence  School  for  the  Blind, 
Winnetka,  Illinois,  and  received  certificates  in  both  subjects. 

During  July  and  August,  I  was  employed  as  typist  in  the  Ediphone 
Department  of  the  Penn  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  but,  through  the 
advice  of  my  oculist,  discontinued  this  work. 

May  1,  1927,  I  was  appointed  typist  and  Braille  assistant  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Books  for  the  Blind,  The  Free  Library  of  Philadelphia,  then  being 
removed  to  its  new  building  on  Logan  Square.  Throughout  the  summer, 
Mrs.  Delfino,  Head  of  the  Department,  taught  me  cataloguing  according  to 
the  modern  library  practice  and  she  suggested  the  desirability  of  my  taking 
training  in  the  regular  Training  Class  course,  provided  by  the  Free  Library. 
Permission  of  the  Head  of  the  Training  Class  was  granted,  and  in  October, 
1927,  I  began  taking  the  regular  courses  in  Cataloguing,  Library  Economy 
and  Classification  with  thirteen  sighted  members  of  the  Class. 

During  1930,  I  took  the  course  in  Braille  proof  reading  through  the 
American  Red  Cross,  Library  of  Congress,  Washington,  D.  C.  and  received 
my  certificate. 

My  work  in  the  Free  Library  consists  of  cataloguing  books  in  Braille, 
Moon  and  New  York  Point;  taking  dictation  on  the  Braille  shorthand 
machine  and  transcribing  the  notes  on  the  typewriter,  or  taking  dictation 
directly  on  the  typewriter;  Braille  transcribing;  proof  reading;  as  well  as 
demonstrations  to  the  public  of  reading  and  writing  Braille  and  steno- 
graphic work. 

In  May,  1928,  Mrs.  Delfino  and  I  were  sent  as  delegates  by  the  Free 
Library,  to  give  demonstrations  at  the  booth  of  the  Committee  on  Work 
wTith  the  Blind,  during  the  American  Library  Association  Conference  at 
West  Baden  Springs,  Indiana. 


Frederick  H*  Cone  &  Co, 
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Complete  Stocks  Always  Available 


Quotations,  Samples  and  Information  on  all  Brush  Materials 
furnished  on  request 


When  You  Need 

Bunch  Bags,  Handle  Cones, 
All  Over  Broom  Bags, 
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Write  us  for  samples  and  prices. 

WE  ARE  THE  LARGEST  producers  of  paper  broom 
bags.  We  specialize  on  the  needs  of  the  broom  manufac- 
turers. Our  equipment  enables  us  to  offer  you  the  best 
service  at  competitive  prices. 

AN  INQUIRY  will  be  appreciated. 
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SHELBYVILLE,  INDIANA 
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PITTSBURGH  BRANCH 

A  Successful  Blind  Cobbler 
By  Mr.  Guy  H.  Nickeson 

Rehabilitation  of  the  adult  blind  is  an  important  work,  which  should 
receive  more  thought  and  planning  than  we  are  wont  to  give  it.  In  the  space 
of  a  few  months  time,  the  individual  must  be  made  over  so  far  as  his  views 
of  his  relationship  to  his  family,  his  community,  his  work  and  his  hopes  are 
concerned. 

He  must  be  taught  how  to  read  and  write  Braille;  how  to  utilize  the 
services  of  others  without  being  too  dependent;  and  how  to  work  at  some- 
thing which  will  not  only  occupy  his  time,  but  will  provide  income  which 
will  make  him  at  least  partially  self-supporting. 

If  the  individual  is  to  work  in  a  regular  workshop,  the  problem  of  selecting 
an  occupation  for  him  is  simplified,  but  if  he  is  to  return  to  his  home  com- 
munity to  work,  great  care  should  be  exercised  in  choosing  a  practical 
trade,  which  wTill  not  be  out  of  place  in  his  community. 

Here  are  a  few  facts  regarding  John  Hanson,  who  was  taught  a  trade 
entirely  different  from  any  we  had  ever  taught  a  new  man.  He  lives  in  a 
rural  district  where  cane  furniture  is  not  generally  used;  brooms,  brushes, 
and  mops  would  not  sell  readily  to  such  a  population;  but  they  all  wear 
shoes,  which  have  to  be  repaired. 

John  was  brought  to  our  shop  a  few  months  after  the  explosion  which 
ruined  his  sight,  and  in  four  months  learned  to  read  and  wTite  braille,  make 
mops,  and  repair  shoes.  He  returned  home  and  is  now  conducting  a  shoe 
repair  business  which,  after  only  three  months  of  operation,  is  netting  him 
about  twelve  dollars  per  week. 

His  shop  is  in  a  shed  in  his  side  yard  where  he  has  very  little  extra  ex- 
pense. His  wife  and  children  help  with  certain  details  that  he  finds  particu- 
larly difficult.  The  people  of  the  community  gladly  bring  their  work  to 
him  for  they  realize  that  since  he  is  blind  and  can  no  longer  work  in  the 
mine,  he  must  provide  a  living  for  his  family  just  the  same. 

This  is  a  product  of  our  rehabilitation  work  of  which  we  are  justly 
proud,  and  if  any  of  the  readers  have  occasion  to  pass  through  Clearfield 
County,  Pennsylvania,  you  would  enjoy  a  visit  to  John's  shop  in  Lanse, 
and  I  know  that  he  and  Mrs.  Hanson  would  take  great  pleasure  in  showing 
you  how  they  conduct  their  little  business. 


VENANGO  COUNTY  BRANCH 

Our  Second  Annual  Christmas  Luncheon 
By  Miss  Georgiana  E.  Trainor 

"If  nobody  smiled  and  nobody  cheered  and  nobody  helped  us  along, 

If  each  every  minute  looked  after  himself  and  good  things  went  to  the 
strong, 
If  nobody  cared  just  a  little  for  you,  and  nobody  thought  about  me, 

And  we  stood  all  alone  in  the  battle  of  life,  what  a  dreary  old  world  it 
would  be." 


J.  D.  WESTCOTT  &  SON 

UNION  CITY,  PENNSYLVANIA 

Oldest  and  Largest  Manufacturer  of 
Hardwood  Broom  Handles 


The  many  Associations  for  the  Blind 
make  the  kind  of  brooms  on  which 
we  are  proud  to  see  our  handles.  We 
hope  that  WESTCOTT  HANDLES 
contribute  to  some  degree  to  the  high 
standard  of  the  finished  product. 
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TIT?  OOTVTS     Seneca   Brand   Broom   Wire  is  a  high  grade 
-L'-LV^'^'-L   *-VJ     extra    tinned  wire  specially  made  for  broom 

manufacture  and  is  guaranteed  to  give  the  very  best  results 

on  both  hand  and  power  winders. 

BRUSHES      °ur  High  Carbon  Brush  Wire  is  the  result 

a-/v^j  Q£  many  years'  experimentation  and  has 
proven  to  be  an  ideal  wire  for  brush  work.  Brush  manu' 
facturers  will  be  greatly  pleased  with  its  uniform  quality. 

TVf  O  "P  S       ^ur  high  and  low  carbon  stapling  and  binding 
^^^  wire  is  now  being  used  with  great  satisfaction  by 

the    mop    trade.      We  are   also  in   a  position  to   furnish 
special  spring  steel  wire  for  mops. 

The  Seneca  Wire  &  Mfg*  Co* 

Box  167,  Fostoria,  Ohio 
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Perhaps  the  important  phase  of  our  work  which  has  received  least 
attention  during  the  past  year  in  Venango  County  has  been  Recreation. 
We  can  report  some  progress  in  preventing  needless  blindness,  and  also  in 
furnishing  a  little  employment  for  our  capable  blind  people.  We  have  been 
assisted  in  our  relief  work  by  other  existing  social  agencies.  However,  as 
our  territory  is  scattered,  and  as  we  have  not  yet  succeeded  in  solving  our 
transportation  problems  satisfactorily,  we  have  been  slow  in  the  develop- 
ment of  recreational  activities. 

We  have  one  great  reunion  each  year,  nevertheless,  to  which  we  all  look 
forward  with  eager  anticipation.  Our  Christmas  Luncheon,  given  by  the 
Oil  City  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs  to  the  blind  people  of  Venango 
County,  is  the  big  social  event  of  the  season.  The  real  spirit  of  true  comrade- 
ship between  these  splendid  women  and  our  blind  people  is  expressed  in  the 
following  paragraph  from  an  account  of  the  Luncheon  in  the  Oil  City 
Blizzard  of  December  18 — 

"The  second  annual  Christmas  party  of  the  Oil  City  Federation  of 
Women's  Clubs,  with  the  blind  residents  of  the  County  as  honored  guests 
at  the  V.  M.  C.  A.  Building  this  noon,  was  one  of  the  most  enjoyable  meet- 
ings of  the  Federation  this  season." 

The  luncheon  tables  were  attractively  decorated  with  small  evergreen 
trees  in  red  holders  used  as  center  pieces;  and  the  red  candles  in  green 
holders  gave  the  festivities  a  real  Christmas  atmosphere. 

The  luncheon  opened  with  the  singing  of  Christmas  carols.  Mrs.  B.  L. 
Wood  made  a  brief,  sincere  address  of  welcome,  and  the  response  by  Mr. 
W.  A.  Dodds  of  Franklin  in  behalf  of  the  guests  was  a  genuine  expression  of 
pleasure  and  appreciation. 

Then  followed  a  delightful  program  in  which  the  talents  of  guests  and 
club  members  were  interspersed.  Mrs.  A.  T.  Peterson,  President  of  the 
Federation,  presented  the  guests  with  boxes  of  chocolates  contributed  by 
the  Lions  Club  of  Oil  City,  which  added  the  final  touch  to  the  success  of 
the  luncheon. 

The  program  was  concluded  with  the  singing  of  Christmas  carols,  and 
with  the  exchange  of  greetings  and  good  wishes,  between  the  club  members 
and  the  guests — one  group  happy  in  the  knowledge  that  "It  is  more  blessed 
to  give  than  to  receive"  and  the  other,  happy  in  the  thought  that  they  are 
not  fighting  the  battle  of  life  alone — that  somebody  actually  cares. 


WILKES-BARRE  BRANCH 

Who  Says  Thirteen  is  Unlucky? 
By  Mrs.  Arline  P.  Garber 

Celebrating  its  Thirteenth  Anniversary,  the  Wilkes-Barre  Branch, 
Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind,  put  on  a  Booster  Week,  sponsored 
by  the  Lions  Club,  November  2  to  7,  which  proved  to  be  a  very  effective 
and  successful  way  of  observing  its  birthday.  The  affair  went  over  in  a 
big  way  and  everybody  was  thrilled  and  happy  over  the  results.  The 
object  of  Booster  Week  was  to  stimulate  public  interest  in  the  Association, 
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to  increase  sales,  and  to  promote  a  better  understanding"  of  work  for  the 
blind  as  a  whole.  Throngs  of  people  visited  the  headquarters  daily  and 
watched  with  interest  the  blind  at  work.  A  large  number  of  articles  made 
by  the  blind  were  sold. 

Booster  Week  opened  with  a  parade  by  the  American  Legion  Drum  and 
Bugle  Corps  and  the  Ladies  Auxiliary  Drill  Team,  Wilkes-Barre  Post  132, 
led  by  a  squad  of  Boy  Scouts  and  Mounted  Policemen,  the  Scouts  carrying 
attractive  banners.  Every  night  there  were  special  entertainment  features 
in  the  assembly  room  of  the  Association,  including  High  School  Bands  and 
other  attractions.  Through  the  courtesy  and  cooperation  of  local  merchants, 
free  refreshments  were  served  to  all  who  visited  the  headquarters.  On  the 
closing  night  of  Booster  Week,  music  was  furnished  by  MacLuskie's  109th 
Field  Artillery  Band,  Wilkes-Barre's  premier  musical  organization,  and  an 
inspiring  address  was  given  by  Mayor  Daniel  L.  Hart. 

Three  days  prior  to,  and  during  Booster  Week,  large  posters  appeared 
on  every  trolley  car  and  in  every  bus.  Window  posters  were  seen  every- 
where. A  large  banner  extended  across  North  Main  Street  at  the  inter- 
section of  East  Union  Street.  This  banner  was  put  up  by  the  City  Fire 
Department,  a  display  which  attracted  a  great  deal  of  attention. 

There  were  two  display  windows  in  the  central  part  of  the  City,  one  in 
which  men  were  at  work,  and  the  other  being  fitted  up  with  an  exhibit  of 
products  made  by  the  blind.  The  newspapers  contributed  two  hundred 
and  forty  inches  of  free  space.  The  five  leading  theatres  of  Wilkes-Barre 
carried  trailers  advertising  Booster  WTeek.  Each  of  these  trailers  wTas  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five  feet  in  length.  Prominent  women  of  Wyoming 
Valley  acted  as  hostesses  throughout  the  Week  and  the  Boy  Scouts  from 
Troop  13  rendered  splendid  service. 

One  of  the  evidences  that  Booster  Week  was  a  success  is  showm  in  the 
following  figures — Cash  sales  for  October,  $619.54;  Cash  sales  for  Novem- 
ber $2,337.75.    Who  says  thirteen  is  unlucky? 


SPECIAL  NOTICE 

It  is  our  hope,  beginning  possibly  with  this  issue,  to  publish  a  Braille 
edition  of  "The  Seer";  but  means  to  do  this  are  not  yet  assured.  We 
shall  be  obliged  at  first  to  confine  the  Braille  issue  to  blind  readers  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  accordingly  request  the  names  and  addresses  of  such 
persons  desiring  the  Braille  issue  of  "The  Seer",  in  the  event  of  its  publi- 
cation. 


Make  your  last  Will  and  Testament  in  favor  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind,  Inc. 
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WHAT  THE  SEER  SEES 

Despite  the  difficult  times  through  which  we  are  passing,  The  Seer  sees 
a  distinct  advance  along  almost  every  front  of  the  Association's  fourteen  far- 
flung  Branches.  Progress  has  also  been  made  by  several  of  the  nine  Stand- 
ing Committees,  recommended  by  the  Sixth  Annual  Conference,  October 
last,  approved  by  the  Association's  Executive  Committee,  December  31, 
1931,  and  appointed  by  the  President,  January  9,  1932.  These  Com- 
mittees are  to  report  at  the  Association's  Seventh  Annual  Conference  next 
October,  and  are  dealing  with  the  following  topics: 

"Prevention  of  Blindness  and  Conservation  of  Vision" 

''Social  Welfare" 

"Placement;  Professional,  Commercial  and  Industrial" 

"Homework" 

"Shopwork" 

"Salesmanship" 

"Publicity,  Legislation  and  Solicitation" 

"Administrative  Problems" 

"A  Training  Center  in  Pennsylvania  for  the  Supervisors  and  Depart- 
ment Heads" 

In  his  report  to  the  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
April  25,  1932,  the  Executive  Secretary,  Mr.  H.  R.  Latimer,  writes  in 
part,  as  follows: — 

"Coincident  with  the  beginning  of  Volume  II  of  "The  Seer"  begins 
our  braille  edition  of  this  magazine.  Our  thanks  and  appreciation  are 
due  Mr.  Bradley  S.  Joice,  Superintendent  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania 
School  for  the  Blind,  whose  school  press,  operated  by  Mr.  Theodore  Wood- 
ward, embossed  this  first  braille  edition  at  no  cost  to  the  Association,  above 
a  nominal  charge  for  the  labor  of  embossing  and  printing:  Arrangements 
are  in  the  making  by  which  future  braille  editions  will  be  embossed,  printed, 
and  mailed  by  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  in  charge  of 
Mr.  A.  C.  Ellis. 
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"Three  of  our  Branch  Boards  of  Directors  have  changed  their  Chair- 
man for  the  coming  year.  We  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  our 
outgoing  Chairmen,  Messrs.  0.  H.  Burritt,  of  Philadelphia;  A.  M.  Hollander, 
of  Beaver  Falls;  and  Austin  N.  Miller,  of  Harrisburg,  for  their  faithful 
service,  at  the  same  time  that  we  felicitate  the  Association  upon  the  election 
of  Messrs.  J.  H.  Meader,  V.  R.  Ray,  and  L.  V.  Good,  as  their  respective 
successors. 

"As  a  matter  of  information  the  attention  of  the  Board  is  called  to 
the  fact  that  three  of  the  Association  Branches  are  housed  in  their  own 
properties, — Pittsburgh,  Wilkes-Barre  and  Harrisburg.  The  titles  of  the 
first  two  are  in  the  name  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind, 
but  are  operated  under  the  By-laws  by  the  local  Branch  Board  of  Directors. 
The  title  of  the  third  property  is  in  a  Holding  Company,  whose  directors 
are  also  members  of  the  local  Branch  Board  of  Directors.  While  speaking 
of  properties,  seven  of  our  Branches  have  removed  to  more  advantageous 
quarters  during  the  past  three  years,  and  four  of  these  have  done  so  within 
the  past  six  months. 

"A  great  deal  of  very  favorable  publicity  of  an  educational  and  sales 
value  has  been  brought  about  through  "Weeks  for  the  Blind"  in  connection 
with  eight  of  our  Branches,  Wilkes-Barre  calling  their  event  "Booster 
Week."  These  "Weeks"  have  been  held  at  Wilkes-Barre,  Reading, 
Bethlehem,  Harrisburg,  Lancaster,  Scranton,  Philadelphia,  and  Beaver 
Falls.  It  is,  of  course,  well  known  throughout  work  for  the  blind  that  the 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  is  responsible,  through  its  representa- 
tives, Mr.  Charles  B.  Hayes  and  Mrs.  Ida  Hirst-Gifford,  for  the  inaugura- 
tion of  this  particular  method  of  educational  publicity,  and  our  thanks 
and  appreciation  are  gratefully  tendered  the  Foundation,  and  its  representa- 
tives for  this  valuable  service. 

"In  order  that  the  Branch  Boards  of  Directors  and  Supervisors  may 
have  the  full  benefit  of  the  experience,  not  only  of  the  executive  staff  of 
the  Association,  but  also  of  the  staff  of  the  State  Council  for  the  Blind, 
the  Council  is  making,  as  rapidly  as  circumstances  will  permit,  complete 
surveys  of  the  areas  occupied  by  the  Association's  several  Branches.  These 
surveys  include  a  complete  census  of  the  blind  people  of  the  areas,  together 
with  recommendations  regarding  the  capabilities  and  needs  of  the  different 
individuals.  On  the  basis  of  the  data  thus  gathered,  the  Executive  Director 
of  the  Council,  and  the  Executive  Secretary  of  the  Association,  are  jointly 
analyzing  the  several  local  situations,  and  suggesting  solutions  for  the 
problems  involved.  These  suggestions  include  forms  of  employment, 
necessary  personnel,  and  possible  sources  of  financial  support.  Such  a 
survey  and  subsequent  suggestions,  have  been  made  in  the  case  of  our 
Wilkes-Barre  area,  and  definite  progress  is  being  made  toward  similar 
work  in  connection  with  the  Lackawanna  and  Dauphin  County  Branches. 

"Those  interested  in  the  important  problem  of  associating  work  for 
the  blind  more  closely  with  professional  social  service  work,  will  be  interested 
to  know  that  the  University  of  Pittsburgh  is  planning  a  graduate  course  in 
Social  Service.  The  undergraduate  course  in  Social  Service,  given  by  the 
Margaret  Morrison  School,  is  generally  known.  Both  of  these  schools 
have  made  their  facilities  available  to  capable  blind  people  and  recognize 
the  ability  of  certain  such  persons  to  do  acceptable  and  exceptional  work 
in  the  social  service  field.  Dr.  H.  A.  Phelps,  of  the  Department  of  Sociology, 
University  of  Pittsburgh,  is  to  be  in  charge  of  this  graduate  course  of  Social 
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Service.  The  happy  fact  that  the  headquarters  of  our  Association,  as  well 
as  those  of  the  Pittsburgh  Branch,  are  now  within  easy  reach  of  these 
schools,  as  well  as  of  other  important  educational  and  civic  centers  of  Pitts- 
burgh, gives  our  Association  an  advantage,  which  few,  if  any  like  organi- 
zations in  this  country,  enjoy.  It  remains  to  be  seen  what  practical  benefit 
to  our  blind  people  we  shall  be  able  to  develop  from  the  opportunities  thus 
afforded." 

The  Seer  notes  with  much  satisfaction,  the  following  excerpt  from  the 
President's  message  to  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Association,  February 
8,  1932:— 

"Some  idea  of  the  activities  of  the  Association  as  a  whole  throughout 
its  Branches,  may  be  gathered  from  the  following  figures  for  the  year 
ending  November  30,  1931: —  Receipts  from  sources  other  than  sales, 
collectively  termed  philanthropic  money,  $205,234.81;  receipts  from  sales, 
$168,010.78,  totaling  $373,245.59.  Of  this  amount,  our  blind  people 
received  in  salaries,  wages,  commissions,  prevention  and  placement,  and 
aid,  $176,386.94.  Adding  to  this  amount  $50,000.00  received  by  blind 
people  under  the  Association's  supervision,  working  in  industries  among 
the  seeing,  in  businesses  of  their  own  and  from  retail  selling  by  our  blind 
salesmen,  not  included  in  our  books,  we  have  a  net  revenue  to  our  blind 
people  of  $226,386.94,  or  upwards  of  $1.10  for  every  dollar  of  philanthropic 
money  received,  or  again  $1,347  for  every  dollar  of  the  sales  output  of  all 
the  Association's  Branches.  Contrasted  writh  this  amount  of  $226,386.94, 
received  by  our  blind  people,  the  total  amount  in  salaries  and  wages  received 
by  all  paid  seeing  workers  of  the  entire  Association  was  $49,235.89,  ap- 
proximately twenty  percent  of  the  amount  received  by  the  blind,  and  only 
thirteen  percent  of  the  Association's  gross  income,  which  is  the  answer  to 
the  oft  repeated  charge  that  the  money  of  the  Association  is  going  to  a 
group  of  highly  paid  seeing  officials.  Furthermore,  no  account  is  here 
taken  of  the  amount  of  economic  man  power  saved  or  restored  to  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  by  the  prevention  of  blindness  and  the 
preservation  of  eyesight  effected  through  the  good  offices  of  the  Association. 
For  example,  one  pair  of  eyes  saved  represents  over  the  period  of  thirty 
working  years  at  the  lowest  rational  estimate,  $30,000.00  in  economic  man 
power;  and  while  it  is  impossible  to  state  definitely  how  many  such  pairs 
of  eyes  are  saved  each  year  by  the  Association's  activities  in  this  direction, 
forty  would  not  be  in  excess  of  the  facts.  You  may  make  your  own  compu- 
tation from  these  figures,  remembering  all  the  while  that  they  are  no 
measure  whatsoever  of  the  total  benefit  from  eyesight  thus  preserved." 

The  Seer  further  notes  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind,  April  25,  1932,  that  Mr. 
James  McA.  Duncan,  who  has  presided  over  the  affairs  of  the  Association 
so  acceptably  during  the  past  eight  years,  has  insisted  upon  retiring  from 
the  presidency;  and  that  Mr^Frank  Wilbur  Main,  who  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  since  1916,  has  been  elected  president  in  Mr. 
Duncan's  stead.  The  Association  has  been  singularly  fortunate  in  enjoy- 
ing the  service  of  a  man  of  Mr.  Duncan's  capacity,  and  the  regret  because 
of  his  retirement  is  mitigated  only  by  the  fact  that  he  has  agreed  to  continue 
as  a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee.  We  are  very  fortunate  indeed 
in  securing  the  services  of  Mr.  Main,  as  our  incoming  President.  Mr. 
Main  is  widely  known  in  civic  and  financial  circles,  not  only  within  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  but  throughout  the  country  generally. 
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The  Seer  takes  pleasure  in  quoting  the  following  excerpts  from  the 
"Liaison  Leaflet,"  April,  1932,  published  by  the  American  Foundation  for 
the  Blind.  Though  the  question  of  uniform  braille  is  not  of  direct  interest 
to  many  of  our  seeing  readers,  it  is  of  very  great  concern  to  our  professional 
workers,  and  to  the  blind  people  themselves,  who  read  our  braille  edition; — 

NEGOTIATIONS  WITH  BRITISH  AUTHORITIES 
REGARDING  UNIFORM  BRAILLE 

"After  consultation  with  the  members  of  the  American  Advisory  Com- 
mittee on  Uniform  Type,  and  in  particular  with  the  Presidents  of  the 
A.A.W.B.  and  the  A. A. LB.,  it  has  been  decided  to  lay  before  you  a  sum- 
mary of  the  proposals  contained  in  the  correspondence  with  the  British 
National  Uniform  Type  Committee  to  date.  This  matter  will  probably 
come  up  in  some  form  for  consideration  at  the  forthcoming  convention  of 
the  A.A.I.B.  It  is  hoped  that  superintendents  and  other  delegates  to  this 
convention  will  study  this  important  question  in  advance  of  the  meeting. 
In  some  schools  committees  of  the  faculty,  including  especially  the  braille 
readers,  have  been  appointed  to  study  the  subject. 

"If  the  British  National  Uniform  Type  Committee  accepts  the  proposals 
contained  in  this  correspondence,  and  if  it  is  decided  that  each  country 
should  go  its  own  way  regarding  certain  rules  referred  to  in  Propositions 
II  and  III,  interchange  of  books  between  the  two  countries  could  be  carried 
on  with  very  slight  inconvenience  to  anyone.  The  changes  suggested  do 
not  affect  legibility  in  any  way.  They  simply  call  for  a  style  of  set-up  in 
braille  conforming  more  closely  to  what  is  considered  good  practice  in 
letter-press  printing.  For  the  most  part,  the  changes  in  the  rules  would 
give  preference  to  considerations  of  what  Americans  regard  as  good  form 
ovTer  space  saving  in  such  matters  as  capitalization,  paragraphing,  and 
syllabication. 

"On  February  19th  there  was  despatched  to  the  British  National  Uni- 
form Type  Committee  by  the  American  Advisory  Committee  on  Uniform 
Type  a  letter  which  read  in  part  as  follows: 

'At  the  time  of  the  New  York  World  Conference  on  Work  for  the 
Blind  it  became  evident  that  many  persons,  both  in  the  United  States 
and  throughout  the  British  Empire,  were  deeply  impressed  with  the 
importance  of  adopting  a  uniform  type  for  the  English-reading  world, 
especially  for  books  of  international  interest.  It  was  felt  that  as  school 
text-books  for  children  are  of  little  value  outside  the  country  for  which 
they  are  prepared,  the  necessity  for  uniformity  of  type  for  such  books 
is  not  urgent.  Books,  however,  for  adults,  both  fiction  and  non- 
fiction,  have  a  general  appeal,  and  for  this  reason  one  edition  in  a 
uniform  type  would  meet  the  demand  wherever  English  is  read. 

'Since  the  cost  of  books  for  the  blind  must  be  met  not  by  the  in- 
dividual readers,  but  by  taxpayers  and  philanthropists,  workers  for 
the  blind  are  under  a  moral  obligation  to  conserve  book  publishing 
funds  in  every  way  possible.  It  is  wTith  a  strong  sense  of  this  moral 
obligation  that  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  and  its  Advisory 
Committee  on  Uniform  Type  have  approached  the  subject. 
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'In  order  to  reduce  to  a  minimum  the  number  of  obstacles  to  the 

adoption  of  a  uniform  system,  we  are  proposing  as  little  divergence  from 
grade  two  as  we  can  consistent  with  the  formulation  of  a  code  accept- 
able to  readers  in  the  United  States. 

'In  considering  contractions  and  abbreviations,  we  have  evaluated 
them  from  five  standpoints: 

1.  Their  clearness  of  expression. 

2.  The  degree  to  which  they  facilitate  reading  by  the  casual  as 
well  as  the  expert  reader. 

3.  Their  learnability. 

4.  The  extent  to  which  they  save  space. 

5.  The  extent  to  which  they  facilitate  writing. 

Tn  order  to  bring  our  negotiations  to  an  early  issue,  we  herewith 
submit  the  following  six  proposals  for  consideration: 

'I.  That  books  for  adults,  both  in  the  British  Empire  and  in  the 
United  States,  be  published  in  a  code  made  up  as  follows: 

A.  The  present  braille  alphabet  as  used  in  the  British  Empire  and 
the  United  States. 

B.  The  contractions  in  common  use  in  grade  two  except  the  follow- 
ing:    Christ,  Jesus,  God,  unto,  bb,  cc,  dd,  ff,  gg. 

C.  The  abbreviations  in  common  use  in  grade  two  except  the 
following:     Faith,  glory,  grace,  holy,  saith. 

D.  Point  6  to  be  used  as  the  capital  sign,  and  points  2-6  as  the 
italics  sign. 

'II.  That  certain  rules  governing  the  use  of  contractions  and 
abbreviations,  syllabication,  capitalization,  the  use  of  whole-word 
signs  as  part-word  signs,  the  sequence  of  words,  the  writing  of  Roman 
numerals,  and  the  writing  of  such  common  abbreviations  as  Mrs.,  Dr., 
etc.,  be  revised  in  such  a  way  as  to  remove  ambiguities,  inconsistencies, 
and  unnecessary  divergence  from  ink-print  practice. 

'III.  That  when  agreement  cannot  be  arrived  at  regarding  such 
usages  as  mentioned  in  II,  or  where  international  standardization  of 
certain  usages  seems  unnecessary  or  inadvisable,  the  regulation  of  such 
matters  be  left  to  the  determination  of  the  proper  authorities  in  the 
respective  countries  where  braille  publishing  is  carried  on. 

'IV.  That  a  standing  joint  uniform  type  committee  be  appointed 
to  continue  the  study  of  the  braille  system  with  a  view  to  ascertaining 
ways  in  which  the  code  may  be  further  improved  from  time  to  time,  by 
joint  action  of  the  proper  authorities  in  the  British  Empire  and  the 
United  States. 

'Y.  That  a  joint  clearing  house  be  established  to  which  all  braille 
printers  will  report  proposed  publications  in  order  to  avoid  duplication. 

'VI.  That  steps  be  taken  to  arrange  an  equitable  plan  for  inter- 
change of  braille  books  among  publishing  houses  or  libraries  in  the 
British  Empire  and  the  United  States.     ***** 

'The  conclusions  arrived  at  by  any  negotiations,  however,  must  be 
confirmed  either  by  the  A.A.I. B.  and  the  A.A.W.B.  in  convention 
assembled,  or  by  their  respective  Executive  Committees.  The  Executive 
Committee  of  the  A.A.W.B.  has  expressed  its  intention  to  act  for  the 
Association  on  this  subject  in  order  to  avoid  delaying  decision  until 
its  next  convention  in  1933.  The  A.A.I.B.  will  be  asked  to  pass  on 
the  results  of  our  negotiations  at  its  meeting  in  June  of  this  year.'  ' 
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BEAVER  COUNTY  BRANCH 
By  Mr.  Harvey  R.  Leonard 

The  Beaver  County  Branch  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the 
Blind,  in  conjunction  with  the  Beaver  Falls  Lions  Club,  has  just  closed  a 
very  successful  "Educational  Week  for  the  Blind."  The  "Week"  was 
promoted  by  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  represented  by  Mrs. 
Ida  Hirst-Gifford,  and  with  the  cooperation  of  the  Executive  Secretary  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind.  The  unstinted  efforts  and 
exceptional  organizing  ability  of  Mrs.  Gifford  deserves  every  atom  of  praise 
and  commendation.  Without  her,  the  "Week"  could  not  have  been 
successful. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  describe  the  effect  this  "Educational  Week" 
has  had  on  the  "seeing"  public — it  has  been  miraculous.  It  has  started 
them  to  buying  blind-made  articles;  and  this,  after  all,  has  been  our  ob- 
jective. The  market,  which  has  been  created,  will  be  like  the  cruse  of  oil 
that  could  not  be  exhausted.  It  will  keep  our  employable  blind  people 
gainfully  occupied,  and  in  effect,  this  will  be  equivalent  to  a  factory  starting 
up  in  our  County  with  an  equal  number  on  its  payroll.  Instead  of  being 
a  total  drain  on  our  present  meager  resources,  these  blind  people  will  thus 
be  helped  to  help  themselves,  and  incidentally,  put  more  money  into 
circulation. 

The  best  cure  for  a  depressed  person  is  to  come  into  contact  with  others 
less  fortunate  than  himself.  If  the  "Week"  had  done  nothing  more  than 
furnish  this  tonic,  it  would  have  been  well  worthwhile;  for,  after  watching 
these  blind  folks  at  their  work,  perfectly  contented  and  cheerful,  it  has 
made  the  rest  of  us,  who  are  endowed  with  all  of  our  faculties,  feel  like 
plain  "pikers."  If  it  were  possible  to  put  on  a  "Week  for  the  Blind" 
simultaneously  in  each  of  the  sixty-seven  Counties  of  Pennsylvania,  it 
would  do  more  to  cure  this  depression  than  words  can  express. 


BERKS  COUNTY  BRANCH 
By  Mrs.  Catherine  D.  Keller 

Perhaps  the  most  interesting  phase  of  our  work  for  this  quarter  was 
the  organizing  of  classes  for  homeworkers.  These  classes  were  designed 
for  the  purpose  of  rendering  greater  service  to  our  homework  department, 
by  providing  more  time  and  better  opportunities  for  teaching,  for  stimu- 
lating interest,  and  for  the  interchanging  of  new  ideas  among  the  workers. 

The  first  class  meeting  was  held  on  January  13.  Every  other  week, 
on  Wednesday  afternoon,  from  two  until  four,  the  homeworkers  meet  at 
headquarters.  The  attendance  ranges  from  ten  to  twelve,  and  in  time, 
it  is  expected  that  other  persons,  who  are  working  in  their  homes,  will  be 
encouraged  to  join  us. 

Then,  the  social  feature  is  important.  Once  a  month  on  class  day, 
from  three  thirty  until  four  o'clock,  refreshments  are  served.  On  these 
occasions,  friends  from  the  various  church  groups,  who  assisted  at  our 
Week  for  the  Blind,  are  invited  to  come  in  and  to  help  serve  refreshments. 
This  is  known  as  our  "Social  Half  Hour",  and  at  the  same  time,  opportunity 
is  afforded  our  visitors  to  become  more  closely  acquainted  with  the  work 
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in  general,  while  social  contact  is  developed  for  blind  persons  who  may 
need  it. 

Transportation  on  class  days  is  provided  by  the  Volunteer  Auto  Service, 
members  of  the  Lion's  Club,  and  other  interested  friends.  This  service 
is  especially  helpful  since  we  prefer  to  have  the  workers  come  to  class 
unassisted  by  members  of  the  family,  or  guides — too  many  extra  persons 
would  cause  confusion. 

We  are  glad  here  to  express  our  sincere  gratitude  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Hutchinson,  of  the  State  Council  for  the  Blind,  for  her  untiring  interest 
and  assistance  in  this  particular  work. 


BLAIR  COUNTY  BRANCH 

Helping  the  Blind 
By  Mr.  H.  L.  Johnston 

One  of  the  aims  of  the  Blair  County  Branch,  as  well  as  every  other 
Branch  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind,  is  to  find  employ- 
ment for  blind  persons  so  that  they  may  become  self-supporting,  and  not 
sacrifice  their  self-respect  by  becoming  a  charge  on  the  community  or 
County  in  which  they  reside. 

Those  who  have  been  deprived  of  their  sight  for  one  reason  or  another 
should  appreciate  the  interest  taken  in  them  by  persons,  who  are  animated 
by  altruistic  motives.  The  vast  majority  of  them  do.  They  realize  that 
they  have  been  subjected  to  a  very  serious  handicap,  which  has  largely 
deprived  them  of  the  privilege  of  earning  a  livelihood  by  the  ordinary 
methods  and  in  the  ordinary  channels  open  to  all  who  can  see. 

The  Supervisors  of  the  local  Branches,  acting  under  the  direction  of 
the  members  of  their  respective  Boards,  are  constantly  in  touch  with  the 
blind  and  are  willing  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  place  them  in  congenial 
and  profitable  work. 

Occasionally,  they  will  contact  with  a  blind  person  whom  it  is  next  to 
impossible  to  help.  He  may  be  reduced  to  such  circumstances  that  he  is 
willing  to  do  anything  at  first.  With  fair  prospects  ahead  of  him  he  becomes 
arrogant,  impetuous,  impudent,  or  uncivil.  He  assumes  that  he  must  be 
taken  care  of,  and,  as  a  consequence,  he  is  soon  out  of  a  job. 

Blind  persons  for  wThom  work  has  been  found,  whether  at  home,  in  the 
factory  or  shop,  or  as  a  salesman,  should  aim  to  do  their  best,  be  at  their 
best,  and  look  their  best.  They  should  be  kindly,  pleasant,  tactful,  and 
cheerful.  They  should  cultivate  a  good  speaking  voice.  They  should  not 
run  down  another  salesman's  goods,  or  question  his  methods.  They  should 
be  careful  about  their  personal  appearances — faces  washed,  hair  combed, 
linen  clean,  clothes  brushed,  and  shoes  shined.  A  careless,  slovenly,  un- 
kempt blind  person,  like  his  seeing  brother,  who  is  also  indifferent  to  his 
personal  appearance,  will  lose  many  sales  and  otherwise  suffer  in  pocket- 
book,  as  well  as  in  public  esteem. 

Blind  persons,  who  find  themselves  in  legitimate  Occupations,  start 
with  the  sympathy  and  interest  of  the  community.  They  should  do 
nothing  and  say  nothing  that  would  forfeit  the  good  opinion  of  the  people 
with  whom  they  come  in  contact. 


"Every  Home  a  Patron  of  Blind  Skill 


yy 


5  152  Clubs  of  the  State  Federation  of  Pennsylvania  Women, 
brought  us  nearer  to  the  realization  of  this  slogan,  by  holding  sales 
of  blind-made  products  during  the  1930-31  Club  year. 

5  Information  on  conducting  these  sales  can  be  obtained  from  any 
Branch  of  the  Association. 

*J  Will  your  club  help  make  this  year  100%  by  arranging  for  a  sale 
in  connection  with  your  program  ? 
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BUTLER  COUNTY  BRANCH 
By  Mr.  Wm.  McAlpine 

Butler  County  is  now  lined  up  with  those  having  a  Branch  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind. 

The  Butler  Lions  Club,  who  with  other  organizations  in  the  City  and 
County,  had  been  working  along  in  the  blind  prevention  work,  realized 
that  there  should  be  more  united  action,  and  that  there  should  be  more 
definite  information  as  to  the  number  requiring  assistance.  Discussion  of 
this  matter  with  Mr.  Latimer,  Executive  Secretary  of  the  Association, 
ended  in  Miss  Jean  Porterfield,  of  Johnstown,  coining  to  Butler,  who  with 
the  assistance  of  the  Butler  Lions  Club  made  a  survey  of  the  County. 
While  Miss  Porterfield  did  not  have  the  time  to  make  a  thorough  survey, 
nevertheless  she  discovered  some  fifty  blind  and  some  two  hundred  with 
impaired  vision  in  the  County — all  of  whom  needed  more  or  less  attention 
and  assistance.  The  Lions  Club  took  up  the  work  where  Miss  Porterfield 
left  off,  with  the  result  that  today  we  have  a  full  fledged  and  working 
Branch  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind. 

The  Executive  Committee  and  the  Board  of  Directors  have  as  their 
members,  men  and  women  of  various  organizations  and  clubs,  all  of  whom 
are  deeply  interested  in  the  work  of  the  Association. 

Our  Supervisor,  Edward  Plaisted,  writes  as  follows: — 

"The  Butler  County  Branch  is  now  only  three  months  old.  In  that 
length  of  time,  we  have  served  ninety-one  different  persons,  most  of  them 
directly;  and  have  added  about  six  new  cases  to  our  files.  Due  to  the  fact 
that  our  quarters  have  thus  far  been  limited  to  one  room,  we  have  had  to 
combine  office,  workshop,  and  sales  department,  and  though  we  have  not 
been  seriously  inconvenienced  so  far  by  crowding,  we  are  beginning  to 
feel  the  need  of  more  space.  Our  salesman,  Mr.  David  Bryan,  has  sold 
brooms,  brushes,  and  mops,  valued  at  approximately  one  hundred  and 
twenty-six  dollars,  since  he  started  on  February  19.  We  hope  to  increase 
this  amount  during  the  year,  in  which  event,  it  will  justify  us  to  establish 
a  shop.  Other  employment  has  thus  far  been  limited  to  chair  caning, 
canvassing  for  publicity,  and  janitor  service — all  of  which  work  has  been 
done  by  persons  on  our  files  at  a  profit  to  them.  We  have  not  attempted 
any  educational  publicity  as  yet,  beyond  passing  out  business  cards,  circu- 
lating letters,  and  one  half  day  sale,  which  the  Women's  Club  conducted 
at  the  Masonic  Hall,  shortly  before  our  office  opened." 


CAMBRIA  COUNTY  BRANCH 

Cooperation  of  School  and  The  Cambria  County  Branch 
By  Miss  Jean  Porterfield 

Cooperation  has  been  the  keynote  of  the  work  carried  on  jointly  by 
the  Cambria  County  Branch  and  the  Department  for  the  Blind  of  the 
Johnstown  Public  School  System.  For  the  children,  both  in  and  out  of 
school,  have  received  direct  benefits  from  the  efforts  of  this  Branch. 

The  Branch  first  provided  a  more  extensive  and  complete  program 
of  prevention   and  conservation.     Each   child   is  not  only  given   an   eye 
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examination  twice  each  year,  but  is  given  immediate  and  continued  cor- 
rective work.  The  financial  responsibility  of  this  work  is  taken  care  of 
by  the  Conservation  Committee  of  the  Johnstown  Lions  Club.  Then 
again,  when  a  child  is  found  suffering  from  malnutrition  or  is  ill  otherwise, 
he  is  sent  to  the  Supervisor  of  the  Branch,  who  not  only  finds  medical 
attention  for  the  youngster,  but  also  provides  medical  and  diet  correction 
if  needed.  Furthermore,  due  to  the  severe  economic  conditions,  the  Branch 
has  frequently  been  called  upon  this  winter  to  assist  in  finding  shoes  or 
clothing,  so  that  some  of  the  children  might  continue  their  work  at  school. 
Recreational  benefits  have  also  been  gained  by  the  students,  such  as  free 
tickets,  entertainments,  and  recreational  reading. 

Yet  the  most  important  phase  of  this  work  has  been  with  that  "Problem 
Group"  of  boys  and  girls,  who  for  many  reasons  found  it  necessary  to 
leave  school  before  their  work  had  been  completed.  It  has  been  with 
these  that  the  Branch  has  done  a  valuable  piece  of  work.  Special  classes 
in  sewing  and  recreational  reading  have  been  formed  for  the  girls,  which 
supplements  the  regular  homework.  Many  of  the  boys  have  found  help 
in  the  Sales  Department  of  the  Branch.  Some  selling  articles  made  by 
the  blind,  and  others  different  types  of  products.  Several  are  now  doing- 
some  of  the  chair  and  piano  work.  The  candy  machine  business  of  this 
district  has  been  turned  over  by  the  Branch  to  several  of  the  boys  of  this 
class.  Two  of  the  former  students  have  also  been  helped  in  home  read- 
justments, or  placed  in  special  homes  by  the  Branch.  Through  such  an 
interest,  a  regular  ''Interexchange  System"  has  been  developed,  by  which 
all  records  and  statistics  of  both  the  school  and  the  Branch  are  available 
to  further  aid  in  the  case  study  of  these  individuals. 

With  such  a  splendid  beginning,  it  is  more  than  evident  that  this  partic- 
ular type  of  work  shall  develop  in  the  future  into  one  of  the  most  important 
and  far-reaching  departments  of  the  Cambria  County  Branch. 


DAUPHIN  COUNTY  BRANCH 
By  Miss  Katherine  Hemler 

A  few  years  experience  as  a  volunteer  teacher  of  Braille  brought  to  me 
many  happy  memories  for  the  remainder  of  my  life.  The  sightless  people's 
responsiveness  to  direction,  their  courage  and  God-given  patience  are 
admirable.  One  pupil  who  was  not  satisfied  with  conquering  Braille  for 
herself,  looked  about  for  something  that  she  could  do  to  bring  cheer  and 
happiness  to  those  more  lonely  and  discouraged  than  she,  so  she  started 
a  round-robin  letter,  sent  it  to  names  and  addresses  that  she  saw  in  Braille 
magazines.  She  received  many  responses  from  sightless  people  in  many 
States,  expressing  their  pleasure  and  appreciation,  also  their  sorrows  and 
discouragements.  I  know  each  one  received  solace  and  courage  to  keep 
up  a  brave  heart.  She  possesses  inspiration  and  enthusiasm,  and  conveys 
it  to  those  with  whom  she  comes  in  contact. 

In  December  1931,  an  Auxiliary  to  the  Dauphin  County  Branch  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind  was  formed.  During  the  First 
Educational  Week  for  the  Blind,  many  new  members  were  obtained  for 
the  Auxiliary.  There  are  now  two  hundred  and  fifty-three  members,  all 
interested  in  our  work.     This  is  a  great  asset  to  our  Association. 

This  Organization  will  be  able  to  take  care  of  certain  phases  of  our 
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work,  which  could  not  well  be  taken  out  of  our  other  funds — such  as  improve- 
ments to  our  building,  fuel,  and  clothing  for  blind  persons,  radio  accessories 
and  other  luxuries. 

The  Auxiliary  has  purchased  thirty- two  white  canes  for  blind  persons. 
who  travel  alone.  These  protective  canes  are  to  be  used  as  a  blind  man 
naturally  uses  a  cane  until  he  comes  to  a  crossing  or  needs  assistance. 
Then  if  he  raises  the  tip  of  his  cane,  so  it  may  be  seen  above  his  shoulder, 
that  will  indicate  that  he  wants  help.  The  blind  seem  very  glad  to  have 
these  canes  and  will  make  good  use  of  them. 

Our  sincere  hope  is  that  we  may  receive  continued  cooperation  from 
all  the  good  friends  of  our  sightless  people  to  improve  their  conditions  and 
to  assist  them  in  bettering  their  modes  of  living. 


LACKAWANNA  BRANCH 
By  Mrs.  Mary  M.  Gunster 

Although  the  Lackawanna  Branch  has  been  without  a  regular  Super- 
visor since  December  1,  it  has  not  lacked  supervision.  The  Standing 
Committees  of  the  Board  and  Mr.  Peter  Stipp  in  particular,  have  been 
on  the  job,  giving  generously  of  their  time  and  service.  Every  possible 
effort  is  being  made  to  keep  the  blind  folks  busy  and  happy. 

Our  records  are  going  up.  We  now  have  three  hundred  and  eleven 
blind  and  partially  blind  on  our  files  with  a  number  of  new  cases  awaiting 
investigation.  People  have  come  to  know  that  when  something  needs  to 
be  done  for  their  eyes,  the  Association  finds  a  way  to  get  it  done.  With 
no  clinic  to  call  our  own,  the  oculists  of  the  city  give  freely  of  their  time 
and  service. 

Among  many  interesting  cases  about  which  we  might  tell  you,  our 
attention  was  called  to  a  little  boy  of  five,  foreign  parentage,  large  family, 
and  parents  indifferent.  It  was  hard  work  to  get  their  consent  to  take  the 
child  for  an  examination.  He  held  his  head  down  and  peeked  from  a 
corner  of  his  eyes,  groping  to  see.  The  oculist  saw  him  at  his  own  office 
regularly  for  weeks,  and  then  the  Lions  provided  hospital  care  for  six 
weeks.  He  came  from  there  holding  up  his  head  proudly  and  looking  the 
world  in  the  face.  He  is  being  carefully  watched,  and  is  on  the  road  to 
perfect  vision.     Is  it  worth  while? 

Two  hundred  and  six  persons  were  assisted  with  food  and  clothing 
during  the  past  quarter.  The  net  number  assisted  in  various  ways  was 
five  hundred  and  thirty-nine.  Forty-six  blind  people  were  given  employ- 
ment, and  earned  $1,744.91. 

The  Braille  edition  of  "Th;e  Seer"  made  its  initial  bow  here  at  the 
shop,  and  the  workers  are  finding  much  pleasure  in  learning  about  what 
the  other  fellows  are  doing. 

In  a  recreational  wray,  about  fifty  blind  persons  and  their  friends  had 
the  pleasure  of  hearing  Mr.  George  Arliss  in  his  inimitable  play,  "The 
Man  Who  Played  God".  They  were  the  guests  of  Mr.  William  J.  Cosgrove, 
Manager  of  the  Strand  Theatre.  A  party  was  given  to  .our  blind  workers 
by  our  Secretary,  Mrs.  de  Bussy;  our  Miss  Davis  has  continued  her  regular 
daily  readings;  and  our  "Flower  Lady"  has  made  frequent  visits,  bringing 
flowers  to  be  enjoyed  by  our  workers. 
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LANCASTER  COUNTY  BRANCH 

By  Mr.  Francis  S.  Graves 

The  real  event  of  the  last  quarter,  so  far  as  the  Lancaster  County 
Branch  of  the  Association  is  concerned,  was  the  removal  of  the  local  head- 
quarters from  218  East  King  Street  to  320  North  Queen  Street. 

The  new  location  is  more  central  than  the  old  one,  and  has  double  the 
floor  space.     These  facts  make  possible  a  greater  diversification  of  activities. 

Plans  are  now  being  made  to  add  carpet  and  rug  weaving  to  the  lines 
of  occupation  already  carried  on  in  Lancaster.  This  will  mean  more  steady 
employment  for  those  working  at  the  shop,  and  will  make  it  possible  to 
give  work  to  additional  capable  blind  men  and  women. 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Lancaster  County  Branch  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Association  for  the  Blind  and  the  Supervisor,  are  anxious  to  have 
all  workers  for  the  blind  and  those  interested  in  the  advancement  and 
growth  of  the  work  to  visit  the  new  salesroom  and  workshop.  Any  sug- 
gestions, from  any  source  whatsoever,  relative  to  new  lines  of  occupations, 
or  methods  of  improving  the  old  lines  of  endeavor,  will  be  deeply  ap- 
preciated. 


LEHIGH  COUNTY  BRANCH 

Guide  Dogs  in  Placement 
By  Mr.  G.  Ernest  Ward 

As  we  review  the  entire  handicap  of  blindness,  and  endeavor  to  sub- 
divide it  into  its  various  digits,  we  find  that  two  points  stand  out  phenom- 
enally:— The  inability  of  a  blind  person  to  read,  and  the  inability  of  a 
blind  person  to  move  about  with  sufficient  ease  and  safety,  as  to  make 
locomotion  practical.  From  entirely  an  economic  standpoint,  the  latter  of 
these  two  phases  is  more  inconvenient.  A  brief  study  of  successful  blind 
people  will  show  that  those  who  have  acquired  the  ability  to  move  from 
place  to  place  unassisted  are  more  likely  to  be  in  the  fore. 

When  we  were  first  approached  on  the  question  of  dogs  as  guides  for 
blind  people,  it  is  but  fair  to  own  that  we  were  not  at  all  familiar  with  the 
abilities  of  dogs,  and  were  just  a  little  skeptical.  The  question  seemed  to 
hinge  largely  around  the  possibility  of  the  dog  being  more  trouble  than  the 
service  he  could  render  would  be  worth.  On  December  19,  1931,  three 
blind  men  arrived  in  Allen  town  from  Morristown,  New  Jersey,  with  trained 
guide  dogs,  and  for  a  little  more  than  three  months  these  dogs  have  been 
under  our  careful  and  interested  observation.  In  two  of  the  three  instances 
just  mentioned,  the  dogs  have  acquitted  themselves  with  such  conclusive 
satisfaction,  that  we  have  gone  through  a  period  of  great  revelation.  In 
the  third  case,  we  know  that  there  is  some  deep  seated  cause,  which  tias 
rendered  the  guide  dog  not  as  useful  to  its  master  as  it  is  in  the  other  two 
cases,  but  we  hope  that  this  trouble  may  be  found  and  corrected  in  the 
near  future. 

It  takes  but  an  instant's  thought  to  bring  to  light  the  problems  of  a 
totally  blind  man  in  the  candy  vending  machine  business,  which  we  have 
in  Allentown ;  or  the  totallv  blind  salesman,  whom  we  did  have  in  this 
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community.  Our  experience  proved  conclusively  that  the  great  handicap 
in  the  case  of  our  blind  salesman  was  the  guide.  In  fifteen  months  of 
ceaseless  effort,  this  problem  was  never  adequately  solved.  The  Guide 
Dog  would  have  been  the  answer.  It  is  a  fact  that  our  men  with  their 
dogs  are  able  to  cover  the  entire  City  at  a  pace  equivalent  to  an  average 
sighted  person's  speed. 

Only  today,  a  very  estimable  gentlemen  remarked  to  me  that  the  dogs 
must  be  worth  their  weight  in  gold  to  their  sightless  owners.  The  dogs 
cannot  possibly  be  measured  with  the  financial  yardstick.  To  say  that  a 
Guide  Dog  is  worth  her  weight  in  gold,  is  the  same  thing  as  saying  that 
one's  eyes  are  worth  their  weight  in  gold. 

Two  of  our  men,  possessing  dogs,  have  no  homes  and  no  family  on 
whom  to  rely.  They  are,  therefore,  utterly  dependent  on  their  guides. 
One  of  these  men  never  traveled  alone  in  the  City  until  he  procured  a 
dog,  and  the  other  traveled  short  distances  very  slowly,  facing  hazards 
which  were  too  great  to  ask  any  man  to  face.  It  is  to  be  noted  emphatic- 
ally, that  these  hazards  of  the  street  and  highway  are  increasing  annually. 

It  seems  to  us  that  the  Guide  Dogs  do  these  things  for  their  blind 
masters — it  releases  them  from  a  sentence  of  confinement,  which  circum- 
stances have  undeservedly  cast  to  their  lot;  it  raises  them  tenfold  in  the 
possibilities  of  successful  economic  struggle  for  life;  and  it  does  yet  another 
thing  which  many  have  overlooked.  The  human  race,  as  a  race,  is  a  lover 
of  dogs.  Dogs  possess  qualities  which  many  of  their  masters  would  do 
well  to  acquire.  Because  of  this  love  for  dogs,  a  blind  person  with  a  guide 
dog,  is  given  a  wonderful  opportunity  to  make  contacts  and  friends,  which 
he  could  never  have  made  without  the  interposition  of  his  guide.  It  is  a 
fact  that  our  candy  machine  man,  time  and  time  again,  since  being  in 
possession  of  his  Guide  Dog,  has  gone  back  to  prospective  locations  for 
machines  where  previously  he  had  been  turned  away,  and  through  the 
interest  and  goodwill  created  by  the  Guide  Dog,  has  gained  a  new  and 
profitable  location.  Two  hours  a  day  is  more  time  than  a  blind  person 
would  need  to  give  to  his  Guide  Dog  for  the  attention  it  requires.  We 
have  experienced  waiting  two  weeks  for  a  human  guide. 


NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY  BRANCH 
By  Mrs.  A.  G.  Kern 

Our  quarterly  meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday  evening  March  first,  at 
Hellertown.  Our  Supervisor,  Miss  Pearl  Grant,  gave  a  very  interesting- 
report.  She  made  ninety-four  calls  during  the  past  three  months,  friendly 
and  business. 

Mr.  Nicholas,  of  New  York,  has  made  the  third  subscription  to  the 
Reader's  Digest,  which  is  circulated  among  the  accomplished  Braille  readers 
in  our  county. 

Mr.  H.  R.  Latimer,  Executive  Secretary  of  the  Association,  whose 
presence  is  always  an  inspiration,  was  present  at  our  meeting.  At  his 
suggestion,  action  was  taken  to  procure  the  names  of  various  merchants 
in  our  communities,  and  interest  them  in  selling  articles  made  by  the  blind. 

Miss  Evelyn  Carpenter,  and  her  assistant,  Mrs.  English,  visited  the 
Nazareth  Schools  in  January.     At  a  later  date  Mrs.   English  tested  the 
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eyes  of  the  children  in  the  first  and  second  grades,  finding  nineteen  children, 
who  had  defective  vision. 

On  Friday  evening,  April  29,  the  Glee  Club  from  the  Pennsylvania 
Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,  Overbrook,  Philadelphia,  will 
give  an  entertainment  in  the  Chapel  of  St.  John's  Lutheran  Church, 
Nazareth,  Pa.  Articles  made  by  the  blind  will  be  offered  for  sale.  The 
entertainment  is  sponsored  by  the  Directors  of  the  Northampton  County 
Branch,  and  the  Lion's  Club  of  Nazareth. 


PHILADELPHIA  BRANCH 

The  Story  of  Ellen  Chain 
By  Miss  Evelyn  Carpenter 

Ellen  Chain,  a  little  girl  with  brown  curls  and  brown  eyes,  took  her 
first  peep  at  the  world  seven  years  ago.  Her  heritage  was  not  enviable — 
no  home  to  call  her  own,  no  father, — at  least  not  one  whose  name  could 
be  given  legally  to  his  child, — and  a  mother  scantily  equipped,  physically 
and  mentally,  for  her  responsibility  of  motherhood. 

In  spite  of  an  irregular  and  unstable  home  life,  Ellen's  babyhood  was 
safely  bridged,  and  at  six  she  started  shyly  to  school,  not  a  sturdy  child, 
but  happy  and  thrilled  with  the  thought  that  she  was  going  to  read  books. 
Reading  was  easy  for  Ellen  and  when  school  closed  for  the  summer  vacation, 
she  was  a  little  sad  at  the  thought  of  the  long  weeks  before  she  would  be 
exploring  the  mysteries  of  second  grade. 

Then  August  came,  and  tragedy.  One  day  Ellen  was  playing  with 
some  children;  splashing  in  the  brook,  skipping  stones,  and  almost  for- 
getting the  ache  for  school  when  suddenly  she  began  rubbing  her  eyes. 
They  smarted  terribly — she  thought  perhaps  some  sand  had  blown  in  them, 
maybe  they  were  poisoned.  Anyway  she  could  not  play  comfortably,  so 
she  went  home.  Her  good  mother  bathed  them,  and  did  all  the  things 
she  had  ever  heard  of  doing  for  eyes,  including  those  suggested  by  interested 
neighbors.  Still  Ellen's  eyes  were  red  and  sore  and  they  looked  smoky. 
Ellen  said,  "They  were  smoky." 

Finally  local  doctors  were  called  in,  and  a  nearby  hospital  was  visited, 
but  there  is  a  Avide  gap  between  the  busy  doctor's  office,  and  patients  who 
do  not  understand  "blood  tests"  and  medicine  "rubbed  on"  or  "put  in 
with  a  needle".  So  Ellen's  mother  waited  for  her  child  to  outgrow  the 
trouble.  Some  other  mothers'  little  girls  had — why  not  her's.  But  all 
Ellen  outgrew  was  her  sight,  most  of  it,  and  school  began  in  the  fall  with 
one  member  of  second  grade  missing. 

Then  came  another  day — 'not  a  tragic  one.  News  of  Ellen's  eyes 
reached  the  Philadelphia  Branch  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the 
Blind  and  again  a  doctor,  a  very  wise  doctor  and  a  hospital  came  into  the 
picture.  This  time  there  was  no  gap  between  them  and  an  anxious  mother, 
because  she  wTas  told  so  plainly,  so  honestly,  and  so  kindly  that  everything 
was  quite  clear.  She  understood  "blood  tests,"  the  medicine  "rubbed  on" 
and  "put  in  with  a  needle,"  and  she  could  hardly  wait  for  her  little  girl's 
treatments  to  begin — two  every  week.     Not  one  was  missed. 

Is  it  time  to  tell  a  secret?  Ellen  is  going  back  to  school,  to  second 
grade,  in  September. 
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PITTSBURGH  BRANCH 

Pittsburgh  Steps  Out 
By  Mr.  Oscar  Gibson 

We  can  safely  say  that  the  Pittsburgh  Branch  has  made  notable  progress 
in  providing  additional  comfort  and  opportunity  for  the  blind  people 
residing  in  this  district.  The  new  building  which  it  recently  acquired  at 
308  South  Craig  Street,  Pittsburgh,  insures  ample  space,  good  lighting  and 
heating  facilities,  and  especially  the  chance  to  branch  out  into  several  new- 
lines  of  endeavor. 

This  location  will  permit  an  excellent  display  of  goods  produced  by 
the  blind.  Besides  the  usual  articles,  including  brooms,  mops,  brushes, 
caned  chairs,  rugs,  embroidery,  and  sewing,  new  features  will  be  added, 
such  as  upholstering  and  shoe  repairing.  Arrangements  have  been  made 
whereby  each  department  will  receive  adequate  attention,  publicity,  and 
efficient  service,  so  that  none  will  operate  to  the  exclusion  of  the  other. 
The  details  for  all  departments  have  been  so  carefully  considered  that 
there  will  be  no  conflicting  one  with  the  other,  yet  all  will  be  easy  of  access, 
receiving  maximum  service  with  the  minimum  of  time  and  labor. 

In  addition  to  the  display  rooms,  the  first  floor  will  include  a  Training 
Stand,  operated  and  maintained  for  the  purpose  of  equipping  men  to 
conduct  independent  commercial  enterprises.  This  special  training  imparts 
valuable  information  to  those  best  qualified  for  success  in  commercial 
undertakings.  This  floor  will  further  afford  a  shipping  room  of  ample 
proportions,  and  will  contain  the  Department  of  Social  Welfare,  messenger 
and  transportation  service,  and  an  Experimental  craft  department,  of 
utmost  importance  in  discovering  and  securing  opportunities  to  enlarge 
the  field  of  employment  for  our  blind  people,  and  determine  the  particular 
work  best  suited  to  the  individual.  The  service  of  a  cloak  room  will  be 
available,  where  belongings  of  the  staff,  patrons  and  visitors  will  be  ac- 
cepted, checked,  and  returned  with  all  due  care  and  accuracy. 

The  second  floor  will  accommodate  the  executive  offices  required  for 
the  supervision  and  furtherance  of  the  several  industries  represented. 
Closely  connected  with  the  executive  offices,  is  the  Department  of  General 
Health  and  Prevention  of  Blindness,  capably  directed  by  a  trained  nurse, 
and  favored  twice  each  week  with  the  services  of  a  competent  physician. 
In  every  instance,  this  service  is  given  without  charge,  and  in  needy  cases, 
free  medicine  is  often  furnished.  This  floor  further  includes,  the  Weaving 
Room  and  girl's  sewing  room,  while  the  middle  section  comprises  an  audi- 
torium well  designed  to  serve  the  dual  purpose  of  providing  a  diningroom 
for  the  workers,  and  a  place  where  social  functions  and  general  gatherings 
may  be  held.  A  public  reading  room  and  library  will  be  inaugurated  for 
visitors,  whose  interest  and  cooperation  is  most  important  in  the  develop- 
ment of  our  project. 

The  third  floor  is  devoted  to  the  various  men's  industrial  departments, 
so  regulated  that  ample  light,  heat,  space,  ventilation,  and  conveniences, 
are  enjoyed  by  all — with  the  possibility  of  employment'  for  many  more 
blind  people,  should  subsequent  conditions  make  this  demand. 

The  Departments  for  Homework,  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness,  for 
Social  Welfare,  and  for  the  Placement  of  blind  workers,  operate  extensively 
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throughout  the  district,  and  serve  those  blind  people  who  are  not  regularly 
employed  in  the  Departments  previously  mentioned.  Our  present  location 
is  ideal,  being  in  close  proximity  to  the  Carnegie  Library,  which  contains 
.1  well  organized  and  comprehensive  department  for  the  blind.  Nearby 
is  the  University  of  Pittsburgh,  Western  Pennsylvania  School  for  the 
Blind,  and  other  well  known  educational  centers.  This  atmosphere  of 
culture  and  refinement,  coupled  with  the  opportunity  of  expansion  and 
extended  service,  should  materially  promote  the  welfare  of  those  blind 
with  whom  we  are  now,  and  shall  be  in  contact.  It  is  our  fond  hope  that 
we  can  so  develop  cooperation  and  confidence,  that  our  further  progress 
and  achievement  will  be  of  interest  and  service  to  all.  The  wisdom  and 
careful  thought  exercised  by  those  who  evolved  these  plans  is  already 
evident,  but  their  full  significance  can  be  appreciated  only  as  time  shall 
manifest  the  fair  results  of  their  prudent  judgment. 


VENANGO  COUNTY  BRANCH 

Warning  to  Other  Branches 
By  Miss  Georgiana  E.  Trainor 

The  following  notice  appeared  in  the  "Oil  City  Blizzard"  and  the 
"Franklin  Herald,"  March  23;  was  broadcast  over  Radio  Station  WLBW 
of  Oil  City,  April  15;  and  will  appear  in  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  organ's 
next  issue,  and  the  Federation  "Messenger,"  the  magazine  published  by 
the  State  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs: — 

"Blind  of  Pennsylvania  Not  Getting  Aid  from  Sales  of  Goods". 

"Rug  salesmen  representing  the  Blind  Weavers  of  America,  who 
deliberately  convey  the  impression  to  housewives  that  their  goods  are 
made  by  blind  persons  in  Pittsburgh,  Philadelphia,  and  other  cities  have 
no  connection  with  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind,  or  any  of 
its  Branches;  or  any  organization  for  the  blind  in  the  State,  and  the  money 
received  does  not  benefit  blind  people  in  Pennsylvania.  Salesmen  have 
appeared  in  Pittsburgh,  Altoona,  Reading,  Oil  City,  and  many  other  cities 
with  these  rugs,  and  the  impression  is  given  that  through  their  purchase, 
work  for  the  blind  will  be  furthered;  and  it  is  to  protect  those,  who  might 
purchase  these  articles  with  the  impression  that  they  were  aiding  local  or 
State  Organizations  for  the  Blind  in  Pennsylvania,  that  this  warning  has 
been  issued.  All  duly  authorized  salesmen  representing  the  Pennsylvania 
Association  for  the  Blind,  will  be  provided  with  letters  proving  their 
identity." 

Perhaps  this  is  an  old  story  to  most  of  our  Branches.  Certainly  it  is 
old  to  Venango  County,  for  these  very  salesmen  sold  hundreds  of  rugs 
here  about  three  years  ago,  before  our  Branch  was  organized.  The  matter 
seems  to  have  been  taken  up  before  Federal  Courts,  but  little  has  been 
accomplished.  That  the  Blind  Weavers  of  America  arc  not  on  the  level, 
and  know  it,  seems  quite  apparent  in  their  own  literature.  Note  the 
following  paragraphs  copied  from  their  own  folder,  and  which  appeared 
in  the  "Chicago  Journal,"  February  3,  1928: — 
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bringing  such  opportunities  to 
the  attention  of  the  Association, 
will  assist  us  to  increase  our 
service  to  the  blind  along  these 
lines. 
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"Blind  Set  Up  Rug  Business" 

"Weavers  Rent  Cottage  and  Design  Art  Coverings  at  a  Good  Profit." 

"Renting  their  own  one-story  red  brick  cottage,  at  2215  South  Turner 
Avenue,  a  group  of  trained  blind  weavers  have  chosen  to  work  under 
financing  and  management  of  sighted,  and  have  set  themselves  up  in  the 
business  of  weaving  attractive  rag  rugs."  *  *  *  ******  *  *  These  blind 
weavers  say,  "Other  managements  in  factories  similar  to  their  own  exploited 
their  talents,  and  used  their  affliction  as  a  means  of  selling  rugs  to  house- 
wives, while  at  the  same  time  they  sold  additional  rugs  not  made  by  the 
blind."  Yet  in  another  place  in  the  same  folder,  we  are  given  to  under- 
stand that  their  own  chenille  rugs  are  made  by  sighted  people,  and  knotted 
by  the  blind,  a  fact  which  their  salesmen  are  instructed  to  conceal. 

Apparently  they  recognize  the  right  of  blind  people  to  resent  capitali- 
zation of  their  handicap,  but  they  are  not  willing  to  respect  it.  The  type 
of  sob  salesmanship  used  by  these  men  ought  to  be  sufficient  reason  for 
genuine  organizations  that  have  the  interest  of  the  blind  at  heart  to  bring 
suit  against  them. 

The  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind  does  not  want  pity  for  its 
workers.  Blind  people  are  necessarily  very  much  limited  in  their  choice 
of  employment,  it  is  true,  but  real  independence  can  be  achieved  only 
when  our  work  is  judged  solely  on  its  merit;  and  all  we  ask  is  a  sporting- 
chance. 

We  hope  that  other  Branches  may  profit  by  our  experience  in  Venango 
County.  Pitiless  publicity  seems  to  be  the  only  method  by  which  the 
Blind  Weavers'  salesmen  can  be  effectively  deterred  from  misrepresenting 
facts  in  Pennsvlvania. 


WILKES-BARRE  BRANCH 
By  Mrs.  Arline  P.  Garber 

On  February  24,  the  Wilkes-Barre  Branch  was  presented  with  an 
automobile  from  an  interested  friend,  the  donor's  name  being  withheld 
by  special  request.  One  of  our  new  directors,  Mr.  R.  H.  Levy,  owner  of 
the  Kingston  Cake  Company,  has  offered  to  finance  any  repairs  to  this 
car,  which  may  be  necessarv  at  any  time.  Incidentally,  Mr.  Levy  adds 
much  sweetness  to  the  Branch  by  large,  generous  donations  of  delicious 
cake.  For  a  long  time,  the  Branch  has  felt  keenly  the  need  for  an  auto- 
mobile, and  the  little  car  has  already  proven  its  worth.  New  territory 
has  been  opened  for  business.  The,  work  of  the  Prevention  of  Blindness 
Department  is  greatly  facilitated.  The  Prevention  Department  is  growing 
so  rapidly  that  the  Branch  is  financially  unable  to  meet  the  increasing 
demand  for  service;  however,  a  way  will  undoubtedly  be  found  to  meet 
this  difficulty.  Mr.  Lea  Hunt  has  been  most  generous  in  his  contributions 
to  this  work. 

Nothing  is  more  appealing  to  the  human  heart  than  a  true  story  of 
courage — a  story  of  an  individual  who  has  met  and  conquered  one  of 
life's  tragedies.  One  year  ago,  Walter  J.  Moran,  227  Rutter  Avenue, 
Kingston,  had  his  sight — today,  he  is  totally  blind.  For  months  he  was 
utterly  discouraged,  and  constantly  asked  himself  what  he  could  possibly 
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do  with  life  in  the  dark.     Through  a  radio  address  he  learned  of  the  local 

Association,  and  his  frequent  visits  to  the  headquarters  gave  him  new- 
hope  and  courage.  He  has  learned  to  read  and  write  Braille  and  is  an 
excellent  typist.  During  the  recent  Community  Chest  campaign,  he 
rendered  valuable  service  on  the  Speakers'  Bureau.  His  case  has  been 
referred  to  the  State  Bureau  of  Rehabilitation,  and  arrangements  are  now 
under  way  for  his  training  in  salesmanship  and  clerical  work  at  the  Wilkes- 
Barre  Branch. 


Our  readers  will  be  interested  in  the  following  excerpt  from  a  letter 
of  Miss  Betty  Hirsch,  of  Berlin,  Germany,  dated  February  17,  1932: — 

"I  was  very  much  pleased  to  receive  your  kind  letter  and  "The  Seer" 
you  sent  me,  and  I  thank  you  most  heartily  for  thinking  of  me.  I  certainly 
think  it  a  great  event  that  you  have  managed  to  get  new  and  better  premises 
in  this  critical  time,  and  I  congratulate  you  on  this  occasion.  It  is  wonder- 
ful what  you  can  do  in  America,  I  adore  that  country,  as  it  still  is  the 
country  of  all  possibility.  To  live  in  a  land  where  you  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  accomplishing  all  your  ideas,  has  always  been  my  longing.  Even 
if  I  like  the  fights  one  has  to  do  here  in  this  old  country,  sometimes  it  seems 
to  be  too  straining  on  your  nerves." 


EVIDENCE  OF  APPRECIATION 

The  Seer  is  glad  to  publish  the  following  paragraphs  illustrating  the 
philanthropic  and  altruistic  attitude  of  the  blind  boys  and  girls,  and  also 
the  blind  men  and  women  of  Pennsylvania.  Especially  is  The  Seer  glad 
to  do  this  because  of  the  frequent  statement  that  handicapped  people  are 
unappreciative,  if  not  veritable  ingrates. 

An  interesting  piece  of  welfare  work  is  being  carried  on  by  the  Saturday 
Evening  Club — a  girls'  club  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  School  for  the 
Blind.  These  girls  are  maintaining  six  Chinese  girls  in  a  mission  school 
in  Southern  China.  The  Saturday  Evening  Club  is  interested  in  other 
welfare  work  of  a  local  nature,  but  assume  entire  responsibility  of  the 
maintenance  of  these  six  Chinese  girls. 

A  similar  piece  of  social  work  is  under  way  by  the  employees  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind,  who  are  arranging  for  a  benefit 
performance  to  be  given  in  the  auditorium  at  308  South  Craig  Street  on 
Monday  Evening,  May  9,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Harris  Family  Help  Family 
Plan.  The  original  idea  of  the  Harris  Family  Help  Family  Plan  was  that 
one  family  should  contribute  one  hundred  dollars  to  take  care  of  a  needy 
family  for  three  months.  Since  our  employees  are  unable  to  do  this  in- 
dividually, the  idea  of  uniting  their  efforts  and  resources  to  raise  a  sub- 
stantial sum  to  be  contributed  to  this  Campaign  resulted  in  the  determi- 
nation to  give  the  above  mentioned  benefit. 


Make  your  last  Will  and  Testament  in  favor  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind,  Inc. 
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THIS  issue  is  dedicated  to  Mr.  James  McA. 
Duncan,  whose  wise  guidance  and  sym- 
pathetic interest,  during  an  administration  of 
eight  years  as  President,  1924-1932,  have  made 
possible  the  Association's  growth  from  four  to 
fourteen  Branches,  and  its  corresponding  in- 
creased service  to  the  blind  people  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 
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WHAT  THE  SEER  SEES 

THE  SEER  sees  with  much  gratification,  from  the  Liaison  Leaflet, 
issued  by  the  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  July,  1932,  that  uniform 
braille  for  the  English-reading  world,  mentioned  at  length  in  our 
last  issue,  is  at  last  a  practical  reality.  By  resolutions  of  the 
American  Association  of  Instructors  of  the  Blind  and  of  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  American  Association  of  Workers  for  the  Blind,  the  follow- 
ing Committee  was  appointed  to  confer  with  the  British  in  London,  July  18: 
L.  W.  Rodenberg,  Illinois  School  for  the  Blind,  Jacksonville,  Illinois; 
George  F.  Meyer,  Supervisor,  Braille  and  Sight-saving  Classes,  Minneapolis, 
Minnesota;  and  Robert  B.  Irwin,  Executive  Director,  American  Foundation 
for  the  Blind,  New  York,  N.  Y.  This  Committee  consists  solely  of  blind 
people,  preeminently  equipped  by  temperament  and  experience  to  represent 
America  in  this  matter.  It  is  further  very  reassuring  to  know  that  Mr.  A.  C. 
Ellis,  Superintendent  of  the .  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind, 
Dr.  H.  H.  B.  Meyer,  Director,  Project  Books  for  the  Blind  of  the  Library  of 
Congress,  as  well  as  Mr.  M.  C.  Migel,  President  of  the  American  Foundation 
for  the  Blind,  will  also  be  in  London  while  the  Committee  is  in  session,  in 
order  to  work  out  with  the  British  authorities  the  most  practicable  plan  for 
making  braille  books  available  throughout  the  English-reading  world,  no 
matter  where  they  are  published. 

TALKING  Books  seem  to  The  Seer,  from  the  above-mentioned  Liaison 
Leaflet,  to  be  the  next  important  'development  in  publishing  for  the 
blind.  The  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  has  been  conducting  for 
some  months  an  investigation  into  the  possibilities  of  this  project.  Recent 
developments  in  the  sound  reproduction  field  have  cleared  away  some  of  the 
technical  difficulties,  and  printing  books  on  phonograph  records  now  seems 
to  be  feasible.  There  will  be  opened  by  the  Foundation  within  a  few  weeks 
an  experimental  sound  reproduction  studio  in  which  the  many  problems 
connected  with  publishing  books  on  long-playing  phonograph  records  will 
be  studied.  A  small,  compact,  inexpensive,  electric  phonograph  is  also  being 
developed  for  the  playing  of  these  records. 

A  demonstration  of  the  new  records  and  the  phonograph  was  made  at  the 
New  York  Institute  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind  during  the  recent  con- 
vention of  the  American  Association  of  Instructors  of  the  Blind.  Several 
records  containing  short  stories  were  played,  and  the  reception  accorded 
this  demonstration  by  both  blind  and  seeing  persons  was  most  gratifying. 
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Every  Home  a  Patron  of  Blind  Skill 
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5  152  Clubs  of  the  State  Federation  of  Pennsylvania  Women, 
brought  us  nearer  to  the  realization  of  this  slogan,  by  holding  sales 
of  blind-made  products  during  the  1930-31  Club  year. 

5  Information  on  conducting  these  sales  can  be  obtained  from  any 
Branch  of  the  Association. 

5  Will  your  club  help  make  this  year  100%  by  arranging  for  a  sale 
in  connection  with  your  program? 
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THE  passing-  of  Mr.  John  Ashhurst,  Librarian  of  the  Free  Library  of 
Philadelphia  since  1916,  who  died  April  22,  1932,  is  a  matter  of  distincl 
regret  to  all  blind  people  and  friends  whose  privilege  it  was  to  know  him. 
It  was  due  to  his  sympathetic  cooperation  that  Jeanette  Freed,  Overbrook 
graduate,  was  appointed  a  typist  in  the  Department  of  Books  for  the  Blind, 
when  the  Free  Library  moved  into  its  new  building  on  Logan  Square  in  1927. 
His  life  interest  was  concretely  demonstrated  by  a  bequest  of  $25,000.00  to 
the  Library. 


A  WORD  FROM  THE  FOUNDATION 

THE  Executive  Director,  Mr.  Robert  B.  Irwin,  wrote  to  us  very  gener- 
ously on  May  7,  1932,  as  follows:— 

"I  have  just  finished  reading  the  May  issue  of  'The  Seer',  and  wish  to 
congratulate  you  on  its  interesting  contents.  I  am  delighted  to  know  that 
you  have  been  successful  in  arranging  to  have  it  brought  out  in  braille. 

"While  the  magazine  is  of  course  designed  for  a  Pennsylvania  audience, 
the  first-hand  accounts  of  the  work  in  each  center  from  issue  to  issue  give  a 
picture  of  what  is  being  done  in  the  various  Pennsylvania  cities,  which 
would  be  suggestive  to  other  communities  of  similar  size  scattered  through- 
out the  country.  I  can  think  of  scores  of  communities  wmich  could  be  and 
should  be  carrying  on  similar  wx>rk,  though  today  the}7  imagine  they  have 
no  real  problem  of  blind  people  of  sufficient  importance  to  wrarrant  the 
establishment  of  a  special  organization. 

"I  know  there  are  a  lot  of  blind  people  in  Pennsylvania  who  will  welcome 
the  braille  edition  of  this  magazine.  I  would  like  to  see  it  in  the  hands  of 
thoughtful  blind  people  in  many  cities  outside  of  Pennsylvania.  It  would 
furnish  public  spirited  blind  men  and  women  with  a  lot  of  ammunition  for 
their  fight  to  get  their  fellow  citizens  to  do  something  in  an  organized  wTay 
to  give  blind  people  a  sporting  chance  to  become  useful  members  of  their 
communities." 


SPECIAL  NOTICES 

OWING  to  the  financial  distress  in  which  all  our  Branches  find  themselves 
this  year,  it  is  deemed  wise  to  omit  the  Annual  Conference  set  for 
October,  1932.  The  several  Standing  Committees,  however,  are  requested 
to  proceed  with  their  work,  as  if  they  were  to  report  to  the  Conference  in 
October.  If  these  Committees  will  proceed  in  this  manner,  reporting  their 
recommendations  to  the  Executive  Secretary,  these  recommendations  will 
be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee  for  incorporation  into  the  policies 
and  practices  of  the  Association,  and  will  be  duly  published  in  the  Con- 
ference Number  of  "The  Seer",' November,  1932. 

DUE  again  to  financial  limitations,  "The  Seer"  is  reducing  twenty-live 
per  cent  of  its  gross  space,  approximating  fifty  per  cent  of  its  news 
space.  We  are,  therefore,  forced  to  omit  much  interesting  matter,  which 
we  have  received  and  to  abridge  still  more. 

BUTLER  County  has  added  the  fourteenth  Branch  to  the  Association 
during  the  past  year;  and  your  attention  is  called  to  the  tables  on 
pages  20,  21,  and  23  of  this  issue,  showing  the  activities  of  the  Association 
for  the  vear  ending  May  31,  1932. 
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P.  Herpert  Reigner 
Reading 


-mm 


E.  V.  D.  Selden  Daniel  N.  Slep 

Oil  City  Altoona 


L.  A.  Watres 

E.  J.  C.  Grohman 

P.  F.  KlELTY 

George  E.  Wolfe 

Scranton 

Vice  Chairman 

Vice  Chairman 

Johnstown 

Butler 

"VVilkes-Barre 

A.  E.  CRAIG 

CHARLESTON,  ILLINOIS 

Broom  Corn  Dealer 

In  Illinois  and  Western 
Broom  Corn  in  local 
and  car  load  lots. 


I  have  been  in  the  same  business  at  the  same 
old  stand  for  over  twenty-five  years 


AMERICAN  HEADQUARTERS 

FOR 

CHINA  REEDS,  SPLIT  RATTAN,  SPLIT  BAMBOO 

BAHIA  FIBRE,  BASSINE,  AJAX  FIBRE 

AFRICAN  FIBRE 

Complete  stocks  for  quick  delivery 

RICE  FIBRE— 9",  14",  16",  18"— no  waste— no  sorting— the 
best  substitute  for  Broom  Coin  the  World  produces — takes  the 
dye  very  readily. 

BROOM  HANDLES — Direct  shipments  from  our  Oconto  Mills, 
Hard  Rock  Maple  Mill  Run  Misses,  Parlors  and  Warehouse. 
Hard  Pine  Handles,  all  colors  and  grades,  for  shipment  from  our 
Amsterdam   Warehouses    along   with   TOYS,    BRUSH   RODS, 
BAMBOO  HANDLES,  etc. 

WRITE  TODAY  FOR  FULL  PARTICULARS 

GEORGE  H.  MAUS,  Inc. 

AMSTERDAM,  N.  Y. 
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CAMBRIA  COUNTY  BRANCH 


Arthur  Kisic 


WORD  comes  from  our  Cambria  County 
Branch  that  the  Lions  Club  of  Xanty-Glo 
have  been  instrumental  in  restoring  the  sight  of  the 
ten  year  old  boy,  whose  picture  accompanies  this 
item. 

An  operation  some  years  ago  on  one  eye  proved 
unsatisfactory,  and  the  boy's  education  was  seri- 
ously interrupted  because  of  increasingly  poor  sight, 
due  to  the  growth  of  cataracts.  Through  coopera- 
tion of  the  Lions  and  the  Pennsylvania  Association 
for  the  Blind,  together  with  the  services  of 
Dr.  Calvin  C.  Rush,  this  lad's  sight  has  been 
restored,  with  the  assistance  of  glasses,  to  sufficient 
vision  for  continuing  his  public  school  education. 
This  is  a  practical  illustration  of  the  good  work 
being  done  by  many  of  our  Lions  Clubs  throughout 
the  country. 


LACKAWANNA  COUNTY  BRANCH 

AS  we  go  to  press,  we  have  word  from  the  Lackawanna  Countv  Branch 
that  they  are  busy  wTith  plans  for  their  Annual  picnic.     This  social 
event  is  held  each  year  at  the  estate  of  Colonel  and  Mrs.  L.  A.  Watres. 

WE  also  note  that  Mr.  George  Hackenburg  of  the  State  Council  for  the 
Blind,  with  Mr.  Theodore  Smith  assisting  him,  will  make  a  survey  of 
the  blind  people  of  Lackawanna  County. 


NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY  BRANCH 


NORTHAMPTON  County  sends  us  the  following  appreciative  item 
from  one  of  the  blind  people  served  by  the  Association : — 

"As  I  am  a  newcomer  in  the  field  of  those  who  'see  with  their  hands',  I 
feel  quite  privileged  to  have  voice  in  the  columns  of  this  valuable  magazine. 

"Since  March  1,  I  have  been  receiving  instructions  from  the  Supervisor 
of  the  Association's  Northampton  County  Branch.  She  has  taught  me 
Moon  Type  and  typewriting,  and  I  found  both  very  fascinating  and  helpful. 
Never  before  did  I  realize  the  wonderful  work  accomplished  by  an  organiza- 
tion of  this  character;  in  fact,  I  was  ignorant  of  the  existence  of  such  an 
organization. 

"Aside  from  the  great  benefit  derived,  the  kind  manner  and  sociability  of 
the  representative,  means  so  much  to  those  who  are  afflicted  with  loss  of 
sight.     It  makes  one  feel  that  there  still  is  much  to  live  for." 


INDEPENDENCE  for    the    BLIND 


A 

Gainful 

Occupation 

for  the 

Blind 


It  will 

pay  blind 

organizations 

to  investigate 

this   method 

of  providing 

work  for  those 

who  wish 

to  be 

self-supporting 


Quality 


oeuciovsj 
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For  six  years 

many  sightless 

operators  have 

provided  a 

comfortable 

living  for 

themselves  and 

families  thru 

the  sale  of 

Chtcky  Candy 

Products 


We  offer  an 

unexcelled  line  of 

Quality  Candy 

Bars  sold  thru 

the    most  modern 

coin  controlled 

merchandising 

machines. 


Service 


THE  CHICKY  MANUFACTURING  CO. 

GRAND  RAPIDS.  MICH. 
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PHILADELPHIA  BRANCH 

PHILADELPHIA'S  Fifth  Week  for  the  Blind  was  held  in  the  Fifth  Floor 
Auditorium  of  Gimbel  Brothers  Store  from  March  14  to  19.  Approxi- 
mately 20,000  persons  visited  the  exhibit,  and  during  the  Week  luncheon  was 
served  to  more  than  2,500  persons.  The  publicity  obtained  was  greater 
than  usual. 

IN  spite  of  the  probable  decrease  in  our  income  for  the  next  year,  a  budget 
was  adopted  at  the  June  meeting  of  the  Board,  which  anticipates  con- 
tinuance of  our  regular  program.  For  the  first  time,  we  are  sending  material 
to  our  regular  workers  during  most  of  the  summer. 


VENANGO  COUNTY  BRANCH 

THE  Venango  County  Branch  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the 
Blind  is  a  charter  member  of  the  Oil  City  Council  of  Social  Workers, 
recently  organized  for  mutual  cooperation  and  increased  efficiency  in  the 
solution  of  social,  health  and  welfare  problems  in  their  community. 


o 


NE  little  girl  from  Franklin,  Pennsylvania,  is  under  treatment  at  the 
Falk  Clinic  in  Pittsburgh. 


WILKES-BARRE  BRANCH 

THE  Wilkes-Barre  Branch  held  its  first  Educational  Week  for  the  Blind, 
May  22  to  28,  in  the  Old  Globe  store  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Ida 
Hirst-Gifford,  field  representative  of  the  American  Foundation  for  the 
Blind.  The  Week  was  a  success  in  every  way — thousands  of  persons 
gathered  daily  to  view  the  displays,  listening  to  the  programs,  and  pur- 
chasing merchandise. 

FOUR  new  members  have  been  added  to  the  Board  of  Directors,  three  of 
whom  are  members  of  the  Lions  Club,  namely,  Messrs.  Edward  Eyer- 
man,  Jr.,  Frederick  C.  Kirkendall  and  Millard  DeMun.  The  other  new 
member  is  Mr.  Reuben  H.  Levy,  of  Kingston. 

ANEW  era  for  the  blind  of  Wilkes-Barre  and  vicinity  was  started  on 
Saturday,  June  25,  when  a  party  was  held  for  the  blind  at  the  Wilkes- 
Barre  headquarters,  35  East  Union  Street.  The  affair  was  sponsored  by 
the  Board  of  Directors.  A  delightful  program  was  presented  by  the  blind 
guests,  assisted  by  several  sighted  artists.  Such  parties  will  be  held  fre- 
quently during  the  future. 


Make  your  last  Will  and  Testament  in  favor  of  the 
Pennsvlvania  Association  for  the  Blind,  Inc. 


WHITE  WOOD  PRODUCTS  CO. 

Main  Office 
BOGALUSA,  LOUISIANA 

• 

Oldest  and  largest  manufacturers  of 

PINE  BROOM  AND  MOP  HANDLES 

We  also  can  furnish  any  kind  of  Hardwood  Handles. 
We  can  make  them  special  sizes  and  shapes  for  your 
exact  requirements — Plain  and  Polished. 

Write  us  Write  now 

CHICAGO  SALES  OFFICE             PHILADELPHIA  SALES  OFFICE 
128  N.  WELLS  ST.                               6235  JEFFERSON  ST. 

E.  C.  JONES,  Vice  President                                               C.  B.  KEELER 

Basketry  Supplies 

Prime  Reed,  Bases,  Natural 

and  Colored  Raffia,  Chair 

Cane,    Rattan,    Fibres, 

everything   for    the 

Handicraft 

Worker. 

Established  1881 
• 

Specialize  in 
Split  Bamboo,  Split  Rat- 
tan, Reeds  and  Tuffibre. 

Have    served     the    Trade    for 
many   years    as    a    dependable 
source    of   supply.        Send    us 
your  inquiries. 

CHARLES  H. 
DEMARESTJNC. 

227  WATER  STREET 
NEW  YORK  CITY 

Importer ^Manufacturers 

AMERICAN 
REEDCRAFT  CORP. 

130  BEEKMAN  STREET 
NEW  YORK  CITY 
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PITTSBURGH  BRANCH 


ALL  the  activities  of  the  Pittsburgh  Branch  of  the  Pennsylvania  Asso- 
ciation for  the  Blind  are, either  housed  within,  or  operate  out  of  this 
building.  These  activities  include  a  Prevention  of  Blindness  Department; 
a  Homework  Department,  furnishing  needlework  employment  for  upwards 
of  sixty  girls;  and  a  Placement  Department,  supervising  blind  people  work- 
ing in  factories  among  the  seeing,  or  in  small  businesses  of  their  own.  These 
three  activities  have  their  offices  within  the  building,  but  operate  almost 
exclusively  out  in  the  field. 

Within  the  building  on  the  third  floor  are  found  the  Brush,  Broom,  Mop, 
Cobbler  and  Caning  Departments.  On  the  second  floor  are  located  the 
Executive  Offices,  with  one  exception.  Also,  a  dental  parlor,  medical  first 
aid,  rest  room,  chiropractor's  office,  and  office  of  trained  social  case  worker — 
the  chiropractor  and  the  case  worker  are  both  blind.  On  this  floor,  too,  are 
the  girl's  workroom  and  a  large  auditorium,  used  interchangeably  as  a  dining 
room,  reception  and  entertainment  hall.  The  mezzanine  floor  running  off 
of  this  room  is  used  as  a  library  and  reading  room. 

The  first  floor  has  four  individual  Store  Rooms,  used  respectively,  as 
Salesroom,  girl's  handwork  room,  cabinet-upholstery  room,  and  Stand  for 
training  blind  people  to  conduct  small  businesses.  The  rest  of  this  floor 
houses  the  Social  Welfare  Office,  switchboard  and  dictaphone  room,  cloak 
room,  barber  shop,  receiving  and  shipping  rooms. 

The  basement  is  devoted  to  heating  apparatus,  storage  of  raw  materials, 
and  comfortable  shower  and  locker  facilities  for  the  workers. 

The  Executive  Office  of  the  Association  is  also  located  in  this  building. 


Established  1889 

RUG    MATERIALS 

for  Weaving  and  Hooking  Rugs 

Wool  Rug  Yarn  in  36  Colors. 
New  Rags  in  skeins  solid  colors,  16  colors. 
Cotton  Roving  in  20  good  fast  colors. 
Cotton  Chenille  in  nine  colors  and  mottled. 
Jute  Roving  in  14  colors. 

COTTON  WARP  on  tubes  or  put  up  in  ready  made  warps,  ready  to  wind  on  the  warp 
beam,  in  four  different  sizes  and  thirty  colors,  which  supplies  a  range  of  sizes  and 
colors  for  every  possible  need  in  the  making  of  rugs  or  fancy  rag  carpets. 

Wool  Warp  made  purposely  to  give  the  real  rainbow  effect  in  the  stripe  of  the 
old  fashioned  colonial  rag  carpet. 

Loom  fixtures  for  the  old  fashioned  loom. 

Samples  and  prices  furnished  free  upon  request. 

TINKLER  AND  COMPANY,  INC. 

527  Arch  Street  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


BRUSH  MAKING 

One  of  the  Most  Profitable  and 
Easiest  Industries  for  the  Blind 

WE  ARE  PREPARED  TO  FURNISH 

HORSEHAIR,  FIBRE,  BRISTLES 

AND 

MIXTURES 

In  any  quality,  color  or  size  for  wire  twisted,  drawn 
or  set  work.  We  will  gladly  assist  in  any  way  pos- 
sible in  the  development  of  this  work. 

E.  B.  6?  A.  C.  WHITING  CO. 

IMPORTERS     :  :     MANUFACTURERS 

BURLINGTON,  VERMONT 


§1     BROOM  BANDS 

H  Round  or  Oval  Galvanized  Wire 

All  Sizes 

_|   WHISK    BANDS 

5"— 6"— 7,/-8,/ 
Tinned  Wire 


MANUFACTURED  BY 

SEARLES  ELECTRIC  WELDING  WORKS 

1850  W.  FULTON  STREET 
CHICAGO,  ILL. 


THE 
THOMAS  MONAHAN  CO. 

Broom  Corn 

ARCOLA,  ILLINOIS 


Frederick  FL  Cone  &  Co. 

INCORPORATED 

181  FRONT  STREET,  NEW  YORK,  U.  S.  A. 


BRISTLES  HORSEHAIR 

AND  FIBRES 

ALL  KINDS  AND  COLORS 


Complete  Stocks  Always  Available 


Quotations,  Samples  and  Information  on  all  Brush  Materials 
furnished  on  request 


When  You  Need 

Bunch  Bags,  Handle  Cones, 
All  Over  Broom  Bags, 
Individual  Broom  Slips 

Write  us  for  samples  and  prices. 

WE  ARE  THE  LARGEST  producers  of  paper  broom 
bags.  We  specialize  on  the  needs  of  the  broom  manufac- 
turers. Our  equipment  enables  us  to  offer  you  the  best 
service  at  competitive  prices. 

AN  INQUIRY  will  be  appreciated. 

THE  KENNEDY  CAR  LINER  &  BAG  CO, 

SHELBYVILLE,  INDIANA 


J.  D.  WESTCOTT  &  SON 

UNION  CITY,  PENNSYLVANIA 

Oldest  and  Largest  Manufacturer  of 
Hardwood  Broom  Handles 


The  many  Associations  for  the  Blind 
make  the  kind  of  brooms  on  which 
we  are  proud  to  see  our  handles.  We 
hope  that  WESTCOTT  HANDLES 
contribute  to  some  degree  to  the  high 
standard  of  the  finished  product. 


Wire 


for 


BrOOmS      Seneca  Brand 

Brushes     n       r 

Represents 
-.     --  Highest 

JVLOpS  Quality  &.  Service 


Please  send  your 
orders  to 


The  Seneca  Wire 
&  Mfg.  Co. 

Fostoria,  Ohio 


Always  Ready 
to  Cooperate 


Inquiries  and  orders 
from  Institutions  for 
the  Blind  will  receive 
special  attention. 


C.  A.  Mahle  &  Son 

Manufacturers  of 

Bored  and  Solid  Blocks 
for  Brushes  arid  Brooms 

CORRY,    PENNSYLVANIA 


20  AUGUST,  1932 

PENNSYLVANIA  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  INC. 

Consolidated  Statement — Income  and  Expense 

Periods  June  1,  1930  to  May  31,  1931;   June  1,  1931  to  May  31,  1932 

June  1,  1930  June  1,  1931 

INCOME                                                      to  to 

May  31,  1931  May  31,  1932 

Sales $177,343.91  $142,898.19 

Local  City  Aid  and  Welfare 123,582.89  180,531.89 

Gifts  and  Contributions 1,045.33  7,460.85 

Tuitions 3,254.97  5,605.04 

Miscellaneous  Income 2,211.07  3,227.13 

Sub  Totals $307,438.17  $339,723.10 

Receipts  from  Special  Funds 38,482.60  10,327.13 

State  Appropriation 15,000.00  15,000.00 

TOTAL  INCOME $360,920.77  $365,050.23 

EXPENSE 

Salaries,  Supervision  and  Clerical,  Blind 32,548.95  30,445.21 

Salaries,  Supervision  and  Clerical,  Sighted 20,651.63  22,909.57 

Wages,  Blind 111,111.02  144,129.95 

Wages,  Sighted 25,934.33  26,842.83 

Telephone  and  Telegraph 1,546.58  2,039.54 

Office  Supplies 4,543.65  4,797.21 

Purchases 120,071.08  92,603.97 

Shop  Supplies 3,051.07  3,645.17 

Bad  Accounts  and  Collections 1,195.81  1,199.43 

Prevention  and  Placement 2,623.76  3,529.98 

Education  and  Recreation 598.39  584.10 

Memberships  and  Dues 262.65  401.95 

Truck  Delivery  and  Expense 6,395.95  5,458.62 

Rent 6,981.83  5,927.00 

Social  Service  and  Aid 13,072.79  10,443.55 

Insurance 2,364.59  5,140.44 

Interest  on  Loans  and  Mortgages 2,640.00  2,184.31 

Fuel,  Light  and  Water 4,042.29  2,863.44 

Repairs  and  Renewals 10,250.28  10,665.17 

Travel  Expense 4,411.43  4,748.55 

Miscellaneous 5,013.27  7,896.28 

Sub-Totals $379,311.35  $388,456.27 

New  Equipment 5,188.36  2,413.90 

TOTAL  EXPENSE $384,499.71  $390,870.17 
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BUDDY    FORTUNATE  FIELDS 


"THE  SEEING  EYE" 

INCORPORATED 

The  school  in  the  United  States  for  the  instruction  of 
dogs  as  guides  for  the  blind 

MORRISTOWN,  NEW  JERSEY 

"Guide  Dogs  for  Independence" 


Brush  Handles 

and 

Wood  Turnings 


We  manufacture  a  com- 
plete line  of  Brush  Handles 
and  Wood  Turnings,  also 
Display  Fixtures,  Thermom- 
eter Backs,  Bread  Boards, 
Nut  Bowls,  Toy  Building 
Blocks,  etc. 

Write  for  prices  and  cata- 
log showing  our  line. 


Holgate  Brothers  Co< 

Kane,  Pa. 


Established  1885 


Wolf  Klebansky,  Inc 

Importers  and  Manufacturers 

HORSE  HAIR 

AND 

FIBRE 


'Regular  Lengths,  Special  Cuts 
All  Colors,  All  Qualities" 


Office  and  Factory 

243,  245,  247  S.  Orianna  St. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
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PENNSYLVANIA  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  INC. 
Consolidated  Personnel  Sheet  of  the  Fourteen  Branches 

FOR  YEAR 
JUNE  1,  1931  TO  MAY  31,  1932 


Number  of  blind  people  on  files 2,644 

a.  Number  added  during  year.  .  . 

b.  Number  removed  by  death  or  other- 
wise during  year 126 


Men 

Women 

Children 

Total 

Estimated 

Monetary 

Benefits 

2,644 

1,871 
151 

337 
92 

4,852 
423 

180 

117 


246 


Net  number  of  different  persons  served 

directlv*  during  year 1 ,247  932  570  2,749 

a.  By  investigation 577  524  394  1,495 

b.  By  friendly  visits 456  417  94  967 

c.  By  gifts  of  money 36  21  16  73 

d.  Bv  gifts  of  food  and  clothing 168  90  77  335 

e.  Miscellaneous  Gifts 64  43  5  112 


$  15,358.77 


10,167.05 
2,181.54 
3,010.18 


Net  number  of  different  persons  served 

indirectlyf  for  year 274 

a.  Through    County    Poor   Board   or 
County  Commissioners 98 

b.  Through  hospitals 26 

c.  Through  Civic  Organizations 147 

d.  Through  Service  Clubs 141 

e.  Through  Individuals 138 

f.  Miscellaneous  Gifts 116 


243 


16 
55 
78 
56 
24 


71 

35 

28 
25 
14 
31 
6 


588 

231 
70 
227 
263 
225 
146 


$  30,457.92 

17,257.86 
6,018.50 
2,183.83 
1,407.69 
1,388.50 
2,201.54 


Net  number  of  different  blind  people 

employed  during  year 414        '    223  15  652  $271,341.35 

a.  Under  training 26  24  3  53  2,684.34 

b.  In  factories 13  3  0  16  8,182.60 

c.  In  small  businesses 90  5  0  95  68,504.18 

d.  As  salesmen  of  blind-made  articles  43  8  0  51  17,691.12 

e.  As  salesmen  of  other  lines 22  2  0  24  7,106.86 

f.  As  musicians  and  tuners 24  3  0  27  13,329.30 

g.  In  home  industries 22  159  7  188  16,718.93 

h.  In  workshop  proper 153  25  0  178  114,090.37 

i.   Miscellaneous 32  32  1  65  23,033.65 


5.  Cases  of  eye  trouble  on  files 393  600  1,570  2,563 

a.  No.  cases  added  during  year 140  154  554  848 

b.  No.  of  eye  cases  removed  through 

cure  or  otherwise  this  year 54  58  47  159 


6.  Number  of  individuals  probably  saved 

from  total  blindness  this  year 77 


56 


156 


289 


766         $     5,154.08 


7.  Number  given  eye  glasses,  artificial 

eyes,  etc 89  147  530 

Notes — 

*By  "Direct  Service"  is  meant  service  rendered  in  person  by  the  duly  authorized  officers 
of  the  Association. 

fBy  "Indirect  Service"  is  meant  service  rendered  by  other  agencies  or  persons,  but  insti- 
gated or  inspired  by  duly  authorized  officers  of  the  Association. 


McCORD  COMPANY 

LOUISVILLE,  KY. 
Spun  and  Roving     : :     Soft  and  Hard  Twist 

YARNS 

Made  at  Our  Own  Mill  Under  Our  Own  Brands 

"TIP  TOP" 

"LION" 
"VICTOR" 

Put  Up  On  Tubes,  Many  Ends  Off,  or  In  Skeins 

FOR 

Mop  and  Mop  Head 
Manufacturers 

Write  for  Prices  and  Samples 
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Thomas  S.  Mc Alone y 


THIS  issue  of  The  Seer  is  gratefully  dedi- 
cated to  the  late  Thomas  S.  McAloney, 
whose  services  as  member  of  the  Founding 
Committee  and  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  from 
1910-1922,  were  fundamental  in  the  work  of  the 
Association;  and  whose  counsels  in  matters  of 
education  promoted  materially  scholastic  stand- 
ards in  work  for  .the  blind  in  America.  (See 
Page  19.) 


MOP  YARNS 

For  Mop  Heads  and  Stick  Mops 
SOFT  ROVING  AND  TWINE 

OF  SPECIAL  CONSTRUCTION 


INSURING  SATISFACTION  THROUGH 
LONG  WEAR  AND  APPEARANCE 


Our  Prices  Are  Right 


WRITE  FOR  SAMPLES  AND  PRICES 
Rockford  Mfg*  Co*,  Rockford,  Term. 

FRED    W.    FINTER,    121  N.  5th  Street,  Louisville,  Ky. 

SELLING  AGENT 


THE  SEER 

A  QUARTERLY  BULLETIN 
OF  THE 

Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind,  Inc. 

God  said,  "Let  There  Be  Light" 
VOLUME  II  NOVEMBER,  1932  No.  4 


WHAT  THE  SEER  SEES 

The  Seer  sees  with  satisfaction  the  gradual  raising  of  the  standards  for 
which  the  Association  has  always  stood  in  work  for  the  blind.  This  issue 
is  devoted  especially  to  a  setting  forth  of  the  principles  governing  the  practice 
and  policy  of  the  Association;  and  a  careful  examination  of  these  principles 
and  their  supporting  data  is  asked  of  every  Branch  Director  and  paid  officer. 
It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  three  of  our  Standing  Committees,  namely: 
"Prevention  of  Blindness  and  Conservation  of  Vision",  "Placement, 
Professional,  Commercial  and  Industrial",  and  "Publicity,  Solicitation  and 
Legislation"  have  been  unable,  for  sufficient  reasons,  to  report  in  time  to 
permit  the  publication  here  of  the  principles  underlying  the  Association's 
work  in  their  respective  fields. 

The  Seer  is  gratified  to  know  that  Miss  Lillian  Rosenberg,  R.  N.,  of  the 
Montefiore  Hospital,  Pittsburgh,  has  received  one  of  the  three  scholar- 
ships given  by  the  National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness.  Miss 
Rosenberg  is  taking  a  four  months  course  in  connection  with  the  Massa- 
chusetts Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  Boston,  with  the  intention  of  returning  to 
the  Montefiore  to  take  charge  of  the  eye  work  in  connection  with  this 
hospital.  It  is  hoped  that  several  more  such  nurses  will  prepare  themselves 
for  executive  eye  medical  social  work  in  Pennsylvania;  and,  in  this  connec- 
tion, the  Association  is  following  the  lead  of  the  State  Council  for  the  Blind 
in  the  latter's  endeavor  to  conserve  maximum  eyesight  in  Pennsylvania  and 
to  reduce  unnecessary  blindness  to  the  lowest  possible  percentage. 

The  Seer  takes  pleasure  in  giving  its  readers  the  benefit  of  the  following 
News  Release  of  the  Missouri  Commission  for  the  Blind: — 

"Through  the  interest  of  Miss  Marie  Busch,  home  teacher  for  the  Missouri 
Commission  for  the  Blind  in  central  Missouri,  Leonard  Dowdy,  Jr.,  the  five 
year  old  deaf-blind  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leonard  Dowdy  of  Sedalia,  Missouri, 
has  entered  Perkins  Institution  and  Massachusetts  School  for  the  Blind, 
Watertown,  Massachusetts.  This  is  the  school  where  Laura  Bridgeman 
and  Helen  Keller  received  part  of  their  education. 

"Leonard  has  received  his  pre-school  training  from  Miss  Busch,  who  has 
been  constantly  in  touch  with  him  and  his  family  for  the  past  two  and  a  half 
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years.  After  exhausting  all  possibility  for  the  education  of  this  boy  within 
the  State  of  Missouri,  Miss  Busch  communicated  with  Perkins  Institution 
and  Miss  Inez  B.  Hall,  well  known  teacher  of  the  deaf-blind,  who  will  be  in 
charge  of  this  special  department  at  Perkins  Institution,  visited  Leonard  in 
his  home.  As  a  result  of  this  visit  Leonard  was  designated  as  one  of  the 
very  limited  number  to  be  admitted  to  this  class. 

"Through  Miss  Busch's  efforts  sufficient  funds  have  been  raised  among 
clubs  and  individuals  to  enroll  Leonard  at  Perkins  Institution.  It  will  be 
necessary  to  secure  additional  funds  to  pay  for  his  first  year's  tuition  and  to 
secure  continuance  of  this  training. 

"Leonard  had  both  his  sight  and  his  hearing  up  to  two  years  of  age  when 
a  serious  illness  left  him  deaf  and  blind,  though  physicallv  and  mentally  alert. 
He  must,  therefore,  receive  his  instruction  entirely  through  the  sense  of 
touch. 

"The  grandfather  of  Leonard,  who  is  a  railroad  employee,  took  him  to 
Perkins,  where  he  will  be  under  the  instruction  of  teachers  especially  trained 
in  the  education  of  the  deaf-blind." 

The  Seer's  hearty  congratulations  are  herewith  extended  to  the  Direc- 
tors and  Officers  of  our  Berks  County  Branch,  to  the  members  of  the 
Reading  Lions  Club,  and  to  the  philanthropic  citizens  of  that  vicinity  for 
the  masterful  and  efficient  manner  in  which,  during  these  difficult  days,  they 
have  put  on  a  successful  drive  for  $4,000.00,  which  sum  was  considerably 
over-subscribed. 

AS  The  Seer  goes  to  press,  notice  comes  that  Mr.  Jacob  Bausch,  former- 
ly of  Wilkes-Barre,  Philadelphia  and  Cleveland,  has  been  called  to  the 
superintendency  of  the  Association's  Wilkes-Barre  Branch.  Mr.  Bausch 
has  had  considerable  experience  in  the  teaching  and  directing  of  blind 
people,  both  children  and  adults,  and  The  Seer  takes  pleasure  in  welcom- 
ing him  into  our  circle  of  Branch  Superintendents.  Mr.  Bausch  succeeds 
Mrs.  Arline  Phillips  Garber,  to  whom  a  wider  field  of  usefulness  has 
opened,  and  to  whom  The  Seer  sends  felicitations.     (See  Page  8.) 

LAST,  but  not  least,  The  Seer  beholds  a  Board  Member  of  the  Associa- 
tion's Pittsburgh  Branch,  Honorable  Matthew  A.  Dunn,  riding  the 
historic  donkey  into  the  national  Capital.  With  due  respect  to  his  defeated 
opponent,  all  power  be  to  our  blind  Congressman,  who  will,  together  with 
ten  other  Democrats  and  twenty-four  Republicans  represent  Pennsylvania 
in  the  next  Lower  House  of  Congress. 


THANKSGIVING  DAY 

Brave  and  high-souled  Pilgrims,  you  who  knew  no  fears, 
How  your  words  of  thankfulness  go  ringing  down  the  years; 
May  we  follow  after;  like  you,  work  and  pray, 
And  with  hearts  of  thankfulness  keep  Thanksgiving  Day. 

— Annette  Wynne 
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BELATED  NOTICE 

THE  following  notice,  in  substance,  has  recently  appeared  in  The 
Mathilda  Ziegler  Magazine  for  the  Blind: 

"Twenty-five  dollars  in  cash  will  be  awarded  the  blind  person  or  sighted 
person  actively  engaged  in  work  for  the  blind  in  the  United  States  or 
Canada,  who  suggests  the  name  that  shall  be  adopted  for  the  Braille  and 
Script  Pocket  Slate  herein  described. 

"Names  should  be  typewritten  or  printed  in  ink  and  reach  Brown's  Office 
Supplies,  Johnstown,  Pa.,  not  later  than  December  31,  1932." 

(The  latest  model  of  this  slate  is  equipped  with  the  four  pegs  the  same  as 
an  ordinary  slate.  The  paper  is  adjusted  the  same  as  in  the  regular  slate, 
but  the  four  rigid  pins  disappear  when  the  slate  is  closed.  This  leaves  the 
paper  an  unobstructed  course  through  the  slate.  Aside  from  this  feature, 
the  device  is  the  same  as  the  model  described  and  illustrated  in  the  February, 
1932,  number  of  The  Seer.") 


BERKS  COUNTY  BRANCH 

THE  following  article  reached  us  too  late  for  publication  in  a  previous 
issue  of  The  Seer,  but  we  are  glad  to  give  it  space  here: 

Handicaps  are  often  stepping  stones  to  success.  You  will  be  able  to 
appreciate  this  after  you  have  read  this  little  story  about  our  Mildred 
Schorpp,  wrho  was  graduated  from  the  Reading  High  School. 

The  Berks  County  Branch  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind 
became  interested  in  Mildred  in  April  1932.  She  was  struggling  along  at 
school,  sensitive,  timid  and  straining  her  eyes  to  the  limit.  Her  mother 
was  very  much  worried  because  the  doctor  had  warned  her  that  continued 
overstrain  would  be  liable  to  cause  sudden  total  blindness. 

In  spite  of  the  many  difficulties  and  discouragements  which  confronted 
her,  Mildred  was  ambitious  and  determined  to  succeed.  Her  teachers  had 
expressed  a  wish  that  she  would  remain  at  home,  because  they  did  not  want 
to  be  responsible  for  her  vision.  Besides  this,  her  school  roster  had  been 
reduced  to  two  subjects,  which  made  graduation  and  further  education  look 
impossible.  Mildred  wranted  to  be  a  teacher  of  Latin.  Investigation 
proved  that  she  had  just  a  little  too  much  sight  for  admission  to  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,  at  Overbrook. 

Definite  plans  were  then  made.  After  much  persuasion,  volunteer 
readers  wTere  secured  to  read  Mildred's  lessons.  Every  day  she  came  into 
the  office  to  receive  instruction  in  Braille  and  typewriting.  She  worked 
diligently  through  the  entire  summer. 

In  the  fall,  we  borrowed  Braille  text  books  for  her.  She  used  Braille  in 
taking  notes,  while  her  written  .work  was  done  on  the  typewriter.  With 
these  adjustments,  cooperation  with  the  principle  teacher  at  the  high  school 
made  it  possible  for  Mildred  to  resume  regular  work.  She  was  able  to  carry 
a  school  roster  of  five  subjects. 

Now  for  the  secret.  Mildred  was  awarded  the  $100  scholarship  from 
Albright  College  to  further  her  education.  Her  ideas  have  changed,  how- 
ever. Instead  of  becoming  a  teacher. of  Latin,  she  hopes  to  become  a 
trained  educator  in  work  for  the  blind. 

Was  this  achievement  in  the  prevention  of  unnecessary  blindness  worth 
while? 


NOVEMBER,  1932 


SUPERVISOR  OF  OUR  WILKES-BARRE  BRANCH  ACCEPTS 
WIDER  FIELD  OF  SERVICE 

CALLED  to  a  field  of  service,  national  in  its  scope,  Arline  Phillips  Garber, 
instrumental  in  founding  the  Wilkes-Barre  Branch  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Association  for  the  Blind  and  since  its  organization  Supervisor  of  the  Branch, 

has  resigned.     She  becomes  asso- 


ciated with  the  Matilda  Ziegler 
Magazine  for  the  Blind  and  assumes 
her  new  duties  on  November  1. 

Mrs.  Garber,  as  Arline  Phillips, 
seeing  the  need  of  work  for  the 
blind  in  Luzerne  County,  after  her 
graduation  from  Overbrook,  asked 
for  and  received  permission  to 
organize  the  Wilkes-Barre  Branch. 
Soon  after  the  founding  of  the 
Branch,  she  discovered  that  her 
headquarters  were  entirely  too 
small,  and  other  rooms  were  ob- 
tained. These  soon  failed  to  meet 
the  needs  of  the  Wilkes-Barre 
Branch,  and  it  was  decided  that  a 
building  was  an  absolute  necessity. 
Plans  were  outlined  and  a  cam- 
paign for  $50,000  was  started.  The 
public  of  Wyoming  Valley  responded 
most  generously  and  within  a  week 
the  quota  was  oversubscribed. 

Specifications    were    drawn    and 
work  was  started  on  the  structure 
at  35  East  Union  Street,  Wilkes- 
Barre.     It  stands  today  as  a  monu- 
ment to  the  retiring  Supervisor  of 
the  Wilkes-Barre  Branch. 
From  a  little  room  containing  a  cheap  desk  and  two  chairs,  the  Wilkes- 
Barre  Branch  has  grown,  under  the  supervision  of  Mrs.  Garber,  to  a  modern 
two  story  brick  and  steel  building,  wherein  twenty-seven  blind  men  have 
found  employment. 

Editor's  Note.  It  has  been  my  privilege,  as  Executive  Secretary,  to 
work  with  Miss  Arline  Phillips,  now  Mrs.  Garber,  for  the  past  eleven  years. 
I  have  found  her  at  all  times  enthusiastic,  untiring,  and  devoted  to  the 
purposes  for  which  her  organization  was  founded.  In  her  promotion,  the 
Association  is  losing  a  charming,  wide-awake,  and  personally  acceptable 
Supervisor,  and  the  Ziegler  Magazine  for  the  Blind  is  adding  to  its  staff  a 
personality,  which  should  prove  mutually  advantageous  to  both  parties 
concerned.  My  own  best  wishes  and  those  of  my  Board  of  Trustees  go 
with  Mrs.  Garber  to  her  new  work.  We  also  congratulate  Mr.  Garber,  who 
has  likewise  been  added  to  the  staff  of  the  Ziegler,  because  of  his  wide 
experience  as  a  newspaper  man. 

Mr.  Jacob  Bausch,  of  Cleveland,  succeeds  Mrs.  Garber  as  Superintendent. 


Mrs.  Arline  P.  Garber 
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SOME  PRINCIPLES  GOVERNING  THE  PRACTICE  AND 

POLICY  OF  THE  PENNSYLVANIA  ASSOCIATION 

FOR  THE  BLIND 

THE  following  principles  are  embodied  in  the  reports  presented  by  the 
respective  Standing  Committees,  approved  by  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind,  at  their  regular  semi-annual 
meeting,  October  10,  1932: 

(a)  ADMINISTRATIVE  PROBLEMS 
Mr.  Philip  N.  Harrison,  Chairman 

1.  Since  the  Association  is  definitely  committed  to  a  policy  of  anti- 
mendicancy  among  blind  people  of  the  State,  this  Committee  urges  as  an 
alternative,  the  maximum  employment  of  a  self-respecting  character  for  a 
maximum  number  of  adults. 

2.  The  collaboration  with  allied  organizations,  or  the  dovetailing  of 
activities  and  ever  closer  relationship  between  the  Association  and  other 
agencies  of  a  social  or  semi-social  nature,  are  at  all  times  to  be  encouraged. 

3.  The  adoption  of  the  higher  standards  of  qualifications  for  Superin- 
tendents of  Branches  of  the  Association,  as  set  forth  in  the  "Qualifications 
for  the  Superintendent  of  a  Branch  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the 
Blind,"  is  recommended.      (See  page  17.) 

4.  The  Association  approves  most  heartily  the  development  of  a  program 
of  vocational  guidance  and  training  of  capable  blind  people  for  placement 
in  higher  professions,  such  as  indicated  in  Recommendation  number  3. 

5.  In  the  matter  of  a  survey  and  register  of  all  blind  people  of  the  State, 
the  Association  cooperates  fully  with  the  State  Council  for  Blind,  whose 
primary  function  it  is  to  make  such  surveys  and  maintain  such  register. 

6.  The  Association  cooperates  in  every  possible  degree,  not  only  with  the 
State  Council,  which  Council  is  advisory  and  supervisory,  but  also  with 
other  organizations  for  the  blind  in  the  State,  with  the  American  Founda- 
tion for  the  Blind,  and  with  the  National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of 
Blindness. 

7.  In  like  manner,  the  several  Branches  of  the  Association  act  reciprocally 
in  giving  each  the  benefit  of  the  others'  experience  and  observations,  and  in 
furthering  their  own  and  all  common  interests. 

(b)  WORKSHOP  ACTIVITIES 
Mr.  Harry  L.  Glickson,  Chairman 

1.  The  Association  makes  no  claim  of  conducting  its  Workshop  Activities 
on  a  self-supporting  basis,  since  to  do  so  would  favor  the  more  capable  blind 
people,  who  rightfully  should  be  in  industry  among  the  seeing,  or  in  busi- 
nesses of  their  own. 

2.  The  several  Branches  of  the  Association,  to  the  extent  of  their  respec- 
tive abilities,  discourage  blind  mendicancy,  and  provide  for  them  through 
employment  in  specialized  shops,  where  a  minimum  maintenance  wage  is 
provided. 

3.  In  general,  the  Association  approves  the  employment  of  any  blind 
person  in  its  workshops,  who  cannot  be  better  employed  elsewhere,  and 
who  has  a  genuine  desire  to  work. 
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4.  A  sort  of  inverted  bonus,  or  handicap,  is  used  for  the  threefold  purpose 
of  insuring  a  minimum  maintenance  wage,  of  making  it  possible  for  the 
slower  workman  to  secure  this  wage,  and  as  an  incentive  toward  greater 
production  on  the  part  of  all  workers. 

5.  In  determining  the  minimum  maintenance  needs  in  any  particular 
case,  all  other  sources  of  income  to  the  worker  are  taken  into  consideration, 
and  wherever  the  earnings  and  handicap  do  not  fully  meet  the  requirements, 
a  "supplementary  sum"  is  added  to  make  up  the  difference. 

6.  This  elastic  system  of  wage  payment  is  easily  adjusted  to  conditions 
of  all  sorts,  including  those  incident  to  part-time  work,  reduced  marketing 
facilities,  and  to  the  varying  industrial  capabilities  so  well  known  to  em- 
ployers of  blind  labor. 

(c)  ADVERTISING  AND  SALES 
Mr.  James  W.  Rickey,  Chairman 

1.  The  Association  plans,  as  soon  as  funds  are  available  from  the  State, 
or  otherwise,  to  employ  a  Director  of  Advertising  and  Sales,  whose  skill  and 
experience  will  be  at  the  disposal  of  each  and  every  Branch. 

2.  Pending  the  appointment  of  such  a  Director,  the  sales  manager  of  the 
Association's  Pittsburgh  Branch  is  devoting  such  time  and  attention  as  he 
can  to  these  matters. 

3.  The  sales  manager  is  making  a  survey  of  all  the  products  of  the  various 
Branches.  He  is  doing  this  with  the  assistance  of  merchandising  experts  in 
the  different  lines  of  manufacture.  All  items  will  be  duly  catalogued  and 
new  articles  listed  on  approval  before  quantity  production  is  undertaken. 

4.  It  is  the  Association's  policy,  in  a  given  district,  to  sell  either  to  the 
wholesaler  or  to  the  retailer,  but  not  to  both ;  and  to  use  blind  salesmen 
wherever  possible. 

5.  One  of  the  latest  methods  of  retail  selling,  which  lends  itself  to  blind 
salesmen,  is  that  of  selling  by  telephone,  and  the  Association  is  recommend- 
ing this  plan  to  its  Branches. 

6.  The  Association  follows  the  practice  throughout  the  State  of  retailing 
much  of  its  blind-made  goods  through  special  sales,  put  on  by  Women's 
Clubs,  Church  Societies,  and  other  groups  of  interested  people. 

7.  Each  Branch  is  expected  to  work  up  both  the  retail  and  wholesale 
markets  within  its  own  area  for  its  own  products ;  and,  on  proper  commission, 
the  products  of  the  other  Branches. 

8.  All  advertising  of  any  kind — letter,  circular,  or  radio,  should  be  passed 
upon  by  the  Director,  or  some  other  one  competent  person. 

(d)  SOCIAL  WELFARE 
Mrs.  David  T.  Joxas,  Chairman 

1.  The  Association  has  always  recognized  that  welfare  work  among  blind 
people  is  similar  to  welfare  work  in  general,  with  the  one  exception  that  the 
necessity  for  such  work  is  more  likely  to  be  permanent  in  character. 

2.  Except  in  emergencies,  or  under  temporary  conditions,  the  Association 
gives  virtually  no  direct  financial  relief.  It  does,  however,  through  other 
agencies,  organized  to  give  direct  relief,  secure  much  assistance  for  needy 
blind  people.     Such  organizations  as  County  Poor  Boards,  Family  Welfare 
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Agencies,  the  American  Red  Cross,  and  others,  respond  to  calls  from  the 
Association  on  behalf  of  its  non-employable  blind  people. 

3.  The  officers  of  the  Association  in  charge  of  its  welfare  work  keep  in 
constant  touch  with  other  Social  Welfare  Agencies,  working  in  close  co- 
operation with  their  specially  trained  workers,  since  only  in  this  way  can  the 
services  of  all  these  agencies  be  made  available  to  our  blind  people. 

4.  The  Association  in  its  welfare  work,  as  in  its  other  activities,  stresses 
the  importance  of  individual  treatment,  avoiding  as  far  as  possible  rigid 
rules  and  lack  of  flexibility  in  its  methods  of  dealing  with  blind  people. 

5.  The  Association  depends  very  largely  for  the  maintenance  of  its' 
recreational  activities  upon  service  clubs,  churches,  fraternal  orders,  and 
interested  individuals,  as  its  own  funds  for  this  purpose  are  limited.  In 
times  of  economic  distress,  this  is  especially  true. 

6.  Intensive  neighborhood  work  through  churches,  clubs,  and  philan- 
thropic individuals  in  behalf  of  blind  persons,  unemployable  because  of  age 
or  infirmity,  has  long  been  practiced  by  the  Association  and  is  recognized  as 
sound  in  principle. 


(e)  HOMEWORK  INDUSTRIES 
Miss  Ruth  F.  Sargent,  Chairman 

1.  The  Association  recognizes  two  distinct  phases  in  connection  with 
Homework  Industries,  as  it  does  also  in  its  Workshop  Activities,  namely, 
"Production"  and  "Sales". 

2.  Much  care  is  exercised  in  the  selection  of  such  articles  as  will  lend 
themselves,  both  to  the  skill  of  the  homeworker  and  to  the  local  consumer. 
Frequently  articles,  often  termed  "fads",  having  a  temporary  market  value 
may  be  manufactured,  provided  they  are  not  made  in  large  quantities. 

3.  Wherever  practicable,  raw  materials  are  bought  in  wholesale  quantities, 
care  being  taken  to  calculate  in  advance  the  exact  cost  of  all  articles  to  be 
made  and  sold  from  such  purchases.  This  practice  is,  of  course,  also 
followed  in  retail  purchases  of  raw  materials. 

4.  As  large  a  wage  as  the  selling  price  of  any  given  article  justifies  is  paid 
the  homeworker,  and  in  certain  Branches  of  the  Association,  a  small  inverted 
bonus,  termed  "Handicap",  is  given  to  encourage  the  worker.  The  work- 
manship is  supervised  by  trained  sighted  instructors,  and  payment  is  with- 
held until  work  is  approved. 

5.  While  the  Association  favors  the  wholesale  marketing  of  its  homework 
products,  it  has  to  date  accomplished  comparatively  little  along  this  line. 
The  main  dependence  for  disposing  of  these  articles  has  been,  and  still  is, 
the  retail  market.  This  retailing  is  done  through  the  sales  rooms  of  the 
majority  of  the  Branches,  through  exhibits  and  sales  conducted  by  Women's 
Clubs,  Church  Societies,  Lions  Clubs,  County  Fairs,  and  other  "ready- 
made"  group  gatherings. 

6.  Blind-made  goods  are,  and  of  right  should  be,  sold  on  their  merits,  not 
on  a  sympathetic  appeal.  Nothing  is  promised  that  cannot  be  fulfilled,  and 
all  promises  are  guaranteed. 

7.  Each  Branch  of  the  Association  is  urged  to  lay  emphasis  upon  such 
homework  articles  as  meet  the  special  needs  of  their  particular  localities, 
and  wherever  possible  to  avail  itself  of  special  marketing  facilities  offered 
by  other  Branches  of  the  Association. 
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(f)  A  TRAINING  SCHOOL  FOR  SUPERINTENDENTS, 
DEPARTMENT  HEADS,  AND  HOMEWORK  INSTRUCTORS 

Dr.  O.  H.  Burritt,  Chairman 

Note:  The  report  from  which  the  following  principles  are  deduced  was 
presented  and  approved  as  a  stepping-stone,  intermediate  between  the 
Qualifications  at  present  enjoyed  by  the  Association's  Superintendents, 
Department  Heads,  and  Homework  Instructors,  and  the  ultimate  ideal 
Qualifications  for  such  officers  set  up  by  the  Board  of  Trustees  at  its  meeting, 
October  10,  1932.  (See  Page  17.)  It  is  hoped  further  that  these  officers 
will  find  in  these  principles,  the  incentive  to  prepare  themselves,  as  occasion 
offers,  more  fully  for  the  important  work  they  have  in  hand;  since  in  the 
last  analysis  their  tenure  of  office  in  the  future  may  well  depend  upon  a  more 
complete  equipment. 

1.  The  all-round  services  for  the  blind  demanded  of  the  Superintendents, 
Department  Heads,  and  Homework  Instructors  of  the  Association,  warrant 
the  statement  that  they  are  social  or  welfare  workers  in  a  specialized  field. 

2.  These  officers  are  charged  with  important  responsibilities;  their  posi- 
tions demand  the  preparation  required  of  welfare  workers. 

3.  If  persons  blind  or  having  seriously  defective  vision  are  selected  as 
Superintendents,  Department  Heads,  or  Homework  Instructors,  they 
should  have  the  preparation  required  of  like  seeing  officers. 

4.  Possessed  of  the  required  qualifications  in  training  and  experience, 
their  compensation  should  be  equal  to  that  received  by  seeing  social  workers 
in  the  general  field  of  welfare  work. 

5.  The  Trustees  and  Executive  Secretary  of  the  Association  and  the 
officers  of  its  several  Branches  should  encourage  and  assist  in  every  legitimate 
way,  Superintendents,  Department  Heads,  and  Homework  Instructors  to 
avail  themselves  of  existing  opportunities — such  as  courses  in  local  colleges, 
university  extension  and  correspondence  courses,  selected  with  a  view  to 
their  helpfulness  in  solving  the  specific  problems  they  are  constantly  meeting. 

6.  A  six  weeks  training  course  should  be  provided  as  soon  as  possible  and 
feasible.  It  is  suggested  that  this  course  can  probably  be  provided  best 
during  the  summer. 

7.  The  course  should  provide  such  general  training  in  the  fundamental 
principles  of  social  service  as  can  be  secured  through  a  school  of  social  service 
of  recognized  standing,  and  through  specific  training  for  work  for  the  blind, 
with  particular  reference  to  the  problems  of  the  adult  blind. 

8.  The  management  of  one  of  our  schools  for  the  blind  and  of  the  local 
school  for  the  training  of  social  workers  should  be  requested  to  place  their 
facilities  at  the  disposition  of  the  class. 

9.  The  officials  of  the  Association  and  of  its  Branches  should  grant  the 
necessary  leave  of  absence  from  regular  duties,  and  should  provide  the  cost 
of  these  courses,  with  the  possible  exception  of  maintenance. 

10.  The  Executive  Secretary  of  the  Association  should  appoint  a  Com- 
mittee of  five,  of  which  he  shall  be  a  member  ex-officio,  to  formulate  plans 
for  the  suggested  course  of  training. 

11.  This  Committee  should  establish  a  standard  of  training  and  experience 
for  Superintendents,  Department  Heads,  and  Homework  Instructors,  which 
shall  be  the  ultimate  requirement.  It  is  suggested  that  sufficient  time — 
say  five  years — be  allowed  to  complete  the  program  suggested 
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QUALIFICATIONS  FOR  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  A  BRANCH 
OF  THE  PENNSYLVANIA  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 

1.  PERSONALITY 

Pleasing  and  forceful  with  proven  ability  to  establish  good  will  and 
cooperation. 

2.  EDUCATION  AND  EXPERIENCE 

Class  A — A  Branch  serving  a  blind  population  upwards  of  six  hundred 
persons  and  a  seeing  population  upwards  of  one  million  persons  and  responsi- 
ble for  a  gross  income  per  annum  and  permanent  assets  upwards  of  one 
hundred  twenty-five  thousand  dollars;  or  a  Branch  serving  a  blind  popula- 
tion upwards  of  one  thousand  persons  and  a  seeing  population  upwards  of 
one  million  persons,  but  responsible  for  a  smaller  sum  of  gross  income  and 
permanent  assets: 

Completion  of  a  four  year  course  of  undergraduate  work  at  a  college  or  a 
university,  and  social  work  training  and  experience,  such  as  wTould  qualify 
them  for  a  full  membership  in  the  American  Association  of  Social  Workers; 
or  (See  page  21) 

Completion  of  a  High  School  course  with  nine  years  practical  experience, 
four  of  which  shall  have  been  in  a  major  executive  capacity  in  a  social  agency 
meeting  the  standards  set  by  the  American  Association  of  Social  Workers. 

Class  B — A  Branch  serving  a  blind  population  upwards  of  three  hundred 
persons  and  a  seeing  population  upwards  of  three  hundred  thousand  persons 
and  responsible  for  gross  income  per  annum  and  permanent  assets  upwards 
of  twenty-five  thousanddollars: 

Completion  of  a  four  year  course  of  undergraduate  work  at  a  college  or 
university  and  social  work  training  and  experience,  such  as  would  qualify 
them  for  full  membership  in  the  American  Association  of  Social  Workers;  or 

Completion  of  a  High  School  course  with  six  years  practical  experience, 
three  of  which  shall  have  been  in  an  executive  capacity  with  a  social  agency 
meeting  the  standards  set  by  the  American  Association  of  Social  Workers. 

Class  C — A  Branch  serving  a  blind  population  of  less  than  three  hundred 
persons,  and  a  seeing  population  of  less  than  three  hundred  thousand  persons, 
and  responsible  for  gross  income  per  annum  and  permanent  assets  of  less 
than  twenty-five  thousand  dollars: 

Completion  of  a  four  year  course  of  undergraduate  work  at  a  college  or 
university  and  social  work  training  and  experience,  such  as  would  qualify 
them  for  full  membership  in  the  American  Association  of  Social  Wrorkers;  or 

Completion  of  a  High  School  course  with  three  years  practical  experience, 
two  of  which  have  been  in  an  executive  capacity. 

All  other  qualifications  being  equal,  preference  should  be  given  to  a  blind 
applicant. 

RESOLUTION 

MOVED  that  the  Qualifications  laid  down  in  the  schedule  prepared  by 
Messrs.  S.  Mervyn  Sinclair  and  H.  R.  Latimer,  referred  to  in  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  "Administrative  Problems",  be  and  hereby  are  adopted 
with  such  modifications  as  special  conditions  may  require;  as  the  policy  of 
the  Association  in  its  administration  throughout  the  Branches. 

MOVED  FURTHER  that  the  Trustees  in  thus  standardizing  the  Qualifi- 
cations of  Branch  Superintendents  desire  to  go  on  record  as  favoring  the 
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employment  of  capable  blind  executives  wherever  possible,  and  as  looking 
with  extreme  disfavor  upon  the  removal  of  blind  or  partially  blind  executives, 
except  for  manifest  inefficiency — moral,  mental  or  physical;  and  that 
wherever  sighted  supervision  is  essential,  such  supervision  be  secured  by 
additions  to  or  adjustments  of  the  staff,  rather  than  through  the  dismissal  of 
blind  executives. 


THOMAS  SIMPSON  McALONEY 

THE  following  facts  were  taken  from  the  article  written  on  Thomas 
Simpson  McAloney,  by  Mr.  John  F.  Bledsoe,  Superintendent  of  the 
Maryland  School  for  the  Blind,  as  published  in  the  September,  1932,  issue 
of  the  "Outlook  for  the  Blind": 

"In  the  fall  of  1892  there  appeared  at  Gallaudet  College  for  the  Deaf  a 
group  of  young  college  men  who  had  been  selected  as  Fellows  to  spend  a  year 
at  the  College  in  learning  to  teach  the  deaf.  Among  them  was  Thomas  S. 
McAloney,  who,  though  not  a  college  man,  had  been  granted  a  special 
scholarship  by  Dr.  Gallaudet  because  of  his  splendid  record  made  as  a 
teacher  in  the  Ulster  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind  in  Ireland.  *  *  *  *  * 

"He  was  always  the  life  of  the  party,  whole-hearted,  generous,  and  ever 
ready  with  a  good  Irish  joke  or  folksong.     His  wTork  at  the  College  was 

"Born  in  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  June  26,  1869,  of  a  family  which  for 
generations  had  been  prominent  in  educational  work,  Dr.  McAloney  attend- 
ed the  national  schools  of  Ireland  and  was  elected  a  teacher  in  the  Ulster 
Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind,  March  16,  1885.  This  work  greatly 
appealed  to  him,  and  during  his  period  of  service  at  this  institution  he  took 
special  courses  in  the  Royal  University  of  Ireland,  and  in  South  Kensington 
College  of  Arts  and  Sciences. 

"It  wras  at  this  time  also  that  his  sympathy  and  interest  in  the  blind  was 
aroused.  He  met  here,  and  became  the  friend  of,  a  blind  music  teacher, 
and,  in  order  to  help  him,  learned  braille.  During  spare  moments  he  wrote 
several  books  in  braille  for  this  friend,  and  for  years  afterwards  he  corre- 
sponded with  him  in  braille.  His  work  at  the  Ulster  Institute  was  highly 
commended,  and,  having  met  Dr.  Edward  M.  Gallaudet  at  a  conference 
abroad,  he  was  offered  and  accepted  a  special  scholarship  in  the  Normal 
Department  of  Gallaudet  College. 

"After  his  graduation,  Dr.  McAloney  entered  upon  a  career  which 
eventually  placed  him  among  the  foremost  educators  in  his  field.  ***** 

"In  each  of  the  schools  which  he  served,  with  the  wealth  of  valuable 
experience  behind  him  of  problems  met  and  difficulties  overcome,  which  he 
brought  to  bear  on  his  newr  problems,  Dr.  McAloney  introduced  new  methods 
and  made  improvements  in  plan  and  equipment  which  materially  raised  the 
standard  of  the  work  done,  placing  these  schools  among  the  foremost  of 
their  kind  in  the  world.  He  was  deeply  devoted  to  his  career  of  attempting 
to  fit  his  students  for  lives  of  usefulness  in  spite  of  their  handicaps,  and  he 
brought  to  his  work  an  enthusiasm  and  capacity  for  progress  that  achieved 
practical  and  lasting  results. 

"In  the  passing  of  Thomas  S.  McAloney  the  profession  has  lost  one  of  its 
most  enthusiastic  and  efficient  educators,  and  we  who  knew  him,  a  dear 
friend.     He  will  be  long  missed  from  among  his  co-workers." 


nEvery  Home  a  Patron  of  Blind  Skill" 

*J  152  Clubs  of  the  State  Federation  of  Pennsylvania  Women, 
brought  us  nearer  to  the  realization  of  this  slogan,  by  holding  sales 
of  blind-made  products  during  the  1930-31  Club  year. 

5  Information  on  conducting  these  sales  can  be  obtained  from  any 
Branch  of  the  Association. 

5  Will  your  club  help  make  this  year  100%  by  arranging  for  a  sale 
in  connection  with  your  program? 
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EPRINT  of  excerpts  from  the  By-Laws  of  the  American  Association  of 
Social  Workers,  130  East  22nd  Street,  New  York  City. 

REQUIREMENTS  FOR  MEMBERSHIP 

Junior  Membership,  Section  3 
(Effective  March  1,  1930) 

ARTICLE  IV 

Section  1.  Membership  in  the  American  Association  of  Social  Workers 
is  open  to  men  and  women  trained  in  social  work  who  are  or  have  been 
professionally  concerned  with  problems  of  social  organization  and  adjust- 
ment, and  whose  ethical  standards  of  performance  and  character  are  in 
conformity  with  those  of  this  Association. 

Section  2.  There  shall  be  two  classes  of  membership:  Junior  Member 
and  Member.  Members  and  Junior  Members  shall  be  eligible  to  vote. 
Members  only  shall  be  eligible  to  hold  office.  Any  person  eligible  to  be  a 
Member  or  Junior  Member  may  become  a  Contributing  or  Sustaining 
Member  by  the  payment  of  annual  membership  dues  designated  for  these 
types  of  membership  in  Article  VII . 

Section  3.  Qualifications  for  Junior  Membership.  Applicants  for 
Junior  Membership  shall  after  March  1,  1930  have  the  following  qualifi- 
cations for  admission  to  Junior  Membership  in  the  Association : 

(1)  Minimum  age  of  21  years. 

(2)  Completion  of  at  least  two  years'  work  in  an  approved  college. 

(3)  Three  additional  years  of  general  education,  technical  training  or 
employment  in  an  approved  agency.  This  requirement  may  be 
satisfied  in  either  one  of  the  two  following  ways: 

a.  Completion  of  two  additional  years'  work  in  an  approved  college 
plus  one  year's  work  in  an  approved  school  of  social  work. 

b.  Three  years  spent  in  some  combination  of:  attendance  at  an 
approved  college,  attendance  at  an  approved  school  of  social  work, 
or  employment  in  an  approved  agency,  provided  however  that 
the  applicant  has  satisfactorily  completed: 

*Fifteen  semester  hours  of  social  or  biological  science  in  an  ap- 
proved college  or  school  of  social  work. 

Ten  semester  hours  of  approved  technical  social  work  courses. 
Three  hundred  hours  of  supervised  field  work  in  connection  with 
technical  social  work  courses. 

(4)  Employment  at  the  time  of  application  in  an  approved  agency. 

Full  Membership,  Section  4 
(Effective  after  July  1,  1933) 

Section  4.  Qualifications  for  Membership.  Applicants  for  Member- 
ship shall  after  July  1,  1933,  have  the  following  qualifications  for  admission 
to  membership  in  the  Association : 

(1)   Completion  of  at  least  two  years'  work  in  an  approved  college. 
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(2)  Five  additional  years  of  general  education,  technical  training  or 
employment  in  an  approved  agency.  This  requirement  may  be 
satisfied  in  either  one  of  the  two  following  ways: 

a.  Graduation  from  an  approved  college  plus  one  year  in  an  approved 
school  of  social  work,  plus  two  years  of  employment  in  an  approved 
agency. 

b.  Five  years  spent  in  some  combination  of:  attendance  at  an 
approved  college,  attendance  at  an  approved  school  of  social  work, 
or  employment  in  an  approved  agency,  provided  however  that 
the  applicant  has  satisfactorily  completed: 

*Twenty  semester  hours  of  social   and   biological   science  in   an 
approved  college  or  school  of  social  work. 

Twenty-four  semester  hours  of  approved  technical  social  work 
courses. 

Three  hundred  hours  of  supervised  field  work  in  connection  with 
the  technical  social  work  courses. 
Two  years  of  employment  in  an  approved  agency. 

(3)  (Substitute  for  requirements  1  and  2)  Graduation  from  a  four  year 
college,  plus  completion  of  a  two  year  graduate,  course  in  an  approved 
school  of  social  work  shall  be  regarded  as  fulfilling  requirements 
1  and  2. 

Section7  5.  No  one  may  continue  as  a  Junior  Member  after  he  becomes 
eligible  to  full  membership.  No  one  may  remain  a  Junior  Member  more 
than  five  years  unless  granted  extension  for  cause  by  the  National  Mem- 
bership Committee. 

Section  6.  The  National  Membership  Committee  with  the  approval  of 
the  Executive  Committee  may  in  exceptional  circumstances  elect  to  mem- 
bership persons  who  do  not  technically  meet  the  requirements  specified 
above. 

Full  Membership 
(Effective  until  July  1,  1933) 

Until  the  requirements  for  Full  Membership  as  stated  in  Section  4  become 
operative  July  1,  1933,  the  present  requirements  for  Full  Membership  will 
be  in  effect.  These  requirements  as  set  forth  in  Article  IV,  Section  4,  of 
the  current  By-Laws  are  as  follows: 

Section  4.  A  member  shall  hereafter  at  the  time  of  his  admittance  meet 
the  following  qualifications: 

He  must  have  had  four  years  of  practical  experience  in  social  organ- 
izations of  recognized  standing  and  have  demonstrated  that  he  possesses 
an  educational  background  warranting  expectation  of  success  and 
progress  in  the  profession  of  social  work.  He  must  be  not  less  than 
twenty-five  years  of  age. 

Graduation  from  a  two-year  course  in  an  approved  school  of  social 
work  and  one  year  of  experience  may  be  accepted  in  lieu  of  four  years' 
experience;  completion  of  one  year  in  an  approved  school  of  social 
work  in  lieu  of  one  year  of  experience;   completion  of  one  year  or  more 
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of  graduate  work  in  social  science  in  an  accredited  college  or  university 
in  lieu  of  one  year's  experience;  two  or  more  years  of  experience  in  a 
closely  related  profession  in  lieu  of  one  year  of  experience.  In  no  case 
shall  a  member  have  had  at  the  time  of  his  admittance  less  than  one 
year  of  practical  experience  in  social  work. 

As  evidence  of  educational  background  warranting  expectation  of 
success  and  progress  in  the  profession  of  social  work,  consideration  shall 
be  given  to  such  facts  as  graduation  from  college  or  university,  com- 
pletion of  special  courses  in  colleges,  universities  or  schools  of  social 
work,  individual  study,  papers  prepared  for  conferences  or  other 
proceedings,  and  any  special  achievements  in  social  work. 

*Any  courses  in  Sociology,  Economics,  Political  Science,  Psychology  and 
Psychiatry,  Anthropology  and  Biology,  may  be  submitted  as  social  and 
biological  sciences.  Special  courses  in  Education,  such  as  Educational 
Psychology  and  Educational  Sociology  and  special  courses  in  Home  Eco- 
nomics, such  as  Nutrition  and  Dietetics,  Home  Nursing  and  Household 
Budgets,  may  be  submitted.  Applicant  should  also  submit  any  other 
courses  which  he  thinks  should  be  included  in  social  and  biological  sciences. 


AS  OTHERS  SEE  US 

MISS  MINNIE  E.  HICKS,  for  years  teacher  in  the  Maryland  School 
for  the  Blind,  poetess  and  club  woman,  writes  us  in  a  recent  letter,  as 
follows: 

"Stories  of  achievement  are  always  interesting,  first,  because  there  is 
something  in  the  mere  fact  of  accomplishment  that  stirs  the  imagination 
and  compels  admiration;  and  second,  because  we  feel  that,  generally 
speaking,  what  one  person  or  group  of  persons  can  do  others  can  do  also. 
It  is  for  these  reasons  that  The  Seer,  organ  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association 
for  the  Blind,  is  welcomed  by  a  wide  circle  of  readers,  both  within  and  out- 
side of  the  State.  Its  sponsors  have  added  to  its  usefulness  by  issuing  it  in 
Braille  as  well  as  in  ink  print,  thus  making  it  accessible  alike  to  touch  and 
sight  readers.  Few  activities  have  been  subject  to  a  more  extended  'trial 
and  error'  process  than  the  work  for  the  blind,  and  often  long  periods  of  time 
have  elapsed  before  'errors'  have  been  recognized  as  such.  In  the  main,  too, 
each  group  has  had  to  work  out  its  own  salvation  with  little  help  from  the 
experiences  of  other  groups.  Any  publication,  therefore,  that  states  clearly 
what  has  been  done  in  various  communities  and  by  what  methods  difficulties 
have  been  overcome  cannot  fail  to  lessen  waste  of  time  and  effort,  to  create 
a  healthful  spirit  of  competition,'  and  to  advance  the  work  as  a  whole.  With 
these  benefits  in  mind,  we  say,  'Long  live  The  Seer'  ". 


Make  your  last  Will  and  Testament  in  favor  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind,  Inc. 
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YARNS 

Made  at  Our  Own  Mill  Under  Our  Own  Brands 

"TIP  TOP" 

"LION" 
"VICTOR" 

Put  Up  On  Tubes,  Many  Ends  Off,  or  In  Skeins 

FOR 

Mop  and  Mop  Head 
Manufacturers 

Write  for  Prices  and  Samples 
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LONG  WEAR  AND  APPEARANCE 


Our  Prices  Are  Right 
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WHAT  THE  SEER  SEES 

'  I  HE  Seer  sees,  pursuant  to  the  raising  of  standards  and  qualifications 
■*  made  by  the  Association's  Board  of  Trustees  as  published  in  the 
November  issue,  the  appointment  to  the  staff  of  Branch  Superintendents, 
two  persons  eminently  equipped  for  the  work  in  hand,  namely,  Miss  Miriam 
Brinkerhoff  and   Miss  Anne  Machos. 

The  earlier  stages  of  any  philanthropic  work,  especially  of  work  for 
the  blind,  are  the  most  difficult.  Moreover,  these  stages  are  usually  carried 
on  by  executives  of  special  experience,  rather  than  by  those  of  technical 
training  for  the  social  problems  involved.  In  work  for  the  blind,  these 
executives  are  often  without  sight.  When  the  work  acquires  the  propor- 
tions which  lead  to  general  recognition  of  its  value,  it  is  possible  to  obtain 
the  funds  necessary  to  secure  more  technically  trained  workers.  Such  is 
the  situation  in  connection  with  our  Dauphin  County  Branch.  Over  a 
period  of  nine  years,  the  most  difficult  work  in  the  building  up  of  this 
Branch  has  been  done  under  especially  trying  circumstances  by  two  succes- 
sive partially  sighted  executives,  Miss  M.  Pearl  Mason  and  Mrs.  L.  J- 
Johnson.  Mrs.  Johnson  brought  to  this  field  of  activity,  a  long  experience 
in  work  for  the  blind,  and  a  personality  singularly  humane  and  practical. 
Under  her  management,  the  work  grew  greatly,  permanent  quarters  were 
acquired,  and  the  situation  was  ripe  for  the  introduction  of  more  technical 
social  case  work  methods.  In  the  appointment  of  Miss  Brinkerhoff  as 
Superintendent  of  the  Branch,  November  1,  1932,  at  the  same  time  that 
the  tried  and  true  services  of  Mrs.  Johnson  were  retained,  the  situation 
should  be  very  much  strengthened;  and  we  shall,  in  fairness  to  the  local 
Board  of  Directors,  on  behalf  of  'the  excellent  work  already  done,  expect  a 
marked  advance  in  the  work  of  this  Branch  in  the  immediate  future.  More- 
over, it  is  understood  that  Mrs.  Johnson's  association  with  this  technically 
trained  executive  will  soon  insure  her  the  social  case  work  experience  needed 
to  round  out  her  otherwise  complete  equipment  for  the  position  of  Super- 
intendent.    (See  page  11.) 

Miss  Vlachos,  beginning  her  work  January  1,  1933,  brings  to  the 
superintendency  of  our  Northampton  County  Branch,  a  wide  experience  in 
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executive  work,  as  well  as  a  versatile  equipment  along  social  case  work  lines. 
As  but  little  of  a  permanent  or  comprehensive  character  has  been  done  in 
this  field,  we  are  looking  to  our  new  Superintendent  to  initiate,  as  time  and 
funds  permit,  a  constructive  program  in  behalf  of  the  blind  people  and  of  the 
prevention  of  blindness  for  this  area.     (See  page  21.) 

Mr.  Jacob  Bausch,  mentioned  in  our  November  issue,  is  tackling  his 
problems  with  exceptional  intelligence  and  zest,  and  we  are  glad  to  give 
space  elsewhere  to  an  article  concerning  him.     (See  page  27.) 

A  S  The  Seer  looks  back  over  the  past  twelve  months,  the  hundredth 
-*-  *-  anniversaries  of  the  first  three  schools  for  the  blind  in  America,  located 
respectively  at  Boston,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia,  stand  out  by  far  as 
the  most  interesting  and  inspiring  events  of  the  year.  Everyone  should 
read  the  Proceedings  of  the  Thirty-first  Biennial  Convention  of  the  American 
Association  of  Instructors  of  the  Blind,  and  the  Ninety-seventh  Annual 
Report  of  the  New  York  Institute  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  which 
volumes  together  give  an  excellent  exposition  of  the  Centennial  itself  and  of 
the  great  work  done  during  the  first  hundred  years  of  the  education  of  the 
blind  in  America. 

The  Seer  notes  with  gratification,  the  appearance  of  a  new  interde- 
nominational magazine  for  the  blind,  issued  under  the  auspices  of  the 
John  Milton  Foundation,  as  announced  in  the  following  release: 

"The  religious  magazine  in  braille,  forecast  last  spring,  began  its 
monthly  appearance  in  January,  under  the  name,  'John  Milton  Magazine.' 
It  is  devoted  in  part  to  general  religious  articles  and  news,  and  in  part  to 
Sunday  School  Lessons,  following  the  Uniform  Lesson  System. 

"The  Sunday  School  Lessons  are  being  written:  First  Quarter,  by  the 
Rev.  Hight  C.  Moore,  D.  D.,  Baptist;  Second  Quarter,  by  the  Rev.  L.  H. 
Bugbee,  D.  D.,  Methodist;  Third  Quarter,  by  the  Rev.  James  H.  Snowden, 
D.  D.,  Presbyterian;  and  the  Fourth  Quarter,  by  the  Rev.  C.  A.  Hauser, 
D.  D.,  Reformed  in  U.  S. ;  all  four  of  whom  are  outstanding  Sunday  School 
Lesson  writers. 

"The  religious  articles  and  news  will  be  chiefly  from  leading  religious 
publications,  denominational  and  interdenominational;  the  purpose  being  to 
make  the  best  in  print  available  in  braille,  so  far  as  the  limits  of  the  magazine 
allow. 

"The  magazine  is  free.  It  is  being  financed  by  contributions  of  various 
denominational  Boards  of  Publication,  Education,  Sunday  School  Work, 
Home  Missions,  and  other  funds.  Over  forty  denominations  are  repre- 
sented by  the  nine  hundred  blind,  who  have  already  applied  for  the  maga- 
zine. Others  desiring  it  should  send  (1)  their  names  and  addresses,  clearly 
written;  (2)  their  denominational  connection  or  preference;  and  (3)  ten 
cents  registration  fee,  to  the  Honorary  Secretary,  Rev.  L.  B.  Chamberlain, 
D.  D.,  210  Bible  House,  Astor  Place,  New  York." 
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/Tshk  Seek  takes  pleasure  in  making  available  to  its  readers,  the  following 
■*■  paragraphs  from  the  President's  Annual  Report  to  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  October,  1932: 

"Talking  Books — We  believe  we  are  on  the  eve  of  a  revolutionary 
change  in  reading  matter  for  the  blind.  The  Foundation  has  long  been 
watching  closely,  developments  in  the  field  of  phonograph  record  production, 
In  the  hope  that  eventually  discoveries  would  make  it  feasible  to  publish 
books  for  the  blind  in  this  way.  Now,  a  combination  of  improvements  and 
inventions  make  this  old  dream  practically  a  reality. 

"Through  the  generosity  of  the  Carnegie  Corporation,  Mrs.  William  H. 
Moore  and  others,  our  Foundation  has  been  able  to  set  up  a  soundproof 
testing  studio,  and  to  employ  a  sound  engineer  to  carry  on  the  developmental 
work.  Recognizing  the  importance  of  this  undertaking,  these  friends  have 
given  $17,500  to  apply  this  year  to  this  single  activity. 

"The  Research  Departments  of  the  RCA  Victor  Company  and  of  the 
American  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company,  have  extended  much  helpful 
counsel,  based  upon  their  investigations  and  experience. 

"The  development  of  books  on  phonograph  records,  or  'Talking  Books,' 
will  be  one  of  the  greatest  boons  ever  conferred  on  the  blind.  Possibly  ten 
discs  will  be  able  to  carry  the  contents  of  an  average  book — about  90,000 
words.  When  perfected,  blind  men  and  women  can,  by  the  use  of  an  in- 
expensive talking  machine,  sit  comfortably  and  enjoy  literature  as  their 
tastes  dictate,  by  means  of  'Talking  Books.'  Many  blinded  in  later  life, 
whose  fingers  are  not  sufficiently  sensitive,  are  unable  to  learn  braille." 

"Broomshop  Managers  Conference — At  the  request  of  managers  of 
broomshops  for  the  blind,  our  Foundation  sponsored  two  regional  con- 
ferences— one  in  the  Middle  West  and  one  on  the  Atlantic  Seaboard — called 
for  the  discussion  of  questions  concerning  competition  in  selling,  ethical 
practices,  et  cetera,  which  had  become  acute  during  the  past  two  years. 
Both  Conferences  resulted  in  eliminating  causes  of  friction,  which  might 
have  become  serious  if  allowed  to  continue." 

"Joint  Committee  on  the  Deaf-Blind — A  Joint  Committee  on  the 
Deaf-Blind,  has  been  formed  representing  the  American  Foundation  for  the 
Blind,  and  the  two  national  agencies  interested  in  the  deaf  and  the  hard  of 
hearing.  The  Committee  has  outlined  a  nation-wide  program  for  the  deaf- 
blind.  Present  financial  conditions,  render  it  impossible  to  undertake  the 
carrying  through  of  this  comprehensive  program  immediately,  but  a  begin- 
ning has  been  made.  Through  the  efforts  of  our  Field  Director,  the  State 
of  Kentucky,  a  few  months  ago,  enacted  a  law  providing  for  the  education 
of  the  deaf-blind,  and  the  needs  of  this  unfortunate  group  have  been 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  law  makers  of  several  other  States." 

"Laws  Concerning  Blind  Voters — Our  various  compilations  of  laws 
affecting  the  blind  have  been  kept  up  to  date,  and  we  have  an  increasing 
number  of  calls  for  such  information.  Copies  of  state  laws  providing 
assistance  to  blind  voters  in  ink  print  and  braille,  have  been  sent  to  blind 
persons  on  request,  and  the  presidential  election  has  created  a  brisk  demand 
for  this  service." 
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r^HE  Seer  notes  with  gratification  that  its  hopes  expressed  in  the  last 
-*-  issue  that  more  individuals  would  equip  themselves  for  eye-medical 
social  service  is  being  realized  in  the  person  of  Miss  Dorothy  Hosford,  of 
Philadelphia.  Miss  Hosford  has  received  a  scholarship  for  such  training  in 
connection  with  the  McMillan  Eye  Hospital  of  the  University  of  Wash- 
ington, St.  Louis,  Mo.,  with  the  expectation  of  subsequent  service  with  the 
Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind. 

O PEAKING  of  individuals  having  special  social  case  work  and  other  like 
^preparation  for  work  among  the  blind,  The  Seer  is  very  glad  to  give 
space  in  this  issue  to  Mrs.  Mary  Dranga  Campbell,  who  was  among  the 
first  (if  not  the  first)  socially-trained  workers  for  the  blind.  Mrs.  Campbell 
is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  American  Association  of  Social  Workers, 
since  1909  has  been  a  member  of  the  National  Conference  on  Social  Work, 
and  has  always  labored  toward  the  proper  socialization  of  work  for  the  blind. 
It  is  with  pleasure,  therefore,  that  The  Seer  gives  notice  of  Mrs.  Campbell's 
acceptance  of  service,  beginning  February  1,  1933,  in  connection  with  the 
Brooklyn  Bureau  of  Charities.     (See  page  9.) 


AS  OTHERS  SEE  US 

IV/TRS.  MARY  DRANGA  CAMPBELL,  wrote  us,  as  follows: 
-L  *  A  "I  have  read  each  copy  of  The  Seer  with  great  interest,  and  I  feel 
that  it  is  serving  not  only  as  an  excellent  medium  of  communication  among 
your  several  Branches  for  the  exchange  of  experiences,  but  is  also  providing 
the  means  of  disseminating  information  and  stimulating  an  interest  in  work 
for  the  prevention  of  blindness  and  those  who  have  already  lost  their  sight 
in  the  Commonwealth." 

TV/fR-  S.  M.  GREEN,  Superintendent  of  the  Missouri  School   for  the 
-LtA    Blind,  says: 

' 'Another  number  of  The  Seer  has  come  to  me  with  all  of  its  interest- 
ing items,  news  and  articles  in  the  work  that  means  so  much  to  us  all.  Its 
practical  suggestions  on  shopwork,  homework,  and  placement  are  very  help- 
ful indeed.  The  evidences  of  cooperation  and  progress  are  very  gratifying 
and  cannot  fail  to  be  helpful  to  other  organizations." 

THE  following  letter  from  the  Program  Manager  of  KDKA,  Frederick  G. 
Rodgers,  to  the  Microphone  Melody  Makers  of  the  P.  A.  B.,  will  be  of 
interest  to  all  workers  for  the  blind  concerned  with  radio  broadcasting: 
"Dear  Sirs: 

"In  sending  you  best  wishes  for  the  coming  Christmas  season, 
we  wish  to  express  our  appreciation  for  your  contribution  to  our 
radio  programs  during  the  past  year.  We  trust,  in  the  knowledge 
that  your  work  brought  pleasure  to  our  listeners,  you  have,  in  some 
measure,  been  repaid  for  the  time  and  effort  you  gave. 

"For  Mr.  Oliver  Morton,  Manager,  and  the  Staff  of  KDKA, 
we  wish  for  you  a  real  Happy  Christmas  and  much  prosperity  in 
1933." 
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MARY  DRANGA  CAMPBELL 
By  Francia  Baird  Crocker 


WORKERS  lor  the  blind  in   the  cast  will  welcome  the  news  of  Mrs. 
Mary  Dranga  Campbell's  appointment  as  director  of  work  for  the 
handicapped  (blind  and  crippled)  under  the  Brooklyn  Bureau  of  Charities, 

Brooklyn,  X.  V. 

Known  throughout  the  United 
States  for  her  efforts  to  advance  work 
for  the  blind,  Mrs.  Campbell  not  only 
holds  an  enviable  place  among  workers 
themselves,  but  has  won  main-  friends 
to  this  field  through  her  indefatigable 
efforts  and  generous  support  of  every 
movement  where  blind  people  are 
concerned. 

Mrs. 
editor  and 


was     assistant 
manager  of  The 
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Campbe 
business 
Outlook  for  the  Blind,  and  co-editor 
and  compiler  of  the  first  Directory  of 
Institutions  for  the  Blind  in  the 
United  States  and   Canada. 

As    assistant    superintendent    of 
the  Ohio  State  School  for  the  Blind, 
and   later   as   acting   superintendent, 
she  was  brought  in  close  contact  with 
problems     concerning     blind     youth. 
But  her  activities  have  not  been  con- 
fined  to   this   field,   for  as  executive 
director    of    two   state-wide    organizations,    i.  e.    the    Pennsylvania    State 
Council  for  the  Blind,  and  the  Missouri  Commission  for  the  Blind,  she  has 
guided  and  promoted  work  for  the  adult  blind. 

She  is  a  member  of  the  American  Association  of  Social  Workers;  the 
National  Conference  on  Social  Work;  and  the  American  Association  of 
Workers  for  the  Blind.  She  has  visited  the  majority  of  organizations  for 
the  blind  in  the  United  States,  and  has  studied  institutions  for  the  blind  in 
England,  Austria,  France,  Norway,  and  The  Balkans. 

No  sketch  is  complete  without  at  least  mentioning  what  she  has  done 
in  other  fields  of  social  work.  After  receiving  a  diploma  from  the  Chicago 
School  of  Civics  and  Philanthropy,  she  did  social  work  in  Pittsburgh  and 
Chicago,  and  later  was  associated  with  the  Juvenile  Psychopathic  Institute 
of  Chicago  and  the  Eugenics  Record  Office,  Long  Island.  As  a  member  of 
the  Serbian  Child  Welfare  Association  of  America,  she  was  twice  decorated 
by  the  Jugoslavian  Government  for  her  work  with  war  orphans  and  in  the 
rebuilding  of  the  elementary  schools  in  Serbia. 

Brooklyn  is  fortunate  to  have  secured  a  person  wrho  is  generally  recog- 
nized as  one  of  America's  outstanding  workers  for  the  blind. 
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BEAVER  COUNTY  BRANCH 

By  Sherman  L.  Roney,  Secretary 
Beaver  Falls  Lions  Club 

'T^HROUGH  the  splendid  cooperation  of  Mr.  Sam  Hanauer  and  the  Rialto 
-*-  Theatre  of  Beaver  Falls,  Pa.,  the  Lions  Club  and  the  Beaver  County 
Branch  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind,  were  able  to  stage  a 
Benefit  Program  for  the  blind  people  of  the  County.  Advance  ticket  sale 
and  publicity  was  handled  by  the  Lions  and  the  Association,  and  through 
the  kindness  of  the  Theatre  Manager,  Mr.  Hanauer,  the  Association  received 
fifty  per  cent  of  the  net  receipts  from  all  performances  for  Monday,  Tuesday, 
and  Wednesday,  January  9,  10  and  11.  This  benefit  show  netted  the 
Association  over  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

As  a  special  Christmas  Season  activity,  the  Beaver  Falls  Lions  Club 
distributed  specially  made  white  canes  to  each  blind  person  in  Beaver  Falls 
and  the  neighboring  towns,  who  are  able  to  get  around  by  themselves.  The 
distribution  of  these  Christmas  presents  was  made  by  Miss  Adelaide  Sullivan, 
Superintendent  of  the  Beaver  County  Branch  of  the  Association.  Twenty- 
four  canes  were  given  out.  This  distribution  met  with  so  much  favorable 
reaction  that  the  Lions  pledged  themselves  to  furnish  all  canes  necessary  for 
distribution  throughout  the  entire  County. 


CAMBRIA  COUNTY  BRANCH 

By  Helen  Fox,  Superintendent 

'  I  AHE  Cambria  County  Branch  wishes  to  devote  its  space  in  "The  Seer" 
-■■  this  quarter  to  the  excellent  work  of  the  Cresson  Committee,  under  the 
management  of  Mrs.  H.  E.  Lowman.  This  committee  was  organized  about 
a  year  ago  and  during  this  time  they  have  taken  care  of  about  sixty-five  eye 
cases,  some  of  whom  had  incipient  eye  trouble  and  others  who  were  suffering 
from  serious  eye  diseases.  The  committee  has  also  worked  with  blind 
persons  in  Cresson  and  vicinity,  and  has  never  let  an  opportunity  go  by  in 
which  they  could  render  service  to  the  Cambria  County  Branch  at  large,  or 
to  the  individuals  in  their  community. 

The  committee  has  raised  its  funds  by  the  following  methods:  Each 
committee  member  has  held  a  card  party  in  wThich  they  pledged  themselves 
to  raise  enough  money  to  take  care  of  one  person.  They  have  had  several 
square  dances,  a  round  dance,  and  plans  are  now  under  way  to  stage  a  play 
of  home  talent.  They  have  held  several  bake  sales,  and  have  done  all  in 
their  power  to  market  blind-made  articles.  It  is  not  saying  too  much,  when 
we  give  the  Cresson  Committee  the  credit  of  having  almost  every  man, 
woman  and  child  of  the  community,  alive  in  the  interest  of  the  work  for  the 
blind,  and  together  waging  the  war  for  the  prevention  of  needless  blindness 
and  the  conservation  of  vision. 

We  sincerely  hope  that  within  the  near  future,  every  city  and  borough 
of  Cambria  County  will  follow  the  lead  of  Cresson  and  join  in  the  march  for 
exterminating  blindness  through  carelessness  and  neglect. 
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DAUPHIN  COUNTY  BRANCH 
By  Miriam  Brinkerhoff,  Superintendent 

IN  L929,  the  Harrisburg  Welfare  Federation  raised  a  special  fund  in  their 
spring  campaign  to  rare  for  the  blind  mendicants  on  the  city  streets. 
The  purpose  of  this  fund  was  to  allow  these  blind  to  live  in  the  same  comfort 

as  they  were  able  to  do  by  soliciting. 
The  fund  was  established  without 
special  study  of  the  needs  of  the  re- 
cipients and,  of  course,  was  based  on 
prices  of  commodities  at  that  time. 
It  was  turned  over  to  the  Dauphin 
County  Branch,  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Association  for  the  Blind  to  ad- 
minister. At  the  beginning,  every- 
thing seemed  all  right  with  the  plan, 
but  later  friction  grew  out  of  this  as 
the  men  and  women  employed  in  the 
workshop  were  dissatisfied,  as  their 
earnings  were  so  much  less  than  the 
amount  the  mendicants  were  receiving, 
while  in  main*  instances  their  needs 
were  greater. 

In     1932,     the     Dauphin     County 
Branch  decided  it  was  time  to  make  a 

real  study  of  the  families  receiving  aid 
MIRIAM  BRINKERHOFF  frQm    their   cndre    rdief   fundj    and    a 

trained  case  worker  was  borrowed  from  the  Associated  Aid  Societies  to 
make  the  study.  This  study  took  three  months  time  and  was  most  care- 
fully done.  There  was  a  Case  Committee  established  to  hear  each  case 
reviewed  and  the  facts  were  presented  to  them  by  the  case  worker  and  the 
decisions  reached  as  to  the  amount  each  family  needed  by  the  Case  Com- 
mittee. The  Case  Worker  first  visited  each  blind  mendicant  and  his  family, 
explaining  the  study  and  going  over  with  him  his  needs.  The  questions  of 
food,  fuel,  rent,  insurance,  lighting,  clothing,  and  even  debts  were  discussed, 
and  a  budget  drawn  up.  Where  a  family  did  not  know  the  cost  of  food,  the 
budget  used  by  the  Pennsylvania  Mother's  Assistance  Fund  was  used. 
After  this  was  completed  and  before  any  changes  in  the  amounts  given  each 
family  were  made,  the  case  worker  then  visited  each  one  employed  in  the 
workshop  and  made  a  similar  study  of  their  needs.  These  cases  were  also 
presented  to  the  Case  Committee  for  decision.  In  most  of1  the  cases  of  the 
blind  mendicants,  it  was  found  that  they  were  receiving  more  than  their 
requirements  at  the  present  market  prices  of  commodities.  It  is  interesting 
to  mention  that  many  of  the  mendicants  had  noted  this  themselves  and  had 
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agreed  to  a  reduction.  When  the  adjustments  were  finally  made,  it  was 
possible  to  take  one  more  blind  person  on  for  help  who  had  a  small  daughter 
to  support,  and  also  give  to  the  men  in  the  workshop  with  large  families  a 
supplementary  amount  to  cover  their  actual  needs.  There  was  very  little 
dissension  over  reductions  in  allowances  and,  of  course,  where  it  was  possible 
to  increase,  a  greater  feeling  of  security  was  established  in  these  homes. 

The  case  worker  was  also  asked  to  devote  part  of  her  study  to  the  actual 
management  of  the  Workshop  and  make  suggestions  which  occurred  to  her 
for  improvement.  This,  of  course,  was  a  harder  thing  to  do,  inasmuch  as 
the  Workshop  was  fairly  well  organized  and  accepted  in  the  community  as 
a  good  piece  of  work  in  the  rehabilitation  of  the  blind.  However,  in  making 
the  study,  she  visited  board  members,  friends  of  the  blind  who  were  not  on 
the  board,  and  consulted  frequently  with  the  Director  of  the  Harrisburg 
Welfare  Federation  and  the  State  Council  for  the  Blind.  The  survey  when 
completed,  called  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  first  to  the  things 
in  the  Association  which  were  good  and  which  should  be  retained  to  make  a 
foundation  for  a  greater  organization  which  could  be  more  helpful  to  the 
blind.  The  second  part  of  the  survey  wras  devoted  to  the  things  wrhich  she 
found  that  she  did  not  think  good,  or  which  she  thought  the  Association 
might  aim  for  in  expanding  its  activities.  These  points  were  gone  into  in 
detail  so  the  Board  might  have  her  point  of  view  in  carrying  out  any  or  all 
of  the  suggestions.  The  recommendations  included  the  employment  of  a 
trained  case  worker;  one  who  was  sympathetic  toward  the  blind  and  their 
handicap  and  who  might  guide  them  toward  rehabilitation.  It  was  also 
suggested  that  case  histories  be  built  on  each  case  in  the  area  of  the  Dauphin 
County  Branch  for  use  of  the  worker,  and  all  workers  who  might  follow. 
She  suggested  a  gradual  extending  of  the  study  of  the  blind  to  the  counties 
of  Perry  and  Cumberland  which  lie  in  the  district  controlled  by  Dauphin 
County,  but  where  little  work  has  ever  been  done.  Her  plan  included  an 
urging  of  development  of  all  possible  resources  outside  of  the  workshop  for 
employment  of  the  blind,  and  also  that  plans  be  formulated  for  recreational 
activities  of  the  blind.  She  also  strongly  urged  that  the  Association  give 
attention  to  the  education  of  the  public  as  to  the  needs  of  the  blind,  so  that 
they  might  be  accepted  as  sighted  people  and  not  set  apart  by  themselves. 
She  also  recommended  that  the  blind  themselves  be  given  more  opportunity 
to  have  a  part  in  the  guiding  of  their  own  activities,  instead  of  everything 
being  done  for  them  without  much  consideration  as  to  their  thoughts  in  the 
matter.  The  last  point  she  made  was  that  the  Dauphin  County  Branch 
prepare  to  take  on  a  prevention  of  blindness  program  throughout  Dauphin 
County  first,  and  later  Cumberland  and  Perry  Counties.  Her  advice  to  the 
Board  was  that  if  this  program  be  sufficiently  developed,  the  problem  of  the 
adult  blind  would  grow  less  in  time,  as  more  eyesight  might  be  saved  in 
childhood  and  thus  save  all  associations  and  state  organizations  in  the  future 
from  such  serious  taxing  in  caring  for  the  adult  blind. 

The  survey  was  accepted  by  the  Board  of  Directors  and  approved  in  its 
entirety.  They  agreed  to  attempt  to  carry  out  the  suggestions  with  all 
possible  speed.  A  start  has  been  made  already,  but  the  Branch  is  not  yet 
ready  to  tell  about  it  for  it  is  a  very  small  start  and  probably  will  take  a  long- 
time to  reach  the  perfection  for  which  the  Board  is  looking. 
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LACKAWANNA  COUNTY  BRANCH 
By  Peter  Sri  it,  Superintendent 

l\/f  ISS  MINNIE  DAVIS,  Mr.  John  Hitchcock  and  Mr.  Leon  Gardner 
±**~  were  hosts  to  about  seventy-five  blind  folks  and  their  friends  at  a 
Christmas  party  held  at  our  Branch,  on  December  19.  After  a  fine  enter- 
tainment where  Dr.  Crane,  pastor  of  the  Elm  Park  Church  was  the  principal 
speaker,  refreshments  were  served  and  each  one  present  received  a  bag  of 
fruit  and  candy.  Transportation  was  also  provided  for  those  who  had  no 
other  way  of  getting  to  their  homes.  This  was  the  tenth  affair  given  by 
Miss  Davis,  and  a  rising  vote  of  thanks  was  extended  to  her,  Mr.  Hitchcock 
and  Mr.  Gardner. 

The  Scranton  Lions  Club  next  took  the  floor.  Three  hundred  and 
ninety  dollars  were  spent  in  spreading  holiday  cheer.  This  consisted  of 
food,  clothing,  shoes,  baskets  of  fruit,  and  many  other  useful  articles.  Even 
those  at  the  Poor  Farms  were  not  forgotten.  The  Lions  gave  most  gener- 
ously of  their  means  and  time.  Each  package  given  was  wrapped  and 
delivered  to  the  person  for  whom  it  was  intended  by  a  member  of  the  Club. 

At  the  Christmas  Meeting  of  the  Lions  Club  in  Hotel  Casey,  the  enter- 
tainment was  furnished  by  blind  people.  Miss  Florence  Andres,  a  graduate 
of  Overbrook  School  and  now  an  honor  student  at  Scranton  Central  High 
School,  gave  some  readings;  Miss  Alberta  Edwards  and  Mr.  Howard  Robin- 
son, entertained  with  musical  numbers. 

Now  comes  the  Sixth  Educational  Week  for  the  Blind.  Through  the 
kindness  of  Mr.  I.  E.  Oppenheim  of  the  Scranton  Dry  Goods  Company,  we 
will  again  take  possession  of  the  sixth  floor  of  this  building,  in  which  is 
housed  an  up-to-the-minute  Cafeteria.  From  all  indications,  this  points  to 
the  best  Week  we  ever  held.  The  event  is  sponsored  by  a  committee  com- 
posed of  representatives  from  all  of  the  churches  in  the  city  and  the  Lions 
Club. 

The  outlook  for  1933  is  bright.  We  have  buried  that  bugbear  word 
"depression"  so  deep,  it  can  never  come  to  life  again.  Here's  a  Happy  New 
Year  to  you  all. 


LANCASTER  COUNTY  BRANCH 
By  Francis  Graves,  Superintendent 

T  X  TK  GIVE   below  a  brief  outline  of  what  seems  to  be  the  outstanding 

*  *    events  of  the  year  for  this  local  Branch  of  the  Association. 

The  inauguration  of  Lancaster's  First  Educational  Week  for  the  Blind, 

.  which  was  undoubtedly  one  of  the  most  comprehensive  publicity  campaigns 

ever  carried  on  in  behalf  of  the  blind  in  this  county.     It  was  successfully 

carried  on,  not  only  because  of  the  interest  aroused  during  the  Week,  but  the 

continued  spirit  of  the  Lancaster  people  throughout,  the  year. 

The  moving  of  the  salesroom  and  workshop  from  218  East  King  Street 
to  320  North  Queen  Street,  was  also  a  step  forward.     The  new  quarters  are 


"Every  Home  a  Patron  of  Blind  Skill" 

*f     152    Clubs    of   the   State  Federation    of  Pennsylvania  Women, 
brought  us  nearer  to  the  realization  of  this  slogan,  by  holding  sales 
of  blind-made  products  during  the  1930-31  Club  year. 

*J    Information  on  conducting  these  sales  can  be  obtained  from  any 
Branch  of  the  Association. 

f    Will  your  club  help  make  this  year  100%  by  arranging  for  a  sale 
in  connection  with  your  program  ? 
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308  South  Craig  Street,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
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more  roomy  and  make  it  possible  to  expand  and  add  new  industries.     With- 
out this  additional  floor  space,  expansion  would  have  been  impossible. 

NEW  INDUSTRIES 

A  Homework  Department  was  started  this  year  and  has  provided  work 
for  seven  in  their  own  homes,  who  otherwise  would  have  been  entirely 
neglected.  In  some  cases,  this  has  meant  a  real  help.  The  making  of 
smocks,  tea  towels,  ironing  board  covers,  and  other  simple  articles  has  been 
undertaken,  and  other  articles  will  be  added  from  time  to  time. 

A  carpet  loom,  donated  by  a  friend,  has  been  in  operation  for  about 
eight  months.  One  man  has  been  kept  busy  with  this  work,  and  the  chair 
caning,  which  he  would  have  done,  has  been  divided  among  the  other  caners. 
Thus  far,  only  rugs  have  been  woven,  and  a  market  is  being  developed  for 
this  product  through  our  salesman,  and  a  wholesale  market,  too,  is  now 
beginning  to  develop.  As  time  goes  by,  new  patterns  and  better  color 
schemes  will  be  undertaken. 

Willow  baskets  have  been  added  to  the  list  of  articles  made  by  the 
local  blind.  Market  baskets  and  shopping  bags  are  now  made  on  order,  and 
kept  in  stock  at  the  work  rooms.  This  means  work  for  one  of  our  needy 
men. 

The  manufacture  of  rubber  door  mats  is  the  newest  enterprise,  and  if 
a  market  is  found  for  this  mat,  work  of  this  nature  will  give  part  time  em- 
ployment for  one  of  the  men  now  caning  chairs. 

SALES 

Because  chair  caning  is  a  waning  industry,  making  it  difficult  to  locate 
enough  of  this  kind  of  work  in  the  usual  way,  and  because  the  addition  of 
new  industries  depends  on  the  development  of  a  market  for  the  manufac- 
tured goods,  special  attention  has  been  given  to  the  creation  of  a  sales 
organization. 

A  sighted  salesman  has  been  sent  into  the  county  to  sell  blind-made 
products  and  to  secure  chair  caning  for  the  workers  of  the  shop.  Up  to  the 
present  time,  the  business  he  has  secured  has  well  repaid  the  organization 
for  employing  him. 

One  of  our  blind  girls  is  now  soliciting  business  over  the  phone.  She 
was  carefully  instructed  before  beginning  this  form  of  selling.  The  Lan- 
caster telephone  book  was  put  into  braille  for  her  by  the  local  chapter  of  the 
Red  Cross.  Her  sales  up  to  the  present  time  have  enabled  her  to  be  in- 
dependent. 

The  Pennsylvania  State  Council  for  the  Blind  assisted  this  Branch  by 
giving  model  lessons  to  four  blind  people — two  in  sewing  and  two  in  basket ry . 
The  Association  gave  lessons  to  eight  home  workers  and  six  workers  at  the 
shop.  One  hundred  and  fourteen  lessons  were  given  in  all,  ninety-eight 
visits  were  made  to  the  blind  in  their  homes,  sales  contacts  were  made,  and 
an  additional  contact  made  for  wholesale  business. 

Sixteen  blind  people  were  paid  wrages  this  year;  three  are  taking  a 
course  in  braille  through  the  Orlando  Lions  Club,  and  the  local  Business  and 
Professional  Women's  Clubs  have  provided  eye  glasses  for  six  children. 
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WELFARE 

The  Family  Service  has  given  some  service  to  two  blind  people.  The 
Red  Cross  is  giving  dress  material  to  blind  people  to  make  up  into  dresses 
for  their  own  use. 

In  this  same  period,  the  story  of  the  work  is  being  carried  by  your  super- 
intendent, personally,  to  clubs,  schools,  churches,  and  other  organizations. 
Thirty-three  addresses  have  been  given  to  a  local  audience  of  approximately 
2,875  people,  and  three  talks  were  given  over  the  local  radio  stations. 

Your  superintendent  wishes  at  this  time  to  acknowledge  the  real  help 
given  him  in  his  work  by  the  Junior  League,  Motor  Corps,  the  local  Lions 
Club,  the  Council  of  Jewish  Women,  the  Pennsylvania  State  Council  for  the 
Blind,  the  Headquarters  of  the  Association,  the  Lancaster  Newspapers,  and 
main'  individual  friends  of  the  blind. 

At  the  annual  meeting,  reports  were  submitted  by  the  Chairmen  oi  the 
following  committees:  Prevention  of  Blindness  and  Conservation  of  Vision, 
H.  E.  Gress;  Education,  Mrs.  I.  M.  Shane;  Sales,  Albert  Wohlsen ;  Enter- 
tainment, Mrs.  Milton  Michaelis;  Motor  and  Guides,  Mrs.  George  Siedel; 
Publicity,  T.  Warren  Metzger;  and  Medical,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  McMurray. 


LEHIGH  COUNTY  BRANCH 

By  George  E.  Ward,  Superintendent 

|"T  WILL  always  be  that  the  blind  of  our  cities  will  have  greater  advan- 
■■■  tages  over  our  blind  people  living  in  rural  districts.  To  the  city-dwelling 
blind  person  are  offered  many  more  opportunities  for  employment,  together 
with  the  more  intensive  services  of  both  local  and  state-wide  organizations. 
The  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind  has  most  naturally  developed 
Branches  in  counties  in  which  are  located  large  industrial  centers.  The 
general  tendency  is  for  state-wide  organizations  to  center  their  activities  in 
and  around  these  industrial  sections,  so  that  the  rural  districts  of  the  State 
are  almost  perennially  unserved. 

Lehigh  County  is  not  by  any  means  a  rural  community.  Yet  we  have 
certain  blind  people  living  in  districts  of  the  County,  who  must  travel  far 
from  home  to  find  any  sort  of  employment,  or  else  find  no  employment  of  a 
practical  nature. 

Among  our  blind  people  living  in  the  country,  who  has  solved  his 
problem,  is  Mr.  Leanda  Snyder.'  Not  only  was  he  deprived  of  his  sight,  but 
also  of  both  hands  in  a  slate  quarry  explosion.  He  is  now  a  huckster.  With 
a  small  truck,  driven  by  his  son,  they  visit  small  towns  in  their  neighborhood, 
and  through  the  sale  of  vegetables  and  fruit  manage  to  eke  out  a  livelihood. 

We  have,  too,  a  salesman  of  our  brooms,  brushes,  and  mops,  who  also 
has  his  habitat  in  the  country.  While  it  is  necessary  for  him  to  spend  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  money  daily  to  reach  the  scene  of  action,  a  part,  if  not  all,  of 
this  investment  is  made  up  in  his  lower  cost  of  living.  The  territory  im- 
mediately surrounding  his  home  is  so  sparcely  populated,  that  it  is  often 
necessary  for  him  to  invest  as  much  as  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  day  in 
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transportation  alone.  With  the  present  conditions  of  marketing,  one  can 
readily  see  that,  although  the  salesman  in  question  has  been  making  a  go  of 
it  for  more  than  a  year,  it  is  a  continuous  struggle  to  make  ends  meet . 

A  girl  of  twenty-two  living  in  the  country  has  partly  solved  her  problem. 
She  has  several  families  on  her  list,  who  employ  her  when  mother  goes  to  the 
bridge  club,  or  mother  and  father  go  to  an  evening  affair.  She  is  sometimes 
paid  by  the  hour  and  sometimes  a  flat  rate  for  looking  after  the  children  and 
the  home,  while  the  high  potentates  are  absent.  It  is  quite  probable  that 
she  hopes  for  bigger  and  better  bridge  clubs,  and  more  and  longer  evening 
functions. 


NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY  BRANCH 

By  Walter  C.  Ruthhart,  Chairman 

^pHE  NORTHAMPTON  County  Branch,  recently  elected  a  new  Super- 
-*■  intendent,  Miss  Anne  Machos,  of  Swarthmore,  Pa.     She  assumed  her 

duties  on  January  1,  1933. 

Miss  Vlachos  has  had  a  wide  ex- 
perience in  Social  Service  work.  Be- 
fore entering  this  type  of  work,  she 
was  Assistant  to  the  Dean  of  Temple 
University,  Philadelphia,  for  five 
years.  She  later  took  training  in 
Family  Case  Work  and  allied  subjects 
in  the  Pennsylvania  School  for  Social 
and    Health   WTork,    in    Philadelphia. 

■  For  four  years  she  was  Superintendent 

t  of  the  West  Philadelphia  District  with 

the  Family  Society  in  Philadelphia 
(then  named  the  Society  for  Organ- 
izing Charity).  Later  Miss  Machos 
was  District  Secretary  for  the  New 
York  Charity  Organization  Society  in 
the  Bowery  District  of  that  City. 
More  recently,  she  was  engaged  in 
Social  Case  work  for  a  period  of  two 
years  in  the  Johns  Hopkins  Hospital, 
Baltimore,  where  she  did  considerable 
work  with  the  blind,  and  near-blind 
persons.     She  has  also  had  considerable  experience  as  a  speaker. 

The  Northampton  County  Board  of  Directors  feels  fortunate  in  secur- 
ing her  services,  and  look  forward  to  doing  an  excellent  piece  of  work  with 
Miss  Vlachos  in  the  Superintendency  of  its  Branch. 
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PHILADELPHIA  BRANCH 

LIONS  CLUB 

By  Yaughan  C.  Chambers,  Regional  Director 

CONSERVATION  of  eyesight,  prevention  of  blindness  and  improve- 
ment of  conditions  for  the  blind  have  been  materially  helped  through 
the  interest  and  cooperation  of  Lions  Clubs.  This  organization  of  over 
2,700  "Service"  Clubs  (twelve  in  Philadelphia)  adopted  Blind  Work,  as  one 
of  its  Major  Activities.  A  review  of  some  recent  work  done  by  Philadelphia 
Region  Lions  Clubs,  lists  the  following: 

The  establishment  of  free  Dental,  Osteopathic,  and  Under- 
taker service;  aid  in  the  Exhibit  and  Sale  of  blind-made  goods; 
procuring  of  jobs  and  business  establishments  for  the  blind; 
assisted  in  the  brailling  of  books,  and  provided  free  braille  in- 
struction; gave  food,  clothing  and  money  to  needy  blind  children 
and  adults;  helped  in  the  operation  of  the  Week  for  the  Blind, 
and  printed  thousands  of  booklets  to  educate  the  public  in  Blind 
Work;  made  surveys  of  Blind  family  conditions;  provided  enter- 
tainment and  social  pleasure  to  groups;  cooperated  with  The  See- 
ing Eye;  gave  free  glasses  to  a  great  many  children;  and,  are 
planning  to  back  financially  an  eye  clinic  for  pre-school  age 
children. 

These  things  are  indicative  of  the  interest,  understanding,  and  "Service" 
of  all  Lions  Clubs — everywhere.  The  work  goes  on,  and  Lions  ask  no 
return  beyond  the  joy  they  receive  in  giving  and  doing  for  those  who  may 
be  less  fortunate. 


PITTSBURGH  BRANCH 

Case  Work  With  Blind  Clients 
By  Annabel  A.  Carter,  Case  Worker 

IN  THESE  unsettled  times,  when  the  demand  for  even  the  very  minimum 
of  food,  clothing,  and  shelter  is  probably  greater  than  it  has  been  in 
years,  organized  charity  has  come  in  for  more  than  its  share  of  criticism. 
Yet,  long  before  this  "depression"  began,  and  long  after  the  last  bitter 
memories  of  it  have  been  erased,  the  needs  of  the  majority  of  the  physically 
handicapped  must  be  met  by  some  form  of  human  philanthropy. 

W7ork  among  the  blind  presents  the  same  varied  and  multiple  problems 
as  among  the  sighted,  and  no  mass  treatment  can  satisfactorily  cover  the 
needs  of  all  of  these  people.  This  recognized  psychology  of  dealing  with 
people  as  individuals  is  known  as  "Case  Work".  Most  of  these  people  are 
bearing  their  share,  and  sometimes  more  than  their  share,  of  cares  and 
responsibilities.     Many  have  never  known  what  it  is  to  see,  and  have, 
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therefore,  made  their  way  up  to  respectable  citizenship  only  through  a  con- 
stant battle  against  tremendous  odds.  Others  have  lost  their  sight  later  in 
life,  and  may,  perhaps,  have  been  the  bread  winners  in  their  respective 
families  for  years.  What  possibilities  these  situations  offer  for  interesting 
and  sympathetic  case  work!  A  skillful  worker  must  not  only  try  to  under- 
stand the  delicate  problems  of  sudden  and  unexpected  blindness,  but  also 
take  upon  himself  the  necessary  readjustment  in  his  client's  home  life,  and 
direct  the  reeducation  of  his  client  for  a  life  of  further  usefulness  and  happi- 
ness in  spite  of  his  new  affliction.  One  can  be  assured  that,  in  main'  cases, 
this  is  not  an  easy  task. 

Probably  the  outstanding  difference  in  work  among  the  blind,  as  com- 
pared with  similar  work  with  sighted  clients,  is  its  permanency.  Temporary 
employment,  for  example,  may  be  found  for  a  sighted  workman,  or  a  tem- 
porary budget  arranged  for  his  family  if  he  is  unemployed;  but  the  sooner 
we  realize  that  the  needs  of  a  handicapped  person  are  permanent — that  his 
condition  will,  no  doubt,  be  practically  the  same  ten  years  hence  as  it  is 
today — the  easier  it  will  be  for  us  to  arrive  at  a  reasonable  solution  to  this 
all-important  problem.  A  most  satisfactory  attempt  has  been  made  to 
meet  the  needs  of  our  clients  by  furnishing  them  with  profitable  and  con- 
genial employment,  which  will  provide  them  with  an  adequate  income  for 
the  maintenance  of  their  families  according  to  respectable  standards  in  their 
communities.  Of  course,  in  every  group  there  can  always  be  found  a 
number  who  are  unemployable,  and  for  these,  it  would  seem  best  to  attempt 
to  meet  their  needs  on  the  basis  of  an  adequate  system  of  direct  relief. 

Case  work  among  the  blind,  even  more  than  among  those  who  can  see, 
is  a  process  of  reconstruction;  and  reconstruction  involves  the  helping  of 
people  across  the  rough  places  in  life  into  something  better. 


VENANGO  COUNTY  BRANCH 

By  Georgiana  E.  Trainor,  Superintendent 

ITTLE  EILEIN,  of  Franklin,  Pennsylvania,  through  the  expert  medical 
^ '  treatment  received  at  the  Falk  Clinic  and  the  Children's  Hospital,  so 
ably  followed  up  by  Dr.  C.  A.  Nordstrom,  of  Franklin,  has  had  her  sight 
sufficiently  restored  to  permit  her  to  attend  her  regular  classes  in  public 
school  this  year. 

In  spite  of  the  present  business  conditions,  the  third  Christmas  Lun- 
cheon, given  to  our  blind  people  of  Venango  County  by  the  Oil  City  Feder- 
ation of  Women's  Clubs,  was  a  real  success.  At  the  conclusion  of  our 
turkey  dinner,  and  a  Christmas  program,  which  many  of  our  guests  felt 
was  the  best  we  have  ever  had,  pound  boxes  of  home  made  chocolates  were 
presented  to  our  guests  by  the  Lions  Club  of  Oil  City. 
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WILKES-BARRE  BRANCH 
JACOB  BAUSCH 

MR  JACOB  BAUSCH   was  born  in  Wilkes-Barre.     He  attended  the 
Pennsylvania   Institution   for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,  where, 
besides  taking  the  regular  academic  course,  he  took  all  the  trades  then 

taught,  such  as  caning,  carpet  weav- 
ing, mattress  making,  and  piano  tun- 
ing. He  also  spent  considerable  time 
in  the  music  department,  which  was 
of  great  value  to  him  in  his  organizing 
of  glee  clubs  and  his  choir  work 
later  on. 

Upon  graduating  from  Overbrook, 
Mr.  Bausch  became  a  member  of  the 
faculty  there,  and  taught  ten  years  in 
the  trades  department,  and  a  similar 
length  of  time  in  the  piano  tuning  de- 
partment. During  this  time,  he 
organized  and  trained  the  School  Glee 
Club,  which  became  a  very  popular 
feature  of  the  school,  climaxing  its 
efforts  with  the  rendition  of  Gilbert 
and  Sullivan's  "The  Mikado",  in  full 
costume  and  action. 

It  wras  also  while  teaching  at  Over- 
brook  that  he  helped  to  organize  the 
Chapin  Memorial  Home  for  the  Aged 
Blind.  He  was  the  first  treasurer  of 
this  organization  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  the  chairman  of  its  Board  of 
Managers. 

In  1916,  Mr.  Bausch  left  Overbrook  to  take  up  work  with  the  Cleveland 
Board  of  Education  in  the  Department  for  the  Blind.  On  leaving  the 
Cleveland  Schools,  he  took  up  work  with  the  Cleveland  Society  for  the  Blind 
for  a  few  years,  superintending  one  of  its  workshops.  Thus  he  has  had  the 
good  fortune  and  pleasure  of  having  worked  under  Dr.  E.'E.  Allen,  Dr.  O.  H. 
Burritt,  Mr.  Robert  B.  Irwin,  Miss  Helen  J.  Coffin,  and  Mrs.  E.  B.  Palmer. 
Besides  visiting  a  number  of  schools  and  workshops  for  the  blind  from 
Boston  to  Berkeley,  Mr.  Bausch  also  visited  a  few  institutions  for  the  blind 
in  Europe  in  1909.  After  being  out  of  regular  work  for  the  blind,  and  in 
business  for  himself  for  two  years,  he  comes  back  to  do  what  he  can  in  his 
own  native  city,  hoping  that  the  experience  he  has  had  will  be  of  great 
advantage  in  trying  to  solve  the  intricate  problems  that  confront  all  workers 
in  the  field  of  the  adults. 
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Samuel  McKnight  Green 


'  I  ahis  issue  of  The  Seer  is  dedicated  to 
Mr.  Samuel  McKnight  Green,  Superinten- 
dent of  the  Missouri  School  for  the  Blind,  who 
for  forty-three  years  has  rendered  invaluable 
service  to  every  important  phase  of  work  for  the 
blind — educational,  economic,  and  preventive. 
(See  Page  5.) 
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WHAT  THE  SEER  SEES 

/Tahe  Seer  sees  with  pleasure  and  satisfaction,  our  young  Lochinvar, 
-■■  who  forty-three  years  ago  came  out  of  the  West  into  work  for  the  blind  ; 
and,  accordingly  takes  pleasure  in  publishing  here  the  news  release  con- 
cerning the  high  esteem  and  affection  in  which  he  is  held  by  his  Missouri 
friends: 

"The  tribute  paid  Samuel  McKnight  Green,  Superintendent  of  the 
Missouri  School  for  the  Blind,  at  the  celebration  of  the  eighty-second 
anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  institution  must  have  been  but  a  feeble 
expression  of  the  veneration  in  which  this  leader  is  held.  For  Mr.  Green 
has  been  superintendent  of  the  school  during  more  than  half  of  its  existence 
and  has  trained  hundreds  of  blind  children  to  happiness  and  ways  of  in- 
dependence.    He  has  been  superintendent  forty-three  years. 

"Nor  has  the  direction  of  this  school  which  has  been  under  the  fostering 
care  of  the  State  since  1855,  two  years  after  it  was  founded  by  private 
citizens  of  St.  Louis,  summed  up  all  that  Mr.  Green  has  done  not  only  for 
unsighted  persons,  but  for  the  seeing.  While  he  has  done  much  to  improve 
the  methods  of  training  the  blind,  Mr.  Green  is  responsible  to  a  large  extent 
for  precautions  for  the  prevention  of  blindness,  sponsoring  legislation  a 
dozen  years  ago  by  which  the  application  of  prophylactics  to  the  eyes  of  the 
newly-born  was  required,  thus  preventing  many  cases  of  blindness  that 
would  have  followed  carelessness  at  this  critical  time. 

"So  the  celebration  of  the  founding  which  was  turned  into  a  meeting 
in  tribute  to  the  man  who  has  been  at  the  head  of  the  institution  for  more 
than  half  of  its  existence  was  a  very  proper  celebration  and  a  worthy  diver- 
sion. And  the  presentation  of  a  bronze  tablet  bearing  the  inscription: 
'Our  Friend,  Samuel  McKnight  Green,  Educator.  His  Life  a  Beautiful 
Service,'  was  no  less  proper  as  an  expression  of  love  and  respect  of  the 
hundred-odd  pupils  and  hundreds  of  blind  who  have  been  given  new  hope 
and  new  interest  in  life  as  a  result  of  having  trod  the  paths  of  learning 
under  the  watchful  care  of  the  veteran  educator.  In  addition  to  the  students 
at  the  school,  from  kindergarten  age  to  high  school  level,  some  500  interested 
persons,  many  of  them  graduates  of  the  institution,  attended  the  cere- 
monies. 

"The  Missouri  School  for  the  Blind  occupies  five  acres  on  Magnolia 
Avenue,  opposite  Tower  Grove  Park.  It  has  an  approved  high  school 
course  and  graduates  are  eligible  to  entrance  in  Washington  University  and 
the  State  Teachers'  Colleges  without  examination.  It  has  passed  some- 
thing like  2000  blind  children  through  its  courses  and  has  a  high  rating 
among  institutions  of  its  kind.     Healthy  blind  children  who  are  citizens  of 
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the  State  are  admitted  without  charge  for  board  or  tuition,  the  only  outside 
responsibility  being  that  of  transportation  and  clothing.  Missourians  may 
take  much  pride  not  only  in  the  school  and  the  forthright  service  it  is 
rendering  blind  children,  but  in  the  capable  superintendent  who  has  guided 
its  destinies  for  the  last  forty-three  years." 

/  I  ahe  Seer  finds  more  and   more  satisfaction   in   the   material  of  The 
■*■  Teachers  Forum,  published  by  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind, 
and  takes  pleasure  in  reprinting  for  the  benefit  of  its  readers  who  do  not 
receive  The  Forum,  the  following  article  and  notice: 

"STUDENT  PARTICIPATION  WITH  SEEING  CHILDREN" 

"How  many  blind  children  are  there  to  whom  has  come  the  opportunity 
of  taking  part  in  a  well-trained  orchestra  of  seeing  boys  and  girls?  Some 
time  ago  we  received  from  the  Washington  State  School  for  the  Blind  a 
newspaper  account  of  the  activities  of  the  Portland  Junior  Symphony 
Orchestra,  one  member  of  which  is  a  blind  cellist  who  is  attending  the  school 
in  Vancouver.  Because  of  the  fact  that  all  the  other  members  of  the  Junior 
Symphony  have  full  sight  Robert  Sherman,  the  blind  boy,  has  ample 
opportunity  to  prove  to  those  interested  in  his  future  that  he  is  capable  of 
taking  his  part  in  an  orchestra  just  as  well  as  do  the  others  who  see. 

"Probably  this  boy  is  better  qualified  than  many  because  of  an  ap- 
parently unusually  retentive  memory.  Through  the  use  of  braille  music 
notation  he  has  memorized  very  ambitious  programs,  including  even  such 
scores  as  Paul  Dukas'  'The  Sorcerer's  Apprentice.' 

"Not  every  school  for  blind  children  is  located  in  the  neighborhood  of  a 
carefully  organized,  well  directed  Junior  Symphony  Orchestra  but  many  of 
them  have  other  opportunities  in  their  community  for  getting  blind 
children  into  organizations  composed  of  those  who  see.  Such  opportunity 
for  close  association  with  young  people  of  their  own  age  seems  to  offer  one 
of  the  most  satisfactory  methods  of  taking  away  from  visually  handicapped 
children  that  social  awkwardness  which  is  so  often  a  source  of  unhappiness 
to  the  blind  child  himself  and  a  source  of  worry  to  his  family  and  friends. 
In  Robert's  case,  for  instance,  it  is  safe  to  assume  that  he  has  learned  to  be 
more  at  ease  among  seeing  people  in  social  gatherings,  that  he  has  learned 
the  value  placed  by  the  world  at  large  upon  intelligent  and  cooperative 
effort,  and  that  he  has  learned  the  need  for  self-discipline.  In  many  com- 
munities the  opportunity  to  take  part  in  dramatic  performances,  in  Scout 
work,  and  in  other  club  activities  with  the  seeing  should  go  far,  in  both 
residential  and  day  school  classes  for  the  blind,  toward  minimizing  in  the 
mind  of  the  public,  the  limitations  of  the  competent  blind." 

NOTICE 

THE  ink  print  copies  of  the  Key  to  Standard  English  Braille,  Grade  Two, 
the  uniform  system  for  English-speaking  countries  adopted  last  summer 
at  a  meeting  of  the  British  and  American  Uniform  Type  Committees,  may 
be  obtained  free  of  charge  by  those  desiring  them,  from  the  American 
Foundation  for  the  Blind,  125  East  46th  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y.  Braille 
copies  of  this  same  Key  may  be  obtained  from  the  American  Printing  House 
for  the  Blind,  Louisville,  Kentucky,  at  a  price  of  fifty  cents  each  including 
postage." 
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he    Seer    beholds    a    new    deal    in    eye-medical    social    service     for 
Pennsylvania. 

At  the  regular  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 

Pittsburgh  Branch  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Association  for  the  Blind, 
March  23,  1933,  Miss  Dorothy 
Hosford,  of  Philadelphia,  was  unani- 
mously appointed  Supervisor  of  the 
Prevention  of  Blindness  for  Pittsburgh 
and  Allegheny  County,  beginning 
June  1,  1933.  Miss  Hosford  will  also 
supervise  the  Association's  case  work. 
It  will  be  her  duty,  as  executive  of  the 
Association's  Prevention  of  Blindness 
Department,  to  cooperate  with  all 
social  and  health  agencies  of  the  City 
and  County,  to  the  end  that  through 
•  them,  all  available  instrumentalities 
for  the  prevention  of  blindness  and 
conservation  of  vision  for  this  area 
may  be  mobilized  and  made  effective. 
Miss  Hosford  attended  Mount 
Holyoke  College  and  the  University  of 
Minnesota,  graduating  from  the  latter 
in  June,  1930,  having  majored  in 
Sociology.  She  was  assistant  in  the 
Department  of  Sociology,  and  took 
graduate  work  in  Medical  Social  Work 
at  the  University  of  Minnesota  until  January,  1932,  when  she  went  to  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  as  Medical  Social  Worker,  having 
substituted  there  the  previous  summer. 

Miss  Eleanor  P.  Brown,  Secretary,  National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of 
Blindness,  writes  in  substance,  as  follows:  Miss  Hosford  was  for  one  year 
on  the  social  service  staff  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  Hospital.  Both 
her  director  there  and  her  former  instructor  in  the  medical  social  work  at 
the  University  of  Minnesota,  where  she  received  a  university  degree  and 
graduated  in  the  medical  social  work  training,  speak  most  highly  of  her  as 
hard  working,  honest,  sincere,  courteous,  interested  in  people  and  in  the 
broad  aspects  of  social  problems.  She  has  initiative,  executive  ability,  and 
a  sense  of  humor,  as  well  as  the  capacity  for  making  exceptional  contacts. 
Through  the  good  offices  of  her  organization,  The  National  Society  for 
the  Prevention  of  Blindness,  Miss  Brown  secured  for  Miss  Hosford  a  scholar- 
ship for  a  special  four  months'  course  in  eye-medical  social  work.  This 
course  is  given  at  the  Washington  University,  St.  Louis,  Mo. ;  is  very 
comprehensive  for  the  purpose  in  hand,  and  will  conclude  in  time  for  her 
assumption  of  duty,  June  1,  1933.  Miss  Hosford's  work  will  be  in  sympa- 
thetic cooperation  with  the  policies  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Council  for 
the  Blind  in  matters  of  prevention  of  blindness  and  conservation  of  vision, 
the  Council  being  vested  with  general  supervision  of  these  activities  through- 
out the  State. 


MISS  DOROTHY  HOSFORD 
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SPECIAL  NOTICES 


A  I  AHE  One  Hundredth  Anniversary  of  the  foundation  of  the  Pennsylvania 
■*■   Institution   for   the    Instruction   of   the   Blind   will    be   observed   with 
appropriate  exercises  at  the  School  on  May  4,  5,  and  6. 

The  more  formal  exercises  will  occur  Thursday  afternoon,  May  4,  at 
which  there  will  be  three  noteworthy  addresses  by  Dr.  Edward  E.  Allen, 
Director  Emeritus,  Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind;  Dr.  Thomas  S.  Gates, 
President,  University  of  Pennsylvania;  and  Dr.  George  E.  de  Schweinitz, 
a  Vice-President  of  the  School.  Interspersed  between  the  addresses  will  be 
music  by  the  School  chorus.  The  program  will  close  with  the  reading  of  an 
original  poem  by  Amory  Hare,  wTife  of  Dr.  James  P.  Hutchinson,  President 
of  the  Board.  Following  this  program  will  be  a  demonstration  of  methods 
of  instruction  and  an  exhibition  of  physical  education. 

Friday  evening's  program,  "Gleanings  from  a  Century",  is  a  pageant 
presenting  five  important  events  in  the  School's  history: 

1833 —  First  Exhibition  of  the  Pupils  of  the  Pennsylvania 

Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind 

1861-1863 — Beginnings  of  Industrial  Homes  for  the  Blind  in 
the  United  States 

1891 —  Kindergarten  Activities 

1933—  Alumni  at  Work 

Victory 

Saturday  afternoon  the  pageant  will  be  repeated  for  the  alumni, 
present  pupils,  and  their  friends. 

The  program  of  Saturday  evening  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  alumni, 
seven  of  whom  are  to  present  the  program  which  they  have  planned.  The 
School  chorus  will  sing  two  numbers  composed  by  Dr.  David  D.  Wood. 

Very  appropriately  the  last  event  in  the  three-day  program  is  the 
presentation  to  the  School  of  a  bronze  medallion  of  David  D.  Wood,  by 
Dr.  Edward  E.  Allen,  on  behalf  of  the  alumni  and  their  friends. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Board  was  held  March  7,  1833,  at  which  time 
Julius  R.  Friedlander  was  elected  Principal.  The  School  was  opened  March 
25,  1833,  with  four  pupils.  May  dates  have,  however,  been  selected 
for  the  anniversary  exercises  because  the  grounds  at  Overbrook  are 
loveliest  during  the  early  days  of  May. 


'  I  AHE  Executive  Committee  of  the  American  Association  of  Workers  for 
-*-  the  Blind  met  in  New  York  City  April  21  and  22,  when  final  plans  were 
made  for  the  biennial  Convention,  which  will  be  opened  at  Richmond, 
Virginia,  Monday  evening,  June  26,  for  four  days,  to  be  closed  Friday 
afternoon,  June  30.     Mr.  L.  L.  Watts,  of  the  Virginia  Commission  for  the 
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Blind  which  will  act  as  host  to  the  Convention,  announced  that  arrange- 
ments have  been  made  with  the  Hotel  Richmond  to  furnish  single  rooms 
without  bath  but  with  meals  at  $4.00  a  day  per  person.  The  rate  for  single 
rooms  with  bath  including  meals  will  be  $4.50  a  day.  The  schedule  for  the 
double  rooms  with  meals  will  be  $3.75  a  day  without  bath,  and  $4.25  with 
bath.  The  Hotel  Richmond  will  give  the  Convention  the  use  of  the  winter 
garden  for  meals  and  for  the  larger  meetings,  while  on  the  mezzanine  floor 
there  will  be  rooms  for  smaller  meetings  and  exhibits.  Mr.  Watts  is  making 
every  effort  to  entertain  the  Convention  with  the  finest  of  Virginia  hos- 
pitality. Generous  arrangements  will  be  made  for  sight-seeing  when  the 
delegates  will  be  taken  to  Jamestown,  Yorktown,  and  Williamsburg.  At 
each  of  these  places,  speakers  will  acquaint  the  delegates  with  the  facts  of 
historic  interest,  and  at  Williamsburg  the  Convention  group  will  be  enter- 
tained at  luncheon  at  William  and  Mary  College.  The  Hotel  Richmond 
is  across  the  street  from  the  historic  State  Capitol.  Braille  maps  of  Rich- 
mond will  be  furnished  the  delegates  and  the  Convention  program  will  be 
put  in  Braille. 

An  interesting  array  of  topics  and  speakers  has  been  arranged.  United 
States  Senator  Harry  Byrd  and  United  States  Secretary  of  Labor  Miss 
Perkins,  will  be  the  principal  speakers  at  the  Convention  banquet,  while  the 
Governor  of  the  State  and  other  public  officials  will  address  the  Convention 
at  the  opening  session.  The  Convention  topics  will  include  pertinent  dis- 
cussions of  welfare,  marketing,  placement,  prevention,  and  educational 
subjects.  The  speakers  from  Pennsylvania  will  be  Dr.  O.  H.  Burritt, 
Mr.  H.  R.  Latimer,  and  Mr.  S.  Mervyn  Sinclair.  The  American  Foundation 
for  the  Blind  is  planning  to  give  a  demonstration  of  the  talking  books  and 
there  will  be  a  discussion  of  new  devices  for  the  use  of  blind  people.  The 
President's  foreword,  by  George  F.  Meyer  of  Minneapolis,  will  be  given 
Tuesday  morning,  June  27,  and  will  sound  a  note  of  confidence  that  will 
be  reassuring  in  these  times.  Publicity  for  the  Convention  will  be  in  charge 
of  Mr.  Herman  M.  Immeln  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind. 

Delegates  are  expected  to  be  present  from  all  parts  of  the  United  States, 
as  well  as  Canada  and  Mexico.  In  spite  of  reduced  incomes  and  curtailed 
budgets,  the  Secretary  of  the  Association  has  already  entered  the  names  of 
new  members  on  the  Association  roster.  The  biennial  dues  for  the  A.A.W.B. 
are  $3.00  for  the  calendar  years  1933  and  1934.  Each  member  of  the 
Association  is  entitled  to  a  copy  of  the  Proceedings  without  charge.  A 
registration  fee  of  $1.00  will  be  collected  from  each  delegate  to  the  Con- 
vention. It  is  hoped  that  Pennsylvania  workers  for  the  blind  will  avail 
themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  attend  this  Convention  where  southern 
hospitality  will  be  dispensed  and  authoritative  speakers  from  all  parts  of 
the  country  will  discuss  interesting  topics  in  a  manner  to  direct  and  en- 
courage workers  for  the  blind  in  these  difficult  times. 
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BERKS  COUNTY  BRANCH 
By  The  Rev.  Charles  E.  Roth 

A  LITTLE  plant  struggled  for  self-expression  in  a  dark  nook  of  the 
•*■  *•  densely  verdured  ravine.  "As  blind  men  long  for  light,"  so  did  this 
seedling-  grope  for  the  healing"  sunshine.  Once  the  flickering  touch  of  a 
new  experience  kissed  the  tip  of  a  leaf.  New  vigor  pulsed  through  the 
entire  structure.  wSoon  again,  and  on  many  succeeding  days,  the  silent 
visitant  met  the  outreaching  welcome.  Mutual  exchange  of  greeting 
always  left  each  one  strangely  happier  and  stronger.  Recently  we  plucked 
a  blooming  smile  of  the  unique  friendship.  Now,  the  fragrance  of  the 
flower  whispers  a  beautiful  story  of  human  experiences. 

The  City  of  Reading  has  been  densely  populated  for  manv  years. 
The  encircling  County  of  Berks  is  a  beehive  of  industrial  and  agricultural 
activities.  Work  and  play,  thrift  and  adventure  have  been  the  experience 
of  thousands.  The  strong  and  the  struggling  have  known  many  summers 
and  equally  numerous  winters.  Kindly  feeling  and  civic  consciousness 
built  bridges  for  the  weary,  and  erected  havens  of  refuge  for  the  distressed. 
More  than  three  hundred  lived  in  the  isolation  of  physical  darkness,  pitied 
and  even  petted,  but  only  vaguely  understood.  As  the  chase-wracked  deer 
longs  for  the  brook,  so  must  they  have  thirsted  for  the  "give  and  take"  of 
mutual  helpfulness. 

A  breath  of  heaven  soughed  through  Berks  County.  Light  came  from 
the  dark,  and  dispelled  ugly  shadows.  It  came  repeatedly.  More  than 
three  hundred  pulsing  hearts  beat  to  a  new  tempo.  They  called  her 
"Catherine".  Strength  followed  new  courage.  Miracles  sped  fingers  to 
unaccustomed  activity,  and  brains  threw  aside  the  lethargy  of  gloom. 
Then  the  messenger  shared  her  dream  with  another,  wTho  strengthens  her 
efforts  and  organizes  new  ventures. 

Mr.  Earl  Keller  and  his  wife  render  services  of  incalculable  value.  The, 
lonely  find  comfort,  the  ambitious  learn  to  perform  intricate  tasks,  and  all 
listen  to  new  voices.  A  kingdom  of  heavenliness  has  awakened  in  our 
midst.  The  inspiring  influence  of  this  sector  radiates  into  adjacent  areas 
of  sighted  activities. 

The  Welfare  Federation  has  adopted  the  Berks  County  Branch  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind.  The  force  of  gentle  sympathy  for 
this  one  unit  will  certainly  help  to  foster  interest  for  the  entire  family  of 
twenty  causes  included  in  the  budget.  The  Red  Cross,  in  furnishing  a 
classroom  and  text  books,  has  assisted  in  organizing  a  class  to  study  braille. 

It  was  fearfully  dark  in  the  valley,  but  many  beautiful  fruits  testify  to 
the  light  that  loves. 


CAMBRIA  COUNTY  BRANCH 

By  Helen  Fox,  Superintendent 

T7VER  since  the  Cambria  County  Branch  moved  into  its  new  quarters, 
-*--'  there  has  been  greater  cooperation  with  the  other  social  agencies. 
About  six  weeks  ago  a  movement  to  start  an  eye  clinic  was  begun.     The 
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American  Red  Cross  has  contributed  its  services  in  this  matter  to  the  extent 
of  arranging  to  have  a  preliminary  examination  made  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
covering pupilary  reaction  and  percentage  of  vision.  This  work  will  be 
done  at  the  clinic  and  under  the  interns  from  the  hospital.  The  purpose  of 
the  action  is  to  eliminate  overcrowding  the  specialists  with  persons  who 
have  no  serious  eye  defect.  We  have  often  sent  patients  to  eye  physicians 
when  the  complaint  could  have  been  remedied  by  a  physical  examination 
and  treatment.  At  the  present  time,  we  have  over  a  hundred  persons  on 
our  files  who  need  eye  attention  and  treatment,  and  through  this  clinic 
movement,  we  hope  to  remove  all  of  these  cases  in  the  course  of  a  month  or  so. 

The  Family  Welfare  Society  has  shown  a  great  interest  in  our  work. 
At  the  present  time,  thev  are  interested  in  placing  two  of  our  blind  persons 
in  foster  homes.  They  have  also  given  much  time  to  the  supervision  of  the 
case  work  done  by  our  Branch  Superintendent.  In  following  out  the  regular 
requirements  for  admission  to  the  American  Association  for  Social  Workers, 
a  satisfactory  arrangement  has  been  made  by  which  the  Superintendent's 
case  work,  done  in  families  where  there  is  one  or  more  blind  persons,  is 
receiving  trained  supervision.  They  have  also  cooperated  with  us  in  every 
instance  when  we  wished  to  have  a  blind  person  admitted  to  their  Mental 
Clinic  for  diagnosis. 

The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  has  lately  developed  a  "big  brother"  program.  They 
have  offered  their  services  in  securing  a  big  brother  for  two  of  our  men, 
whom  we  feel  will  be  benefited  by  this  social  contact.  One  is  the  case  of  a 
young  man  who  is  constantly  getting  into  trouble  through  his  present 
associates.  It  is  the  belief  that  if  he  is  furnished  with  the  companionship  of 
someone,  who  will  take  a  real  interest  in  him,  he  will  be  greatly  benefited. 

Because  of  the  financial  depression,  many  of  our  blind  persons  and  their 
needy  families  have  received  relief  from  the  Poor  Directors.  In  every  case 
when  these  persons  have  applied  for  help,  they  have  been  given  consideration. 

Had  it  not  been  for  this  excellent  cooperation  and  interest  from  these 
Social  Agencies,  the  work  for  the  blind  in  Cambria  County  would  have  been 
of  little  avail.  It  is,  therefore,  with  gratitude  and  appreciation  that  we 
comment  on  this  phase  of  our  work. 


DAUPHIN  COUNTY  BRANCH 

By  Mary  Dranga  Campbell,  First  Executive  Director 

Pennsylvania  State  Council  for  the  Blind 

(Reprint) 

TN   October,   1918,  work  was  started  in  Harrisburg  by  Miss  Amy  K. 

*-  Halfpenny,  formerly  a  teacher  in  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the 
Instruction  of  the  Blind,  Philadelphia,  who  worked  from  her  home  as  a 
center.  She  was  succeeded  by  Miss  Margaret  Pollock,  (now  Mrs.  Dewitt 
Gable),  who  had  served  as  Miss  Halfpenny's  guide  and  who  continued  on 
half  time  to  give  instruction  in  home  occupations  and  secure  work  which 
was  sent  to  the  homes  of  those  blind  people  who  needed  to  earn  money.     As 
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this  work  grew,  influential  citizens  became  interested  and  Mr.  Latimer, 
Executive  Secretary  of  the  Association,  presented  a  request  to  the  Harris- 
burg  Welfare  Federation  that  the  work  for  the  blind  be  included  in  their 
budget  for  1923  to  the  end  that  a  small  sales  and  workroom  might  be 
opened.  Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Harrisburg  Welfare  Federation,  and  with  the  cooperation  of  the  Women's 
Civic  Club  of  Harrisburg,  a  local  committee  was  formed  and  called  together 
by  Mrs.  Lyman  Gilbert  on  January  4,  1923,  at  which  time  the  first  steps 
were  taken  toward  organizing  the  Dauphin  County  Branch  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Association  for  the  Blind,  with  Mr.  David  E.  Tracey,  as  Chairman. 
Mr.  Latimer  and  many  of  the  present  members  of  the  Board  were  present 
at  this  meeting. 

"Upon  the  untimely  death  of  Mr.  Tracey  in  February  of  that  year,  the 
local  work  was  ably  carried  on  by  the  Vice-Chairman,  Mrs.  George  H. 
Ashley,  who  was  untiring  in  her  efforts  to  develop  the  work  of  the  Dauphin 
County  Branch.  Upon  her  resignation  in  December,  1924,  Mrs.  C.  Valentine 
Kirby  was  appointed  Vice-Chairman. 

"Dr.  Clyde  H.  Garwood,  newly  elected  Superintendent  of  Schools  in 
the  City  of  Harrisburg,  was  elected  Chairman  of  the  Dauphin  County 
Branch  in  the  autumn  of  1923,  resigning  the  next  year  as  the  duties  of  his 
new  position  absorbed  more  and  more  of  his  time. 

"The  Branch  in  April,  1923,  opened  a  small  shop  on  Boyd  Street,  in 
one  of  the  houses  which  were  given  free  for  the  use  of  deserving  blind  resi- 
dents of  Harrisburg  by  Mr.  Patrick  Vaughn,  a  citizen  of  Harrisburg,  and 
Mrs.  Gable  continued  to  supervise  the  work  until  her  resignation  in  August. 

"In  October,  1923,  Miss  M.  Pearl  Mason  was  employed  as  Supervisor 
and  the  headquarters  of  the  Branch  were  moved  to  the  Welfare  Building, 
corner  of  Second  and  South  Streets,  where  it  had  a  small  salesroom  on  the 
street  and  the  use  of  a  tiny  two-story  structure  at  the  rear  of  the  shop. 

"The  Harrisburg  Branch  was  taken  into  the  Welfare  Federation  the 
same  year.  In  addition  to  the  funds  from  this  source  and  from  the  sale  of 
its  products  the  Dauphin  County  Branch  receives  an  allotment  from  the 
parent  organization. 

"Upon  the  resignation  of  Mr.  John  W.  Rodenhaver,  who  had  succeeded 
Dr.  Garwood  as  Chairman  of  the  Dauphin  County  Branch,  Mrs.  Kirby  was 
elected  Chairman,  and  gave  unstintingly  of  her  time  and  energy  until  her 
resignation  early  in  1928.  She  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Harold  H.  Suender, 
a  business  man  of  Harrisburg  and  a  member  of  the  local  Lions'  Club. 
Mr.  Suender  had  served  as  Secretary  of  the  Pennsylvania  District  of  Lions' 
International  and  as  Secretary  of  their  Major  Activities  Committee.  In 
this  latter  position  he  assisted  in  carrying  out  their  State  program  and  had 
thus  become  familiar  with  work  for  the  blind  in  the  State,  making  his 
election  as  Chairman  of  the  Dauphin  County  Branch  a  happy  selection. 

"In  1927,  a  survey  of  the  blind  of  Dauphin  County  was  made  by  the 
State  Council  for  the  Blind  and  an  additional  group  of  blind  people  brought 
into  touch  with  the  organization.  Similar  surveys  of  Perry  and  Cumberland 
Counties  have  been  made  and  the  data  is  available  for  use  by  the  Branch  as 
the  Harrisburg  Welfare  Federation  includes  Perry  County  and  a  part  of 
Cumberland  Countv  in  its  activities. 

"With  the  rebuilding  of  the  Welfare  Building  in  1928,  it  was  necessary 
to  move  the  Association  into  temporary  quarters  in  a  residence  on  Pine 
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Street  while  looking  about  for  suitable  and  permanent  headquarters  at  a 

reasonable  rental. 

"Miss  Mason  resigned 
in  December,  1928,  and  in 
January,  1929,  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Mrs.  L.  J.  John- 
son, formerly  in  charge  of 
the  home  teaching  depart- 
ment of  the  Maryland 
Workshop  for  the  Blind  in 
Baltimore. 

"In  January,  1929, asub- 
committee  of  the  Family 
Study  Group  organized  by 
the  Harrisburg  Welfare 
Federation  began  the  study 
of  the  blind  mendicant. 
At  its  second  meeting  the 
blind  people  themselves 
were  invited  to  meet  with 
the  Committee  to  learn  at 
first  hand  the  attitude  of 
the  Committee  and  the  re- 
commendation of  the  Wel- 
fare Federation  that  a 
group  of  three  wTork  with 
them  individually  in  an 
effort  to  formulate  a  plan 
whereby  they  and  their 
dependents  might  be  taken 
care  of  in  some  other  way 
than  seeking  alms  on  the 
City  streets.  After  three 
months  of  intensive  work  by  the  Committee  of  three  a  report  was  submit- 
ted to  the  Sub-Committee  and  later  to  the  Family  Study  Group  both  of 
which  endorsed  the  plan  that  a  certain  sum  of  money  be  set  aside  by  the 
Welfare  Federation  for  this  group. 

"The  plan  was  approved  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Welfare 
Federation  and  at  the  completion  of  their  successful  1929  drive  for  funds, 
the  first  checks  were  sent  out  to  this  group  of  handicapped  citizens  on 
April  30th. 

"The  two  members  of  the  Committee  of  three,  who  were  not  members 
of  the  Dauphin  Branch,  have  been  voted  to  membership  and  in  this  way  will 
help  the  officers  of  the  Association  in  carrying  out  the  recommendations  of 
the  Committee,  as  the  administration  of  this  fund  for  the  mendicants  has 
been  placed  writh  the  Dauphin  County  Branch  of  the  Pennsylvania  Asso- 
ciation for  the   Blind." 

Editor's  Note:  For  four  years,  subsequent  to  the  time  mentioned  in  the 
concluding  paragraphs  of  Mrs.  Campbell's  article,  Mrs.  Johnson  has  carried 
on  successfully  almost  single-handedly  the  additional  burden  assumed  at 
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that  time  by  the  Dauphin  County  Branch.  In  its  attempt  to  handle  the 
entire  blind-relief  load  for  the  area  covered  by  the  Harrisburg  Welfare 
Federation,  in  addition  to  its  prevention  of  blindness  and  employment  of 
capable  blind  people,  the  Branch  assumed  a  burden  far  too  great  for  any  one 
executive   officer   to   carry. 

Realizing  this  fact,  Miss  Miriam  Brinkerhoff,  a  trained  social  worker, 
was  employed  as  Superintendent  of  the  Branch,  November  1,  1932,  and 
Mrs.  Johnson  was  retained  as  Supervisor  to  assist  Miss  Brinkerhoff  and  to 
carry  on  the  field  work. 

In  speaking  of  Mrs.  Johnson's  work,  may  we  take  this  opportunity  to 
quote  from  a  letter  recently  received  from  Dr.  P.  C.  Potts,  Superintendent 
of  the  Idaho  School  for  the  Deaf  and  the  Blind,  who  was  formerly  Head 
Teacher  of  the  Maryland  School  for  the  Blind,  where  he  was  in  close  touch 
with  Mrs.  Johnson's  work  in  that  State.  Mr.  Potts  writes:  "Mrs.  Johnson 
has  a  heartfelt  and  abiding  interest  in  work  for  the  blind,  combined  with 
practical  common  sense  and  conscientiousness  which  makes  her  services 
particularly  valuable.  In  such  work  as  ours,  there  are  so  many  things  that 
one  cannot  buy,  and,  if  obtained,  that  one  cannot  pay  for." 

NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY  BRANCH 

By  Anne  Vlachos,  Superintendent 

*  I  ^HE  counting  of  realities,  as  well  as  our  blessings,  tempers  our  natural 

■*-  bend  for  enthusiastic  hopefulness  to  what  we  believe  to  be  well-founded 

expectation.     It  is  therefore  on  the  latter  element  that  our  report  is  based. 

To  open  the  way  for  growth,  the  first  number  on  our  new  program  was 
the  visiting  of  every  person  listed  on  the  Branch  register.  We  paused  for  a 
moment  with  those  of  the  sighted  who  had  buried  their  dead;  we  deferred 
to  those  who  had  made  their  own  adjustment  and  cared  not  to  be  counted 
among  us  until  such  time  when  they  would  feel  that  the  Association  might 
yet  help  them  to  meet  a  new  need.  We  placed  on  responsible  County  or 
private  shoulders  the  care  of  those  to  whose  development  we  can  make  no 
contribution,  as,  for  example,  the  low  grade  adult  moron,  who  is  impervious 
to  betterment  because  of  congenital  inadequacy. 

After  having  completed  our  first  survey,  we  selected  from  the  remaining 
group,  those  who  gave  greatest  promise  of  responding  constructively  to 
opportunities  for  usefulness.  Among  the  women,  we  found  ten  who  could 
sew,  knit,  crochet,  cane,  and  weave.  With  the  help  of  eight  volunteers  and 
a  graduate  from  the  Philadelphia  School  of  Occupational  Therapy,  Miss 
Barbara  Kenney,  these  eager  workers  were  gathered  together  with  their 
nearest  relatives  or  friends.  We  christened  the  occasion  "The  First  Meet- 
ing of  the  Class  in  Home  Industries." 

It  was  an  event  giving  promise  to  further  success,  for  not  only  "was  a 
good  time  had  by  all"  (what  with  singing,  tea  and  angel  food  cake),  but 
definite  assignments  of  work  were  given  to  each  one  present.  The  class  is 
working  toward  the  production  of  patch  work  quilts,  knitted  afghans,  bean 
bags,  pot-holders  and  mats,  garden  sets,  infant  sacques  and  caps,  crocheted 
doll  sets,  simple  basketry,  and  chair  caning.  The  volunteers,  having  become 
interested  through  personal  visitation  with  the  Superintendent,  are  continu- 
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ing  their  visits  unattended  to  give  whatever  assistance  is  needed  between 
class  meetings.  All  together  we  are  working  toward  a  Northampton  County 
sale  of  blind-made  articles. 

Then  we  looked  toward  the  untaught,  and  yet  teachable  group,  and 
found  that  many  are  eager  to  learn  to  be  active  in  the  hours  that  drag  so 
slowly  when  small  household  activities  are  finished.  These  expectant  ones 
will  now  have  the  desired  opportunity,  for  Mrs.  Isabel  W.  Kennedy  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Home  Teaching  Society,  has  sent  us  a  teacher,  Miss  Mary 
Gorman,  to  remain,  we  hope,  for  many  months.  Several  of  our  volunteers 
have  offered  automobile  or  guide  service  to  facilitate  Miss  Gorman's  task. 
These,  our  "Beginners,"  under  good  tutelage  should  experience  a  feeling  of 
expansion,  both  economic  and  spiritual,  through  being  able  to  turn  some 
of  their  energy  into  creative  and  remunerative  channels. 

Here  and  there  individual  cases  crop  up,  which  wait  for  no  preliminary 
surveys  to  demand  attention.  One  of  these  is  Mr.  Jav  C.  Ruth,  a  recent 
graduate  from  the  Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind.  Faced  with  the  same 
discouragement  that  sighted  college  graduates  have  experienced  in  recent 
years — the  "closed  door"  of  a  depressed  world — he  decided  that  keeping 
voluntarily  busy  was  one  method  of  getting  satisfaction  out  of  life.  From 
a  friendly  Steel  Plant,  we  borrowed  a  set  of  dictaphones  and  installed  Jay 
in  our  office  as  a  dictaphone  operator  in  spe.  The  first  results  were  not 
perfection,  but  there  was  enough  of  "that  which  is  good"  to  warrant  our 
working  together  toward  something  better.  This  very  report  wall  have  been 
dictaphone-typed  by  him  before  it  goes  to  Headquarters.  Also,  through 
the  generosity  of  local  physicians  and  the  hospital,  a  long  deferred  operation 
was  performed,  and  Jay  is  now  in  fine  shape  physically. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  about  one  of  the  benefits  of  the  now  vanished 
depression  being  that  of  a  revivified  interest  of  people  in  each  other.  The 
willingness  on  the  part  of  our  Senior  and  Junior  Women's  Clubs  to  have 
some  share  in  the  upbuilding  of  handicapped  lives  is  very  evident  in  North- 
ampton County.  Groups  have  been  formed — in  Easton,  Bethlehem,  Pen 
Argyl,  and  Bangor — each  of  whose  individual  members  have  taken  one  or 
another  of  our  people  under  her  special  care.  What  constitutes  this 
"special  care"  is  determined  by  each  personal  need. 

As  a  group,  these  same  women  have  undertaken  to  provide  one  of  our 
young  men  with  a  "Seeing- Eye"  dog.  At  this  moment,  we  are  not  yet 
permitted  to  divulge  the  future  happy  owner's  name,  but  this  new  man-dog 
team  will  be  an  evidence  of  the  kindest  thing  in  life — the  sharing  of  each 
other's  burdens. 

Our  "roaring"  Lions  Clubs  in  the  various  districts,  are  quietly  continuing 
their  faithful  support  of  the  work.  With  their  reliable  support,  we  want  to 
introduce  into  the  County  educational  opportunities  within  the  mental 
grasp  of  our  young  men  and  women.  This  is  as  yet  an  "expectation" — a 
reality  worth  striving  for. 

We  are  at  wTork  now  on  shaping  our  program  for  the  coming  Fall  and 
Winter  months,  and  we  fully  expect  that  some  of  the  numbers  on  this 
program  will  be:  a  play  by  the  Blind  Players  Club;  a  sale  of  blind-made 
articles;  a  Week  for  the  Blind;  a  series  of  afternoon  musicales,  conducted 
by  a  male  quartet  of  young  blind  men ;  and  perhaps — if  we  dare  to  entertain 
high  hopes — the  acquisition  of  a  "meeting  house"  where  we  may  play,  teach, 
work,  read,  consult,  make  music,  and  do  the  things  that  strengthen  our 
spirits.     Ex  Fide  Fortis! 


AMERICAN  HEADQUARTERS 

FOR 

CHINA  REEDS,  SPLIT  RATTAN,  SPLIT  BAMBOO 

BAHIA  FIBRE,  BASSINE,  AJAX  FIBRE 

AFRICAN  FIBRE 

Complete  stocks  for  quick  delivery 

RICE  FIBRE— 9",  14",  16",  18"—  no  waste— no  sorting -the 
best  substitute  for  Broom  Coin  the  World  produces — takes  the 
dye  very  readily. 

BROOM  HANDLES— Direct  shipments  from  our  Oconto  Mills, 
Hard  Rock  Maple  Mill  Run  Misses,  Parlors  and  Warehouse. 
Hard  Pine  Handles,  all  colors  and  grades,  for  shipment  from  our 
Amsterdam    Warehouses    along    with    TOYS,    BRUSH    RODS, 
BAMBOO  HANDLES,  etc. 

WRITE  TODAY  FOR  FULL  PARTICULARS 

GEORGE  H.  MAUS,  Inc. 

AMSTERDAM,  N.  Y. 


THE 
THOMAS  MONAHAN  CO. 

Broom  Corn 

ARCOLA,  ILLINOIS 
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PITTSBURGH  BRANCH 

By  Joseph  P.  Link 

Editor's  Note:  Mr.  Joseph  P.  Link,  a  graduate  of  the  Pennsylvania  In- 
stitution for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,  when  that  Institution  was  still 
located  on  Race  Street,  downtown  Philadelphia,  has  worked  in  one  capacity 
or  another  in  connection  with  the  Pittsburgh  Branch  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Association  for  the  Blind,  since  its  organization  in  1910.  His  ideals,  scrupu- 
lous integrity,  courtesy,  and  practical  commonsense  have  made  him, 
throughout  the  years,  a  valuable  asset  to  the  organization  and  a  wise  and 
safe  counsellor  for  the  employees.  Recently,  Mr.  Link  has  been  given 
charge  of  a  new  Department  or  phase  of  the  Association's  work,  character- 
ized best  by  the  words  "Harmonizer"  or  "Adjuster."  In  addition  to  ironing 
out  many  small  matters  of  misunderstanding,  which  might  otherwise  grow 
into  real  trouble,  Mr.  Link  acts  as  a  sort  of  host  to  clubs,  church  societies, 
and  other  groups  holding  their  meetings  or  giving  entertainments  in  our 
auditorium.  Because  of  his  long  association  with  us,  and  because  of  his 
present  exceptional  usefulness,  we  are  glad  to  give  space  here  to  him  and 
his  article. 


I^HE  Pittsburgh  Branch  of  the  Association  is  planning  a  renewal  of  its 

-*■  campaign    of   education,    publicity,    and   entertainment.     Recognizing 

the  necessity  of  educating  the  public  more  fully  to  the  needs  of  the  blind 

in  order  to  secure  in  fuller  measure  its 
valuable  patronage,  vigorous  action 
is  planned  in  this  direction.  The 
Chairman  of  our  Board  of  Directors 
has  accordingly  named  a  group  of  ten 
interested  women,  each  of  whom  has 
been  associated  with  the  work  for 
more  than  ten  years.  These  ladies 
constitute  a  committee  to  carry  out 
this  extensive  program.  While  the 
group  as  a  whole  will  work  together 
in  major  matters,  it  is  divided  into 
three  sub-committees,  each  having 
some  phase  of  the  work  in  hand. 

The  public  will  be  encouraged  in 
every  way  and  by  every  conceivable 
device  to  visit  Association  Head- 
quarters, a  modern  building,  equipped 
with  every  facility  necessary  to  a 
successful  carrying  on  of  the  work 
mapped  out  by  the  Committee. 
Visitors  will  find  more  activities  for 
the  blind  going  on,  either  within  these 
walls  or  radiating  therefrom,  than 
exist  in  any  other  center  for  the  blind 
in  the  country. 
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WHITE  WOOD  PRODUCTS  CO. 

Main  Office 
BOGALUSA,  LOUISIANA 

• 

Oldest  and  largest  manufacturers  of 

PINE  BROOM  AND  MOP  HANDLES 

We  also  can  furnish  any  kind  of  Hardwood  Handles 
We  can  make  them  special  sizes  and  shapes  for  your 
exact  requirements — Plain  and  Polished. 

Write  us  Write  now 

CHICAGO  SALES  OFFICE             PHILADELPHIA  SALES  OFFICE 
128  N.  WELLS  ST.                               6235  JEFFERSON  ST. 

E.  C.  JONES,  Vice  President                                               C.  B.  KEELER 

Basketry  Supplies 

Prime  Reed,  Bases,  Natural 

and  Colored  Raffia,  Chair 

Cane,    Rattan,    Fibres, 

everything   for    the 

Handicraft 

Worker. 

Established  1881 
• 

Specialize  in 
Split  Bamboo,  Split  Rat- 
tan, Reeds   and  Tuffibre. 

Have    served     the    Trade    for 
many    years    as    a    dependable 
source    of   supply.        Send    us 
your  inquiries. 

CHARLES  H. 
DEMARESTJNC. 

227  WATER  STREET 
NEW  YORK  CITY 

Importers' Manufacturers 

AMERICAN 
REEDCRAFT  CORP. 

130  BEEKMAN  STREET 
NEW  YORK  CITY 
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Each  Department  is  under  the  supervision  ol  a  man  or  woman  skilled 
in  his  particular  line  of  work;  and  in  the  greater  number  of  instances  such 
man  or  woman  is  wholly  or  partially  without  sight.  To  find  suitable  and 
profitable  work  for  our  blind  girls  has  always  been  one  of  our  most  difficult 
problems.  Accordingly,  one  sub-committee  of  our  group  of  ladies  is  devot- 
ing itself  to  a  greater  development  of  remunerative  activities  suitable  for 
blind  girls.  The  sub-committee  is  planning  a  series  of  special  handicraft 
classes  in  which  our  more  capable  blind  girls  can  be  taught  to  make  a  greater 
variety  of  salable  needle  work  articles.  As  a  means  of  interesting  a  greater 
number  of  people  in  this  work,  individuals,  having  at  their  disposal  both 
time  and  automobiles,  will  be  induced  to  bring  these  girls  to  and  from  the 
special  classes. 

Another  of  the  sub-committees  is  busying  itself  along  the  lines  of  music 
and  entertainment,  furnishing  readers  of  both  music  and  literature,  for  the 
members  of  our  Glee  Club  and  of  our  group  of  radio  entertainers,  known  as 
the  Microphone  Melody  Makers.  It  is  planned,  as  occasion  offers,  to  under- 
take some  work  in  the  field  of  light  plavs  or  drama.  As  the  work  of  our 
blind  artists  becomes  more  acceptable,  the  public  will  be  urged  to  employ 
them  in  concerts  and  other  forms  of  special  entertainment. 

Still  a  third  sub-committee  is  devoting  itself  to  inducing  an  increasing 
number  of  clubs  and  other  organizations  to  hold  certain  of  their  regular  or 
special  meetings  in  the  Association's  auditorium.  This  sub-committee  is 
planning  a  series  of  occasional  teas.  On  these  occasions,  individuals  having 
wide  acquaintance  will  induce  their  respective  circles  of  friends  to  visit  the 
work  of  the  Association  along  with  other  friends  and  acquaintances. 

The  Association's  auditorium  is  adequately  equipped  with  stage  and 
dressing  rooms,  suitable  for  general  meetings  or  theatricals.  On  the  sixth 
of  April,  1933,  for  instance,  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  met 
in  the  Association  auditorium  and  through  the  generosity  of  one  of  its 
members,  presented  the  Pittsburgh  Branch  of  the  Association  with  a  hand- 
some American  Flag.  It  is  our  hope  that  the  example  of  the  D.  A.  R.  will 
be  followed  by  other  organizations  to  the  end  that  we  may  make  and  keep 
many  friends,  which  is  the  real  essence  of  all  worthwhile  publicity. 


VENANGO  COUNTY  BRANCH 

By  Georgiana  E.  Trainor,  Superintendent 

\X  TE  are  making  history.  Governments  of  the  world  are  the  consulting 
"  "  physicians, and  social  workers  are  the  nurses  in  the  thick  of  the  people's 
struggle  for  physical  life  and  freedom,  hope  and  ideals.  Who  is  there  who 
wouldn't  do  almost  anything  to  keep  his  family  from  starving;  or  preserve 
to  his  little  son  or  daughter  the  priceless  gift  of  sight?  Such  conditions  do 
exist,  and  appropriations  to  philanthropic  organizations  and  hospitals  are 
inadequate  to  meet  the  appalling  need  for  service. 

In  Venango  County,  as  throughout  the  country,  Christian  fellowship, 
economy,   and  efficiency,   through  cooperation,   is   the   keynote   of  Social 


"Every  Home  a  Patron  of  Blind  Skill" 

5     145    Clubs    of   the    State  Federation    of  Pennsylvania  Women, 
brought  us  nearer  to  the  realization  of  this  slogan,  by  holding  sales 
of  blind-made  products  during  the  1931-32  Club  year. 

9    Information  on  conducting  these  sales  can  be  obtained  from  any 
Branch  of  the  Association. 

5    Will  your  club  help  make  this  year  100%  by  arranging  for  a  sale 
in  connection  with  your  program  ? 

Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind 

308  South  Craig  Street,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

BRANCHES 

Allentown                        Bethlehem                        Lancaster                          Reading 
Altoona                            Butler                                Oil  City                            Scranton 
Beaver  Falls                     Harrisburg                        Philadelphia                    Wilkes-Barre 
Johnstown                        Pittsburgh 

Brush  Handles 

and 

Wood  Turnings 

We  manufacture  a  com- 
plete line  of  Brush  Handles 
and   Wood   Turnings,    also 
Display  Fixtures,  Thermom- 
eter  Backs,    Bread   Boards, 
Nut    Bowls,    Toy   Building 
Blocks,  etc. 

Write  for  prices  and  cata- 
log showing  our  line. 

Holgate  Brothers  Co* 

Kane,  Pa. 

A.  E.  CRAIG 

CHARLESTON,  ILLINOIS 

Broom  Corn  Dealer 

In  Illinois  and  Western 
Broom    Corn    in    local 
and  car  load  lots. 

I  have  been  in  the  same 
business  at  the  same  old 
stand  for  over  twenty-five 
years. 
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Service.  Cooperation  of  clients  and  case  workers  must  lighten  the  American 
family's  burden,  and  help  our  people  (blind  and  sighted)  to  keep  in  training 
to  make  the  present  crisis  a  preparation  for  something  better;  and,  cooper- 
ation of  social  agencies  must  mean  the  pooling  of  all  their  forces,  funds,  and 
energy  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  purpose. 

Our  Venango  County  Branch  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the 
Blind  is  one  of  the  newest  Branches  of  the  organization.  Born  in  the  de- 
pression, the  demands  for  service  came  upon  us  so  rapidly  that  there  was 
little  time  to  formulate  a  policy.  We  had  to  fit  in  where  we  were  needed. 
We  hungry  blind  people  are  surprisingly  like  hungry  people  with  sight;  so 
our  unemployable  relief  cases  are  referred  to  existing  relief  agencies,  our 
Branch  directing  their  recreation  through  constant  friendly  contact  and 
occasional  parties.  Our  unemployed  blind  people,  who  have  previously 
worked,  receive  scrip  to  supplement  their  income  from  the  small  amount  of 
work  we  are  able  to  give  them. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Oil  City  Council  of  Social  Workers,  of  which  we  are 
a  charter  member,  it  was  determined  that  our  job  in  Venango  County  is 
two-fold : 

First,  Rehabilitation  of  Blind  People,  whether  they  have  lost  their  sight 
in  maturity,  or  are  graduates  of  our  Schools  for  the  Blind  where  competition 
was  fairly  equal,  can  be  accomplished  only  by  helping  them  to  readjust 
themselves  to  unequal  conditions  in  a  busy,  active  world  that  little  under- 
stands their  problems  and  capabilities.  We  must  help  each  other  to  realize 
that  there  are  more  eyes  in  this  world  than  brains,  and  act  accordingly. 

Second,  Prevention  of  Blindness  is  perhaps  the  most  important  phase  of 
our  work.  While  sight  is  not  synonymous  with  happiness,  nothing  we  can 
ever  do  for  a  blind  person  can  compensate  for  the  loss  of  it,  either  to  society 
or  to  the  individual.  The  serious  eye  defects  in  Venango  County  are  all 
referred  to  us,  and  we  attempt  to  handle  them  systematically.  In  1932,  we 
corrected  217  serious  eye  defects:  198  with  glasses,  14  by  treatments,  and 
5  through  operations.  There  are  twenty  corrective  cases  still  under  treat- 
ment, and  awaiting  operations;  and  over  one  hundred  urgent  new  cases 
must  be  held  over  because  we  are  so  deep  in  debt.  Through  the  influence 
of  the  State  Council  for  the  Blind,  Miss  Ann  Wadlinger,  State  Nurse  of 
Franklin,  was  released  from  duty  temporarily  last  summer  to  take  a  course 
in  the  care  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  and  other  eye  diseases  at  the  Pitts- 
burgh Eye  and  Ear  Hospital,  in  order  that  she  might  be  thoroughly  equipped 
to  assist  in  our  follow-up  work;  and  we  insist  on  the  routine  Wassermann 
for  all  pathological  cases. 

We  realize  that  we  have  made  just  a  small  beginning,  and  there  is  still 
much  to  be  accomplished;  but  we  have  found  our  niche  in  the  Social  Work 
of  Venango  County,  and  if  we  can  meet  squarely  and  conscientiously  the 
responsibilities  delegated  to  us,  our  constant  cooperation  will  mean  con- 
tinued growth. 

WILKES-BARRE  BRANCH 

By  Jacob  Bausch,  Superintendent 

IAWO  of  the  greatest  outlets  for  the  minds  of  handicapped  people  are 
■*•  gained   through   reading  and   music.     The   Wilkes-Barre   Branch   has 


J.  D.  WESTCOTT  &  SON 

UNION  CITY,  PENNSYLVANIA 

Oldest  and  Largest  Manufacturer  of 
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The  many  Associations  for  the  Blind 
make  the  kind  of  brooms  on  which 
we  are  proud  to  see  our  handles.  We 
hope  that  WESTCOTT  HANDLES 
contribute  to  some  degree  to  the  high 
standard  of  the  finished  product. 


Wire 


for 


BrOOttlS      Seneca  Brand 
Wire 


Brushes 
Mops 


Represents 

Highest 

Quality  &  Service 


Please  send  your 
orders  to 


The  Seneca  Wire 
&  Mfg.  Co. 
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recognized  these  important  factors  in  the  field  of  advancement  and  is  mak- 
ing every  possible  endeavor  to  further  them. 

To  promote  Braille  reading,  we  have  started  a  small  circulating  library 
here,  so  that  readers  will  not  always  be  obliged  to  send  to  distant  cities  for 
their  books,  and  be  compelled  to  wait  for  them,  sometimes  months,  on  account 
of  limited  capacity.  We  are  hoping,  through  the  cooperation  of  the  local 
public  library  and  financial  assistance  from  interested  friends,  that  this 
nucleus  will  develop  into  a  great  blessing  for  our  neighborhood. 

A  little  over  three  months  ago,  a  Glee  Club  was  organized  in  Wilkes- 
Barre.  Dormant  talent  was  again  roused  into  glorious  activity.  Men, 
who  in  their  younger  days,  had  been  members  of  the  Overbrook  Young 
Singers  Club,  reside  in  Wilkes-Barre,  and  it  required  only  a  little  urging  to 
have  them  band  together  into  a  Glee  Club.  Their  progress  has  been  the 
talk  of  the  citizens  of  our  community.  They  have  already  given  several 
public  performances  and  are  booked  for  several  more  in  the  near  future. 

We  feel  sure  that  it  will  warm  the  hearts  of  all,  who  have  the  real  interest 
of  the  advancement  of  the  blind  people  close  to  them,  to  know  that  these 
steps  have  been  taken  in  Wilkes-Barre.  We  believe  that  a  more  friendly 
spirit  can  be  built  up  among  blind  people  anywhere,  if  they  have  some 
mutual  interest.  Bringing  them  closer  together  in  the  interest  of  their  own 
advancement,  socially  and  educationally,  will  be  fertile  soil  upon  which  to 
plant  the  seed  of  helpfulness. 

Customs  and  traditions,  education,  and  the  progress  of  man  from  the 
dark  ages  till  the  present  time,  have  been  carried  down  through  the  use  of 
stories  and  songs.  No  greater  aid  can  be  given  to  those  who  live  their  lives 
in  the  dark  than  to  encourage  their  participation  in  the  noble  arts  of  reading 
and  music;  and,  Wilkes-Barre  will  try  to  show  the  way  to  her  own  circle  of 
blind  people  with  the  use  of  these  old,  but  ever  enlarging  methods. 


EDWIN  L.  GARDINER 

'  I  ahe  Seer's  attention  has  been  called  by  Mr.  Clark  W.  Noble,  graduate 
of  the  Perkins  Institution  and  Massachusetts  School  for  the  Blind,  to 
the  untimely  and  accidental  death  of  the  Director  of  Music  of  that  School, 
Mr.  Edwin  L.  Gardiner.  Mr.  Gardiner  was  an  unusually  able  musician 
and  teacher.  His  death  deprives  Perkins  of  a  great  instructor,  and  the 
blind  people  of  a  sincere  friend. 


Tucumcari,  New  Mexico.    Out  Where  The  West  Begins 
The  Hub  of  the  famous  South  Canadian  River  Valley. 
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MARTHA  WHITE 

EAVING  the  Pittsburgh  Branch  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for 
the  Blind,  April  20,  1933,  to  take  up  her  permanent  residence  in  the 

Pennsylvania  Industrial  Home  for 
Blind  Women,  3827  Powelton  Avenue, 
Philadelphia,  is  one  of  the  brightest 
and  most  courageous  blind  girls  to 
whom  the  Association  has  given  train- 
ing. Martha  White  is  twenty-three 
years  old,  and  has  been  blind  for  the 
past  thirteen  years — with  the  ad- 
ditional handicap  of  growing  deafness. 
Blinded  when  she  was  ten,  Martha 
had  to  give  up  school  just  three  weeks 
after  she  had  entered  the  Fifth  Grade- 
This  was  a  double  tragedy,  because 
Martha  had  always  loved  the  beauties 
of  nature,  and  had  planned  to  con- 
tinue her  schooling  until  she  had 
sufficient  education  to  enable  her  to 
write  stories  and  poetry  about  the 
birds,  flowers,  and  fields  she  loved. 
Teaching  herself  as  best  she  could, 
crocheting  and  bead  work,  Martha 
remained  in  her  foster  home  for 
almost  twelve  years,  caring  for  the 
younger  children  in  the  family  and 
doing  many  of  the  easier  chores  about 
the  house. 

Martha  was  brought  to  the  atten- 
MARTHA  WHITE  tion  of  the  Association  for  the  Blind  by 

Mr.  C.  W.  Herbert,  of  Monessen,  who  met  her  at  a  Sunday  School  picnic, 
and  through  kindness,  took  her  into  his  home  to  try  to  make  life  richer  for 
her.  While  she  was  with  this  family,  she  learned  to  read  and  write  the 
Braille  system  within  a  month;  and  now  she  enjoys  reading  library  books 
more  than  any  other  pastime.  Through  the  cooperation  of  the  Uniontown 
Chapter  of  the  American  Red  Cross  and  the  State  Rehabilitation  Bureau, 
arrangements  were  made  for  Martha  to  receive  six  months  training  in 
handwork  at  the  Pittsburgh  Workshop  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for 
the  Blind,  where  she  started  October  20,  1932.  Since  that  time,  she  has 
mastered  both  hand  and  machine  sewing,  chair  caning  with  both  cane  and 
rush,  crocheting  bath  mats,  weaving  utility  mats  for  holding  hot  dishes,  and 
making  beaded  necklaces  and  belts. 
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Martha  has  a  pleasant  disposition  and  a  courageous  spirit,  and  leaves  a 
host  of  friends  behind  her  in  Pittsburgh ;  and,  although  a  little  sad  at  parting, 
is  looking  forward  to  her  life  in  Philadelphia  as  a  new  adventure — another 
step  in  her  dauntless  career  upward.  In  her  spare  time,  she  is  taking  a 
Correspondence  Course  from  the  Hadley  Correspondence  School  for  the 
Blind  in  an  effort  to  complete  the  remaining  four  grades  of  grammar  school 
which  she  has  missed.  When  asked  what  she  would  like  to  do  most,  she 
replies  that  she  would  like  enough  education  to  compose  the  verses  and 
stories  about  nature  which  are  always  in  her  mind. 


T 


he  following  poem  by  Edgar  A.  Guest  will  find  an  appropriate  place 
and  a  responsive  cord  in  almost  every  human  heart: 

THE  WHITE  CANE 

I  saw  a  white  cane  glisten  as  he  slowly  walked  along, 

And  it  seemed  to  catch  my  fancy  as  I  mingled  with  the  throng. 

I  thought  it  rather  curious,  for  all  the  canes  in  town 

That  I  had  ever  noticed  were  either  black  or  brown. 

And  then  as  he  came  closer  flashed  the  thought  into  my  mind: 

"I  know  the  white  cane's  meaning — 'tis  the  symbol  of  the  blind!" 

It's  just  a  mild  suggestion  to  the  hurrying  passerby 

To  be  a  little  thoughtful  of  the  brother  drawing  nigh. 

When  he  sees  that  white  cane  gleaming  in  the  glory  of  the  day 

There  is  one  who  walks  in  darkness  who  needs  help  to  cross  the  way. 

'Tis  a  blind  man's  modest  symbol  that  where'er  his  pathway  wends 

He  is  certain  great  and  lowly,  rich  and  poor  are  all  his  friends. 

I'vej forgotten  who  began  it  or  from  whom  the  notion  came, 
Butjthe  white  cane  for  the  sightless  is  a  thought  deserving  fame. 
In  life's  feverish  helter-skelter  we  go  rushing  right  along 
Little^heeding,  little  noting  who  may  need  us  of  the  throng. 
Butjthe  white  cane,  tapping,  tapping,  as  a  symbol  of  the  blind 
Should  remind  us  to  be  watchful,  to  be  thoughtful,  to  be  kind. 


Make  your  last  Will  and  Testament  in  favor  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind,  Inc. 
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his  issue  of  The  Seer  is  dedicated  to 
Mr.  Elwyn  H.  Fowler,  of  Watertown,  Massa- 
chusetts, who,  more  than  any  other  one  person, 
was  responsible  for  initiating  the  movement 
which  has  but  recently  resulted  in  the  establish- 
ment of  a  uniform  braille  system  of  reading  and 
writing  for  the  blind  of  the  English-speaking 
world.    (See  page  19). 
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WHAT  THE  SEER  SEES 

he  Seer  sees  the  conclusion  of  another  year's  work  and  the  reader's 
attention  is  called  to  the  Reports  on  pages  24,  25,  and  27. 


I  ahe  Seer  beholds  just  ahead  the  good  people  of  Pennsylvania  going  to 

-*-  the  polls  next  November  to  vote,  among  other  things,  for  the  Blind 

Relief  Amendment.     (See  page  17).    Accordingly,  the  bulk  of  this  issue  is 

devoted  to  the  question  of  relief,  thoughtfully  and  scientifically  presented 

for  the  benefit  of  our  readers. 

/  I  ahe  Seer  witnessed  with  a  distinct  sense  of  loss  the  passing  of  Dr. 
■*-  Amelia  A.  Dranga,  Pittsburgh,  May  27,  1933.  Among  her  many  pro- 
fessional activities,  Dr.  Dranga  was  very  much  interested  in  work  for  the 
blind  and  served  for  a  number  of  years  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind. 

Dr.  Dranga  was  born  in  Wisconsin  in  1868  and  went  to  Southern  Cali- 
fornia with  her  parents  at  an  early  age.  She  was  a  graduate  of  the  State 
Normal  School  at  Los  Angeles  and  taught  in  the  public  schools  of  California 
for  ten  years  before  entering  Harvard  Annex,  now  Radcliffe  College,  Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 

She  studied  medicine  and  taught  in  the  chemistry  department  at  the 
Women's  Medical  College,  Philadelphia.  After  taking  the  examination  at 
the  West  Penn  Hospital  she  returned  to  Philadelphia  to  teach  for  another 
year,  taking  up  residence  in  Pittsburgh  in  November,  1898.  She  founded 
the  Pittsburgh  and  Allegheny  Milk  and  Ice  Association  the  following  year, 
and  served  as  its  medical  director  until  her  death. 
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She  was  the  first  to  deliver  a  public  lecture  in  Pittsburgh  on  the  teach- 
ing sex  hygiene  to  children.  For  many  years  she  had  maintained  a  small 
private  hospital  similar  to  those  in  eastern  cities. 

Dr.  Dranga  was  a  member  of  the  Unitarian  Church,  the  Congress  of 
Women's  Clubs  and  other  civic  and  social  organizations.  She  leaves  a  sister, 
Mrs.  Mary  Dranga  Campbell,  who  is  probably  the  best  informed  woman  in 
work  for  the  blind.  Mrs.  Campbell  has  held  many  important  posts  in  this 
work,  including  the  assistant  editorship  of  the  "Outlook  for  the  Blind" 
and  the  executive  directorship  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Council  for  the 
Blind.  She  is  now  connected  with  the  Brooklyn  Bureau  of  Charities.  Dr. 
Dranga  and  Mrs.  Campbell  have  always  been  closely  associated  in  their 
work,  and  have  each  contributed  much  to  the  success  of  the  other. 


The  Seer  notes  in  connection  with  the  Fifteenth  Biennial  Convention 
of  the  American  Association  of  Workers  for  the  Blind,  held  at  Richmond, 
Va.,  June  26  to  30,  inclusive,  a  definite  change  in  administration  policy. 
Unwritten  law  since  the  establishment  of  the  organization  in  1905,  has, 
with  a  single  exception,  returned  the  president  for  a  second  two-year  term. 
In  accordance  with  a  pronounced  movement  at  Richmond  to  limit  the 
president's  service  to  one  two-year  term  only,  Mr.  George  F.  Meyer,  of 
Minnesota,  President  for  the  term  now  closing  withdrew  his  name  from 
renomination,  and  Mr.  Herman  M.  Immeln,  of  the  Lighthouse  for  the 
Blind,  New  York  City,  was  elected  to  succeed  Mr.  Meyer. 

The  number  attending  the  Convention  showed  the  effects  of  hard  times, 
but  reduced  numbers  afforded  greater  opportunities  for  the  benefits  always 
resulting  from  personal  conferences.  The  papers  and  discussions  were 
quite  up  to  the  average.  The  hospitality  was  more  than  equal  to  what  was 
expected  of  a  Southern  community,  and  even  the  heat  showed  a  measure  of 
mercy,  although  the  humidity  was  above  the  average.  The  commendations 
of  The  Seer  for  a  successful  Convention  are  extended  to  the  host  of  the 
Convention,  Mr.  L.  L.  Watts,  of  the  Virginia  Commission  for  the  Blind, 
to  the  outgoing  President,  Mr.  Meyer;  and  its  congratulations  to  the  in- 
coming President,  Mr.  Immeln. 

The  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind  was  represented  by  Dr. 
O.  H.  Burritt,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Liborio  Delfino,  three  Directors  of  the  Phila- 
delphia Branch;  by  Honorable  Matthew  A.  Dunn,  Director  of  the  Pitts- 
burgh Branch;  by  Miss  Miriam  Brinkerhoff,  Superintendent  of  the  Dauphin 
County  Branch;  and  by  Mr.  H.  Randolph  Latimer,  Executive  Secretary 
of  the  Association.  Mrs.  Latimer  was  also  present,  as  was  Miss  Arlie  Hew- 
lett, of  Pittsburgh,  former  pupil  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  School  for 
the  Blind  and  recent  graduate  of  Juniata  College. 
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HUMAN  VALUES  IN  WORK  FOR  THE  BLIND 
By  H.  Randolph  Latimer,  Ph.  B. 

(Delivered  at  the  Fifteenth  Biennial  Convention  of  the  American  Association  of  Workers 
for  the  Blind,  Richmond,  Virginia,  June,  1933.) 

Mr.  President  and  Members  of  the  American  Association  of  Workers  for 
the  Blind: — 

I  ahis  is  my  thirteenth  consecutive  biennial  appearance  in  one  capacity 
■*■  or  other  upon  your  rostrum.  I  pleaded  to  be  excused,  but  the  "Young 
Turks"  have  insisted  upon  a  message  from  me  and  their  blood  must  there- 
fore be  upon  your  heads.  With  this  much  of  an  apology  for  my  presence 
here,  I  am  disposed  to  say  with  the  old  farmer  whose  speaking  English  had 
been  called  into  question,  "I  will  say  'aren't'  for  'ain't'  and  'worship'  for 
'washup';  but  I  make  no  further  concessions."  My  interests  during  the 
earlier  Conventions  (1909-1919)  were  definitely  in  matters  appertaining  to 
Uniform  Type.  From  1919  until  1929,  they  were  devoted  toward  the  in- 
corporation and  development  of  what  is  now  the  American  Foundation  for 
the  Blind.  At  Wawasee  in  1929,  I  struck  my  first  note  in  the  campaign  for 
"human  values  in  work  for  the  blind",  toward  which  goal  I  am  now  de- 
voting my  very  best  thought  and  strength.  The  first  harmony  built  upon 
this  note  was  the  unanimous  accord  of  the  Committee  on  Relief,  appointed 
at  that  time,  of  which  Mr.  Calvin  S.  Glover,  then  President  of  the  Associa- 
tion, was  Chairman;  the  other  members  of  which  were  Honorable  Matthew 
A.  Dunn,  Mr.  John  Mason,  Mrs.  Mary  Dranga  Campbell,  and  Mr.  Charles 
A.  Hamilton.  The  report  of  this  committee  may  be  found  on  page  (13). 
and  is  recognized  by  many  leaders  of  our  profession,  as  the  soundest  and 
most  authoritative  statement  yet  drafted  on  the  joint  subject  of  static  and 
constructive  relief  for  the  blind. 

My  personal  contribution  toward  the  adoption  of  a  Uniform  Type  for 
the  English-speaking  world  was  in  no  sense  original  or  pioneering  in  char- 
acter. It  was  rather  subsequent  and  subsidiary  to  much  work  done  in  this 
direction  by  many  individuals  whose  powers  of  research  infinitely  sur- 
passed any  that  I  chance  to  possess.  In  like  manner,  the  part  which  I  was 
privileged  to  play  toward  the  incorporation  and  development  of  the  Amer- 
ican Foundation  for  the  Blind  was  more  in  the  direction  of  harmonizing  and 
concentrating  such  influences  as  were  already  struggling  toward  the  estab- 
lishment of  some  sort  of  national  agency  for  the  greater  coordination  and 
correlation  of  work  for  the  blind.  So  again,  I  am  not  the  pioneer  of  "human 
values"  in  work  for  the  blind.  My  privilege  here  must  be,  in  accordance 
with  what  little  ability  I  have,  that  of  clarifying,  crystallizing,  and  realiz- 
ing the  basic  principles  underlying  this  vital  movement.  These  principles 
I  shall  endeavor  to  present  briefly  in  the  following  paragraphs. 

HUMAN  VALUES 

Fair  Play.  The  sense  of  fair  play  or  equal  recognition  in  the  ordinary 
activities  of  life  is  not  only  a  remedy  for  many  human  diseases,  but  also  a 
sustaining  tonic  in  daily  routine  and  a  potent  inspiration  toward  better  and 
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greater  things.  The  depressing  atmosphere  so  often  present  in  working- 
homes  tends  to  educate  the  public  generally  in  the  wrong  direction  and  to 
develop  within  the  blind  themselves  a  pitiable  inferiority  complex.  The 
presence  of  blind  people  asking  alms  on  the  streets  and  thoroughfares  of  our 
great  Republic  does  more  to  distort  the  public  conception  as  to  the  actual 
capabilities  of  blind  people  than  can  be  undone  in  generations  of  education. 
It  is  often  stated  that  giving  to  blind  people  makes  mendicants  of  them. 
Were  this  sort  of  thing  really  true,  the  offspring  of  our  wealthy  families,  who 
are  accustomed  from  babyhood  to  receive  all  necessities  and  luxuries  at  the 
hands  of  their  parents,  would  be  chief  among  mendicants — a  statement 
which  the  boldest  of  us  would  hesitate  to  make.  It  has  been  our  observation 
that  paupers  are  the  unhappy  product  of  inability  to  secure  work  itself, 
or  of  an  inadequate  return  therefor.  Expect  a  human  being  to  exist  on 
three  dollars  a  week  when  his  normal  requirements  are  twice  that  amount, 
and  he  is  only  human  if  he  secures  the  extra  three  dollars  through  methods 
which  unfortunately  brand  him  as  an  unmistakable  beggar.  As  long  as 
it  is  possible  for  such  terms  as  "asylum",  "inmates",  and  "blind  homes" 
to  fall  freely  from  the  lips  of  our  several  communities,  and  for  the  nickels 
and  dimes  to  jingle  into  the  outstretched  cups  of  our  so-called  street  workers, 
just  so  long  will  it  be  impossible  for  blind  people  to  obtain  normal  recog- 
nition among  their  fellows.  The  sole  remedy  for  these  unhappy  conditions 
is  the  adoption  of  a  practical  program,  which  will  make  real  our  theory  that 
it  is  the  inherent  right  of  every  blind  child  to  have  the  advantages  of  a  com- 
plete education  and  training;  for  every  newly  blinded  adult  to  be  rehabili- 
tated for  reentrance  into  the  activities  of  life;  and  for  each  and  every  blind 
person  to  enjoy  the  privileges  resulting  from  honest  work  at  a  living  wage 

Concentrated  Authority.  Even  a  casual  reading  of  the  history  of  work 
for  the  blind  will  convince  anyone,  except  the  cynic,  that  the  great  majority 
of  the  leaders,  both  blind  and  seeing,  have  been  and  are  consecrated  in  a 
very  real  and  personal  sense  to  the  cause  which  they  have  espoused.  It  is 
too  often  true,  however,  that  this  feeling  of  responsibility  is  definitely 
hindered  in  its  beneficent  operation  by  unwarranted  failure  of  blind  people 
to  do  their  part  toward  their  own  best  interests.  Children,  whether  blind 
or  seeing,  are  still  only  children,  and  as  such  react  very  definitely  in  accord- 
ance with  the  consistency  or  inconsistency  of  parents,  guardians,  or  teachers, 
imitating  and  emulating  those  in  immediate  authority  over  them.  This  is 
equally  true  physically,  mentally,  morally,  and  socially.  "One  bad  apple 
will  spoil  a  bushel  "  So  it  is  that  one  officer  of  inferior,  moral  or  intellectual 
capacity,  may  seriously  jeopardize  the  future  of  all  the  pupils  or  employees. 
Again,  if  the  pupils  or  employees  realize  that  the  personal  interest  of  their 
teachers  and  executives  will  follow  them  throughout  life,  their  reaction  will 
automatically  be  very  much  more  wholesome  than  it  would  be  did  they 
sense  the  contrary.  In  a  very  definite  way,  those  in  authority  in  Associa- 
tions committed  to  the  future  interest  of  blind  pupils,  and  to  that  of  newly 
blinded  people,  must  resist  to  the  nth  degree  the  depressing  influence  upon 
them  of  seemingly  unwarranted  failure  on  the  part  of  these  people.  In 
many  instances,  such  failures  grow  out  of  mistaken  psychology  on  the  part 
of  the  responsible  authority,  whether  blind  or  seeing.  Unfortunately,  good 
intentions  are  not  always  accompanied  by  good  judgment.  The  Heads  of 
organizations  for  the  blind,  whether  Homes,  Schools,  or  employment  centers, 
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must  purge  their  official  and  voluntary  staffs  of  every  assistant,  whose 
standard  of  life  is  such  as  to  lower  the  practical  ideals  which  we  must  in- 
culcate into  our  blind  people.  Unless  the  soldier  believes  in  his  General, 
the  battle  is  inevitably  lost;  and,  unless  the  General  believes  in  the  soldier, 
the  battle  again  is  lost.  Finally,  if  there  is  mutual  confidence  between 
General  and  soldier,  the  public,  in  its  turn,  will  believe  in,  and  support  the 
whole  army.  Thus  it  cannot  be  too  strongly  emphasized  that  unless  there 
is  mutual  confidence  and  cooperation  on  the  part  of  those  in  authority,  and 
the  blind  themselves,  the  best  interests  of  the  latter  will  not  be  subserved. 
Were  the  patients  in  a  hospital  to  insist  on  carrying  out  their  theories  con- 
cerning the  expert  medical  service  and  the  executive  administration,  there 
would  be  main-  more  fatalities  listed  in  the  health  reports  of  our  sanitariums. 
In  like  manner,  were  the  general  run  of  our  blind  people  to  carry  out  some 
of  their  theories  concerning  the  policies  and  practices  designed  to  forward 
their  interests,  there  would  inevitably  be  more  distress  than  even  now 
exists.  Nevertheless,  every  effort  should  be  made  on  the  part  of  those  in 
authority  to  sense  and  build  upon  the  best  ideas  and  suggestions  to  be  had 
from  the  humblest  among  them. 

Obligations  Resting  Upon  Blind  People.  There  is  a  very  definite  ten- 
dency on  the  part  of  far  too  many  individual  blind  people  to  assert  their 
rights,  regardless  of  what  their  obligations  may  be.  Blind  people  should 
realize  at  the  earliest  possible  moment  in  their  development  (and  the  same 
applies  in  equal  measure  to  seeing  people)  that  life  is  social,  cooperative,  and 
interactive  in  every  phase.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  a  right  without  a 
corresponding  obligation.  Indeed,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  events,  the 
obligation  must  be  fulfilled  in  some  measure  before  the  right  can  be  realized. 
The  nature  of  blindness  is  such  that  both  children  and  adults  are  apt  to  be 
nursed  too  long,  and  weaned,  if  weaned  at  all,  too  late  for  their  greatest 
good.  There  is  much  in  what  the  ancient  philosopher  said,  "The  gods 
defend  an  only  child."  The  commonplace  accomplishments  of  these  people 
are  often  grossly  magnified.  As  a  consequence,  they  acquire  an  overween- 
ing estimate  of  their  capabilities,  and  accordingly  resent  any  question  as  to 
the  efficiency  of  their  work.  Every  blind  person  should  be  primarily  active 
on  his  own  behalf.  He  must  ask,  if  he  expects  to  receive;  he  must  seek,  if 
he  hopes  to  find;  and,  he  must  tise  his  own  knuckles,  if  he  expects  the  door 
of  opportunity  to  be  opened  to  him.  The  obligations  of  faithfulness,  in- 
dustry, and  loyalty  must  be  consistently  met  from  childhood  onward,  if  the 
rights,  so  freely  demanded  by  our  blind  friends,  are  to  be  accorded  them  at 
the  hands  of  society.  A  wholesome  attitude,  integrity  of  purpose,  and 
generosity,  especially  toward  their  seeing  associates,  are  fundamental  ele- 
ments for  the  success  of  every  blind  person.  If  the  same  energy,  which  so 
many  of  them  devote  towards  suspicion  and  criticism,  were  devoted  to 
constructive  efforts  on  their  own  behalf,  there  would  be  many  more  success- 
ful blind  people  than  there  are  today.  It  is  indeed  more  blessed  to  give 
than  to  receive,  and  unless  the  individual  gives  the  best  that  is  in  him  to- 
ward his  own  development,  as  well  as  toward  the  best  interests  of  mankind 
in  general,  he  will  not,  and  cannot,  be  a  happy  member  of  the  body  social. 
It.  is  easy  to  say  that  the  public  should  give,  and  give,  and  give,  in  order 
that  blind  people  may  live,  and  live,  and  live.  It  is  true  that  giving  on  the 
part  of  the  public,  as  on  the  part  of  the  blind  individual,  brings  its  accom- 
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panying  blessing.  It  is  also  true  that,  in  a  certain  sense,  every  human  being 
is  entitled,  in  one  form  or  another,  to  the  absolute  necessities  of  life.  It  is 
absolutely  not  true,  however,  that  the  human  being  who  refuses  to  contribute 
his  part  to  the  welfare  of  humanity,  including  himself,  is  entitled  to  any- 
thing whatsoever  at  the  hands  of  society.  What  he  gets  under  such  circum- 
stances comes  to  him  through  the  indulgence  of  a  patient  and  long-suffering 
public. 

Functions  of  Organized  Work.  The  primary  duties  of  organized  work 
for  the  blind  are  the  prevention  of  needless  blindness,  the  finding  of  employ- 
ment for  blind  people  unable  to  secure  it  for  themselves,  the  assurance  of 
such  minimum  maintenance  as  cannot  be  secured  through  their  own  income 
or  efforts;  and,  to  these  ends  to  furnish  such  education  and  training  as  will 
fit  them  for  employment.  Organizations  for  the  blind  are  realizing  more 
and  more  the  vital  necessity  of  identifying  themselves  much  more  closely 
than  they  have  heretofore  done  with  other  organized  social  and  health 
activities.  A  reasonable  percentage  of  executives,  department  heads,  and 
teachers  of  Associations  and  Schools  for  the  Blind  should  be  drawn  from  the 
ranks  of  our  blind  people.  It  is,  therefore,  incumbent  upon  these  organ- 
izations to  furnish,  or  to  secure  for,  their  blind  people,  not  only  the  pre- 
liminary education  and  training  along  such  lines  as  will  fit  them  for  this 
work,  but  it  is  also  important  that  they  provide  them,  directly  or  indirectly, 
opportunities  for  the  necessary  supervised  employment.  It  is  undoubtedly 
true  that  the  failures  on  the  part  of  many  of  our  educated  and  trained  blind 
people  have  been  due  to  the  fact  that  they  have  undertaken  responsible 
positions  for  the  administration  of  which  they  had  had  no  previous  super- 
vised preparation.  Organized  work,  through  preventive  measures,  must 
reduce  the  number  of  blind  people.  It  must  provide  opportunities  wherever 
possible  outside  of  subsidized  centers  for  capable  blind  people  needing  some 
measure  of  assistance.  Although  the  old  saying  that  "every  tub  must 
stand  on  its  own  bottom",  is  essentially  true;  it  is  also  true  that  few  tubs, 
such  as  those  known  to  the  ancients,  could  so  stand  without  two  or  more 
encircling  bands.  So  it  is,  that  many  of  our  blind  people,  perfectly  willing 
and  able  to  stand  on  their  own  feet,  must  have  a  measure  of  guidance  to 
insure  them  against  possible  failure.  Finally,  centers  for  the  employment 
of  blind  people  have  been  organized  primarily  to  furnish  work  under  subsi- 
dized conditions  for  those  incapable,  even  with  a  measure  of  general  guid- 
ance, of  wholly  maintaining  themselves.  A  few  such  centers  employ  only 
individuals  whose  work  enables  the  organizations  to  show  what  they  are 
pleased  to  call  a  profit.  Centers  of  this  type  are  generally  undesirable, 
since  they  employ  capable  blind  people,  who  should  be  engaged  in  industry 
among  the  seeing,  professionally,  or  in  small  businesses  of  their  own.  The 
subsidized  shop  is  primarily  designed  to  furnish  the  maximum  of  work  for 
the  large  group  who  desire  employment,  who  are  morally,  mentally,  and 
physically  fit,  and  who,  because  of  their  inability  to  measure  up  to  the 
requirements  of  the  particular  job  available,  cannot  earn  sufficient  for  their 
maintenance.  These  people,  frequent  disparaging  statements  to  the  con- 
trary, are  often  much  more  wholesome  and  valuable  citizens  to  the  com- 
munity than  those  of  greater  earning  capacity.  Every  blind  person,  capable 
of  any  form  of  work,  should  have  the  opportunity  of  employment,  and  should 
be  required  to  accept  it  before  he  claims  any  financial  return  at  the  hands 
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of  society.  Such  financial  return,  however,  should  not  exceed  the  difference 
between  his  earnings  and  other  income  on  the  one  hand  and  a  reasonable 
maintenance  wage  on  the  other. 

In  summarizing  what  has  been  said  of  "Human  Values",  I  may,  without 
charge  of  undue  local  pride,  be  permitted  to  illustrate  from  the  policies  and 
practices  of  our  own  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind.  Aside  from 
a  feeling  on  the  part  of  our  blind  people  that  a  fairer  return  for  their  work 
might  be  secured  for  them,  the  greater  portion  of  their  unrest,  perhaps, 
grows  out  of  the  character  of  publicity  carried  on  by  the  organizations  hav- 
ing their  interests  in  charge.  This  publicity,  frequently  delegated  to  half- 
informed  voluntary  workers,  too  often  abounds  in  "sob  stuff"  and  bristles 
with  inaccurate  and  absurdly  extravagant  statements.  To  avoid  the  irri- 
tation thus  righteously  aroused,  the  P.  A.  B.,  particularly  in  its  Pittsburgh 
Branch,  invests  the  responsibility  for  the  character  of  its  publicity,  both 
advertising  and  otherwise,  in  a  staff  committee,  the  individual  members  of 
which  are  directly  responsible  for  the  success  of  the  work  as  a  whole.  This 
Committee  has  the  assistance  of  one  or  more  volunteers  with  strong  personal 
approach  to  the  newspaper  and  radio  activities  of  the  community.  One 
direct  result  of  this  practice  finds  expression  in  the  increased  confidence 
which  our  local  blind  people  have  in  those  responsible  for  their  welfare. 

Again,  I  am  able  to  state  without  fear  of  informed  contradiction,  that 
every  seeing  member  of  my  staff  is  genuinely  interested  to  the  point  of 
consecration,  not  only  in  his  own  particular  job,  but  especially  in  the 
personal  welfare  of  every  blind  person  whose  success  is  in  any  way  dependent 
upon  our  efforts.  This  is  also  true  of  the  blind  members  of  the  staff. 
We  employ  no  seeing  people  whatsoever,  except  as  such  employment 
contributes  to  the  necessary  supervision  of,  and  service  to,  an  increasing 
number  of  blind  people.  We  consider  any  tendency  to  discount  blind  people 
on  the  basis  of  blindness  alone  as  an  essential  disqualification  for  maximum 
service  on  their  behalf;  and,  persistence  in  such  tendency  would  in  the  last 
analysis  lead  to  the  substitution  of  an  officer  more  genuinely  sympathetic 
to  the  cause.  This  does  not  mean  that  our  staff  is  indulgent  of  inexcusable 
weakness  on  the  part  of  our  blind  employees.  It  is  proverbial  that  women 
are  women's  severest  critics.  In  like  manner,  the  goodly  percentage  of 
blind  members  on  our  staff  insures  us  a  "red-blooded"  policy  in  the  handling 
of  our  employees. 

Fundamental  in  the  policy  of  the  P.  A.  B.  is  the  principle  that  the  blind 
person  desiring  the  cooperation  of  the  organization  in  his  behalf  shall  not 
only  show  a  disposition,  but  also  a  determination,  to  do  his  part  in  his  own 
rehabilitation  or  maintenance.  During  the  past  two  years,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  negligible  few,  every  street  worker  of  Pittsburgh  and  Allegheny 
County  has  been  brought  under  the  active  supervision  of  the  Association. 
The  negotiations,  which  led  to  this  happy  state  of  affairs,  were  not  of  a 
blanket  nature.  On  the  contrary,  every  blind  person  thus  brought  under 
our  direction  was  interviewed  by  our  Social  Case  Worker,  herself  blind ;  and 
thereupon,  of  his  own  initiative,  accepted  responsibility  for  the  fulfillment 
of  his  part  of  the  understanding  between  us.  Wherever  the  individual  is 
at  all  capable  of  working,  and  where  it  is  possible  for  us  to  furnish  him  even 
a  minimum  amount  of  work,  he  is  expected  to,  and  actually  does,  perform 
such  work  before  receiving  his  minimum  maintenance  wage.  This  policy 
of  dealing  with  our  blind  people  on  the  basis  of  their  individual  needs  and 


12  AUGUST,  1933 

responsibilities  has  insured  to  us  a  happy  harmony,  found,  we  believe,  in 
few,  if  any,  eenters  for  the  Mind  throughout  the  country.  We  are  convinced 
by  reason  of  our  immediate  success  in  this  matter  that  blind  people,  as 
individuals,  are  entirely  capable  of  responding  wholesomely  to  proper  and 
reasonable  polieies  on  their  behalf. 

Realizing  the  responsibilities  resting  upon  organized  work  for  the  blind, 
the  P.  A.  B.,  within  the  past  twelve  months,  has  definitely  raised  the 
qualifications  of  applicants  for  staff  positions  within  its  service,  and  is 
urging  additional  preparation  on  the  part  of  those  already  employed.  In 
the  latter  respect,  it  is  assisting  in  every  way  possible  its  blind  staff  officers 
in  their  efforts  toward  such  additional  preparation.  Moreover,  it  is  setting 
up  within  the  Pittsburgh  area,  in  connection  with  the  Margaret  Morrison 
School  of  Social  Service  and  the  University  of  Pittsburgh,  not  to  mention 
close  cooperation  with  the  Western  Pennsylvania  School  for  the  Blind,  the 
foundation  for  what  it  is  hoped  will  develop  into  adequate  provision  for  the 
education  and  field  training  of  blind  people  looking  toward  professional 
careers  of  any  sort.  To  this  end,  we  have  added  to  our  staff  a  graduate 
Case  Worker,  herself,  as  stated  above,  blind;  a  blind  phvsiotherapist;  and 
a  Supervisor  for  the  prevention  of  blindness  with,  in  addition  to  other  special 
equipment,  specific  training  in  eye-medical  social  work.  A  number  of  our 
Branch  Superintendents  and  staff  officers  are  already  members  of  the  Ameri- 
can Association  of  Social  Workers,  and  others  have  properly  attested  appli- 
cations before  the  Membership  Committee  of  that  body.  A  closer  associa- 
tion with  other  social  and  health  organizations  is  thus  assured  for  the  future 
of  the  P.  A.  B.  Last,  but  by  no  means  least,  is  the  effort  of  our  organization 
in  the  direction  of  insuring  its  employees  a  minimum  maintenance  wage, 
based  upon  the  maximum  service  possible  to  be  rendered  by  the  individual 
worker.  As  indicated  above,  the  wage  of  each  worker,  except  where  his 
earning  capacity  and  our  ability  to  furnish  the  necessary  work  make  it 
possible  for  him  to  do  better,  is  determined  by  his  minimum  maintenance 
needs  when  all  other  income  has  been  taken  into  account.  The  soundness 
of  the  principle  here  involved  has  been  definitely  tested  in  our  Pittsburgh 
area  during  the  past  year.  In  June  1932,  by  reason  of  reduced  income,  it 
was  necessary  to  cut  all  our  employees,  staff  and  workers,  from  33J^%  to 
15%.  This  was,  of  course,  done  under  the  supervision  of  our  trained  Case 
Worker  and  with  due  regard  to  the  individual's  need.  In  January  of  the 
present  year,  it  was  necessary  to  make  an  additional  cut  approximating 
10%.  The  net  result  of  these  two  retrenchments  was  that  two  employees 
only,  each  of  small  earning  capacity  and  with  a  lofty  conception  of  his  own 
rights,  have  left  us  and  returned  to  methods  of  vagrancy.  On  the  whole, 
we  can  see  no  diminution  in  the  loyalty  and  faithfulness  of  our  blind  em- 
ployees because  of  the  foregoing  necessary  action. 

To  conclude,  it  is  our  conviction  that  the  assurance  to  the  blind  that 
their  basic  requirements  will  be  met  is  a  fundamental  necessity,  if  we  are  to 
expect  of  them  the  loyalty  and  faithfulness  essential  to  their  maximum 
efficiency.  In  furtherance  of  this  belief,  the  P.  A.  B.  is  at  the  present  time 
fostering  the  passage  at  the  coming  November  election  of  an  amendment 
to  the  State  Constitution,  which  will  make  it  possible  to  insure  to  every 
deserving  blind  person  in  need  thereof,  such  measure  of  relief  as  will  equal 
the  difference  between  his  income  and  earnings  on  the  one  hand  and  his 
minimum  maintenance  need  on  the  other.     (See  page  17.) 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  ADEQUATE  RELIEF 

'  I  AHE  following  is  the  "Report  of  the  Committee  on  Adequate  Relief", 
■*■  reprinted  from  the  "Proceedings  of  the  Fourteenth  Biennial  Convention 
of  the  American  Association  of  Workers  for  the  Blind": 

"Your  committee  appointed  by  resolution  of  the  Thirteenth  Biennial 
Convention  of  the  American  Association  of  Workers  for  the  Blind,  herein- 
after given,  after  as  thorough  an  examination  into  the  facts  as  time  and 
opportunity  have  permitted,  presents  for  your  consideration  the  following 
principles  and  accompanying  data  governing  the  question  of  adequate 
relief  for  the  blind: 

"First  of  all,  emphasis  is  placed  upon  the  fact  that  the  principles  here 
presented  can  be  carried  out  with  few  exceptions  by  authorized  agencies 
for  the  blind  without  extensive  additions  to  staff  or  overhead  and  can  be 
developed  in  cooperation  with  local  case  working  agencies. 

"The  committee  looks  with  disapproval  upon  organizations  for  the  blind, 
municipal  authorities,  or  the  police  proceeding  against  blind  mendicants  as 
such;  action  should  be  taken  against  mendicancy  in  general  and  not  in 
particular;  in  the  case  of  the  blind  mendicant  no  action  should  be  taken 
against  an  individual  until  some  provision  has  been  made  in  advance  for  his 
maintenance  or  rehabilitation.  The  committee  emphatically  disapproves 
of  all  forms  of  migratory  mendicancy. 

"In  addition  to  every  other  interpretation,  the  term  'relief  as  used  in 
this  report  is  understood  to  mean  and  to  include  any  form  of  public  funds 
appropriated  as  gratuities  or  as  pensions  for  the  blind,  under  the  provisions 
and  statutes  of  the  several  states. 

"Principles  which  should  govern  the  administration  of  adequate  relief: 

"    I.     Definition  of  Adequate  Relief : 

1 .  Blindness  itself  is  a  sufficiently  well  recognized  economic  handicap 
as  to  require  special  relief  at  the  hands  of  society. 

2.  Such  relief  should  be  adequate. 

(a)  Adequate  relief  from  whatever  source  or  sources  obtained 
should  be  adjusted  to  the  needs  of  the  individual  as  determined 
by  the  best  scientific  and  social  judgment  of  the  standards  in  the 
community  in  which  the  blind  person  lives,  rather  than  given  in 
fixed  or  flat  rate  amounts.  The  committee  cannot  emphasize 
too  strongly  that  efficient  case  work  is  indispensable  to  the  giving 
of  relief. 

(b)  Relief  which  merely  supplies  the  elemental  requirements 
for  food,  shelter,  clothing,  and  recreation  may  be  characterized 
as  static  or  continuing,  and  such  relief  should  be  given  exclusively 
to  those  who  are  physically,  mentally  or  morally  unfit  for  re- 
munerative work. 
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(c)  Relief  which  rehabilitates  through  restoration  of  function, 
education,  augmentation  of  earnings,  concession  of  privileges, 
removal  of  obligations,  or  capitalization  of  business,  may  be 
called  constructive,  and  must  comprehend  unhampered  com- 
pletion of  a  rehabilitation  program,  the  development  of  latent 
resources,  security  in  social  and  industrial  position,  and  reason- 
able provision  for  old  age. 

(d)  Adequate  relief,  then,  is  the  difference  between  the  sum  of 
one's  income  from  all  personal  and  other  sources,  and  that 
estimated  as  necessary  for  his  maintenance  by  the  best  scientific 
and  social  judgment  of  the  standards  of  the  community  in  which 
the  individual  lives. 

"  II.     Who  Shall  Receive  Relief: 

1.  The  recipient  must  be  blind. 

(a)  Tn  general,  a  person  is  blind  who  is  unable,  even  with  the 
use  of  specially  fitted  glasses,  to  read  ordinary  type  or  to  perform 
any  work  for  which  eyesight  is  necessary.'  This  definition  was 
approved  by  the  joint  committee  of  the  American  Association  of 
Workers  for  the  Blind  and  the  American  Association  of  In- 
structors of  the  Blind  on  definition  of  blindness. 

2.  The  recipient  must  have  attained  his  majority  according  to  the 
laws  of  the  state  in  which  he  lives. 

3.  The  recipient  must  be  a  legal  resident  of  the  state  at  the  time  of 
making  application  for  relief,  or  must  have  lost  his  sight  within 
the  state. 

4.  The  recipient  who  is  addicted  to  habitual  drunkenness,  de- 
bauchery, and  lawlessness  shall  be  treated  as  mentally  sick,  and 
should  be  cared  for  by  the  institution  provided  by  society,  and 
forfeit  his  right  to  relief. 

5.  The  recipient  who  is  guilty  of  mendicancy  shall  forfeit  this  form 
of  relief. 

6.  The  recipient  shall  not  be  an  inmate  of  a  public  or  private  insti- 
tution, or  have  been,  prior  to  loss  of  sight,  the  habitual  recipient 
of  public  charity. 

7.  The  recipient  shall  not  be  one  who  prior  to  loss  of  sight  was  so 
incapacitated  by  mental  or  physical  infirmities  as  to  constitute 
him  a  public  charge;  such  individuals  should  be  cared  for  by  the 
institution  specializing  in  his  major  handicap. 

"III.     Who  Shall  Pay  Relief : 

1.  The  committee  favors  provision  for  static  or  continuing  relief 
from  governmental  funds,  local  and  state,  on  a  fifty-fifty  basis. 

2.  The  committee  further  favors  provision  for  constructive  relief 
from  governmental  funds,  state  and  local,  on  a  fifty-fifty  basis, 
relying  on  private  philanthropy,  operating  through  duly  author- 
ized agencies  for  the  blind,  to  supplement  such  activities  and  to 
develop  new  fields  of  research  and  opportunity. 
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"IV.     Administration  of  Relief: 

1.  Application  shall  be  made  to  the  properly  constituted  local 
authorities  who  shall  provide  for  an  eye  examination  of  applicant 
by  a  competent  eye  physician. 

2.  If  the  applicant  qualifies  under  the  definition  of  blindness,  as 
given  under  Section  II,  1-A,  the  properly  constituted  local 
authorities  shall  proceed  to  investigate  through  the  instrumen- 
tality of  recognized  social  case  workers,  who  shall  recommend  the 
form  of  relief  to  be  given. 

3.  The  properly  constituted  state  authorities  shall  promulgate 
standards  for  the  administration  of  relief  and  hear  and  pass  upon 
appeals  from  the  decisions  of  the  local  authorities. 

4.  This  relief  should  be  available  to  those  who  cooperate  fully  with 
the  recommendations  of  the  social  worker  experienced  in  work 
for  the  blind,  and  failure  on  their  part  to  do  so  may  be  deemed 
just  cause  for  withholding  or  curtailing  the  relief. 

5.  Prompt  investigation  of  applicants  and  action  upon  recommen- 
dations must  be  regarded  as  of  the  utmost  importance. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Calvin  S.  Glover,  Chairman 

Charles  A.  Hamilton 

Matthew  A.  Dunn 

John  B.  Mason 

Mary  Dranga  Campbell,  Secretarv." 


BLIND-RELIEF  AMENDMENT 

T?  VERY  citizen  of  Pennsylvania  will  have  an  opportunity  next  November 
-■— '  to  cast  his  vote  for  an  amendment  to  the  State  Constitution  making  it 
legal  for  the  Legislature  and  Governor  to  authorize  the  use  of  State  funds 
for  "pensions  or  gratuities"  to  blind  persons  over  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

This  amendment  has  already  been  passed  by  the  necessary  two  Legis- 
latures, and  your  vote  in  November  is  all  that  now  remains  to  make  it  a  part 
of  our  State  Constitution.  The  amended  Article  III,  Section  18,  is  as 
follows,  the  amending  words  being  underscored  : 

"No  appropriations,  except  for  pensions  or  gratuities  for  military  services 
and  to  blind  persons,  twenty-one  years  of  age  and  upwards,  shall  be  made 
for  charitable,  educational,  or  benevolent  purposes,  to  any  person  or  com- 
munity, nor  to  any  denominational  or  sectarian  institution,  corporation,  <>r 
association." 

There  are,  today,  in  Pennsylvania,  approximately  8500  blind  persons 
over  twenty-one  years  of  age.  Of  these,  some  4500  are  more  than  fifty  years 
old  and  are  therefore,  under  modern  economic  conditions  ineligible  for 
industrial  employment.     Not  all  of  these,  however,  are  in  need  of  assistance. 


"Every  Home  a  Patron  of  Blind  Skill" 

5     145    Clubs    o(   the    State  Federation    of  Pennsylvania  Women, 
brought  us  nearer  to  the  realization  of  this  slogan,  by  holding  sales 
of  blind-made  products  during  the  1932-33  Club  year. 

5    Information  on  conducting  these  sales  can  be  obtained  from  any 
Branch  of  the  Association. 

f    Will  your  club  help  make  this  year  100%  by  arranging  for  a  sale 
in  connection  with  your  program  ? 

Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind 

308  South  Craig  Street,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

BRANCHES 

Allentown                        Bethlehem                        Lancaster                          Reading 
Altoona                            Butler                                Oil  City                            Scranton 
Beaver  Falls                    Harrisburg                       Philadelphia                   Wilkes-Barre 
Johnstown                        Pittsburgh 

Brush  Handles 

and 

Wood  Turnings 

We   manufacture   a  com- 
plete line  of  Brush  Handles 
and    Wood    Turnings,    also 
Display  Fixtures,  Thermom- 
eter  Backs,    Bread    Boards, 
Nut    Bowls,    Toy   Building 
Blocks,  etc. 
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log showing  our  line. 
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In  Illinois  and  Western 
Broom    Corn    in    local 
and  car  load  lots. 

I  have  been  in  the  same 
business  at  the  same  old 
stand  for  over  twenty-five 
years. 
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Many  have  adequate  incomes  of  their  own,  are  being  comfortably  supported 
by  their  own  families,  or  are  satisfactorily  housed  in  Homes  for  the  Aged. 

Of  the  remaining  four  thousand  between  twenty-one  and  fifty  years  of 
age,  a  few  are  capable  of  maintaining  themselves  independently  without 
requiring  or  asking  any  assistance.  Others  again,  can  earn  a  sufficient 
amount  for  their  complete  maintenance  under  the  supervision  of  organized 
agencies.  Still  others,  not  quite  so  capable,  are,  nevertheless,  able  to  earn 
a  part  of  the  amount  needed  for  their  maintenance  under  supervision  either 
in  their  own  homes  or  in  subsidized  shops. 

The  remainder  of  this  group,  as  well  as  the  remainder  of  the  older  group 
being  incapable  of  remunerative  employment  under  any  conditions,  are 
eligible  to  the  proposed  pension  or  gratuity,  provided,  however,  they  are 
not  already  receiving  adequate  relief  because  of  other  disabilities.  In  the 
same  way,  those  whose  income  from  any  source  (including  their  own  earn- 
ings) is  insufficient  for  a  reasonable  maintenance,  are  entitled  to  have  this 
income  supplemented  by  the  proposed  pension  or  gratuity. 

Since  blindness  is  a  recognized  handicap,  and  since,  in  Pennsylvania, 
there  is  no  adequate  provision  for  needy  blind  people,  we  urge  your  favorable 
vote  in  November  on  this  amendment  which  will  make  such  provision 
possible. 


ELWYN  H.  FOWLER 

By  Dr.  Edward  E.  Allen,  Director  Emeritus, 
Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind 

T^LWYN  H.  FOWLER,  a  State  of  Maine  pupil,  was  graduated  from 
-"  Perkins  Institution  in  its  class  of  1889.  Being  a  youth  of  character  and 
determination  he  made  his  blindness  a  stepping-stone  to  success  and  inde- 
pendence. Upon  certification  as  piano  tuner  he  settled  in  Worcester, 
Massachusetts,  where  he  added  to  his  private  connection  the  keeping  in 
tune  of  that  city's  school  pianos.  Since  1911  he  has  been  Instructor  and 
Manager  of  the  Perkins  Tuning  Department,  in  which  capacity  he  has  not 
only  trained  youth  after  youth  for  a  successful  career,  generally  launching 
him  into  it,  but  has  succeeded  in  making  most  of  them  realize  that  the  status 
of  all  blind  tuners  is  the  peculiar  responsibility  of  every  one  of  them;  in 
other  words,  that  the  good  of  the  cause  transcends  the  good  of  the  individual. 
Not  every  boy  who  wanted  the  privilege  of  studying  under  him — for  he 
made  it  this — could  do  so.  No.  His  students  being  limited  to  twenty  at  a 
time,  he  retained  only  the  progressively  promising.  Nor  would  he  en- 
courage any  but  the  cleverest  to  attempt  the  care  of  the  piano-player. 
Naturally  there  was  always  a  small  waiting  list  of  applicants  for  his  de- 
partment; and  whenever  a  vacancy  occurred,  and  this  was  but  seldom,  that 
candidate  of  proper  age  was  chosen  who  added  to  satisfactory  ear  tests  the 
highest  average  for  character,  personality,  school  record,  and  manual  skill. 
Is  it  any  wonder  that  Perkins  still  keeps  in  tune  and  repair  the  public  school 
pianos  of  Boston,  an  opportunity  which  it  obtained  in  1877? 

We  can  hardly  think  of  Mr.  Fowler  without  also  thinking  of  Mrs.  Fowler, 
most  of  whose  life  has  been  given  to  our  people  as  teacher,  foster-mother, 
wife  and  helpmeet. 


J.  D.  WESTCOTT  &  SON 

UNION  CITY,  PENNSYLVANIA 

Oldest  and  Largest  Manufacturer  of 
Hardwood  Broom  Handles 


The  many  Associations  for  the  Blind 
make  the  kind  of  brooms  on  which 
we  are  proud  to  see  our  handles.  We 
hope  that  WESTCOTT  HANDLES 
contribute  to  some  degree  to  the  high 
standard  of  the  finished  product. 


Wire 


for 


BrOOttlS     Seneca  Brand 
Wire 


Brushes 
Mops 


Represents 

Highest 

Quality  &.  Service 


Please  send  your 
orders  to 


The  Seneca  Wire 
&  Mfg.  Co. 

Fostoria,  Ohio 


Always  Ready 
to  Cooperate 


Inquiries  and  orders 
from  Institutions  for 
the  Blind  will  receive 
special  attention. 


C.  A,  Mahle  &  Son 

Manufacturers  of 

Bored  and  Solid  Blocks 
for  Brushes  and  Brooms 

CORRY,    PENNSYLVANIA 
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EXCERPTS  FROM  THE  REPORT  OF 
THE  SPECIAL  AMERICAN  UNIFORM  TYPE  COMMITTEE 

"On  July  18-19,  1932,  the  American  and  British  conferees  met  at  the 
National  Library  for  the  Blind  in  London.  The  two  days  of  discussion 
were  characterized  by  an  effort  on  the  part  of  the  representatives  of  each 
country  to  evaluate  sympathetically  the  point  of  view  of  the  other,  and  to 
find  a  method  of  harmonizing:  divergences  based  on  sound  principles  rather 
than  on  compromise.  The  modified  system  resulting  from  this  conference 
is  known  as  'Standard  English  Braille.'  "***** 

The  conference  recommended  that: 

"(1)  The  present  type  committee  be  superseded  by  a  committee  of 
five,  two  to  be  appointed  by  the  American  Association  of  Workers  for  the 
Blind;  two  by  the  American  Association  of  Instructors  of  the  Blind;  and 
one  by  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  with  authority  to  act  in 
behalf  of  braille  readers  and  all  agencies  interested  in  the  maintenance  of 
a  standard  braille  code. 

"(2)  The  members  of  such  committee  serve  for  a  term  of  two  years 
or  until  successors  are  appointed  except  that  the  first  members  appointed 
by  the  American  Association  of  Instructors  of  the  Blind  shall  hold  office 
until  June  20,  1934,  or  until  successors  are  appointed. 

"(3)  A  majority  of  the  members  be  blind  and  be  proficient  braille 
readers. 

"(4)  The  two  members  appointed  by  the  American  Association  of  In- 
structors of  the  Blind  shall  be  an  instructor  and  a  librarian;  and  the  two 
members  appointed  by  the  American  Association  of  Workers  for  the  Blind 
shall  be  a  braille  embosser  and  a  home  teacher,  unless  in  the  opinion  of 
the  appointing  powers  this  restriction  unduly  limits  them  in  their  choice 
of  persons  for  the  committee. 

"(5)  This  committee  have  the  power  to  choose  its  own  chairman;  and 
to  co-opt  sub-committees  on  musical,  mathematical,  and  other  special 
notations  when  occasion  warrants. 

"(6)  This  committee  submit  a  report  annually  to  the  organizations 
appointing  its  membership. 

"(7)  The  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  be  requested  to  act  as 
the  secretariat  for  the  committee,  and  be  subject  therein  to  the  direction 
of  the  committee,  save  that  expenditures  of  money  shall  be  governed  by 
arrangements  to  be  agreed  on  between  the  three  organizations  sponsoring 
the  committee." 


Make  your  last  Will  and  Testament  in  favor  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind,  Inc. 


Tucumcari,  New  Mexico.    Out  Where  The  West  Begins 
The  Hub  of  the  famous  South  Canadian  River  Valley. 

^3he  Home  of  Qheap  Broomcorn 

Fertile  Virgin  Land,  $5  to  $15  per  acre — Taxes  5^  to  15^  per  acre 

Low  Cost  Production 

Dwarf  equal  to  Elk  City,  Standard  equal  to  Lindsay. 


THE  LINS  BROOMCORN  CO 

P.  O.  BOX  1147 
TUCUMCARI,  NEW  MEXICO 

The  Sunshine  State 


BROOM  HANDLES     -     HICKORY  OR  BEECH 

First-class  quality,  kiln  dried.  Double  Sanded  with  our  patented  process 

SPECIAL  WHITE  ENAMELED  HICKORY  CANES 

Approved  by  leading  Organizations  for  the  Blind.  Equipped  with 
metal  tips,  Natural  Finish  Crook  Handles,  designed  especially  for  the 
Blind. 

STRONG       -      SAFE       -       DISTINCTIVE 

MOP  HANDLES,  TOY  BROOM  HANDLES, 
BRUSH  RODS 

and  miscellaneous  Handles  turned  to  order. 
Write  for  prices  and  samples. 

T.  W.  MINTON  &  CO. 

INCORPORATED 

BARBOURVILLE,  KENTUCKY 
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BRAILLE  ALPHABET 

THE  following  is  an  ink  print  representation  of  Braille,  Grade  One  and 
a  Half,  now  used  by  the  blind  in  America.  For  further  information 
see  Report  of  the  Special  American  Uniform  Type  Committee,  excerpts 
from  which  appear  on  page  21.  Each  character  is  made  up  of  one  or  more 
of  a  group  of  six  dots  in  this  position  ' 


Alphabet 
Numerals 
Whole-word 

Line  1 


b  c  d 

2  3  4 

but  can  do 

•■  ••  •• 


8 

5 

every 


f 

8 

from 


7 


F  T  rf[ 

8  9  0 

hv./e  Just 

•  •  •  o 


•  • 


•  • 


Alphabet  k  1  m  n 

Whole- word         knowledge  like  nv>rc-  not 

&  ■  r»  -  ■»•  •• 

Li*e2        ;;  J;  ;;  ;• 


p  q  r  8 

people      quite      rather        so 


•  ■ 


•  « 

•  ■ 


that 

•  • 

•  ■ 


Alphabet 

Whole-word 

Part-word 

Line  3 


very 


you 


and  for 

and  for 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •• 


a  e.  u 

of  the  with 

of  the         with 


•  • 


•  • 


w,  etc. 

Whole-word 

Part-word 

Line  4 


i 

Shall 
sh 

•  • 


o 

this 
th 

•  • 


which 
wh 

•  • 


ed 


ti 

out 
ou 

•  • 


tiae 


ow 


w 
will 


Whole-word 

Part-word 

Punctuation 

Line  5 


-  • 


l 


(        ) 


#•    •• 

•  •    •• 


•  • 


fraction  line 


Part-word 
Hyphen,  etc. 

.  Line  6 


Line  7 


COMPOUNl 

Signs  j 


accent 


ing 
6 

•  • 


numeral  sign 


•  i 

•  ♦ 


ar 
a  vt 


A*   f  • 


italic  sign     lett 

er  sign 

capital  sign. 

let  s»r? al  pc-int 

■  • 
-  9 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

i 

r 

J 

•  •        •  •    •   • 

•  •      ••    •  • 

-  • 

•  • 

99    © 

In  the  above  cut  the  raised  dot  is  indicated  by  a  heavy  black  dot. 


21  AUGUST,  1933 

PENNSYLVANIA  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  INC. 

Consolidated  Statement  -Income  and  Expense 

Periods  June  1,  1931  to  May  31,  1932;    June  1,  1932  to  May  31,  1933 

June  1,  1931  June  1,  1932 

INCOME                                                           to  to 

May  31,  1932  May  31,  1933 

Sales $142,898.19  $102,515.53 

Loeal  City  Aid  and  Welfare 180,531.89  192,969.50 

Gifts  and  Contributions 7,460.85  1,532.81 

County  Maintenance 5,605.04  5,554.35 

Miscellaneous  Income 3,227.13  3,139.02 

Sub  Totals $339,723.10  $305,711.21 

Receipts  from  Special  Funds 10,327.13  12,204.72 

State  Appropriation 15,000.00  15,000.00 

TOTAL  INCOME $365,050.23  $332,915.93 

EXPENSE 

Salaries,  Supervision  and  Clerical,  Blind $  30,445.21  $  23,974.28 

Salaries,  Supervision  and  Clerical,  Sighted.  .  .  .      22,909.57  23,401.63 

Wages,  Blind 144,129.95  133,536.97 

Wages,  Sighted 26,842.83  21,676.38 

Telephone  and  Telegraph 2,039.54  2,006.61 

Office  Supplies  and  Printing 4,797.21  4,698.94 

Purchases 92,603.97  60,693.68 

Shop  Supplies 3,645.17  1,933.68 

Bad  Accounts  and  Collections 1,199.43  4,701.03 

Prevention  and  Placement 3,529.98  2,803.07 

Education  and  Recreation 584.10  297.07 

Memberships  and  Dues 401.95  248.45 

Truck  Delivery  and  Expense 5,458.62  4,015.05 

Rent 5,927.00  2,951.50 

Social  Service  and  Aid 10,443.55  10,908.09 

Insurance 5,140.44  2,486.81 

Interest  on  Loans  and  Mortgages 2,184.31  10,002.50 

Fuel,  Light,  and  Water 2,863.44  3,841.24 

Repairs  and  Renewals 10,665.17  3,953.80 

Travel  Expense 4,748.55  3,638.33 

Miscellaneous 7,896.28  4,482.08 

Sub-Totals $388,456.27  $326,251.19 

New  Equipment 2,413.90  1,001.43 

TOTAL  EXPENSE $390,870.17  $327,252.62 
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Frederick  H.  Cone  &  Co. 

I  NCORPOR ATED 

181  FRONT  STREET,  NEW  YORK,  U.  S.  A. 


BRISTLES  HORSEHAIR 

AND  FIBRES 

ALL  KINDS  AND  COLORS 


Complete  Stocks  Always  Available 


Quotations,  Samples  and  Information  on  all  Brush  Materials 
furnished  on  request 


When  You  Need 

Bunch  Bags,  Handle  Cones, 
All  Over  Broom  Bags, 
Individual  Broom  Slips 

Write  us  for  samples  and  prices. 

WE  ARE  THE  LARGEST  producers  of  paper  broom 
bags.  We  specialize  on  the  needs  of  the  broom  manufac- 
turers. Our  equipment  enables  us  to  offer  you  the  best 
service  at  competitive  prices. 

AN  INQUIRY  will  be  appreciated. 

THE  KENNEDY  CAR  LINER  &  BAG  CO, 

SHELBYVILLE,  INDIANA 
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PENNSYLVANIA  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  INC. 
Consolidated  Report  of  Branch  Activities 

(Exclusive  of  Butler  County  Branch) 


FOR  YEAR 
JUNE  1,  1932  TO  MAY  31,  1933 


Men       Women      Minors       Total 


1.  Number  of  persons  on  your  County 
File  with  20/70  vision  or  less,  May  31, 
1933? 

a.  Number  of  persons  with  20/200 
vision  or  less 2,283 

b.  Number  of  persons  with  vision 
greater  than  20/200  and  not  ex- 
ceeding 20/70 309 


1,548 
201 


271         4,102 
328  838 


TOTAL 2,592  1,749  599  4,940 

Number  of  blind  persons  having  re- 
ceived employment  during  the  year? 

a.  In  Shop  Industries 206  32  0  238 

b.  In  Home  Industries. 13  203  0  216 

c.  As  salesmen  of  blind-made  goods.  .  53  20  0  73 

d.  As  entertainers,  tuners,  etc 25  6  0  31 

e.  Placements     (Factory,     Business, 

and  Professional) 52  8  0  60 


Monetary 
Benefits 


$117,059.53 

10,672.19 

11,596.72 

3,008.00 

37,751.01 


TOTAL 349 


269 


618 


$180,087.45 


3.  Gross  number  of  blind  persons  having 
received  Social  Service  during  the  year? 

a.  Through  Visiting  (Investigation  or 

friendly) 769  591  364         1,724 

b.  Through  Social,  Medical,  and  First 

Aid 1,675     214     151    2,040 

c.  Through       entertainments       and 

recreation 444  256  141  841 

d.  Through  direct  donations  (Money, 
food,  fuel,  and  clothing) 390  209  71 

e.  Through  other  organizations 231  100  37 


TOTAL 3,509 


1,370 


670 
368 


764 


$  9,992.00 

723.25 

17,789.41 
11,952.00 


5,643 


40,456.66 


Number  of  different  blind  individuals 
having  received  service  or  employment 
during  the  year? 


893 


Number  of  persons  having  received 
eye-medical  service? 

a.  Through  the  Branch  proper 204 

b.  Through  other  Social  and  Health 
Agencies 144 


653 

220 
229 


373         1,919 

706         1,130 
124  497 


$220,544.01 

$     6,225.08 
999.00 


TOTAL 348  449  830         1,627        $     7,224.08 

6.  Blind  persons  in  the  County  not  under 

the  supervision  of  the  Branch? 1,557         1,005  95         2,657  


McCORD  COMPANY 

LOUISVILLE,  KY. 
Spun  and  Roving     : :     Soft  and  Hard  Twist 


YARNS 


Made  at  Our  Own  Mill  Under  Our  Own  Brands 

"  OTTER  " 
"TIP  TOP" 
"MACCO" 

"LION" 
"VICTOR" 

Put  Up  On  Tubes,  Many  Ends  Off,  or  In  Skeins 

FOR 

Mop  and  Mop  Head 
Manufacturers 

Write  for  Prices  and  Samples 
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Lady  Campbell 


X  his  issue  of  The  Seer  is  affectionately  dedi- 
cated to  the  memory  of  Sophia  Faulkner  Campbell 
(Lady  Campbell),  concerning  whom  it  may  well 
be  said  "Give  her  of  the  fruit  of  her  hands  and 
let  her  own  work  praise  her  within  The  Gates". 


XOCCO 


MOP  YARNS 

For  Mop  Heads  and  Stick  Mops 
SOFT  ROVING  AND  TWINE 

OF  SPECIAL  CONSTRUCTION 


INSURING  SATISFACTION  THROUGH 
LONG  WEAR  AND  APPEARANCE 


Our  Prices  Are  Right 


WRITE  FOR  SAMPLES  AND  PRICES 
Rockford  Mfg*  Co*,  Rockford,  Term. 

FRED    W.    FINTER,    121  N.  5th  Street,  Louisville,  Ky. 

SELLING  AGENT 
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A  QUARTERLY  BULLETIN 
OF  THE 

Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind,  Inc. 

God  said,  "Let  There  Be  Light" 
VOLUME  III  NOVEMBER,  1933  No.  4 


WHAT  THE  SEER  SEES 

I  ahe  Seer  sees  In  the  passing  of  Lady  Sophia  Campbell,  June  18,  1933, 
-*-  the  final  curtain  fall  of  a  drama  in  work  for  the  blind,  which  has  com- 
manded the  admiration  and  respect  of  the  civilized  world.  It  was  the 
privilege  of  the  writer  on  July  1,  1914,  for  the  first  and  only  time,  to  meet 
Sir  Francis  Campbell  in  his  own  home  on  the  campus  of  the  Royal  Normal 
College,  Upper  Norwood,  London,  England,  where,  broken  in  health  and 
retired  from  active  service  he  sat  warming  his  hands  before  the  open  grate, 
recalling  pleasant  recollections  of  his  visit  to  Baltimore  many  years  before. 
Lady  Campbell  was  there  with  all  her  simple  graces,  making  my  wife  and 
me  feel  that  of  all  possible  guests,  we  were  the  ones  she  had  expected  and 
most  desirous  to  have.  Three  days  later  while  at  the  School  for  the  Blind 
in  York,  England,  word  came  of  the  death  of  this  pioneer  in  the  higher 
education  of  the  blind.  Since  that  time,  it  has  occasionally  been  the 
writer's  rare  privilege  to  meet  Lady  Campbell  and  it  is  with  deepest  regard 
for  her  inestimable  work  that  The  Seer  dedicates  this  issue  to  her  memory 
and  includes  a  far  too  meager  sketch  of  her  life  and  doings.      (See  Page  21.) 


'  I  ahe  Seer  sees  with  satisfaction  the  progress  being  made  on  behalf  of 
A  Pennsylvania's  Blind-Relief  Amendment  to  be  voted  upon  November  7. 
This  amendment  is  number  one  of  the  twelve  amendments  on  the  ballot 
and  is  not  likely,  therefore,  to  be  overlooked  by  its  friends.  Be  sure  to  cast 
your  vote  affirmatively  and  help  to  put  Pennsylvania  among  the  twenty-odd 
States  already  furnishing  relief  to  their  needy  blind  people.  This  amend- 
ment will  make  it  permissive  only  for  the  State  to  grant  such  relief.  What 
shall  constitute  the  need  for  relief,  the  amount  thereof,  and  the  method  of 
its  distribution,  will  be  matters  of  subsequent  legislation. 
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'  I  ahe  Seer  in  the  persons  of  its  editor  and  its  Eye-Medical  Social  Worker 
■*■  was  privileged  to  attend  the  National  Conference  on  the  Rehabilitation 
of  Handicapped  Persons,  held  in  Chicago,  October  8  to  13,  inclusive.  The 
progress  being  made  throughout  the  country  generally  toward  a  more  con- 
certed and  scientific  handling  of  handicapped  problems,  was  one  of  the  most 
striking  features  of  the  conference.  The  prevention  of  handicaps,  especially 
the  prevention  of  blindness,  was  prominently  featured  in  a  paper  by  Lewis  H. 
Carris,  Managing  Director  of  the  National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of 
Blindness.  The  reader's  attention  is  called  to  an  article  on  sight-saving 
classes  on  page  17  of  this  issue  by  our  Eye-Medical  Social  Worker. 


'  I  ^he  Seer  notes  with  interest  in  reviewing  the  personnel  of  the  Boards  of 
-*■  Directors  of  the  several  Branches  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for 
the  Blind  that  five  of  these  Boards  number  among  their  members  one  or 
more  outstanding  blind  and  partially  blind  people:  to  wit,  the  Philadelphia 
Branch  Board  includes  Mr.  Liborio  Delfino,  Mr.  Edward  Marcu,  and 
Mrs.  W7illiam  H.  Woodward;  the  Cambria  County  Branch  Board,  Miss 
Jean  Porterfield;  the  Dauphin  County  Branch  Board,  Mr.  Gayle  Burl- 
ingame;  the  Wilkes-Barre  Branch  Board,  Mrs.  Susie  Gamble;  and  the 
Pittsburgh  Branch  Board,  Mr.  Philip  N.  Harrison  and  Honorable 
Matthew  A.  Dunn. 


NOTICE 


The  following  reprint  from  the  September,  1933,  Teachers  Forum  will 
be  of  interest  to  all  writers  of  Braille : 

"The  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  is  now  prepared  to  accept 
orders  for  the  new  braillewriter,  deliveries  to  be  made  this  fall.  This 
machine  is  the  result  of  years  of  experience  in  the  manufacture  of  the  Hall 
Braille  Writer  and  of  a  careful  study  of  all  writing-machines  for  the  blind 
anywhere  in  the  world.  In  the  development  of  this  writer,  the  Foundation 
has  had  the  benefit  of  the  cooperation  of  the  Research  Department  of  the 
Underwood  Elliott  Fisher  Company. 

"Arrangements  have  been  made  to  have  the  machine  manufactured  for 
the  Foundation  by  the  L.  C.  Smith  and  Corona  Typewriters,  Inc.  The 
high  standard  of  workmanship  characterizing  this  company's  products  gives 
assurance  that  this  machine  will  be  thoroughly  well  made  in  every  particular. 

"The  price  of  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  braille  typewriter 
with  carrying  case  is  $35  f.  o.  b.  New  York  City.  Orders  for  the  new  braille 
typewriter  should  be  addressed  to:- American  Foundation  for  the  Blind, 
125  East  46th  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y." 
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VENANGO  COUNTY  BRANCH 

By  Mr.  H.  R.  Latimer 

"/TpU RN  about  is  fair  play"  and  "A  fair  exchange  is  no  robbery"  are  two 
-*■  well  known  sayings,  which  express  the  commonplace  experiences  of 
human  beings.  It  is  not  unusual  for  Universities,  Colleges,  and  Academies 
to  exchange  professors  and  teachers  for  a  year  or  more  in  order  to  give  the 
schools  in  question  the  mutual  benefit  of  their  respective  teachers'  experi- 
ence and  skill.  To  some  extent,  exchanges  of  this  sort  have  been  made 
between  Schools  for  the  Blind  in  both  Europe  and  America ;  but  the  prin- 
ciple has  few,  if  any,  examples  within  the  work  of  other  organizations  for 
the  blind. 

The  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind,  like  all  similar  organizations, 
exists  primarily  to  furnish  or  secure  work  for  employable  blind  people.  Such 
employment  is  found  in  factories  among  the  seeing,  in  small  private  busi- 
nesses, in  one  profession  or  another,  in  subsidized  centers  for  the  blind,  or 
in  their  own  homes.  It  is  a  generally  accepted  practice  that  training  for 
such  work  is  a  primary  function  of  the  State  through  its  regular  system  of 
public  education,  or  through  special  schools  furnishing  the  type  of  training 
desired.  Few  organizations,  however,  have  clearly  grasped  the  idea  that 
when  blind  people  have  received  training  along  a  specific  line,  it  is  still 
necessary  for  them  to  serve  for  a  year  or  more  as  understudies  before  it  is 
reasonable  to  expect  them  to  assume  full  responsibility  for  the  work  they 
have  been  educated  to  do. 

There  are  few,  if  any,  organizations  for  the  blind  in  the  country  of 
considerable  size  in  the  executive  conduct  of  which  blind  or  partially  blind 
people  do  not  participate.  Far  too  often,  however,  these  blind  executives 
or  department  heads  have  lacked  either  the  primary  training  or  the  years  of 
probationary  experience  essential  to  the  competent  handling  of  their  work. 
Such  inexperience  almost  demands  that  the  individual  be  a  genius  or  super- 
man, if  his  work  is  to  be  comparable  to  what  a  trained  sighted  executive 
would  accomplish  in  the  same  situation.  The  Pennsylvania  Association 
for  the  Blind  has  always  stood  for  the  employment  of  capable  blind  execu- 
tives wherever  such  employment  does  not  jeopardize  the  best  interests  of 
the  blind  as  a  whole.  Experience,  however,  has  taught  us  that  this  policy 
can  easily  be  overdone  unless  due  regard  is  given  both  to  preparatory 
training  and  to  a  period  of  experience  before  placing  the  individual  in  a 
position  of  complete  responsibility. 

Recognizing  its  fourfold  obligation  to  insure  certain  of  its  capable  blind 
people  the  training  necessary  for  specific  work,  to  secure  or  furnish  proba- 
tionary experience,  to  employ  capable  blind  people  wherever  practicable 
within  the  organization  itself,  and  to  aid  certain  deserving  ones  to  improve 
their  equipment  from  time  to  time, — the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the 
Blind,  through  the  cooperation  of  two  of  its  Branches,  is  interchanging  two 
of  its  blind  executives  in  order  that  each  may  be  more  fully  equipped  for  her 
particular  work  and  that  the  work  of  the  Association  as  a  whole  may  be 
the  better  done. 

Miss  Georgiana  E.  Trainor,  Superintendent  of  the  Venango  County 
Branch  and  Miss  Annabel  A.  Carter,  Case  Worker  of  the  Pittsburgh  Branch 
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are  both  totally  without  sight,  graduates  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania 
School  for  the  Blind  and  of  the  University  of  Pittsburgh.  Miss  Trainor 
was  employed  as  publicity  and  dictaphone  clerk  of  the  Pittsburgh  Branch 
before  assuming  her  duties  three  years  ago,  as  Superintendent  of  the  Venango 
County  Branch  at  Oil  City,  Pa.  Miss  Carter  then  took  over  the  publicity 
work  until  her  matriculation  in  the  Margaret  Morrison  School  of  Social 
Service.  Graduating  in  June,  1933,  she  was  employed  by  the  Pittsburgh 
Branch,  as  Case  Worker,  under  the  supervision  of  Miss  Dorothy  Hosford. 
In  their  undergraduate  courses  both  of  these  young  ladies  either  majored 
or  took  several  units  of  Social  Science,  but  this  of  course  did  not  include  any 
supervised  case  work.  Feeling  her  need  of  better  case  wrork  equipment, 
Miss  Trainor  sought  the  privilege  of  the  social  service  training  similar  to 
that  taken  by  Miss  Carter  in  connection  with  the  Margaret  Morrison  School. 
She  could  not  afford,  however,  to  give  up  her  regular  position  in  order  to 
take  this  course.  Miss  Carter,  on  the  other  hand,  desired  an  opportunity 
to  try  her  talents  along  executive  lines.  Accordingly,  arrangements  have 
been  made  by  which  Miss  Carter  will  be  Acting  Superintendent  of  the 
Venango  County  Branch,  and  Miss  Trainor  will  be  Assistant  Social  Case 
Worker  of  the  Pittsburgh  Branch,  rendering  such  service  as  her  courses  in 
connection  with  the  Maragret  Morrison  School  will  permit. 


BEAVER  COUNTY  BRANCH 

By  Adelaide  Sullivan,  Superintendent 

A  BOUT  fourteen  years  ago,  a  little  lad  eight  years  old,  while  playing  near 
•*-  *-  his  home,  met  with  an  accident.  He  followed  some  workmen,  who 
were  working  with  electric  wires,  and  somehow  fell  on  a  live  wire  and  was 
severely  burned.  Most  of  his  face  was  burned  away,  including  both  eyes, 
and  his  right  arm  was  burned  so  badly  it  had  to  be  amputated  just  a  little 
below  the  shoulder.  For  twelve  years  he  had  been  around  home  almost 
helpless.  Two  years  ago  he  was  sent  to  the  Wills  Eye  Hospital  in  Phila- 
delphia, where  he  had  some  plastic  surgery  done.  He  later  went  to  the 
Home  for  Blind  Men  in  Philadelphia,  where  he  learned  to  cane  chairs.  He 
is  now  back  in  Beaver  County,  and  has  been  taught  to  make  table  mats, 
wire-drawn  brushes,  door  mats,  and  fiber  work.  He  is  cheerful,  eager  to 
work,  and  interested  in  learning  new  kinds  of  work.  It  is  marvelous  to  see 
this  young  blind  man,  who  is  now  twenty-two  years  of  age,  do  his  work 
with  one  hand,  and  especially  to  see  how  well  he  does  it. 

ON  Tuesday,  October  3,  1933,  telephone  salesmanship  was  introduced  in 
Beaver  County.  Robert  Freed,  a  graduate  of  the  W7estern  Pennsyl- 
vania School  for  the  Blind,  Class  of  1933,  is  doing  the  retail  selling  by  tele- 
phone from  the  Association  office ;  and  making  appointments  for  one  of  our 
representatives  to  display  blind-made  articles  to  persons  unfamiliar  with 
our  work.  Raymond  Rosenberger,  also  a  graduate  of  the  Western  Pennsyl- 
vania School  for  the  Blind,  Class  of  1930,  has  been  doing  retail  selling  for 
the  past  three  years.  He  and  Robert  are  now  working  together — Robert 
securing  the  orders  and  making  the  appointments  soliciting  caning  and 
piano  tuning;  Raymond  taking  care  of  the  appointments  and  making  the 
deliveries.  Although  the  boys  have  only  worked  at  this  a  short  time,  they 
feel  that  it  is  going  to  be  very  successful.     We  approve  this  type  of  retail 
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selling  for  two  reasons,  first,  it  is  giving  employment  to  two  young  men 
and  through  their  efforts,  to  our  caners,  piano  tuners,  and  homeworkers; 
and,  second,  the  general  advertising  given  is  proving  of  value  to  our  local 
Branch. 

CAMBRIA  COUNTY  BRANCH 

By  Helen  Fox,  Superintendent 

P\URING  the  summer  just  passed,  there  seemed  to  be  a  more  philan- 
*~J  thropic  interest  shown  in  our  blind  people.  Early  in  the  spring,  just 
when  the  flowers  were  in  bloom,  Mrs.  Leon  P.  Bennett,  wife  of  the  President 
of  the  Cambria  County  Poor  Directors  and  Executive  of  the  Emergency 
Relief  invited  the  Wednesday  Afternoon  Sewing  Group  to  her  home  for  a 
Garden  Party.  This  garden  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  spots  in  Cambria 
County.  The  girls  examined  with  delight  and  interest  the  multitude  of 
species  of  the  different  plants,  after  which  they  went  to  the  Garden  Pavilion 
where  they  enthusiastically  discussed  the  types  of  shrubbery,  flowers,  and 
trees  they  had  just  examined.  Refreshments  were  served  and  afterwards 
the  girls  returned  home  excited  and  happy. 

THE  following  is  a  quotation  from  the  "Johnstown  Democrat,"  which 
tells  of  the  lively  interest  of  our  Johnstown  people  in  our  work: 

"It  was  another  delightful  picnic!  There  was  a  basket  lunch,  the  usual 
games,  though  they  were  cut  short  because  of  the  rain,  the  usual  musical 
program,  everything  one  would  expect  of  a  normal  outing — only  the  partici- 
pants therein  were  blind. 

"Fifty-six  persons,  the  blind  and  their  friends  attended  the  picnic  given 
by  the  Cambria  County  Branch  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the 
Blind,  Wednesday  afternoon  and  evening,  August  16,  at  the  Bethlehem 
Farm  near  the  airport  in  Lower  Yoder  Township. 

"The  grounds  where  the  outing  was  held  were  given  to  the  Association 
for  the  occasion  by  the  Bethlehem  Steel  Company.  Mrs.  David  Faux  and 
the  members  of  her  committee  solicited  food  for  the  basket  lunch  from 
various  persons  in  town.  Many  of  the  local  wholesale  houses  donated 
baskets. 

"The  picnickers  were  taken  out  to  the  picnic  grounds  in  cars  that  left 
from  the  Washington  Street  headquarters  of  the  Association.  Once  there, 
they  were  left  very  much  to  their  own  devices,  and  allowed  to  amuse  them- 
selves as  they  saw  fit.     No  formal  program  had  been  arranged. 

"Angeline  and  Guy  Raneri,  both  blind,  led  the  musical  part  of  the 
afternoon's  program.  Mrs.  Jessie  Ewing  gave  a  reading.  One  little  blind 
girl,  six  years  old,  endeared  herself  to  everyone  at  the  outing  by  her  gaiety 
and  friendly  ways.  She  and  three  others  entered  the  first  grade  of  the 
Johnstown  Public  School  (Braille  Class)  this  fall. 

"The  rain  prevented  the  playing  of  any  outdoor  games.  The  group  went 
to  the  home  of  Mrs.  David  Faux  where  they  spent  the  rest  of  the  afternoon 
and  evening.  There  they  played  cards,  bridge,  pinochle,  and  500.  Mrs. 
Leon  P.  Bennett  attended  the  affair  and  assisted  the  committee  in  charge 
in  every  way  possible. 

"Just  another  joyful  picnic!" 


10 NOVEMBER  1933 

NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY  BRANCH 

By  Anne  Vlachos,  Superintendent 

(Editor's  Note).  The  following  episode  is  a  "true  story"  and  "I.  P."  is 
now  an  interested  patron  of  work  for  the  blind. 

At  Dinner 

Important  Personage: — "So  you  work  for  the  blind.  Very  nice — but, 
er,  just  what  do  you  do?" 

Myself: — "Well,  sir,  I  .  .  .  .",  but  before  I  could  frame  my  answer 
(where  to  begin  anyway,  in  a  casual  in-between-bites  way)  the  I.  P.  inter- 
rupted: 

The  I.  P.: — "I  suppose  you  know — tell,  me  just  how  many  blind  folks 
are  there  in  Northampton  County?" 

Myself: — "Do  you  mean  totally  blind,  sir,  or  .  .  .  .".  Again  I  was  not 
permitted  to  end  my  sentence. 

The  I.  P.: — "I  mean  just  what  I  say.  How  many  absolutely  totally 
blind  folks  are  there  in  your  County?" 

Myself: — (Not  totally  sure)  "About 

The  I.  P.: — "About?  About?  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  you  do  not 
know  how  many  people  you  are  responsible  for?"  Fortunately  he  took  a 
nice  big  bite  of  lettuce,  and  I  knew  that  would  hold  him  a  few  moments. 

Myself: — "Of  course  I  know  that — just  one  hundred  and  fifty — but 
they  are  not .  .  .  ."    His  lettuce  had  deserted  me. 

The  I.  P. — "Now  let  me  tell  you  something.  I  can  walk  through  my 
plant,  just  as  that  great  and  wonderful  man  X  did,  and  call  everyone  of  my 
men  by  their  first  name.     I  .  .  .  ."    (More  lettuce.) 

Myself: — "So  can  I,  but  I  am  not  on  such  intimate  terms  with  all 
of  them." 

The  I.  P.: — "I  am  not  talking  about  that.  I  take  it  that  you  are  an 
executive.  (I  did  not  tell  him  that  I  was  case-worker,  secretary,  typist, 
buyer,  and  all  things  else  too).  Now  if  you  want  to  be  a  good  one,  you  must 
know  all  your  people  first  hand."     (Pie  now.) 

Myself: — "But  I  do — I  do,  sir.  I  would  like  to  tell  you  that  our  total 
number  of  blind  people  are  classified  in  totally  blind,  near-blind  .  .  .  .". 

The  I.  P.: — "Well,  all  right  then,  how  many  of  each  sub-division  have 
you  at  this  moment  in  the  County?" 

Myself: — "I'd  rather  talk  to  you  about  the  work  itself.  I  think  you'd 
be  more  interested." 

The  I.  P.: — "That's  the  trouble,  that's  just  the  trouble.  You  don't 
know  and  you  can't  be  a  good  executive."  (Did  he  but  know  my  inner 
trepidations!) 

My  Defender: — "I  can't  agree  with  you,  sir,  in  that  definition.  To 
my  mind,  a  good  executive  is  a  person  whose  horizon  is  wider  than  a  few 
figures  that  are,  as  I  take  it,  liable  to  change  from  day  to  day." 

The  I.  P.: — "And  I  take  it  that  you  have  never  been  an  executive." 

Myself: — "And  my  opinion  is  that  you  are  probably  both  right.  For 
a  certain  type  of  inquirer  I  should  know  just  how  many  of  this  and  that  and 
the  other  there  are  at  any  moment.  For  another  kind  of  interested  person 
I  would  offer  something  of  the  quality  and  purpose  of  our  work.  I  am  just 
sorry  that  I  can't  talk  two  languages  at  the  one  and  the  same  time." 

And  the  three  of  us  drank  our  coffee  in  silence. 
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NEWS  ITEMS 


BERKS  COUNTY  BRANCH 

READING  has  just  concluded  its  second  successful  Educational  Week 
for  the  Blind  put  on   under  local  auspices  in  conjunction  with   the 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind. 


BUTLER  COUNTY  BRANCH 

OWING  to  extreme  scarcity  of  funds  with  which  to  operate,  the  Butler 
County  Branch  has  been  forced  to  discontinue  the  active  services  of 
its  superintendent,  but  plans  are  under  way  for  resuming  activities  at  the 
earliest  possible  date. 


LACKAWANNA  COUNTY  BRANCH 

EVERYTHING  is  moving  smoothly  at  the  shops  in  Lackawanna  County. 
Our  one  regret  is  that  we  cannot  offer  employment  to  every  blind  man 
who  wants  to  work.  We  are  hoping  for  the  promised  "Better  Days"  when 
we  shall  be  able  to  do  so. 

THREE  cases  of  eye  trouble  are  showing  marked  improvement.  The 
high  spot  of  the  quarter  is  the  successful  operation  of  a  boy  in  his  teens. 
Born  blind  and  suffering  from  ill  health,  you  might  know  what  it  means  to 
him  now  to  have  had  his  sight  restored  and  to  be  taking  his  place  among 
seeing  people. 

LANCASTER  COUNTY  BRANCH 

THE  Lancaster  County  Branch  has  been  busy  this  quarter  organizing 
Councils  for  the  Blind  throughout  the  County.  The  purpose  of  such 
Councils  is  to  advance  the  general  welfare  of  those  who  do  not  see — co- 
operating in  every  way  with  the  aims  and  purposes  of  the  local  Branch 
Headquarters.  To  date  such  Councils  have  been  organized  in  Columbia, 
Elizabethtown,  Ephrata,  and  Manheim;  contacts  are  planned  in  many 
other  towns  in  this  locality. 

T  ANCASTER  County  held  an  N.  R.  A.  parade  on  October  16,  in  which 
■*— '  thirty  thousand  citizens  participated.  Our  Branch  had  a  float  in  the 
Welfare  Division,  depicting  the  various  occupations  in  which  the  blind  men 
and  women  of  the  County  are  employed.  Many  favorable  comments  have 
been  made.  A  decided  result  is  felt  through  the  telephone  calls  we  have 
received  either  for  chairs  to  be  repaired,  or  to  deliver  some  article  of  mer- 
chandise made  by  our  Branch. 


AMERICAN  HEADQUARTERS 

FOR 

CHINA  REEDS,  SPLIT  RATTAN,  SPLIT  BAMBOO 

BAHIA  FIBRE,  BASSINE,  AJAX  FIBRE 

AFRICAN  FIBRE 

Complete  stocks  for  quick  delivery 

RICE  FIBRE— 9",  14",  16",  18"  —no  waste— no  sorting— the 
best  substitute  for  Broom  Corn  the  World  produces — takes  the 
dye  very  readily. 

BROOM  HANDLES — Direct  shipments  from  our  Oconto  Mills, 
Hard  Rock  Maple  Mill  Run  Misses,  Parlors  and  Warehouse. 
Hard  Pine  Handles,  all  colors  and  grades,  for  shipment  from  our 
Amsterdam   Warehouses    along    with   TOYS,    BRUSH    RODS, 
BAMBOO  HANDLES,  etc. 

WRITE  TODAY  FOR  FULL  PARTICULARS 

GEORGE  H.  MAUS,  Inc. 

AMSTERDAM,  N.  Y. 


THE 
THOMAS  MONAHAN  CO. 

Broom  Corn 

ARCOLA,  ILLINOIS 
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MR.  FRANCIS  S.  GRAVES,  Superintendent  of  the  Lancaster  County 
Branch,  resigned  October  12,  and  Miss  E.  S.  Paine  has  been  named  as 
his  successor.  Miss  Paine  is  president  of  the  Civic  Club  of  Lancaster  and 
also  a  member  of  the  Business  Women's  Club. 

PHILADELPHIA  BRANCH 

DURING  the  past  summer,  articles  produced  in  our  Homework  Depart- 
ment were  on  sale  at  five  gift  shops  in  summer  resorts.  We  have  found 
this  more  effective  than  special  sales  in  hotels,  which  a  year  ago  proved  to 
be  expensive  and  time-consuming. 

ON  October  9,  Miss  Laura  Thayer,  a  student  at  the  Philadelphia  School 
of  Occupational  Therapy,  began  her  practice  period  with  the  Phila- 
delphia Branch.     . 

PITTSBURGH  BRANCH 

1X/TRS.  MARY  ETTA  KELLY-MEYERS,  who  has  been  in  charge  of 
L^X  the  Prevention  of  Blindness  Department  for  fourteen  years,  and  who 
is  chiefly  responsible  for  the  development  of  this  work,  under  the  committee 
of  which  Dr.  W.  W.  Blair  is  Chairman,  has  left  the  Association  to  become 
resident  nurse  at  the  Western  Pennsylvania  School  for  the  Blind.  Mrs. 
Meyers  leaves  many  friends  and  pleasant  memories  among  her  former 
associates  and  our  wishes  for  her  greatest  possible  success  go  with  her. 


M 


WILKES-BARRE  BRANCH 

R.  JACOB  BAUSCH'S  connection,  as  Superintendent  of  the  Wilkes- 
Barre  Branch  was  discontinued  October  7,  last. 


A  TRUE  "FERRY"  STORY 

By  Wesley  Stevens 

'  I  AHE  "Once  upon  a  time"  with  wmich  this  tale  must  begin  in  order  to 
-*-  conform  to  its  title,  adds  up  in  actual  calendar  figures  to  some  twenty 
years.  It  has  been  that  long  since  Jane  Ferry,  coming  to  us,  began  what 
has  developed  into  a  life  of  service  for  the  Pittsburgh  Branch.  During  that 
score  of  years  we  have  grown  in  size,  in  service,  and  in  efficiency.  In  mere 
floor  space,  for  instance,  we  have  at  least  doubled  our  area;  the  number  of 
blind  people  on  our  payroll  has  increased  to  more  than  five  times  what  it 
was  at  the  beginning  of  this  period.  From  only  tw^o  people,  our  orhce  force 
has  grown  to  sixteen,  wrhile  our  various  departments  have  multiplied  in 
number,  widened  in  scope,  and  acquired  much  training,  skill,  and  experi- 


WHITE  WOOD  PRODUCTS  CO. 

Main  Office 
BOGALUSA,  LOUISIANA 

• 

Oldest  and  largest  manufacturers  of 

PINE  BROOM  AND  MOP  HANDLES 

We  also  can  furnish  any  kind  of  Hardwood  Handles. 
We  can  make  them  special  sizes  and  shapes  for  your 
exact  requirements — Plain  and  Polished. 

Write  us  Write  now 

CHICAGO  SALES  OFFICE             PHILADELPHIA  SALES  OFFICE 
128  N.  WELLS  ST.                               6235  JEFFERSON  ST. 

E.  C.  JONES,  Vice  President                                               C.  B.  KEELER 

Basketry  Supplies 

Prime  Reed,  Bases,  Natural 

and  Colored  Raffia,  Chair 

Cane,    Rattan,    Fibres, 

everything   for    the 

Handicraft 

Worker. 

Established  1881 

• 

Specialize  in 
Split  Bamboo,  Split  Rat- 
tan, Reeds   and  Tuffibre. 

Have    served    the    Trade    for 
many    years    as    a    dependable 
source    of  supply.        Send    us 
your  inquiries. 

CHARLES  H. 
DEMAREST,INC. 

227  WATER  STREET 
NEW  YORK  CITY 

Importer ^'Manufacturers 

AMERICAN 
REEDCRAFT  CORP. 

130  BEEKMAN  STREET 
NEW  YORK  CITY 
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ence.  In  a  sense,  our  subject,  Jane,  typifies  this  progress,  for  she  and  her 
weaving  department  have  matched  our  advance,  paralleled  our  achieve- 
ments. 

Jane  had  been  graduated  from  the  Western  Pennsylvania  School  for  the 
Blind;  but  the  process  of  weaving,  as  there  had  never  been  any  demand  for 
it,  was  not  then  included  among  its  courses.  A  beginning  had  been  made 
in  weaving  at  the  Workshop,  but  only  a  beginning,  and  Jane  certainly  did 
not  suffer  from  too  much  instruction. 

"There  was  a  voluntary  worker  once",  she  will  tell  you,  "who  could  sit 
behind  a  desk  or  in  the  middle  of  the  floor,  as  though  teaching  a  class,  and 
talk  about  weaving  for  probably  half  a  day.  She  knew  everything  there 
was  to  know  about  it,  but  to  show  you  on  a  loom  how  things  are  done — she 
could  not." 

So  while  getting  the  theory  in  an  orthodox  manner,  she  had  to  learn 
the  practical  work  unaided,  by  investigation,  persistence,  and  experiment; 
while  proficiency  grew  with  practice.  There  were  also  further  difficulties 
incident  to  her  artisan  training— one  of  her  first  assignments  was  that  of 
"demonstrating"  at  the  Exposition.  Demonstrating,  in  the  language  of 
work  for  the  blind,  meaning  the  performance  in  public  by  blind  people  of 
their  every-day  work,  under  conditions  and  with  equipment  corresponding 
as  nearly  as  possible  to  those  in  the  Workshop,  in  the  blind  person's  home, 
or  wherever  such  work  is  usually  done.  This  is  often  a  nerve-racking  ordeal 
even  for  the  most  skilled  and  experienced ;  and  very  early  in  her  occupational 
life,  Jane  was  subject  to  eight  weeks  of  it.     Memories  still  haunt. 

"Every  night  of  those  eight  weeks,  I  cried  myself  to  sleep",  she  confesses. 
"I  think  everybody  in  the  world  was  at  that  exposition,  and  they  all  flocked 
to  my  booth.  Some  of  them  said  the  meanest  things  too.  One  of  the  boys 
from  School  was  working  with  me,  caning  chairs,  and  some  of  the  people 
said  it  was  a  pity  that  such  a  fine  looking  young  man  was  blind,  but  that 
of  course  it  did  not  make  any  difference  about  the  girl.  The  next  year  I  just 
laughed  at  them;  by  that  time  it  sounded  crazy  to  me." 

But  demonstrating  was  only  incidental.  Jane  preferred  her  regular 
work — plain  every  day  weaving.  With  her,  to  work  is  to  learn,  and  as  she 
learned,  she  taught;  in  fact,  teaching  became  one  of  her  most  important 
duties.  Many  a  blind  person  with  a  weaving  establishment  set  up  in  his 
home  town,  has  reason  to  be  grateful  for  her  patient,  thorough  instruction. 

There  came  a  time  when,  though  there  was  more  to  learn,  Jane  had  gone 
as  far  as  it  was  possible  for  her  to  go  alone.  There  was  a  need,  however, 
for  the  knowledge  she  did  not  possess.  It  was  at  this  point  that  she  bene- 
fitted by  the  Association's  policy  of  training  capable  blind  people  for  its 
own  and  their  advantage.  She  was  given,  and  gladly  accepted,  an  oppor- 
tunity to  take  a  course  in  pattern  rug  weaving  at  the  Margaret  Morrison 
School  of  Carnegie  Tech.  Mrs.  Johnson,  Jane's  prospective  teacher,  had 
never  before  taught  a  blind  pupil;  while  Jane  knew  only  the  methods 
of  those  accustomed  to  teaching  blind  people.  Long  after  both  teacher 
and  pupil  had  justified  themselves,  Mrs.  Johnson  confessed  to  having  lain 
awake  the  whole  night  before  Jane's  advent,  wondering  just  what  would 
happen  when  they  began  to  work  together.  Jane,  however,  was  entirely 
serene  on  that  score,  though  she  did  indulge  in  a  momentary  wonder  as  to 
whether  she  might  not  feel  "strange"  among  "all  those  people".  However, 
she  was  well  received  and  acquitted  herself  likewise. 


"Every  Home  a  Patron  of  Blind  Skill" 

5     145    Clubs    of   the   State  Federation    of  Pennsylvania  Women, 
brought  us  nearer  to  the  realization  of  this  slogan,  by  holding  sales 
of  blind-made  products  during  the  1932-33  Club  year. 

1     Information  on  conducting  these  sales  can  be  obtained  from  any 
Branch  of  the  Association. 

1    Will  your  club  help  make  this  year  100%  by  arranging  for  a  sale 
in  connection  with  your  program  ? 

Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind 

308  South  Craig  Street,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

BRANCHES 

Allentown                        Bethlehem                        Lancaster                          Reading 
Altoona                            Butler                                 Oil  City                            Scranton 
Beaver  Falls                     Harrisburg                        Philadelphia                    Wilkes-Barre 
Johnstown                        Pittsburgh 

Brush  Handles 

and 

Wood  Turnings 

We  manufacture   a  com- 
plete  line  of  Brush  Handles 
and   Wood   Turnings,    also 
Display  Fixtures,  Thermom- 
eter  Backs,    Bread   Boards, 
Nut    Bowls,    Toy   Building 
Blocks,  etc. 

Write  for  prices  and  cata- 
log showing  our  line. 

Holgate  Brothers  Co* 

Kane,  Pa. 

A.  E.  CRAIG 

CHARLESTON,  ILLINOIS 

Broom  Corn  Dealer 

In  Illinois  and  Western 
Broom    Corn    in    local 
and  car  load  lots. 

I  have  been  in  the  same 
business  at  the  same  old 
stand  for  over  twenty-five 
years. 
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"Everybody  was  very  good  to  me",  she  reports.  "Mrs.  Johnson  was 
lovely,  no  one  could  be  ljetter,  and  she's  a  wonderful  teacher.  The  other 
women  in  the  class,  too,  treated  me  just  like  one  of  themselves.  We  all 
talked,  of  course,  and  I  felt  perfectly  at  home;  only,  you  know,  once  in 
awhile  I  would  lose  my  place.  You  see,  when  the  other  women  would  talk 
to  one  another  about  their  maids,  their  husbands,  and  their  neighbors,  why 
I'd  be  so  interested  that  sometimes  I'd  lose  track  of  my  pattern.  Oh,  it  was 
fun  to  hear  some  of  it.  Why  if  I  could  write  and  was  mean  enough,  I  could 
run  a  column  like  this  fellow — what's  his  name? — Winchell." 

Jane's  education  in  pattern  rug  weaving,  domestic  infelicities,  and  neigh- 
borhood irregularities  continued  through  a  wrhole  semester.  She  was  the 
gainer  by  more  than  a  few  rug  patterns  and  the  knowledge  of  how  to  make 
them.  Our  Workshop  has  since  been  amply  able  to  take  care  of  all  the 
business  of  this  kind  it  receives,  and  perhaps  her  course  was  not  without 
inspirational  value  to  her  teacher  and  her  classmates. 

From  the  first  day  of  her  becoming  identified  with  our  Pittsburgh 
Workshop,  Jane  has  been  loyal  to  the  organization.  Loyalty  is  a  necessity 
of  her  nature,  as  much  so  as  efficiency  and  industry.  The  clock  is  not  a 
part  of  her  working  equipment,  and  she  is  too  busy  to  complain  or  meddle. 
She  is  a  justification  of  the  Association's  ideal  of  unselfishness,  of  perse- 
verance, of  a  genuine  enthusiasm  for  the  work  of  the  day,  and  she  is  not 
unappreciative  of  similar  qualities  in  others. 

We  almost  wish  we  might  claim  the  responsibility  for  having  developed 
her  numerous  good  qualities,  but  the  credit  for  them  probably  belongs  to 
her  mother.  If  we  have  been  able  to  provide  her  with  opportunities,  it  is 
our  good  fortune  and  our  duty;  and  by  her  sterling  worth,  her  fidelity,  her 
steadiness,  and  the  force  of  her  example,  she  has  amply  repaid  us. 


SIGHT-SAVING  CLASSES  IN  CHICAGO 

By  Dorothy  Hosford,  Eye-Medical  Social  Worker 

I  AHE  fact  that  the  meeting  of  the  National  Rehabilitation  Association 

-■-  was  held   in   Chicago,   and   the  courtesy  of  Mrs.    Marjory  Garretty, 

Supervisor  of  Sight-Saving  Classes  for  the  Board  of  Education  of  Chicago, 

made  it  possible  to  visit  some  of  the  sight-saving  classes  in  that  city  and  to 

learn  of  the  provision  that  is  made  for  the  visually  handicapped  child. 

Chicago  has  thirty-three  sight-saving  classes — twenty-eight  in  grade 
schools  and  five  in  high  schools.  These  classes  make  possible  the  education 
of  the  child  who  cannot  be  educated  in  the  regular  grade  because  of  visual 
handicap. 

Children  in  the  Chicago  Public  School  System,  who  come  under  the 
following  classifications,  are  considered  candidates  for  sight-saving  classes: 

1.  Those  having  a  visual  acuity  of  20/70  or  less  in  the  better  eye 
after  correction. 

2.  Those  having  a  progressive  eye  condition. 

3.  Those  having  four  or  more  diopters  of  myopia. 
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The  child  is  admitted  on  the  recommendation  of  an  ophthalmologist.  A 
record  is  kept  of  the  eye  condition  of  each  pupil,  which  includes  the  diagnosis; 
the  degree  of  vision,  with  and  without  correction  ;  the  amount  of  correction  ; 
the  ophthalmologist's  recommendation  for  treatment;  and  the  statement  as 
to  the  amount  of  eye  work  which  the  child  can  be  permitted  to  do.  Each 
teacher  has  the  record  of  the  children  in  her  class.  The  children  have  eye 
examinations  at  least  once  a  year,  thus  keeping  the  records  up  to  date. 

There  are  approximately  four  hundred  children  being  educated  in  the 
Chicago  sight-saving  classes.  In  the  grade  schools,  there  are  usually  twelve 
pupils  in  each  class  and  this  is  regarded  as  the  desirable  number;  in  the 
high  schools,  because  of  the  limited  number  of  classes,  it  is  necessary  to  have 
sixteen  pupils  in  an  attempt  to  meet  the  need.  The  standards  and  recom- 
mended equipment  for  the  classes  throughout  the  city  are  uniform.  Wher- 
ever possible,  a  unilaterally  lighted  room  has  been  chosen.  In  some  of  the 
older  schools  where  it  was  necessary  to  use  a  bilaterally  lighted  room,  the 
cross  light  has  been  blocked  out.  The  lighting  in  all  cases  meets  the  require- 
ments of  the  National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness,  even  though 
in  some  cases  it  has  meant  rewiring  the  room.  In  all  rooms  there  is  adequate 
lighting,  both  natural  and  artificial.  The  walls,  woodwork,  desk  tops,  and 
blackboards  are  all  dull  to  eliminate  glare;  the  walls  are  buff  colored;  and 
the  desks  are  adjustable  with  slanting  tops  and  are  placed  a  quarter  way 
round  in  order  that  the  light  may  fall  over  the  left  shoulder.  The  maps 
used  are  large  and  distinct,  the  boundaries  being  lined  with  black;  and  the 
globe,  if  there  is  one  in  the  room,  is  always  finished  dull.  In  every  room 
there  is  a  table  for  special  projects  and  a  typewriter  equipped  with  large 
type.  Beginning  with  the  fourth  grade,  the  children  are  taught  to  type- 
write as  a  means  of  eliminating  eye  strain.  As  in  all  sight-saving  classes, 
clear-type  books  are  used  and  all  writing  is  done  with  a  soft  drawing  pencil 
on  buff  colored,  unglazed  paper.  Manuscript  writing  is  taught  the  children, 
as  this  is  considered  more  satisfactory  for  them. 

None  of  the  sight-saving  classes  in  Chicago  are  segregated  classes.  The 
children  do  all  study  and  written  work  in  the  special  room,  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  sight-saving  class  teacher;  but  they  go  to  the  regular  grade  to 
recite. 

The  teachers  and  substitute  teachers  are  all  trained  for  sight-saving 
class  work.  Mrs.  Garretty,  formerly  a  sight-saving  class  teacher  in  Detroit, 
has  had  a  great  deal  of  experience  in  the  work.  Her  responsibility  is  the 
maintenance  of  the  sight-saving  class  standards  throughout  the  city. 

Although  the  Board  of  Education  in  Chicago  has  found  it  necessary  to 
inaugurate  a  program  of  the  strictest  economy  which  has  necessitated  the 
closing  of  junior  high  schools  and  the  removal  from  the  curricula  of  all  cook- 
ing, sewing,  and  manual  training  classes,  not  one  sight-saving  class  has  been 
discontinued.  This  is  partially  due  to  the  fact  that  the  State  of  Illinois  has 
appropriated  money  specifically  for  the  education  of  the  visually  handi- 
capped child  in  sight-saving  classes.  Another  factor,  however,  is  the 
recognition  of  the  need  for  this  special  provision  for  the  visually  handi- 
capped child. 

There  are  no  sight-saving  classes  in  Pittsburgh.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  how- 
ever, that  the  interest  of  the  Board  of  Education  in  the  handicapped  child 
will  result  in  such  special  provision  in  the  very  near  future. 
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LADY  SOPHIA  F.  CAMPBELL 

IT  IS  with  a  feeling  of  profound  sorrow  that  The  Seer  pays  its  tribute 
to  Lady  Sophia  Campbell  whose  lifetime  devotion  to  the  cause  of  the 
blind  is  a  constant  inspiration.  She  passed  away  quite  unexpectedly 
June  18,  at  Newtonville,  Massachusetts. 

Sophia  F.  Faulkner  was  born  eighty-four  years  ago  in  South  Acton, 
Massachusetts,  where  she  spent  her  girlhood  on  the  Faulkner  Homestead, 
the  deed  to  which  dates  back  to  1733.  After  graduating  from  Framingham 
Normal  School,  from  which  her  daughter  and  granddaughter  also  graduated, 
Miss  Faulkner  became  a  teacher  at  Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind  in  South 
Boston.  There  she  met  the  young  blind  musician  and  educator  who  was 
destined  later  to  become  a  world  figure  in  the  education  of  the  blind,  and 
whom  she  later  married.  This  event,  however,  did  not  take  place  until 
after  Mr.  F.  J.  Campbell  in  cooperation  with  the  late  Duke  of  Westminster 
and  the  late  Dr.  T.  R.  Armitage  established  the  Royal  Normal  College  and 
Academy  of  Music  for  the  Blind  in  London,  England,  in  1872. 

Miss  Faulkner  was  one  of  the  first  American  teachers  called  by  Mr. 
Campbell  to  help  him  in  the  task  he  had  set  for  himself — to  so  educate  and 
train  the  young  blind  that  they  could  become  independent,  self-sustaining 
members  of  society.  It  is  impossible  in  this  short  tribute  to  enumerate  the 
many  outstanding  features  of  the  work  of  this  devoted  couple,  who  labored 
early  and  late  not  only  to  forwrard  the  education  of  blind  youth  in  the  Royal 
Normal  College,  but  to  aid  the  cause  of  the  blind  generally,  and  their 
influence  has  been  felt  throughout  the  civilized  world.  King  Edward  in 
1908  recognized  the  contribution  this  blind  American  educator  had  made 
to  Great  Britain  by  conferring  knighthood  upon  him,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Campbell  became  Sir  Francis  and  Lady  Campbell. 

It  was  in  1912  that  Sir  Francis  celebrated  his  forty  years  of  service,  and 
he  and  Lady  Campbell,  who  had  served  as  Lady  Superintendent  all  those 
years,  retired.  They  still  lived  at  the  College  although  his  oldest  son, 
Guy  M.  Campbell,  became  Superintendent.  After  the  death  of  Sir  Francis 
in  1914,  just  a  month  before  the  opening  of  the  World  War,  Lady  Campbell 
returned  to  America  and  spent  five  years  with  her  son,  Charles  F.  F.  Camp- 
bell, then  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  where  she  made  a  host  of  friends.  She  then 
returned  to  Massachusetts  and  divided  her  time  between  her  girlhood  home 
at  South  Acton  and  Watertown.  She  kept  up  her  interest  in  the  blind  to 
the  last  and  was  a  frequent  visitor  and  guest  at  the  new  Perkins  Institution 
in  Watertown.  She  had  busied  herself  here  and  on  two  trips  to  England  in 
collecting  and  classifying  material  about  the  life  and  work  of  Sir  Francis,  and 
although  she  was  unable  to  write  his  life,  it  is  hoped  that  this  material  will 
not  be  lost  to  the  world. 

Lady  Campbell  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery  of  Acton,  Massachusetts, 
June  21,  beside  him  with  whose  name  hers  will  always  be  linked  as  long  as 
work  for  the  blind  exists,  and  for  whose  tomb  she  chose  this  epitaph: 
"His  life  work  wras  for  those  who  like  himself 

were  bereft  of  sight,  and  he  left  an  example 
of    noble    courage    and    untiring    zeal 

that  will  ever  be  an  inspiration  to  the  blind." 

The  world  is  richer  for  the  life  of  service  rendered  by  this  quiet  and  un- 
assuming woman. 


Frederick  £L  Cone  &  Co. 

INCORPORATED 

181  FRONT  STREET,  NEW  YORK,  U.  S.  A. 


BRISTLES  HORSEHAIR 

and  FIBRES 

ALL  KINDS  AND  COLORS 


Complete  Stocks  Always  Available 


Quotations,  Samples  and  Information  on  all  Brush  Materials 
furnished  on  request 


When  You  Need 

Bunch  Bags,  Handle  Cones, 
All  Over  Broom  Bags, 
Individual  Broom  Slips 

Write  us  for  samples  and  prices, 

WE  ARE  THE  LARGEST  producers  of  paper  broom 
bags.  We  specialize  on  the  needs  of  the  broom  manufac- 
turers. Our  equipment  enables  us  to  offer  you  the  best 
service  at  competitive  prices. 

AN  INQUIRY  will  be  appreciated. 

THE  KENNEDY  CAR  LINER  &  BAG  CO. 

SHELBYVILLE,  INDIANA 


THE  SEER 23 

N.  R.   A. 

THE  following  copy  of  a  letter  written  to  the  Executive  Director  of  the 
Community  Chests  and  Councils,  New  York  City,  by  Donald  R.  Rich- 
berg,  General  Counsel  of  the  National  Recovery  Administration, 
Washington,  D.  C,  will  be  of  interest  to  all  of  our  readers: — 

"Sir: 

"In  response  to  your  inquiry,  I  will  try  to  clarify  the  interpretation  of 
various  communications  which  have  emanated  from  the  National  Recovery 
Administration  regarding  the  application  of  the  National  Industrial  Re- 
covery Act  to  hospitals,  charitable,  or  social  welfare  organizations. 

"At  the  outset,  let  me  stress  that  the  President's  Reemployment  Agree- 
ment is  a  voluntary  measure  and  may  be  signed  by  any  one  who  desires  to 
sign  it,  including  hospitals,  charitable,  or  social  welfare  organizations. 

"So  far  as  permanent  codes  are  concerned,  it  is  not  expected  that  codes 
will  cover  hospitals,  charitable,  or  social  welfare  organizations  in  general,  as 
they  are  not  engaged  in  trade  or  industry.  There  is  nothing  to  prevent  any 
of  these  organizations  from  signing  the  President's  Reemployment  Agree- 
ment and  conforming  to  its  provisions.  This  does  not  mean,  however,  that 
subject  to  the  following  paragraph,  they  are  under  any  compulsion  to  do  so, 
other  than  that  resulting  from  a  desire  to  cooperate  wherever  appropriate 
and  so  far  as  possible  with  a  general  program  of  reemployment  at  shorter 
hours  and  higher  wages. 

"Whenever  hospitals  or  social  welfare  organizations,  even  if  not  organ- 
ized for  profit,  actually  engage  in  a  trade  or  industry,  they  should  sign  the 
President's  Reemployment  Agreement,  and  they  may  come  within  the  terms 
of  permanent  codes. 

"There  is  a  procedure  set  up  by  which  individual  institutions  that  would 
incur  unavoidable  hardship  may  sign  the  President's  Reemployment  Agree- 
ment and  obtain  the  Blue  Eagle  with  the  white  stripe  by  conforming  to 
procedure  prescribed." 


A  THOUGHT 

OERHAPS  human  nature  meets  few  more  sweetly  relishing  and  cleaning 
-*■  joys  than  those  that  derive  from  successful  trials. — Glanville. 
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THE  SEER 


Liborio  Delfino 


THIS  issue  of  The  Seer  is  dedicated  to  Liborio 
Delfino,  pioneer  Field  Worker  for  the  Blind  of 
three  States,  friend  and  advisor  of  countless  blind 
people.     (See  page  16). 


"Every  Home  a  Patron 

of  Blind  Skill" 

145  Clubs  of  the  State  Federation  of  Pennsylvania 
Women,  brought  us  nearer  to  the  realization  of  this  slogan, 
by  holding  sales  of  blind-made  products  during  the  1932-33 
Club  year. 

Information  on  conducting  these  sales  can  be  obtained 
from  any  Branch  of  the  Association. 

Will  your  club  help  make  this  year  100%  by  arranging 
for  a  sale  in  connection  with  your  program? 


•♦• 
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WHAT  THE  SEER  SEES 

'  I  ahe  Seer  notes  with  deep  concern  the  passing  of  Mr.  Herbert  H.  White, 
*•  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  Trustee  and  Treasurer,  from  its  incorporation,  of 
the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind.  As  a  fellow  Trustee,  the  Editor 
is  grateful  for  the  privilege  of  publishing  here  the  Resolution  passed  by 
the  Executive  Committee  of  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  in 
memory  of  Mr.  White's  valuable  and  esteemed  services: 

"It  is  with  the  deepest  regret  and  sorrow  that  we  have  to  record 
the  death  on  January  sixth,  nineteen  hundred  and  thirty-four  of 
Herbert  H.  White,  Treasurer  and  Trustee  of  this  organization  since 
its  inception. 

"For  forty  years  Mr.  White  labored  assiduously  in  behalf  of  the 
blind  of  the  United  States,  showing  his  devotion  to  the  cause  of  the 
blind  by  his  continued  sympathetic  interest  and  active  participation 
in  all  work  appertaining  to  their  welfare,  and  giving  unstintingly  of 
his  time,  sound  counsel  and  support. 

"To  the  members  of  his  family  we  extend  our  deepest  sympathy 
with  the  hope  that  the  knowledge  of  the  esteem  in  which  he  was  held 
and  the  memory  of  his  worthy  life  may  prove  of  lasting  comfort  to 
them." 


TN  this  same  connection,  The  Seer  pays  tribute  to  the  long  years  of 
-*-  service  as  Treasurer  and  Director  of  the  Association's  Lackawanna 
Branch,  given  by  Mr.  R.  Malcolm  Goldsmith,  of  Scranton,  Pa.  The  Seer 
notes  further  with  sincere  regret,  the  passing  of  Dr.  Wilfred  B.  Race, 
Superintendent  of  the  Ontario  School  for  the  Blind,  Brantford,  Ontario, 
Canada. 


FEBRUARY,  1934 


A  FTER  twenty-eight  years,  as  Secretary  of  the  Pennsylvania  Home 
■*  *■  Teaching  Society,  Mrs.  Isabel  W.  Kennedy  has  tendered  her  resigna- 
tion, and  her  place  was  rilled  January  1,  1934,  by  Miss  Ruth  F.  Sargent, 
who  is  also  doing  duty  as  Superintendent  of  the  Association's  Philadelphia 
Branch. 


'  I  ^he  Seer  sees,  looming  above  a  multitude  of  less  important  things, 
-■-  the  passage  on  November  7,  last,  by  an  overwhelming  vote,  of  the 
so-called  Pennsylvania  Blind-Relief  Amendment.  At  the  special  session 
of  the  Legislature,  during  November  and  December,  1933,  a  very  con- 
structive pension  law  was  passed  to  carry  into  effect  the  purpose  of  this 
Amendment.  The  Bill,  as  finally  passed  by  the  Legislature  and  signed 
by  the  Governor,  is  given  on  Page  23.  In  drafting  this  Law,  advantage 
was  taken  of  the  very  best  legislation  already  existing  in  other  States,  and 
in  some  respects  it  is  the  latest  word  in  Pension  Legislation  for  the  Blind. 
The  fact  that  it  is  to  be  administered  along  with  Old  Age  Pensions  by  the 
Mother's  Assistance  Fund  of  Pennsylvania  seems  both  logical  and  economic. 
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FLIGHT 

Minnie  E.  Hicks 

The  timid  eaglet  in  his  eyrie  high, 

Unknowing  his  own  strength,  clings  helpless  there, 
Till,  tearing  down  the  nest  she  built  with  care, 

The  mother  thrusts  him  forth  into  the  sky, 

Then  flutters  near  to  help  with  cheering  cry. 

And  when,  in  fear,  the  fledgling  will  not  dare 
A  longer  flight,  she  quickly  drops  to  bear 

His  sinking  weight;  and  thus  he  learns  to  fly. 

So  oft  the  soul,  within  a  narrow  sphere, 

Afraid  and  doubting,  shrinks  from  duty's  call, 
Till  God  tears  down  the  nest  to  which  it  clings 

And  sends  it  trembling  forth;  but  hovers  near 
To  bear  it  up  in  love  when  it  would  fall : 
And  thus,  at  last,  through  faith  it  finds  its  wings. 
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NON-BRANCH  AREAS 

By  Mrs.  L.  J.  Johnson,  Field  Worker 

A  S  THE  Association's  Field  Worker  in  areas  where  there  is  no  organized 
*■  *■  work  for  the  blind,  I  have  been  able  during  the  last  six  months  of  1933 
to  make  a  small  beginning.  A  list  of  blind  people  was  furnished  by  the 
State  Council  for  the  Blind.  These  persons  are  visited  and  instructions  in 
reading  and  handiwork  are  given  to  those  who  desire  it.  Persons  whose 
sight  may  be  improved  with  proper  care  are  referred  to  the  Conservation 
of  Vision  Supervisor  of  the  State  Council  for  the  Blind.  It  is  surprising  to 
note,  as  each  new  worker  goes  into  a  community,  how  many  blind  persons 
are  discovered  who  are  not  already  known  to  some  organization.  It  is  true 
that  most  of  these  are  elderly  people,  yet  if  they  can  only  be  helped  to  help 
themselves,  something  worthwhile  has  been  accomplished.  Often  it  is  just 
the  friendly  touch,  which  costs  so  little  and  means  so  much,  that  can  be 
given  these  elderly  people. 

This  work  has  been  carried  on  in  Lebanon  and  Cumberland  Counties 
since  the  last  week  in  July,  1933.  Many  have  been  visited,  several  have 
been  added  to  the  list,  and  fifteen  are  under  instruction  in  reading  and 
handiwork.  No  regular  work  has  been  done  for  the  blind  of  Cumberland 
County;  hence  they  are  unusually  grateful  to  the  Field  Worker  for  whatever 
she  is  able  to  do  on  their  behalf. 

In  Lebanon  County  the  Lions  Club  has,  for  some  time  past,  kept  in 
touch  with  their  blind  through  a  visiting  nurse,  who  is  also  doing  a  good 
piece  of  prevention  work.  Children  and  adults  with  serious  eye  troubles 
are  taken  to  an  eye  specialist,  who  prescribes  for  them  in  accordance  with 
their  specific  needs.  If  the  necessary  treatment  is  such  as  cannot  be  ad- 
vantageously given  in  the  local  community,  the  nurse  arranges  to  have 
the  case  handled  by  some  Philadelphia  hospital.  "Who  stands  the  expense 
of  this?"  you  ask.  "Where  does  the  money  come  from?"  The  Lebanon 
Lions  Club  bears  the  expense.  Their  money  is  obtained  by  a  series  of  card 
parties  through  the  winter,  and  one  tag  day  a  year.  At  Christmas,  each 
blind  person  receives  a  gift — candy,  handkerchiefs,  or  tobacco  taken  directly 
to  them  by  members  of  the  Club.  The  Lebanon  Lions  Club  works  for  the 
blind  people  in  their  midst. 

There  are  four  children  being  visited  by  the  Field  Worker,  three  of 
whom  are  under  four  years  of  age.  The  mother  is  guided  in  rearing  these 
children  as  normal  boys  and  girls.  One  young  girl  of  twelve  is  attending 
public  school.  Since  she  lost  so  much  time  on  account  of  her  blindness, 
the  worker  is  coaching  her  in  her  grade  work  to  make  up  some  of  this  lost 
time.  She  not  only  has  learned  to  knit,  but  has  taught  her  two  sighted 
sisters  to  do  so.  A  blind  person,  especially  a  child,  is  always  glad  to  be 
able  to  teach  something  to  some  one  else.  Sharing  what  she  knows,  not 
only  improves  her  knowledge,  but  gives  her  an  unselfish  spirit. 

As  most  of  our  blind  people  need  money,  we  hope  the  problem  of  their 
employment  may  soon  be  materially  improved.  Meanwhile,  however,  the 
majority  of  the  pupils  are  urged  to  learn  to  read  by  touch,  which  is  a  great 
source  of  comfort  and  entertainment  to  them. 
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BEAVER  COUNTY  BRANCH 

By  Adelaide  Sullivan,  Superintendent 

AT  the  general  election  in  November,  1933,  one  of  our  local  blind  men 
L  was  elected  Alderman  of  the  First  Ward  in  Beaver  Falls.  Mr.  Wil- 
kofsky  has  only  been  blind  for  the  past  six  years  and  is  now  beginning  to 
show  some  new  interest  in  life  since  his  election  to  office. 

THE  new  method  of  selling  our  blind-made  articles,  namely,  "Telephone 
Selling,"  is  proving  to  be  very  successful  in  Beaver  County.  It  not 
only  is  helping  the  two  men  who  are  doing  this  work,  but  is  helping  the 
other  blind  people  who  manufacture  these  articles. 

AT  the  last  quarterly  meeting  of  our  Branch,  a  new  member  was  added 
A  to  our  Board  of  Directors,  Mr.  John  Senior.  Mr.  Senior  has  already 
proven  himself  to  be  of  value  to  our  Branch.  He  is  untiring  in  his  efforts 
to  do  anything  he  is  called  upon  to  do  for  the  benefit  of  the  Branch  and 
the  blind  in  Beaver  County. 

REV.  HUGH  S.  CLARK,  Assistant  Rector,  Calvary  Episcopal  Church, 
Pittsburgh,  addressed  the  Beaver  Falls  Woman's  Club  at  one  of  their 
meetings  held  in  the  Ballroom  of  the  General  Brodhead  Hotel,  Beaver  Falls, 
Pa.  Mr.  Clark  gave  a  most  entertaining  and  instructive  talk  on  the  Seeing 
Eye,  and  emphasized  the  advantages  to  a  blind  person  owning  a  Seeing 
Eye  Dog.  The  Woman's  Club  was  more  than  interested,  and  now  there 
is  a  "secret"  in  the  Club  regarding  the  possibility  of  purchasing  a  dog  for 
a  blind  person.  I  feel  that  it  will  come  to  light  sometime  in  March;  so 
watch  for  the  next  issue  of  The  Seer,  and  we  will  tell  you  all  about  the 
outcome  of  this  "secret." 

BERKS  COUNTY  BRANCH 

By  Mrs.  Earl  W.  Keller 

IN  spite  of  the  tremendous  financial  inconvenience  caused  by  the  closing 
of  our  Reading  Banks  last  February,  in  which  all  funds  for  the  year 
were  frozen,  we  have,  at  least,  been  able  to  keep  "our  ship"  afloat.  All 
Branch  activities  have  been  carried  on  in  a  very  small  way,  and  considerable 
effort  has  been  necessary  to  maintain  our  existence. 

For  two  months  the  doors  had  been  practically  closed.  In  June,  the 
Community  Chest  very  graciously  came  to  our  rescue  by  granting  a  small 
fund  to  carry  us  over  a  period  of  six  months,  providing  the  Branch  could 
be  maintained  on  this  allowance.  This  offer  was  accepted  and  was  con- 
sidered a  real  privilege,  for  though  our  Branch  had  been  accepted  for 
membership  into  the  Community  Chest,  it  was  not  eligible  to  receive 
monitary  benefits  until  December  1,  1933. 

The  problem  of  securing  adequate,  inexpensive  housing  quarters  was 
our  next  consideration.  The  Superintendent  succeeded  in  finding  a  con- 
venient house,  part  of  which  was  offered  the  Branch  for  temporary  head- 
quarters. The  arrangement  has  proven  satisfactory,  but  just  as  soon  as 
conditions  will  permit,  a  more  central  location  will  again  be  secured. 
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Reading's  second  successful  Educational  Week  for  the  Blind  came  as 
a  real  stimulus  to  a  somewhat  exhausted  work.  Since  this  event,  we  have 
experienced  a  keener,  more  genuine,  and  more  intelligent  interest  than  ever 
before.  It  is  our  hope  that  during  the  coming  year,  the  Berks  County 
Branch  may  be  in  a  position  to  render  a  greater  service  to  its  people. 

AUXILIARY  TO  THE  DAUPHIN  COUNTY  BRANCH 

By  Mrs.  C.  R.  Phillips,  President 

THE  Auxiliary  to  the  Dauphin  County  Branch  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Association  for  the  Blind  is  splendidly  organized  with  fifteen  denomina- 
tions and  seventy-six  churches  represented  in  its  membership.  Each  de- 
nomination has  a  Key  Woman  and  each  church  has  two  chairmen  whose 
function  it  is  to  carry  on  the  work  in  their  particular  churches. 

The  object  of  this  Auxiliary,  as  stated  in  the  Constitution,  is  to  aid  the 
Association  for  the  Blind,  to  provide  recreation  for  the  blind,  to  give  relief 
to  the  blind  in  cases  of  emergency,  and  to  sponsor  an  Educational  Week  for 
the  Blind. 

The  only  sources  of  income  are  membership  dues  and  voluntary  contri- 
butions. 

Meetings  are  held  regularly  in  various  churches  which  are  secured  by 
the  hostess  chairman.  Delightful  programs  of  music  and  readings  are  ar- 
ranged by  the  program  chairman  and  since  the  present  incumbent  is  a 
musician  and  an  active  member  of  the  Wednesday  Club,  she  is  able  thus  to 
obtain  the  best  musicians  of  the  city.  Transportation  for  all  meetings, 
parties,  and  picnics  is  taken  care  of  by  a  motor  service  chairman. 

Executive  meetings  are  called  by  the  President  at  stated  times  and  the 
attendance  is  always  most  gratifying.  Keen  interest  is  evidenced  in  all 
business  of  the  Auxiliary. 

A  picnic  in  June  and  a  Christmas  Party  in  season  are  regular  annual 
events.  The  attendance  is  large  because  blind  guests  are  privileged  to  bring 
their  families  and  relatives.  These  events  are  greatly  enjoyed,  and  include 
dinners,  luncheons,  gifts,  games,  candy,  and  entertainment. 

Harrisburg's  Third  Educational  Week  for  the  Blind  was,  for  economic 
reasons  and  upon  the  suggestion  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Association  for  the 
Blind,  postponed  until  December  1934.  The  Auxiliary  sponsored  two  very 
successful  sales  and  exhibits  of  the  handicraft  of  the  blind.  In  September 
a  ten  day  sale  was  conducted  in  Pomeroy's  Department  Store  with  blind 
workers  demonstrating  their  skill.  For  two  weeks  prior  to  Christmas 
another  sale  was  conducted  in  a  large  empty  storeroom  in  the  down-town 
business  district.  This  room  was  donated  for  the  purpose  and  the  various 
church  groups  each  served  one  day.  A  friendly  rivalry  between  the  working 
groups  and  their  friends  resulted  in  unexpectedly  large  returns.  The  honor 
of  the  biggest  single  day's  returns  this  time  went  to  the  Episcopalians,  who 
netted  $50.00. 

No  request  for  eye-glasses  is  neglected.  If,  after  thorough  investiga- 
tion, the  Superintendent  of  the  Association  recommends  them,  that  is 
sufficient  for  the  Auxiliary.  At  Christmas  time  some  very  substantial  gifts 
of  cash  were  given  where  they  were  needed. 
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This  unique  inter-denominational  organization  with  a  membership  of 
376,  and  a  goal  of  1,200,  gives  a  rare  opportunity  for  united  service.  It 
makes  one  realize  the  joy  of  working  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  women  of 
every  creed  and  church,  the  happiness  of  the  sure  knowledge  that  all  are 
traveling  in  the  same  direction,  striving  for  the  same  ideals,  seeking  the 
same  goal, — all  endeavoring  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  the  Master  and  to 
heed  His  commands.  The  text  for  all  is  the  same,  ' 'Inasmuch  as  ye  have 
done  it  unto  the  least  of  these,  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  Me." 
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PHILADELPHIA  BRANCH 

By  Ruth  F.  Sargent,  Superintendent 

INTERESTED  women  from  church  and  club  groups  in  Philadelphia  are 
working  with  the  organizations  for  the  blind  in  conducting  Philadelphia's 
Seventh  Educational  Week  for  the  Blind  to  be  held  the  week  of  March  5, 
in  the  Auditorium  of  Gimbel  Brothers  Store. 

Mr.  Ellis  A.  Gimbel,  our  Honorary  Chairman,  is  interested  in  making 
this  year's  Educational  Week  better  than  last  year's.  The  Executive  Com- 
mittee, Mr.  Gimbel  has  working  with  him,  consists  of  Rev.  G.  H.  Bechtold, 
Chairman,  Mr.  Robert  Biddle,  Treasurer,  Mrs.  O.  B.  Quinto,  Recording 
Secretary,  Miss  Ruth  F.  Sargent,  Corresponding  Secretary,  Mrs.  H.  S. 
Wieder,  Dr.  O.  H.  Burritt,  and  Mr.  John  H.  Meader. 
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LACKAWANNA  COUNTY  BRANCH 

By  Peter  Stipp,  Superintendent 

THE  Lackawanna  County  Branch  lost  one  of  its  best  friends  in  the 
passing  of  Mr.  R.  M.  Goldsmith,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Board  and 
served  as  Treasurer  since  the  inception  of  the  Branch  about  fifteen  years 
ago.  His  friendly  manner,  broad  smile,  and  faithful  service  will  be  missed 
by  all  who  came  in  contact  with  him. 

WE  have  three  cases  listed  for  eye  operations  which  will  be  taken  care 
of  as  soon  as  the  opportune  time  arrives,  and  it  is  our  sincere  wish  that 
these  people  will  have  their  sight  restored. 

ALL  those  registered  with  the  Branch  were  remembered  at  Christmas 
.  time  by  the  Scran  ton  Lions  Club  in  the  form  of  a  greeting  card,  and 
the  more  needy  cases  were  taken  care  of  with  food  and  clothing. 
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NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY  BRANCH 
HAPPY  OLD  YEAR! 

By  Anne  Vlachos,  Superintendent 

WE  can't  help  it,  even  though  every  man  in  the  street  is  rooting  for 
the  New!  The  year  just  closed  has  been  a  happy  one — and  we  are 
saying  it.  It  has  meant  renewal  of  interest,  progress,  expansion,  enjoy- 
ment, education,  play,  money  and  strength. 

If  you  will  promise  not  to  let  the  words  "blowing  your  own  horn"  creep 
into  your  comradely  mind,  we  will  tell  you  why  we  are  patting  the  Good 
Old  Year  on  the  back. 

First  of  all,  we  made  friends — a  lot  of  new  ones.  Then  we  moved  into 
a  new  office,  giving  us  more  space,  better  light  and  air — and  the  rent  costs 
us  less.  New  members  were  added  to  our  Board  of  Directors — one  represent- 
ing the  rural  schools  and  their  eye  problems,  another  bringing  us  the  full 
significance  of  mental  health  and  its  application  to  the  problems  of  our 
people;  and  the  third  giving  us  the  interest  and  strength  of  youth,  sincerity 
in  the  sharing  of  community  problems,  and  the  best  of  social  connections. 
At  our  Annual  Meeting  in  January  (wThich  cannot  be  reported  now  since 
it  has  not  yet  been  lived  through)  we  hope  to  add  still  others — several 
staunch  and  reliable  Lions,  several  wide-awake,  spirited  and  highly  accom- 
plished members  of  Junior  Woman's  Clubs,  and  perhaps  one  or  two  profes- 
sional men.     In  any  event,  our  Board  is  our  first  pride — and  justly  so! 

In  order  to  ease  the  office  work  of  the  Branch  Superintendent,  we 
invited  one  of  our  totally  blind  men  to  try  his  hand  at  the  dictaphone, 
which  was  loaned  to  us  by  the  Bethlehem  Steel  Company  (and  are  we 
thankful?).  He  not  only  tried,  but  he  took  hold  of  the  job  as  though  it 
had  been  his  in  the  days  of  Overbrook;  and  in  the  summer  he  taught  another 
young  man  the  use  of  the  machine. 

Leaving  a  strenuous  spring  behind  us,  Mrs.  Wolverton,  one  of  our 
Board  members,  decided  it  would  be  fun  to  have  a  picnic.  One  of  our  well- 
to-do  friends  offered  us  the  use  of  his  ground,  open  fireplace,  and  all  (for 
the  hot  doggies!) — the  Lions  came  roaring  around  with  gifts,  automobiles, 
and  their  beaming  wives,  members  of  the  Board  stretched  every  nerve  (and 
pocketbook,  too,  incidentally)  to  provide  delicious  and  plentiful  food  and 
drink  (nothing  really  exciting,  you  know),  young  and  charming  members  of 
Junior  Woman's  Clubs  ruined  their  pretty  gowns  in  their  anxiety  to  make 
the  doggies  brown  just  right  in  the  hot  sizzling  pan,  lovely  and  capable 
matrons  presided  here,  there  and  everywhere,  games  were  played  and  songs 
sung  by  old  and  young — and  there  was  a  friendly  arm  to  guide  each  of  the 
forty  blind  folks  through  the  exquisite  flower  gardens  of  our  host  and  hostess. 
HAPPY  OLD  YEAR!  we  say. 

With  the  coming  of  the  fall,  we  were  told  by  Mr.  Sinclair,  our  esteemed 
Director  of  the  State  Council  for  the  Blind,  about  the  Blind  Players  Club, 
Inc.,  with  its  headquarters  in  Brooklyn  and  SufTern,  N.  Y.  This  marvelous 
group  of  young  women  said  to  us,  "We  will  come  to  your  County  and  give 
you  some  good  shows;  profits  fifty-fifty."  We  inquired  here  and  there  as 
to  the  opinions  created  by  the  Club  in  the  communities  where  they  had 
given  performances.     "You  will  be  astounded  and  delighted,"  wrote  some 
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one  in  whom  we  have  great  confidence.  So — we  threw  out  the  lines,  and 
four  of  our  communities  bit.  Bangor,  Bethlehem,  Nazareth  and  Easton 
went  at  the  preparations  tooth  and  nail.  As  usual,  the  Lions  were  there 
with  the  goods  (ask  any  one  in  Nazareth).  In  the  other  three  cities,  the 
Junior  Woman's  Clubs  took  complete  charge,  with  the  Lions  booming  along. 
The  Branch  Superintendent  says  that  never  in  her  long  years  of  contact 
with  community  enterprises  has  she  seen  such  fervor,  such  courage  and 
such  indomitable  determination  to  make  the  project  a  success.  Well — 
HAPPY  OLD  YEAR  to  them  and  to  the  Blind  Players  Club !  The  plays 
themselves  were  "astounding",  the  Players  a  delightful  group  indeed,  and 
the  Misses  Griswold,  who  have  trained  the  Players,  surely  deserve  all  the 
admiration  and  praise  that  we  can  bestow  on  fellow  mortals.  The  plays 
went  off  with  several  bangs,  and  the  profits  were  ever  so  nice.  The  Branch 
Superintendent  says  to  any  one  in  Pennsylvania  that  she  will  be  glad  to 
give  to  any  interested  person  the  details  of  the  organizing  that  went  into 
the  whole  program.  She  also  says,  "Don't  be  afraid  of  the  *B.  B.  W.'  of 
doubt  as  to  satisfactory  results."  Quite  aside  from  the  artistic,  recreational, 
and  monetary  benefits  of  the  plays,  the  communities  were  given  new  evi- 
dence of  the  power  of  cooperation,  intelligent  effort  and  first-class  per- 
formance by  the  blind. 

It  seemed  wise  to  hold  sales  of  blind-made  goods  on  the  same  evenings 
for  which  the  plays  were  scheduled.  In  Easton  the  Junior  Woman's  Club 
managed  the  affair,  preceding  and  following  the  plays.  Nazareth's  Woman's 
Club  took  hold  of  things  there,  while  in  Bethlehem  Mrs.  Francis  Dykes 
took  the  reins  in  her  capable  hands,  appointed  her  forceful  committee — and 
DID  THINGS  HUM!  The  display  of  goods  was  lovely— fine  basketry 
and  rugs  from  Berks  County;  Scottie  dogs  from  Dauphin  County;  basketry 
from  Lehigh  County;  toys  and  all  things  beautiful  from  Philadelphia  Branch; 
hosts  of  useful  articles  from  Pittsburgh;  and,  Northampton  County  Branch 
itself  came  along  with  dressed  dolls,  stuffed  animal  toys,  basketry,  baby 
things,  children's  caps,  belts,  crocheted  rugs,  moisture  proof  cushions,  two 
beautifully  knitted  large  afghans,  to  say  nothing  of  two  most  attractive 
block  quilts,  and  the  usual  consignment  of  tea  towels.  Happy  Old  Year 
for  the  Northampton  County  workers,  and  here's  hoping  for  still  better 
things  in  the  New! 

The  story  thus  far  may  give  the  reader  an  idea  that  we  use  large  gestures 
only  in  our  corner  of  the  Commonwealth — that  we  do  things  en  masse. 
Perhaps  the  following  will  give  the  picture  better  balance :  There  were  eye 
examinations  for  48;  thorough  health  examinations  for  32;  psychiatric 
examinations  for  17;  occupational  opportunities  given  to  28;  higher  educa- 
tion made  possible  for  1;  special  training  for  salesmanship  secured  for  1; 
and  3  children  were  entered  in  Overbrook  and  1  in  the  Royer-Greaves 
School,  while  three  more  are  awaiting  admission  to  these  schools.  Of 
course,  these  services  have  meant  individual  care  and  treatment,  and  it  is 
in  this  direction  that  we  do  try  to  move  forward,  for  we  believe  that  the  work 
in  the  County,  as  a  whole,  can  be  no  stronger  than  the  results  obtained  for 
each  individual  case.  Those  of  our  readers  who  do  know  casework,  also 
know  how  much  unclassifiable  effort  goes  into  every  attempt  at  betterment. 

One  hundred  per  cent,  capacity  appreciation  and  gratitude  flow  con- 
stantly from  Northampton  County  to  Pittsburgh  and  Harrisburg — to  our 
own  Mr.  Latimer  and  his  able  staff;  to  Mr.  Sinclair,  always  ready  to  guide 
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and  help  us  in  our  plans,  and  making  available  to  us  the  opportunities 
extended  by  the  State  and  Federal  Governments;  to  Miss  Elizabeth  L. 
Hutchinson  who  came  several  times  to  us  to  help  in  the  organizing  of  an 
industrial  group,  and  who  has  given  sound  advice  in  helping  us  make  the 
Northampton  blind-made  goods  saleable;  to  Miss  Evelyn  Carpenter  who 
helped  in  bringing  prevention  cases  to  a  focus;  and,  to  that  great  army  of 
individual  friends  already  mentioned,  i.  e.,  the  Lions,  Junior  Woman's 
Clubs,  and  those  others  in  the  various  communities  who  ever  bear  in  their 
hearts  the  well-being  of  the  blind.  HAPPY  OLD  YEAR  because  of  them 
—and  HAPPIER  NEW  YEAR  to  all  of  them! 

You  may  not  believe  it,  but  we  should  like  to  keep  right  on  talking  with 
you  (our  P.  A.  B.  Family)  about  the  things  we  do  and  those  we  should  so 
much  like  to  do.    Why  not  have  a  page  for  an  "Open  Forum"  in  The  Seer? 

Time  to  stop,  or  we  may  never  again  be  asked  to  say  anything  at  all. 
We  hope  that  your  Old  Year  has  been  as  happy  a  one  as  ours — and  that  all 
our  New  Years  may  exceed  our  fondest  expectations. 

(T*0 


VENANGO  COUNTY  BRANCH 

By  Annabel  A.  Carter,  Superintendent 

THE  fourth  annual  Christmas  Party  for  the  blind  of  the  city  and  vicinity, 
sponsored  by  the  Oil  City  Federation  of  Woman's  Clubs  and  Allied 
organizations  held  at  the  Club  House,  was  even  more  enjoyable  than  those 
of  previous  years.    This  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  those  attending. 

Sixty-seven  persons  wTere  present,  including  seventeen  of  the  blind  guests 
and  their  guides.  A  delightful  program  was  presented  with  a  number  of  the 
guests  participating. 

Mrs.  B.  B.  Weber,  President,  was  in  charge  of  the  meeting,  which  opened 
with  the  singing  of  "Pennsylvania,"  the  pledge  to  the  flag,  and  the  invoca- 
tion given  by  Mrs.  A.  W.  Goodwin. 

During  the  luncheon,  served  at  tables  prettily  decorated  in  red  and  green 
appropriate  to  the  holiday  season,  Mr.  E.  C.  Ramsey  of  Titusville,  who  spent 
many  years  abroad  in  the  employ  of  a  news  feature  service,  gave  one  of  his 
interesting  talks  on  the  real  conditions  in  Russia. 

Several  Christmas  carols  were  sung  previous  to  an  interesting  program 
arranged  by  Mrs.  A.  B.  Jobson  of  the  Federation  of  Woman's  Clubs,  and 
Miss  Annabel  Carter,  Superintendent  of  the  Venango  County  Branch  of  the 
Association  for  the  Blind.  The  program  included  vocal  and  instrumental 
selections  by  members  of  the  Federation  and  by  their  blind  guests. 

Each  blind  person  was  then  presented  with  a  box  of  candy,  given  through 
the  courtesy  of  the  Federation  and  the  Oil  City  Lions  Club ;  and,  as  a  Christ- 
mas gift  to  our  Branch  of  the  Association,  Mrs.  B.  B.  W7eber  presented 
Miss  Carter  with  a  check  for  ten  dollars,  which  had  been  awarded  to  the 
Federation  in  the  recent  contest  conducted  by  one  of  the  Oil  City  Depart- 
ment Stores. 


14 


FEBRUARY,  1934 


SO  THAT  THE  BLIND  MAY  TALK 

By  H.   M.  Foss,  Assistant  Engineer  of  Equipment  Western  Area 
Bell  Telephone  Company 

IN  a  modern  industrial  building  on  Craig  Street  is  housed  one  of  Pitts- 
burgh's unique  industries — unique  in  that  its  employees  work  in  total 
darkness.  There  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind  employs  and 
trains  blind  men  and  women  in  gainful  occupations,  helping  them  to  brighten 
an  otherwise  dark  world. 

A  visit  to  the  well-kept  offices  and  workshop  of  the  Association  cannot 
but  impress  one  having  normal  eyesight  with  the  extent  to  which  loss  of 
eyesight  develops  the  other  senses,  particularly  those  of  touch  and  hearing. 
The  deftness  with  which  fingers  travel  over  intricate  tasks,  the  alertness  of 
ears  to  the  faintest  sounds,  is  truly  uncanny.  Brooms,  brushes,  mats,  woven 
carpets,  cane-bottoms  for  chairs,  and  many  other  items  are  made  in  the 
shop,  each  article  a  finished  product  of  excellent  workmanship. 


Special  Model  Switchboard 

Though  working  in  darkness,  these  energetic  people  are  not  content  to 
be  isolated  from  the  world  about  them.  The  telephone  affords  them  an 
excellent  means  for  outside  contacts  as  well  as  for  inter-communication 
within  the  Association.  The  expertness  and  accuracy  with  which  these 
people  use  the  telephone  dial  would  shame  many  people  with  normal  sight. 

For  a  number  of  years  the  Association  used  a  cordless  P.  B.  X.  operated 
by  blind  attendants.  As  their  telephone  needs  grew  the  cordless  board  be- 
came inadequate,  due  to  its  limited  capacity.  When  the  Association  re- 
cently asked  the  Telephone  Company  to  design  a  large  cordless  switchboard 
to  care  for  an  ultimate  of  ten  trunks  and  thirty  extension  stations,  it  was 
thought  that  such  a  switchboard  would  be  so  cumbersome  and  difficult  to 
operate  as  to  be  impracticable.    It  was  decided,  therefore,  to  design  a  cord- 
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type  switchboard  suitable  for  operation  by  a  blind  attendant.  The  chief 
problem  to  be  solved  was  that  of  deciding  upon  a  substitute  for  the  lamp 
signals  of  the  usual  cord  switchboard. 

In  the  final  design  a  regular  550  type  switchboard  with  standard  circuits 
was  used.  The  face  of  the  board  was  cut  away  and  a  new  face  constructed 
consisting  of  four  panels,  an  additional  panel  extending  forward  at  a  30- 
degree  angle  on  each  side  of  the  two  central  panels.  "Bullseye"  type  signals, 
such  as  are  used  in  the  No.  9  central  office  switchboard  (Bell  Telephone 
Company),  were  used  in  place  of  lamps  for  both  line  and  supervisory  signals. 
Three  buzzers,  each  with  a  distinctive  tone,  aid  the  attendant  in  determining 
whether  the  operated  signal  is  a  trunk  line,  extension  station,  or  supervisory 
signal.  All  line  signals  and  associated  jacks  were  placed  in  a  single  row 
across  the  face  of  the  board  to  avoid  cord  congestion.  As  eight  cords  were 
found  to  be  sufficient  for  the  expected  traffic  volume,  the  even-numbered 
cords  and  keys  were  removed  to  further  facilitate  operation. 

After  the  attendants  were  thoroughly  trained  by  Miss  K.  A.  Mertz, 
(Bell  Telephone  Company),  this  switchboard  was  placed  in  service  for  the 
Association  on  October  6,  and  is  satisfactorily  meeting  the  requirements  for 
which  it  was  intended.  Messrs.  C.  E.  Siegfried,  W.  M.  Weaver,  E.  J.  Quinn, 
and  M.J.  Altenbaugh,  employees  of  the  Bell  Telephone  Company,  worked 
out  the  details  of  this  special  design  in  collaboration  with  the  management 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind. 

WILKES-BARRE  BRANCH 

MOVING  FORWARD 

By  Walter  J.  Morax,   Field  Worker 

THE  Wilkes-Barre  Branch  is  taking  forward  steps  in  what  is  hoped  to 
be  the  right  direction.  A  new  phase  of  work  has  been  instituted  and 
from  it  we  are  hoping  for  much  good  for  the  benefit  of  the  blind  people,  who 
have  never  been  employed  in  the  Workshop. 

On  November  1,  1933,  Mr.  Charles  Adams  was  appointed  by  the  Board 
of  Directors  to  the  position  of  Field  Instructor,  and  given  charge  of  placing 
looms  in  the  homes  of  those  whom  he  deemed  worthy.  Mr.  Adams,  who  is 
totally  blind  and  who  has  been  connected  with  the  local  Branch  for  many 
years,  is  most  competent  and  very  capable  of  filling  the  position.  He  uses  a 
Seeing  Eye  guide  dog,  Bijou,  to  help  him  travel  through  the  country. 

With  the  spreading  out  of  Branch  activities,  it  is  believed  by  those  close 
'o  the  work  here  in  Wilkes-Barre  that  much  good  will  be  accomplished  and 
*:hat  the  "Forgotten  Man"  will  soon  come  to  his  own  and  really  become  a 
part  of  the  organization  which  is  supposed  to  represent  him.  The  women, 
too,  will  soon  receive  proper  recognition  of  their  problems  for  there  is  to  be 
formed  a  committee  of  women  interested  in  the  work  to  consider  the  best 
kind  of  homework  for  the  women  to  do,  and  the  best  manner  of  merchandis- 
ing the  products. 

During  the  past  year  many  instances  of  real  live  Branch  activity  and 
interest  have  come  to  light.  A  Social  Service  Department  has  been  estab- 
lished and  is  making  fair  progress,  a  field  service  in  home  instruction  in 
weaving,  a  committee  named  and  formed  to  consider  the  outstanding  prob- 
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lems  which  confront  the  blind  people  in  our  area,  and  a  committee  of  women 
to  help  the  blind  women  constructively  to  gain  their  share  of  work. 

With  such  a  set-up  of  machinery  for  the  benefit  and  welfare  of  all  the 
blind  in  our  area,  it  cannot  but  make  for  bigger  and  better  things  in  the 
coming  year. 

LIBORIO  DELFINO 

By  Albert  Cowgill 

BORN  near  Isernia,  Italy,  September  21,  1873,  the  son  of  a  farmer, 
Liborio  Delfino  lived  the  life  of  a  shepherd  boy,  with  only  a  brief, 
period  of  school,  until  he  left  home  to  come  to  America.  He  planned  to  go 
to  South  America  and  finally  secured  the  permission  of  his  parents.  How- 
ever, the  outbreak  of  an  epidemic  at  the  Port  of  arrival,  cancelled  this  plan. 
He  then  decided  to  come  to  the  United  States,  and  left  his  home  March  21, 
1889,  sailing  from  Naples  for  New  York  City. ,  After  a  day  or  two  there,  he 
went  to  Philadelphia  and  secured  employment  as  a  laborer  at  Bowmans- 
ville,  Pa.,  and  Avalon,  N.  J. 

It  was  while  working  for  a  contractor  at  Fort  Washington,  Pa.,  on  rail- 
road construction,  that  his  sight  was  destroyed  December  4,  1890,  as  the 
result  of  a  delayed  blast  of  dynamite.  This  happened  before  the  days  of 
automobiles,  and  he  was  driven  down  the  Bethlehem  Pike  by  horse  to  the 
Germantown  Hospital  in  Philadelphia,  where  he  remained  more  than  five 
months.  His  right  arm  was  so  badly  crushed  that  it  was  removed  that  same 
evening.    Blind  and  alone  in  America,  the  lad  was  not  yet  seventeen. 

During  the  days  of  recovery  spent  in  the  hospital,  Liborio  learned  much 
of  value,  not  the  least  of  which  was  the  transition  from  a  seeing  to  a  blind 
existence.  Just  at  the  hour  of  greatest  loneliness,  one  of  the  trustees  of  the 
hospital,  whn  had  taken  a  great  interest  in  him,  brought  his  case  to  the  at- 
tention of  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind;  and 
the  Principal,  Edward  E.  Allen,  went  to  the  hospital  to  visit  him.  On  May 
25,  1891,  immediately  following  his  discharge  from  the  hospital,  Liborio 
entered  the  Institution  where,  not  having  had  previous  instruction  in  our 
language,  he  began  the  study  of  English.  He  was  graduated  in  June,  1900, 
a  member  of  the  first  regularly  organized  graduating  class  of  the  School. 
Here,  too,  immediately  after  graduation  he  began  a  career  of  great  useful- 
ness as  a  teacher  of  reading  and  writing  Braille,  spelling,  and  arithmetic; 
while  later  this  work  extended  throughout  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  and 
Delaware.  Between  5,600  and  6,000  cases  were  thus  personally  investi- 
gated. 

On  May  20,  1901,  Mr.  Delfino  became  a  citizen  of  the  United  States; 
and  in  July,  1901,  he  visited  his  old  home  in  Italy,  but  returned  in  October 
to  take  up  his  duties  in  the  Boys'  School. 

The  field  work  had  expanded  to  such  an  extent  and  was  felt  so  neces- 
sary that  a  special  building  was  rented  in  1910,  and  was  conducted  under 
the  name  "Salesroom  and  Exchange"  with  Mr.  Delfino  under  full  charge. 
Three  objectives  were  strongly  emphasized:  Each  State  should  have 
knowledge  of  the  actual  condition  of  the  blind  within  its  limits;  each  school 
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should  maintain  the  closest  possible  contact  with  its  former  pupils;  and 
compulsory  education  should  become  a  law.  Mr.  Delfino  was  an  early  ad- 
vocate of  practical  and  systematic  home  teaching.  He  also  accomplished 
much  by  way  of  overcoming  the  negligence  and  indifference  of  parents. 
In  the  work  he  is  doing  against  overwhelming  odds,  the  results  he  has 
achieved  after  years  of  persistent  endeavor,  and  the  excellence  of  these  ac- 
complishments, makes  Liborio  Delfino  one  of  the  outstanding  blind  men  of 
America  today. 

On  June  23,  1910,  Mr.  Delfino  was  married  to  Miss  Emma  R.  Neisser, 
librarian  in  the  Department  for  the  Blind  of  the  Free  Library  of  Philadel- 
phia. 

"To  help  and  stimulate  men  to  elevate  themselves  by  their  own  free  and 
individual  action  is  one  of  the  best  and  most  effective  ways  of  securing 
practical  and  permanent  happiness  to  mankind.  Let  us  remember  that  the 
spirit  of  self-help  is  the  root  of  all  genuine  growth  in  the  individual."  These 
words  were  written  by  Mr.  Delfino  twenty-three  years  ago  when  he  was 
giving  an  account  of  his  field  work  in  New  Jersey,  and  all  who  are  well 
acquainted  with  him  have  had  the  truth  of  his  words  impressed  upon  them 
ever  since.    They  represent  not  merely  his  theory,  but  his  constant  practice. 

The  following  two  testimonials  to  Mr.  Delfino  show  the  esteem  in  which 
he  is  held  by  his  many  associates: 

In  August,  1931,  he  received  a  special  gold  medal  and  check  for  two 
hundred  dollars  from  the  Harmon  Foundation  award  with  the  wording: 
"Inspiration,  Achievement,  Economic  Service  to  Blind— Liborio  Delfino." 

On  June  28,  1933,  at  the  "Get  Together"  dinner  of  the  American  Asso- 
ciation of  Workers  for  the  Blind,  Richmond,  Va.,  he  was  the  surprised 
recipient  of  a  gold  watch  charm  and  a  cane.  The  medallion  bears  the  fol- 
lowing inscription:  "Presented  to  Liborio  Delfino  by  Associates  and 
friends,  June  28,  1933,  in  appreciation  of  thirty  years  of  unremitting  and 
unselfish  service  for  the  blind." 

NOTE 

THE  Superintendent  of  one  of  our  Branches  has  suggested  that  each 
Branch  of  the  Association  put  every  other  Branch  on  its  mailing  list 
for  special  notices  of  any  activity — programs  of  entertainments,  special 
bits  of  publicity,  et  cetera.  The  Seer  thinks  very  well  of  this  suggestion, 
and  in  this  connection  calls  your  attention  to  Page  19  where  you  will  find 
a  sample  copy  of  "The  Inner- View,"  published  monthly  by  the  Pittsburgh 
Branch. 


Make  your  last  Will  and  Testament  in  favor  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind,  Inc. 


BROOM    SUPPLIES 

American  Headquarters  for 

CHINA  REEDS 

Cut  and  Natural  Lengths. 

SPLIT  RATTAN 

With  and  without  Bark — all  Lengths. 

SPLIT  BAMBOO— All  Lengths. 

AJAX  FIBRE— AFRICAN  FIBRE 

Two  of  the  toughest  and  best  materials 
produced  in  the  World  for  heavy 
service  Brooms. 

RICE  FIBRE— All  Lengths. 

BROOM  HANDLES 

Maple,  Pine  and  Bamboo — Plain  and 
Colored 

HARDWOOD  BRUSH  RODS 
COLORED  FIRWOOD  TOYS 

Samples  and  complete  details  upon  request. 


GEORGE  H.  MAUS,  Inc. 

AMSTERDAM,  N.  Y. 


WHITE  WOOD 
PRODUCTS   CO. 

Main  Office 
Litis.  BOGALUSA,  LOUISIANA 


OldestJand  Largest  Manufacturers  of 

PINE  BROOM  and 
MOP  HANDLES 

We  also  can  furnish  any  kind  of  Hardwood  Handles 

We  can  make  them  special  sizes  and  shapes  for 

your  exact  requirements — Plain  and  Polished. 


Write  us  Write  now 

CHICAGO  SALES  OFFICE 

128  N.  WELLS  ST. 
E.  C.  Jones,  Vice  President 

PHILADELPHIA  SALES  OFFICE 

6235  JEFFERSON  ST. 

C.  B.  Keeler 


THE 
THOMAS  MONAHAN  CO. 

Broom  Corn 


ARCOLA,  ILLINOIS 
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PITTSBURGH  BRANCH 

THE  INNER-VIEW 

By  Wesley  C.  Stevens,  Publicity  Agent 

Volume  I  December,  1933  No.  6 


A  Service  Team 

THIS  term  usually  designates  the  group  of  athletes  representing  the 
United  States  Military  or  Naval  Academies,  but  our  little  presentation 
has  nothing  to  do  with  Buckler  of  Army  or  Harbold  of  Navy.  It  concerns 
instead  a  department  of  our  work  here  at  the  Pittsburgh  Workshop  for  the 
Blind,  the  Department  which,  more  than  any  other,  ministers  directly  to 
the  physical,  the  homely  needs  of  our  people.  It  consists  essentially  of 
what  a  certain  radio  program  would  call  "Three  men  and  a  maid."  Ladies 
and  gentlemen,  we  introduce  to  you  our  Department  of  Social  Welfare. 

One  of  the  recognized  services  of  these  workers  is  that  of  visiting.  Calls 
are  made  upon  the  men  and  women  who  though  regularly  employed  by  us, 
are  for  any  reason,  temporarily  absent;  thus  we  learn  whether  they  are  in 
need  of  any  special  assistance,  wThile  they  enjoy  the  security  of  knowing 
that  within  the  limitations  of  our  rules  their  pay  will  come  to  them  regularly. 
Visits  are  made  to  the  homes  of  those  whose  names  have  newly  come  to  us 
as  blind  persons,  the  purpose  being  to  learn  their  needs  and  to  fill  them 
insofar  as  we  are  able.  Old  friends  are  not  forgotten,  and  a  mutual  interest 
is  maintained  between  us  and  those  who,  though  not  actually  employed 
here,  nevertheless  know  many  of  us.  When  possible  in  these  cases,  recrea- 
tion and  entertainment  is  provided.  Those  blind  who  make  their  homes 
in  May  view  and  other  institutions  are  also  visited  at  not  too  distant  intervals, 
and  to  them,  some  token  of  remembrance  such  as  candy  and  tobacco  is 
invariably  taken. 

At  present  the  major  recreational  activities  of  the  Department  deal 
with  radio.  The  services  of  a  skillful  and  experienced  radio  mechanic  are 
available  to  our  blind  people  at  greatly  reduced  cost,  while  discounts  on 
parts,  and  in  some  cases  even  on  entire  sets,  have  been  obtained  for  many 
blind  radio  fans.  This  is  a  popular  branch  of  the  Department's  activities, 
for  radio  is  an  important  part  of  the  life  of  most  blind  people,  both  as  a 
means  of  instruction  and  for  daily  entertainment. 

Other  good  offices  of  this  Department  include  messenger,  transportation 
and  guide  service,  various  mailing  services,  the  securing  of  a  variety  of 
desired  information,  many  miscellaneous  errands,  and  general  cooperation 
with,  and  attending  to  the  smaller  needs  of  other  Departments. 

Just  as  during  vacation  season,  an  often  sought  favor  was  the  securing 
of  train  and  other  vacation  information,  so  in  this  wintry  weather,  a  most 
urgent  need  is  felt  for  coal.  This,  too,  is  vouchsafed  our  Social  Welfare 
Department  through  the  generosity  of  the  donors  of  a  fund  for  this  purpose, 
and  often  the  work  of  putting  the  coal  in  is  taken  care  of  for  our  blind  people. 


Brush  Handles 

and 

Wood  Turnings 

We  manufacture   a  com- 
plete line  of  Brush  Handles 
and    Wood    Turnings,    also 
Display  Fixtures,  Thermom- 
eter  Backs,    Bread   Boards, 
Nut    Bowls,    Toy    Building 
Blocks,  etc. 

Write  for  prices  and  cata- 
log showing  our  line. 

Holgate  Brothers  Co* 

Kane,  Pa. 

A.  E.  CRAIG 

CHARLESTON,  ILLINOIS 

Broom  Corn  Dealer 

In  Illinois  and  Western 
Broom    Corn    in    local 
and  car  load  lots. 

I  have  been  in  the  same 
business  at  the  same  old 
stand  for  over  twenty -five 
years. 

Basketry  Supplies 

Prime  Reed,  Bases,  Natural 

and  Colored  Raffia,  Chair 

Cane,    Rattan,    Fibres, 

everything   for    the 

Handicraft 

Worker. 

Established  1881 
• 

Specialize  in 
Split  Bamboo,  Split  Rat- 
tan, Reeds   and  Tuffibre. 

Have    served    the    Trade    for 
many   years    as    a    dependable 
source    of   supply.        Send    us 
your  inquiries. 

CHARLES  H. 
DEMARESTJNC. 

227  WATER  STREET 
NEW  YORK  CITY 

Importers'Manufacturers 

AMERICAN 
REEDCRAFT  CORP. 

130  BEEKMAN  STREET 
NEW  YORK  CITY 
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Perhaps,  speaking  of  the  weather,  the  most  important  concern  of  our 
Social  Welfare  Department  at  present,  is  the  providing  of  used  clothing 
for  some  of  our  especially  needy  blind  people.  The  securing  of  used  yet 
serviceable  garments  is  particularly  difficult  in  these  times  when  the  wear- 
ing period  of  all  clothes  is  being  stretched  to  its  uttermost  limit,  not  only 
by  the  blind  themselves,  but  by  many  who  formerly  gave  substantial  assist- 
ance in  providing  presentable  used  clothing.  A  distinct  and  alarming 
shortage  is  reported  in  this  connection,  the  only  surplus  being  in  overcoats. 
We  are  of  course  hoping  that  the  Department's  supply  of  wearing  apparel 
will  be  augmented,  but  if  this  does  not  happen,  it  will  occasion  much  distress 
to  some  of  our  blind  people,  for  often  their  need  is  very  acute. 

To  put  our  aims  and  our  wrork  into  a  single  sentence,  it  is  not  only  our 
religion  and  our  human  duty,  but  also  our  profession  to  be  Good  Samaritans. 
We  cannot,  however,  do  this  entirely  alone;  we  must  have  the  support  of 
a  similar  spirit  in  others  if  we  are  to  give  the  maximum  service  to  the  many 
blind  people  who  so  urgently  need  us. 

Of  Interest  To  The  Public 

THE  Federal  Emergency  Educational  Relief  Program  is  a  plan  for 
giving  work  to  unemployed  teachers  by  offering  courses  of  instruction 
to  adults.  Under  this  plan  arrangements  have  been  made  for  classes  to  be 
conducted  at  the  Headquarters  of  the  Association  for  the  Blind,  308  S. 
Craig  Street,  Pittsburgh. 

Five  courses  will  be  offered,  namely,  American  History;  English;  Music; 
Public  Speaking;  and  Play  Production.  The  work  in  all  these  subject  is 
planned  to  elicit  the  highest  possible  degree  of  self  expression  on  the  part 
of  the  students,  and  will  depart  somewhat  from  the  usual  classroom  methods. 
Full,  free,  and  stimulating  discussion  of  the  material  presented,  particularly 
in  American  History  and  English  will  be  encouraged;  while  in  Music  and 
Public  Speaking  the  pupils  will,  of  course,  receive  the  greatest  amount  of 
individual  attention.  The  teachers  have  been  approved  by  the  Committee 
in  charge  of  the  general  Federal  program  in  Pittsburgh. 

Classes  will  be  held  daily,  probably  in  hour  periods  of  two  a  week  for 
each  subject.  Classes  are  expected  to  open  January  2,  1934,  and  for  that 
reason  registration  should  take  place  at  once.  In  fact,  applications  have 
already  been  received,  and  an  interesting  and  well  attended  school  session 
is  in  prospect. 

Courses  are  open  to  the  public  as  well  as  to  those  within  our  building. 
Indeed  we  shall  welcome  the  opportunity  to  serve  the  men  and  women  of 
the  community  in  this  way,  and  the  plan  should  work  to  the  advantage  of  all. 

Member  Agency  Allegheny  County  Welfare  Fund 

PITTSBURGH  BRANCH 

PENNSYLVANIA  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 
308-16  South  Craig  Street 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


J.  D.  WESTCOTT  &  SON 

UNION  CITY,  PENNSYLVANIA 


Oldest  and  Largest  Manufacturer  of 
Hardwood  Broom  Handles 


The  many  Associations  for  the  Blind 
make  the  kind  of  brooms  on  which 
we  are  proud  to  see  our  handles.  We 
hope  that  WESTCOTT  HANDLES 
contribute  to  some  degree  to  the  high 
standard  of  the  finished  product. 


Wire 

for 

Brooms 
Brushes 
Mops 


Seneca  Brand 
Wire 

Represents 

Highest 

Quality  &  Service 


Please  send  your 
orders  to 


The  Seneca  Wire 
&  Mfg.  Co. 

Fostoria,  Ohio 


Always  Ready 
to  Cooperate 


Inquiries  and  orders 
from  Institutions  for 
the  Blind  will  receive 
special  attention. 


C.  A.  Mahle  &  Son 

Manufacturers  of 

Bored  and  Solid  Blocks 
for  Brushes  and  Brooms 

CORRY,    PENNSYLVANIA 
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BILL  NO.  193 

As  Amended  on  Second  Reading  in  Senate,  December  20,  1933 

AN  ACT 

Providing  for  and  regulating,  subject  to  certain  restrictions,  limitations 
and  liabilities,  pensions  for  certain  blind  persons  and  the  administration  of 
this  act  by  the  Department  of  Welfare,  the  trustees  who  administer  mothers' 
assistance  in  the  several  counties  or  by  other  trustees  in  certain  cases  author- 
izing appointment  of  trustees  for  the  pensions  payable  to  certain  individuals 
and  providing  penalties. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly  met  and  it  is 
hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  this  act  shall  be  ad- 
ministered by  the  Department  of  Welfare  of  this  Commonwealth  and  the 
Boards  of  Trustees  of  the  Mothers'  Assistance  Funds  of  the  several  counties, 
who,  when  acting  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  known  as  Boards 
of  Trustees  of  Pension  Fund  for  the  Blind. 

In  the  event  that  any  county  shall  not  have  a  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Mothers'  Assistance  Fund,  because  of  the  failure  of  such  county  to  have 
accepted  the  provisions  of  the  Mothers'  Assistance  Act,  the  trustees  of  the 
Old  Age  Assistance  Fund  of  the  county,  if  any,  shall  have  the  duties  and 
powers  of,  and  shall  be  the  trustees  for,  the  Pension  Fund  for  the  Blind.  If 
there  shall  be  neither  a  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Mothers'  Assistance  Fund, 
nor  a  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Old  Age  Assistance  Fund  in  the  county,  the 
Governor  shall  appoint  a  board  of  trustees,  composed  of  seven  residents  of 
the  county,  who  shall  be  called  a  Board  of  Trustees  of  Pension  Fund  for  the 
Blind.  If  at  any  time  thereafter  a  Board  of  Trustees  of  a  Mothers'  Assist- 
ance Fund  shall  be  appointed  for  such  county,  it  shall  immediately  take 
over  the  work  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Pension  Fund  for  the  Blind  and 
this  act  shall  be  administered  as  in  other  counties. 

Any  trustees  of  the  Pension  Fund  for  the  Blind,  appointed  under  the 
provisions  of  this  section,  shall  hold  office  for  a  term  of  six  years,  or  until  a 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Mothers'  Assistance  Fund  has  been  appointed  in 
their  county. 

The  Department  of  Welfare  shall  have  the  power,  and  its  duties  shall 
be  to  set  up  rules  and  regulations  for  the  administration  of  this  act,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Welfare  Commission. 

Section  2.  Such  supervisors  and  assistants,  as  shall  be  necessary  to 
exercise  general  supervision  over  the  administration  of  this  act,  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  Welfare,  subject  as  in  other  cases,  to  the  ap- 
proval by  the  Governor  of  the  number  and  compensation  of  such  super- 
visors and  assistants. 

Section  3.  The  boards  of  trustees  in  the  several  counties  shall  appoint 
such  additional  investigators  and  clerical  assistants  as  may  be  necessary  to 
enable  them  to  distribute  pensions  for  the  blind  in  their  respective  counties, 
but  as  far  as  possible,  the  investigators  engaged  in  the  administration  of 
the  Mothers'  Assistance  LawT  shall  also  perform  the  work  necessary  for  the 
administration  of  this  act,  at  no  time  shall  the  additional  expense  of  ad- 
ministering this  act,  in  any  county,  exceed  in  amount  six  per  centum  of  the 
allocation  to  such  county  from  the  appropriation  for  pensions  for  the  blind. 


Frederick  H, 

►  Cone  &  Co. 

INCORPORATED 

181  FRONT  STREET, 

NEW  YORK,  U.  S.  A. 

BRISTLES 

HORSEHAIR 

and  FIBRES 

ALL  KINDS  AND  COLORS 

Complete  Stocks  Always  Available 

Quotations,  Samples  and  Information  on  all  Brush  Materials 
furnished  on  request 

When  You  Need 

Have  Your 

Bunch  Bags,  Handle  Cones, 
All  Over  Broom  Bags, 
Individual  Broom  Slips 

Piano  Tuned  and 
Repaired 

Write  us  for  samples  and  prices. 
WE  ARE  THE  LARGEST 

By  a 

producers  of  paper  broom  bags. 
We   specialize  on   the   needs   of 
the  broom  manufacturers.     Our 
equipment   enables    us    to    offer 
you  the  best  service  at  competive 

Local  Blind  Tuner 

All  Work  Guaranteed 

prices. 

An  Inquiry  will  be  appreciated. 

THE  KENNEDY  CAR 
LINER  &  BAG  CO. 

SHELBYVILLE,  INDIANA 

Pennsylvania  Association 
for  the  Blind 

For  address  of  nearest  Associa- 
tion Branch  Office  see  Page  2. 
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Section  4.     Pensions  may  be  granted  under  this  act  only  to  an  applicant 
who: 

(a)  Has  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  or  upwards. 

(b)  Resides  in  the  Commonwealth,  and  has  so  resided  continuously  for 
at  least  ten  years  immediately  preceding  the  date  of  application.  Provided: 
That  absence  in  the  service  of  the  Commonwealth  or  of  the  United  States 
shall  not  be  deemed  to  interrupt  residence  in  the  State,  if  a  domicile  be  not 
acquired  outside  the  State. 

(c)  Is  not  at  the  date  of  making  application  an  inmate  of  any  prison, 
jail,  workhouse,  insane  asylum,  or  other  public,  reform  or  correctional 
institution. 

(d)  Is  not,  at  the  date  of  making  application,  suffering  from  mental  or 
physical  infirmity,  which  in  itself  would  make  him  or  her  a  charge  upon  any 
other  institution  or  agency  of  this  State,  and  which  has  so  incapacitated 
him  or  her,  prior  to  the  loss  of  sight,  that  such  person  was  a  public  charge 
prior  thereto. 

(e)  Has  not  sufficient  means  of  his  own  to  enable  him  to  maintain  him- 
self and  is  incapable  of,  or  lacking  the  opportunity  of  self-support. 

(f)  Has  less  than  three-sixtieth  or  ten-two  hundredths  normal  vision 
and  by  reason  thereof  is  unable  to  earn  a  livelihood,  except  through  special 
training,  and  in  occupations  which  can  successfully  be  carried  on  by  blind 
persons. 

Section  5.  All  applications  for  pensions  under  this  act  shall  be  made 
to  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Pension  Fund  for  the  Blind,  of  the  county  in 
which  the  applicant  resides,  in  such  form  as  the  Department  of  Welfare 
may  prescribe.  No  application  shall  be  approved  until  the  Board  of 
Trustees  is  satisfied,  after  proper  investigation,  that  the  applicant  is  en- 
titled thereto,  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  and  particularly  not  until  an 
ophthalmologist,  certificated  by  the  American  Board  for  Ophthalmic  Exam- 
inations, or  an  oculist  duly  licensed  to  practice  in  Pennsylvania  and  ac- 
tively engaged  in  treatment  of  the  human  eye  shall  have  certified  in  wTriting 
as  to  the  diagnosis,  prognosis  and  visual  acuity  of  the  applicant. 

Section  6.  The  Board  of  Trustees  of  Pension  Fund  for  the  Blind  of  a 
county  may  require  any  recipient  of  pension  hereunder  to  submit  to  further 
examination  of  his  eyes  by  a  competent  ophthalmologist  or  oculist  at  such 
reasonable  times  as  the  board  of  trustees  or  the  Department  of  Welfare 
shall  deem  necessary. 

Section  7.  The  maximum  payment  to  any  one  person  allowed  by  a 
board  of  trustees  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  thirty  dollars  per 
month. 

Section  8.  Before  any  payment  is  made  to  any  person  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  a  complete  report  shall  be  made  of  all  matters  stated  in 
the  application,  giving  the  name  of  the  beneficiary,  the  number  and  kinds 
of  relatives,  the  financial  condition  of  relatives  and  all  other  matters  which 
shall  be  from  time  to  time  required  by  the  Department  of  Welfare.  All 
such  reports  shall  be  made  upon  forms  supplied  for  the  purpose  by  the  De- 
partment of  Welfare.  All  such  reports  shall  be  made  in  triplicate.  One 
copy  shall  be  retained  by  the  local  board  of  trustees,  one  copy  shall  be  for- 
warded to  the  Department  of  Welfare,  and  one  copy  to  the  Auditor  General. 
All  reports  shall  be  sworn  to  by  the  investigator  and  shall  be  approved  by  a 
majority  of  the  board  of  trustees. 


Tucumcari,  New  Mexico.    Out  Where  The  West  Begins 
The  Hub  of  the  famous  South  Canadian  River  Valley. 

T5he  Home  of  Qheap  Broomcorn 

Fertile  Virgin  Land,  $5  to  $15  per  acre — Taxes  5£  to  15^  per  acre 

Low  Cost  Production 

Dwarf  equal  to  Elk  City,  Standard  equal  to  Lindsay. 


THE  LINS  BROOMCORN  CO. 

P.  O.   BOX  1147 
TUCUMCARI,  NEW  MEXICO 

The  Sunshine  Stace 


BROOM  HANDLES     -     HICKORY  OR  BEECH 

First-class  quality,  kiln  dried.  Double  Sanded  with  our  patented  process 

SPECIAL  WHITE  ENAMELED  HICKORY  CANES 

Approved  by  leading  Organizations  for  the  Blind.  Equipped  with 
metal  tips,  Natural  Finish  Crook  Handles,  designed  especially  for  the 
Blind. 

STRONG       -      SAFE       -      DISTINCTIVE 

MOP  HANDLES,  TOY  BROOM  HANDLES, 
BRUSH  RODS 

and  miscellaneous  Handles  turned  to  order. 

Write  for  prices  and  samples. 

T.  W.  MINTON  6?  CO. 

INCORPORATED 

BARBOURVILLE,  KENTUCKY 
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Section  9.  If  any  person,  receiving  pension  under  this  act,  shall  refuse 
or  neglect  to  comply  with  any  reasonable  request  of  a  county  board  of 
trustees,  or  of  the  Department  of  Welfare,  for  information  concerning  the 
continued  existence  of  need  and  the  other  qualifications  for  such  pension, 
or  who  shall,  on  request  neglect  or  refuse  to  authorize  any  other  person, 
firm  or  corporation  to  furnish  such  information  about  the  pension  recipient, 
or  his  affairs,  or  who  shall  refuse  to  submit  to  any  examination  required  by 
this  act,  the  board  of  trustees  may  suspend  all  payments  to  such  recipient 
until  he  shall  have  complied  with  such  requirements. 

Section  10.  If  the  condition  or  circumstances  of  any  person,  receiving 
a  pension  under  this  act,  should  change  in  such  way  that  the  person  does 
not  have  all  the  qualifications  required  to  obtain  a  pension  hereunder,  pen- 
sion payments  to  such  person  shall  at  once  cease. 

Section  11.  The  Department  of  Welfare  may  appoint  a  trustee  to  take 
charge  of  the  expenditure  of  the  pension  granted  any  applicant,  when  in  its 
opinion,  such  trustee  is  necessary.  In  such  case,  the  payment  shall  be  made 
direct  to  such  trustee,  upon  requisition  of  the  Department.  Such  trustee 
shall  serve,  without  pay,  and  shall  be  subject  to  the  rules  and  regulations 
which  the  Department  shall  prescribe. 

Section  12.  All  payments,  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be 
made  monthly,  direct  to  the  recipient  thereof  by  warrant,  after  requisition 
as  provided  by  law  in  other  cases. 

Section  13.  The  initial  appropriation,  made  by  the  General  Assembly 
for  Pensions  for  the  Blind,  shall  be  allocated  among  the  several  counties  of 
the  State,  according  to  population.  Any  amount,  so  allocated  and  unused 
in  any  fiscal  year,  in  any  county,  shall  be  added  to  the  amount  of  the  ap- 
propriation subject  to  allocation  for  the  following  fiscal  year,  under  the 
current  or  any  future  appropriation.  For  the  second  and  subsequent  fiscal 
years,  allocations  of  amounts  available  for  such  pensions,  shall  be  made 
among  the  several  counties,  according  to  the  number  of  persons  receiving 
pensions  and  who  are  eligible  for  pensions  up  to  the  end  of  the  tenth  month 
of  the  previous  fiscal  year. 

Section  14.  Any  person  securing  any  pension,  contrary  to  the  provi- 
sions of  this  act,  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  upon  conviction 
thereof,  shall  be  sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars, 
or  to  undergo  imprisonment,  not  exceeding  one  year,  or  both,  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  court. 

Section  15.  This  act  shall  not  relieve  any  county,  city  or  poor  district 
from  responsibility  for  the  maintenance,  either  in  an  institution  or  other- 
wise, of  any  person  who  cannot  qualify  for  pension  under  this  act,  or  who 
cannot  be  provided  for  under  the  current  appropriation,  for  carrying  out 
the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Section  16.  This  act  shall  become  effective  immediately  upon  its  ap- 
proval by  the  Governor,  but  the  first  payments  hereunder  shall  be  made 
for  the  month  of  June,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-four. 

Section  17.  It  is  hereby  declared  to  be  the  legislative  intent,  that  if  this 
act  cannot  take  effect  in  its  entirety,  because  of  the  decision  of  any  court, 
holding  unconstitutional  any  part  hereof,  the  remaining  provisions  of  the 
act  shall  be  given  full  force  and  effect  as  completely  as  if  the  part  held  un- 
constitutional had  not  been  included  herein. 

Section  18.  All  acts,  or  parts  of  acts,  inconsistent  herewith,  are  hereby 
repealed. 


YARNS 


FOR 

Mop  and  Mop  Head 
Manufacturers 

Spun  and  Roving     : :     Hard  and  Soft  Twist 

Made  at  Our  Own  Mill  Under  Our  Own  Brands 

"  OTTER  " 
"TIP  TOP" 
"MACCO" 

"LION" 
"VICTOR" 

McCORD  COMPANY 

LOUISVILLE,  KY. 
Write  for  Prices  and  Samples 
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William  Hamilton  Long 


THIS  issue  of  The  Seer  is  dedicated  to  the 
memory  of  William  Hamilton  Long,  pioneer 
in  work  for  the  adult  blind  of  Western  Pennsyl- 
vania, himself  blind,  yet  having  to  a  marked  de- 
gree, the  viewpoint  of  the  sighted  man.  (See 
page  23.) 


"Every  Home  a  Patron  of  Blind  Skill" 

145  Clubs  of  the  State  Federation  of  Pennsylvania  Women, 
brought  us  nearer  to  the  realization  of  this  slogan,  by  holding  sales 
of  blind-made  products  during  the  1932-33  Club  year. 

Information  on  conducting  these  sales  can  be  obtained  from 
any  Branch  of  the  Association. 

Will  your  club  help  make  this  year  100%  by  arranging  for  a 
sale  in  connection  with  your  program? 

Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind 

308  South  Craig  Street,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

BRANCHES 

Allentown  Harrisburg  Pittsburgh 

Altoona  Johnstown  Reading 

Beaver  Falls  Lancaster  Scranton 

Bethlehem  Oil  City  Wilkes-Barre 

Butler  Philadelphia 


A  New  Deal  for  the  Broom  Manufactures 

NAVAJO  GRASS 

A  Substitute  for  Broomcorn 
More  Durable,  More  Economical  than  Broomcorn 

First  discovered  in  America  by  the  Spanish  Explorer  Coronado 
in  the  year  A.D.  1542. 

First  processed  for  use  in  the  Modern  Broom  by  The  Lins 
Broomcorn  Co.  in  year  F.D.R.  1932. 

All  other  substitutes  offered  the  Trade  heretofore  have  only  a 
resemblance  of  Broomcorn  but  no  wearing  qualities,  while  a 
Navajo  Grass  Broom  sweeps  cleaner,  with  less  effort  and  will 
outwear  an  all  corn  Broom. 

At  present,  you  can  purchase  Navajo  Grass  ready  for  the 
Broom,  in  bale  or  ton  lots  delivered  at  your  station  for  less  money 
than  you  can  purchase  Broomcorn  in  carlots  f.o.b.  the  field. 

For  prices  and  particulars,  write, 

THE  LINS  BROOMCORN  CO. 

TUCUMCARI,  NEW  MEXICO 
P.  O.  BOX  1147 
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A  QUARTERLY  BULLETIN 
OF  THE 

PENNSYLVANIA  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  INC. 

God  said,  "Let  There  Be  Light" 
VOLUME  IV  MAY,  1934  No.  2 


WHAT  THE  SEER  SEES 

A  I  ahe  Seer  sees  in  the  actual  administration,  after  June  1,  1934,  of  Penn- 
vania's  so-called  "Blind  Pension"  a  veritable  godsend  to  hundreds  of 
needy,  non-employable  blind  people.  A  few  dollars  a  week  to  these  people 
will  remove  from  them  the  humiliation  of  absolute  dependence  upon  others, 
who  are  scarcely  better  able  than  they  to  carry  the  additional  burden  thus 
imposed.  The  pension  will  also  supplement,  in  a  measure,  the  meager 
wages  which  certain  less  efficient  blind  workers  are  able  to  earn. 

The  pension,  however,  will  not  take  the  place  of  opportunities  afforded 
the  blind  for  employment  by  special  or  sheltered  shops,  such  as  that  in 
Pittsburgh  where  the  income  from  the  sale  of  blind-made  goods,  especially 
in  normal  times,  not  only  carries  the  cost  of  the  business  itself,  but  con- 
tributes toward  the  expense  of  the  allied  welfare  activities.  The  Welfare 
activities  include  the  training  of  blind  people  for  employment,  the  place- 
ment of  certain  blind  people  in  industry  among  the  seeing  or  in  small  mer- 
cantile businesses,  social  case  work  among  the  blind,  and  last,  but  not  least, 
the  prevention  of  needless  blindness  and  the  conservation  of  vision. 

The  sheltered  shop  thus  becomes  a  partial  contributor  along  with  the 
State,  municipality,  and  private  philanthropy  toward  these  welfare  activi- 
ties at  the  same  time  that  it  more  than  carries  the  expense  of  employing  a 
large  percentage  of  blind  people  who  cannot  wholly  succeed  on  their  own 
initiative  and  are  not  equipped  for  placement  in  industry. 

A  copy  of  the  Bill  authorizing  pensions  to  blind  people  may  be  found 
in  the  issue  of  The  Seer  for  February,  1934. 
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/TVHE  Seer  notes  with  undisguised  delight  and   gratification  that  the 
J*-  Pittsburgh  Board  of  Education  plans  to  establish  four   sight-saving 
classes  with  the  opening  of  school  in  the  fall. 

Four  experienced  Pittsburgh  teachers  have  been  selected  to  take  the 
summer  course  at  Columbia  University  for  Sight-Saving  Class  Teachers. 


CAMPAIGN  FOR  THE  "TALKING  BOOK" 

THE  Talking  Books  and  the  special  Talking  Book  Machines,  which  have 
been  made  possible  through  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind, 
will  be  distributed  throughout  Pennsylvania  beginning  June  1. 

Mrs.  Ida  Hirst-Gifford,  Field  Representative  of  the  American  Founda- 
tion for  the  Blind,  has  been  loaned  by  the  Foundation  to  the  various  Coun- 
ties of  Pennsylvania  to  assist  local  committees  in  creating  a  Revolving  Fund 
through  which  the  blind  can  secure  their  Talking  Book  Machines.  There 
are  three  models — the  Spring  Driven  Machine,  which  can  be  used  where 
there  is  no  electricity,  at  $20.00;  the  Alternating  Current  Machine  at  $35.00, 
which  has  the  combination  radio  and  Talking  Book;  and  the  Universal 
Type,  which  has  both  alternating  and  direct  current  at  $37.50. 

The  Library  of  Congress  will  place  the  Talking  Books  in  the  Pittsburgh 
and  Philadelphia  Libraries,  Department  for  the  Blind,  for  circulation  to  the 
blind  of  the  State.  Through  this  method  the  Talking  Books  will  be  avail- 
able to  the  blind  readers  just  the  same  as  the  Braille  books. 

Dauphin,  Lebanon,  Cumberland,  and  Allegheny  Counties  are  "on  the 
way"  to  secure  the  quota  of  machines  for  their  blind  readers. 

Each  record,  the  first  "sound  books"  in  literature,  will  carry  7,200  words, 
making  a  thirty-six  minute  period  of  reading — eighteen  minutes  on  each 
side.  The  blind  person  may  listen  to  his  or  her  favorite  author,  chapter  by 
chapter  and  volume  by  volume.  To  read  these  books,  it  is  necessary  for  the 
blind  reader  to  have  a  Talking  Book  Reproducing  Machine.  This  serves 
as  a  link  or  means  of  communication  between  the  blind  and  the  book.  Mrs. 
Gifford  will  cover  the  State  as  rapidly  as  possible  in  demonstrating  the 
machine  and  helping  to  form  local  committees. 

Mr.  S.  Mervyn  Sinclair,  Executive  Director,  State  Council  for  the  Blind, 
Mr.  H.  Randolph  Latimer,  Executive  Secretary,  Pennsylvania  Association 
for  the  Blind,  and  Dr.  Olin  H.  Burritt,  Superintendent,  Pennsylvania  Insti- 
tution for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,  are  cooperating  with  Mrs.  Gifford 
in  supplying  the  quota  of  reproducing  machines  for  the  State. 
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PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE  TO  THE  TWENTY-FOURTH  ANNUAL 

MEETING  OF  THE  PENNSYLVANIA  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE 

BLIND,  INC.,  FEBRUARY  12,   1934 

AS  PRESIDENT  of  the  Association,  it  is  once  again  my  pleasant  duty 
to  report  to  its  members  the  activities  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and 
staff  for  the  year  past.  My  thanks  are  hereby  extended  not  only  to  the 
Trustees  and  staff,  but  also  to  the  many  friends  throughout  the  State,  who 
have  made  it  possible  for  our  several  Branches  and  for  the  Association  itself 
to  carry  on  during  this  difficult  time.  In  addition  to  the  routine  work  done 
by  the  Executive  Secretary  and  his  staff,  including  field  work  activities, 
publication  of  the  Association's  quarterly  bulletin,  and  the  visits  to  the 
fourteen  Branches,  a  few  general  problems  faced  us  during  the  year  1933. 

The  State  found  itself  unable  to  increase  our  biennial  appropriation  for 
the  present  two  years  beyond  the  $30,000,  which  it  had  granted  the  Associa- 
tion for  the  previous  biennium.  The  necessity,  however,  of  extending  some 
measure  of  service  to  the  fifty-three  counties  in  which  there  are  no  Branches 
of  the  Association,  and  of  extending  a  little  more  liberal  allotment  to  the 
younger  and  smaller  Branches,  forced  the  Board  of  Trustees  to  readjust 
Branch  allotments,  resulting  in  a  reduction  of  the  amount  heretofore  granted 
the  four  older  Branches  from  $1,200  to  $600  per  annum.  Other  financial 
difficulties  have  restricted  the  work  in  all  Branches.  In  Wilkes-Barre,  for 
instance,  the  twenty-seven  blind  employees  went  out  on  strike  last  July, 
demanding  higher  wages  than  the  finances  of  the  local  organization  could 

supply Pending  a  readjustment  of  the  employment  problem,  the 

local  Board  is  reorganizing  its  work  so  as  to  extend  the  services  of  the  or- 
ganization along  other  lines  of  supervision  to  more  blind  people  than  have 
heretofore  been  reached."'  In  Butler,  it  has  been  necessary  to  dispense  with 
the  paid  Superintendent  and  to  rely  upon  a  Committee  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  to  do  such  work  as  their  funds  will  permit.  The  Berks  County 
Branch  has  been  obliged  to  seek  cheaper  and  more  remote  quarters  for  its 
Branch  activities;  while  the  Northampton  County  Branch  has  removed  to 
a  more  advantageous  and  a  more  reasonable  location. 

Mr.  Jacob  Bausch,  appointed  Superintendent  of  the  Wilkes-Barre 
Branch  in  October  1932,  resigned  in  October  1933,  and  the  vacancy  has  not 
yet  been  filled.  In  like  manner,  Miss  Miriam  Brinkerhoff,  appointed  to  the 
superintendency  of  the  Dauphin  County  Branch  in  November  1932,  re- 
signed in  November  1933,  and  the  bookkeeper,  Miss  Kathryn  E.  Harlacher, 
is  acting  until  a  permanent  Superintendent  is  appointed.  Mr.  Francis  S. 
Graves,  appointed  Superintendent  of  the  Lancaster  Branch  in  December 


*Note: — Since  the  foregoing  annual  message  was  delivered,  the  blind  workers  of  the 
Wilkes-Barre  Branch  have  returned  to  work  on  a  temporary  basis. 
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1931,  resigned  in  October  1933,  and  his  Secretary,  Miss  Eliza  S.  Paine,  has 
been  appointed  as  his  successor.  Mr.  Earl  W.  Keller,  who,  upon  the  resigna- 
tion of  his  wife,  Mrs.  Catherine  Dunsmore  Keller,  was  named  temporary 
Superintendent  of  the  Berks  County  Branch,  has  been  made  permanent 
Superintendent,  and  Mrs.  Keller  is  acting  as  part  time  social  case  worker. 
Since  September  1933,  Miss  Annabel  A.  Carter,  Social  Case  Worker  of  the 
Pittsburgh  Branch,  has  been  Acting  Superintendent  of  the  Venango  County 
Branch,  while  Miss  Georgiana  E.  Trainor  is  taking  a  special  social  case 
work  course  at  the  Margaret  Morrison  School  of  Social  Service,  Pittsburgh. 

In  January  1933,  the  Northampton  County  Branch  was  singularly  for- 
tunate in  securing  the  services  of  Miss  Anne  Vlachos,  a  trained  and  exper- 
ienced Social  Worker  to  take  charge  of  its  work  as  Superintendent.  Miss 
Vlachos'  articles  published  in  The  Seer  for  the  past  year  give  an  idea  of  the 
excellent  approach  being  made  to  the  work  in  Northampton  County  under 
her  guidance.  Again,  the  Pittsburgh  Branch  is  singularly  fortunate  in  hav- 
ing secured,  June  1,  1933,  the  services  of  Miss  Dorothy  Hosford,  a  trained 
eye-medical  Social  Worker  to  reorganize  and  extend  its  work  for  the  pre- 
vention of  blindness  and  conservation  of  vision.  Miss  Hosford  is  also  super- 
visor of  case  work  activities,  especially  until  Miss  Carter's  return  next  June. 
It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  state  that  Mr.  G.  Ernest  Ward,  Superintendent 
of  the  Lehigh  County  Branch  and  Miss  Helen  Fox,  of  the  Cambria  County 
Branch,  have  been  admitted  to  membership  in  the  American  Association  of 
Social  Workers. 

As  the  year  closes,  Miss  Ruth  F.  Sargent,  part  time  Superintendent  of 
our  Philadelphia  Branch,  has  been  named  temporary  Secretary  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Home  Teaching  Society,  to  succeed  Mrs.  Isabel  W.  Kennedy, 
resigned.  Plans  are  in  the  making  for  a  closer  cooperation  between  the 
activities  of  the  Society  and  our  own  Association,  in  which  Miss  Sargent  is 
expected  to  be  very  helpful. 

In  July  1933,  Mrs.  L.  J.  Johnson,  herself  partially  blind  and  a  woman  of 
twenty  years  experience  in  teaching  blind  people,  was  added  to  the  staff  of 
the  Association,  as  special  Field  Worker  for  districts  outside  of  the  Branch 
areas.  Regular  reports — weekly,  monthly,  and  quarterly — are  made  by 
Mrs.  Johnson  to  the  headquarter's  office;  and  a  summarized  statement  of 
the  Field  Worker's  activities  for  the  last  six  months  of  1933  may  be  found  in 
the  February  issue  of  The  Seer.  The  helpful  work  done  in  the  non-Branch 
Counties  by  Mr.  Guy  H.  Nickeson,  Placement  Agent  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Branch,  has,  by  courtesy  of  the  Branch,  been  continued  through  1933. 
During  the  yeai,  Mr.  Nickeson  served  forty-nine  different  blind  people,  ar- 
ranging for  their  training,  other  rehabilitation,  or  placement  in  small  busi- 
ness activities. 

The  one  most  important  event,  however,  of  the  year  1933,  was  the  over- 
whelming vote  of  approval  on  November  7,  1933,  of  the  so-called  Blind- 
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Relief,  or  Pension,  Amendment  to  the  State  Constitution.  This  Amend- 
ment makes  it  possible  for  the  State  to  grant  direct  relief  to  blind  people 
over  twenty-one  years  of  age.  Constructive  legislation  on  this  subject  was 
passed  by  the  special  session  of  the  State  Legislature  last  December  and 
signed  by  the  Governor,  January  19,  1934.  The  full  text  of  this  legislation 
will  be  found  in  The  Seer,  February  1934.  The  Association,  through  its 
headquarters  and  individual  Branches,  lent  its  fullest  possible  support  to 
securing  passage  of  the  Pension  Amendment  at  the  polls  in  November,  and 
the  constructive  legislation  expressed  in  the  Bill,  above  referred  to,  is  not 
only  as  much  as  could  be  reasonably  expected  at  this  time,  but  is  an  excellent 
basis  upon  which  future  needs  may  be  met.  The  staff  officers  of  the  Asso- 
ciation and  its  several  Branches  will  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  render 
any  assistance  possible  to  individual  blind  people  seeking  the  pension;  but 
as  the  Bill  distinctly  sets  forth,  the  responsibility  rests  in  each  community 
upon  the  Board  of  the  Mothers'  Assistance  Fund  for  the  administration  of 
the  blind  pension. 

In  conclusion,  it  appears  to  me  that  with  the  coming  of  improved  busi- 
ness conditions,  with  the  supplementary  relief  soon  to  be  had  through  the 
pension,  and  with  a  stronger  and  more  thoroughly  trained  personnel  in  the 
Departments  and  Branches  of  the  Association,  we  are  justified  in  looking 
forward  to  a  greatly  improved  standard  of  living  for  the  blind  people  of 
Pennsylvania . 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Frank  Wilbur  Main, 

President. 


EVENING 

H.  Randolph  Latimer 

JTIAVE  you  made  the  day  brighter? 
Have  you  made  a  heart  lighter? 

God  will  reward  you. 
Your  own  hidden  sorrow 
Will  be  joy  on  the  morrow; 

God  will  reward  you. 
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BEAVER  COUNTY  BRANCH 
By  Adelaide  Sullivan,  Superintendent 

H\lTE  to  the  lack  of  funds,  we  have  curtailed  most  of  our  activities  for  the 
*~"  time  being.  We  are,  however,  endeavoring  to  continue  our  Preven- 
tion of  Blindness  program.  At  the  present  time,  we  are  working  out  plans 
to  hold  a  "Tag  Day"  in  the  different  towns  of  Beaver  County,  and  hope,  in 
this  way,  to  replenish  our  working  funds. 

rAURING  the  last  three  months,  five  new  cases  of  blindness  were  brought 
-*->'  to  our  attention — two  men,  two  women,  and  one  child.  After  thor- 
ough examinations,  it  was  found  that  nothing  could  be  done  to  restore  any 
of  the  sight  of  the  adults.  However,  through  the  cooperation  of  Dr.  Charles 
L.  Reed,  the  Falk  Clinic,  and  the  Eye  and  Ear  Hospital  in  Pittsburgh  there 
was  hope  that,  through  operations,  the  sight  of  the  little  girl  could  be  re- 
stored. Plans  are  now  being  made  for  her  to  undergo  a  tonsilar  operation; 
and  as  soon  as  she  has  recovered  from  this,  Dr.  Reed  will  operate  on  the  one 
eye  and  later  on  the  other. 


T 


HE  selling  of  blind-made  articles  by   telephone  is   continuing  with 
creditable  success. 


"TALKING  BOOKS"  FOR  THE  BLIND 

(Reprint  from  the  Literary  Digest,  March  31,  1934) 

THREE-FOURTHS  of  the  blind  people  of  this  country,  or  80,000, 
cannot  read  by  touch,  either  because  they  became  blind  too  late  in 
life  or  for  other  reason  are  unable  to  use  the  Braille  system.  Invention  has 
come  to  their  aid.  A  'talking  book,'  which  is  a  combination  phonograph 
and  radio  set,  has  been  perfected.    The  blind  will  read  by  ear. 

"The  records  are  twelve  inches  in  diameter  and  may  be  'played'  for 
eighteen  minutes  on  each  side.  Controls  are  provided  to  regulate  speed, 
and  head-phones  will  enable  the  reader  to  hear  without  disturbing  others. 
Robert  Irwin,  executive  director  of  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind, 
describes  the  instrument  as  the  greatest  invention  for  the  blind  since  the 
introduction  of  Braille  a  hundred  years  ago. 

"The  Library  of  Congress  is  establishing  'talking  book'  records  in  con- 
nection with  the  twenty-four  Braille  libraries.  The  Foundation  for  the 
Blind,  through  whose  efforts  the  instrument  was  developed,  is  endeavoring 
to  raise  a  fund  to  place  the  boon  within  reach  of  this  particular  group  for 
whom  it  is  always  dark." 
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BERKS  COUNTY  BRANCH 
By  P.  Herbert  Reigner,  Chairman 

THE  Berks  County  Branch,  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the 
Blind,  has  made  a  steady  gain  in  all  its  former  activities;  and  has  re- 
cently inspired  the  women  of  the  community  to  organize  an  Auxiliary  from 
which  great  things  are  expected  in  the  future.  At  the  Annual  Meeting, 
twenty-one  Directors  were  elected  to  the  Board,  among  whom  are  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Reading  Schools,  the  School  Physician,  the  Execu- 
tive Secretary  of  the  Mother's  Assistance  Fund,  the  women  who  were 
Chaii men  during  the  "Week  for  the  Blind,"  our  ever  faithful  friends  of  the 
Lions  Clubs,  and  others  whose  assistance  will  be  of  vast  benefit  to  us. 

Some  of  the  activities  reported  by  Earl  W.  Keller,  Superintendent  of  the 
Branch,  as  accomplished  by  the  blind  workers  during  the  year,  are  as  fol- 
lows: One  hundred  and  forty-five  chairs  were  caned  and  two  hundred  and 
twenty-five  baskets  were  made.  The  sale  of  blind-made  goods  during  the 
year  amounted  to  approximately  $700. 

There  were  880  lessons  given  in  willow  work,  chair  caning,  sewing,  knit- 
ting, brush  making,  typewriting,  and  Braille  reading  and  writing.  Alto- 
gether 1,014  calls  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  our  blind  people  in 
various  activities,  and  in  giving  emergency  relief. 

In  our  Prevention  of  Blindness  work,  we  are  pleased  to  report  that  sight 
was  restored  to  one  man  through  an  operation  at  a  local  hospital,  three 
persons  were  taken  to  a  Philadelphia  Hospital  for  special  treatment,  ten 
others  received  treatment  at  local  hospitals,  and  two  children  were  entered 
at  the  Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind  in  Philadelphia. 

Our  Second  Educational  Week  for  the  Blind  was  held  in  October  and 
many  people  were  privileged  to  see  our  local  blind  people  demonstrate  their 
ability  to  help  themselves.  The  Woman's  Clubs  of  Reading,  Wyomissing, 
and  Mt.  Penn,  with  the  assistance  of  their  Junior  Divisions,  held  six  sales  of 
blind-made  goods  during  the  year. 

The  main  social  activity  was  the  annual  picnic  at  Mineral  Spring  Park, 
given  by  the  Junior  Division  of  the  Reading  Woman's  Club. 

During  the  past  year,  the  Berks  County  Branch  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Association  for  the  Blind  has  been  a  member  of  the  Welfare  Federation  and 
a  large  portion  of  its  funds  are  now  derived  from  the  Community  Chest. 
We  feel  assured  that  the  Branch  has  outgrown  its  swaddling  clothes  and  is 
now  a  full-fledged,  well-recognized  community  agency. 


SPECIAL  NOTICE 

AT  THE  regular  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind,   Inc.,  the  following  officers 
were  elected  for  the  year  1934-35: 

President,  Mr.  Frank  Wilbur  Main,  Pittsburgh;  First  Vice  President, 
Col.  E.  V.  D.  Selden,  Oil  City;  Second  Vice  President,  Mr.  John  A.  Emery, 
Pittsburgh;  Third  Vice  President,  Mr.  Milton  Michaelis,  Lancaster;  and 
Secretary-Treasurer,  Mr.  John  E.  Potter,  Pittsburgh.  These  officers  also 
constitute  the  Executive  Committee. 
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CAMBRIA  COUNTY  BRANCH 

By 

Miss  Jean  Porterfield 

SEVERAL  days  ago  a  six  year  old  youngster  of  my  group  came  dancing 
into  the  room  with  the  announcement:  "I  just  saw  the  kindest  man  in 
the  whole  town."  Upon  making  inquiries  who  this  might  be,  I  received  the 
answer  in  almost  disgusted  tones,  which  conveyed  the  thought,  "Why 
should  I  even  ask." 

"Why,  Dr.  Rush,  of  course."  Thus,  this  little  girl,  in  her  childish  way, 
expressed  the  universal  feeling  about  Dr.  Calvin  C.  Rush  of  this  city. 

It  was  Dr.  Calvin  C.  Rush,  as  Chairman  of  the  Conservation  Committee 
of  the  Johnstown  Lions  Club,  perhaps,  more  than  any  other  one  individual 
who  brought  about  the  organization  of  the  class  for  defective  vision,  as  a 
regular  department  of  the  city  public  schools.  His  services  and  interest  also 
meant  a  great  deal  in  establishing  the  Cambria  County  Branch  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Association  for  the  Blind. 

Yet,  by  far,  this  is  not  the  real  important  part  that  Dr.  Rush  has  played 
in  the  work  for  the  blind  of  this  district.  Each  year  he  examines,  without 
cost,  many  men,  women,  and  children  who  need  eye  attention.  Then,  too, 
through  special  rates,  he  has  made  it  possible  for  many  persons  to  have 
glasses  that  otherwise  could  never  afford  them.  No  matter  how  busy  his 
day,  how  filled  his  office,  that  little  ragged  boy  from  the  mining  district,  or 
that  little  girl  from  the  poorer  section  of  the  city  receives  just  as  much  time 
and  careful  attention,  as  his  paying  patients.  Always  patient,  with  a  calm- 
ness and  quietness  that  is  only  that  of  a  true  doctor,  he  makes  that  fright- 
ened little  bit  of  humanity  forget  the  awfulness  of  that  just-experienced  first 
elevator  ride,  or  how  scared  he  felt  as  he  sat  in  the  midst  of  that  crowded 
waiting-room. 

This  is  all  because  Dr.  Rush  is  more  than  just  an  outstanding  oculist- 
he  is  a  real  friend  to  humanity.  He  does  more  than  just  examine  the  eyes, 
prescribe  glasses,  and  operate.  He  gives  to  each  of  his  patients  a  new  hope 
found  in  the  peace  of  his  office;  a  new  courage  in  the  kind  interest  he  has 
shown  toward  the  individual.  To  truly  appreciate  just  how  much  good 
Dr.  Rush  does  in  his  work  is  to  watch  the  happy  faces  of  the  patients  as  they 
leave  his  office.  He  has  not  only  given  them  glasses,  but  also  a  new  attitude 
with  which  to  see  life  more  clearly. 


A  THOUGHT 

"A  life  spent  worthily  should  be  measured  by  a  nobler  line, — by  deeds, 
not  years."- — Sheridan. 
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DAUPHIN  COUNTY  BRANCH 

INDEPENDENCE 

By  Elizabeth  L.  Hutchinson, 
Supervisor  of  Industries,  State  Council  for  the  Blind 

YOU  have  before  you  a  picture  of  Mr.  Clarence  Baker,  his  dog  guide, 
Fleur,  and  his  factory  stand,  which  illustrates  the  realization  of  an  idea 
which  had  its  inception  eight  months  ago. 

Mr.  Baker  had  al- 
ways been  able  to 
support  his  family  of 
seven  children  suc- 
cessfully and  had  been 
quite  independent  of 
any  help  from  social 
agencies  until  three 
years  ago  when  he 
suddenly  lost  his 
sight.  He  was  forty 
years  old.  He  did  not 
give  up  and  say,  "I 
am  blind  and  can  do 
nothing,"  but  instead 
he  communicated 
with  the  Dauphin 
County  Branch  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Asso- 
ciation for  the  Blind 
and  asked  for  work. 
He  was  brought  into 
the  Workshop  and 
taught  chair-caning 
and  worked  there  as 
often  and  as  steadily 
as  there  was  work  for 
him  to  do. 


Mr.  Baker  and  "Fleur" 


Naturally,  because  he  had  a  large  family  to  support,  it  had  not  been  pos- 
sible for  him  to  save  very  much  money;  and  because  there  was  a  scarcity  of 
chair-caning,  it  was  necessary  to  supplement  his  earnings  with  money  from 
the  Welfare  Federation. 

This  plan  continued  over  a  period  of  three  years,  during  which  time 
Mr.  Baker  displayed  spunk,  not  only  in  his  desire  and  ability  to  work,  but 
in  his  life  with  his  family  and  in  his  efforts  to  "carry  on"  as  he  had  done 
before  his  loss  of  sight. 

At  the  end  of  this  time,  it  was  realized  that  an  effort  should  be  made  to 
secure  remunerative  work  for  him  outside  of  the  Association,  and  so  it  was 
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that  eight  months  ago  the  Superintendent  of  the  Branch  came  to  the  Council 
for  the  Blind  to  discuss  possibilities  for  the  employment  of  Mr.  Baker. 

Taking  everything  into  consideration,  it  was  thought  that  he  might 
make  a  good  stand  operator — but  there  were  many  complications.  If  he 
did  meet  the  necessary  qualifications  required  to  successfully  operate  a 
stand,  where  could  a  location  be  secured;  who  could  serve  as  his  guide  every 
day;  who  would  finance  the  equipment  and  initial  stock? 

While  we  were  trying  to  work  these  things  through  the  way  was  opened. 
Four  days  before  the  opening  of  a  class  for  dog  guides  at  the  Seeing  Eye, 
Inc.,  Morristown,  New  Jersey,  a  Pennsylvania  applicant  found  it  impos- 
sible to  attend.  The  Council  was  notified  and  given  the  opportunity  to 
place  another  Pennsylvanian,  if  possible.  Mr.  Baker  was  near  at  hand  and 
was  given  the  opportunity,  which  he  accepted.  From  then  on  the  story  has 
progressed  by  leaps  and  bounds. 

While  he  was  in  training  for  his  dog,  a  stand  location  was  secured  by  a 
representative  of  the  Council  in  the  factory  where  Mr.  Baker  had  been  em- 
ployed before  his  loss  of  sight,  and  money  was  advanced  by  the  Welfare 
Federation  to  the  Branch  for  the  payment  of  the  stand  equipment  and 
stock.  This  was  a  loan  and  will  be  paid  back  by  Mr.  Baker.  On  January  2, 
the  new  "operator"  opened  his  stand  and  a  member  of  the  Council  staff 
stayed  with  him  for  several  days  and  trained  him  in  "stand  operation." 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  there  are  no  less  than  four  social  agencies 
represented  in  this  story,  and  each  one  is  responsible  for  a  definite  step  in  the 
fulfilment  of  the  plan.  The  Dauphin  County  Branch  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Association  for  the  Blind  realized  the  man's  possibilities  and  was  ready  to 
cooperate.  The  State  Council  for  the  Blind  made  the  suggestions,  secured 
the  location  and  will  supervise  regularly.  The  Welfare  Federation  advanced 
the  money  with  which  to  start  the  project.  The  Seeing  Eye  gave  him  his 
independence  through  his  guide  dog. 

The  story  is  not  ended,  because  Mr.  Baker's  stand  is  outgrowing  its 
limited  original  quarters  and  plans  are  being  considered  whereby  the  space 
may  be  enlarged.  Mr.  Baker's  attitude  and  cooperation  have  been  of  the 
best,  and  he  is  beginning  to  talk  of  the  clerk  that  he  will  soon  have  to  employ. 


LANCASTER  BRANCH 

By  Eliza  S.  Paine,  Superintendent 

AT  THE  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Lancaster 
County  Branch,  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  foi  the  Blind,  Mr. 
Milton  Michaelis  was  elected  President  for  the  eighth  consecutive  term. 
Other  officers,  elected  to  serve  with  him,  are  Mr.  H.  E.  Gress,  First  Vice 
President,  Mr.  G.  I.  Lyons,  Second  Vice  President,  Mr.  P.  E.  Gutfleisch, 
Treasurer,  and  Dr.  Louis  Nightingale,  Secretary. 

AT  the  present  time,  the  Branch  is  busy  preparing  for  its  Third  Edu- 
cational Week  foi  the  Blind.    Previously,  these  Weeks  were  conducted 
through  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  under  the  leadership  of 
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Mrs.  Ida  Hirst-Gifford.  This  year,  however,  the  women  in  the  community 
have  organized,  and  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  I.  M.  Shane,  a  member  of 
the  Branch  Board  of  Directors,  a  most  economic  program  has  been  outlined. 
Every  woman  is  working  toward  making  this  Week  for  the  Blind  one  of  the 
biggest  and  most  successful  displays  ever  made  to  educate  the  people  of 
Lancaster  County  what  the  blind  people  of  this  community  can  do  when 
given  the  opportunity. 


NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY  BRANCH 

Report  to  the  Board  of  Directors,  March  6,  1934 
By  Walter  C.  Ruthhart,  Retiring  Chairman 

OUR  organization  came  into  being  on  June  15,  1928,  at  a  meeting  held 
in  the  Nazareth  Y.  M.  C.  A.  A  number  of  the  Directors  elected  at  that 
meeting  are  still  actively  interested  as  members  of  our  Board  at  the  present 
time.  The  actual  forming  of  our  County  organization  culminated  about 
six  months  of  preliminary  work  which  was  done  principally  by  representa- 
tives of  the  six  Lions  Clubs  of  the  County. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  our  first  budget  was  $1,800,  made  up  as 
follows:  Bethlehem  Lions  Club,  $500;  Easton  Lions  Club,  $400;  Nazareth 
Lions  Club,  $300;  Hellertown  Lions  Club,  $200;  Bath  Lions  Club,  $100; 
and  State  allotment  from  the  parent  Association,  $300. 

Mr.  H.  R.  Latimer,  Executive  Secretary,  of  the  Pennsylvania  Associa- 
tion for  the  Blind,  together  with  Mrs.  Mary  Dranga  Campbell,  wrho  was  at 
that  time  head  of  the  State  Council  for  the  Blind,  of  the  Department  of 
Welfare,  were  also  present  at  the  meeting.  They  both  had  been  in  frequent 
contact  with  us  at  the  preliminary  meetings,  and  had  given  us  excellent 
advice.  The  present  incumbents  in  the  offices  of  President,  Secretary,  and 
Treasurer  have  all  served  continuously  since  the  start  of  the  organization. 
Our  active  work  got  under  way  with  the  election  of  Miss  Pearl  Grant,  as 
Supervisor,  on  September  15,  1928.  Miss  Grant  served  until  July  1,  1932, 
when  her  health  was  such  that  she  was  no  longer  able  to  carry  on.  In  that 
time  she  did  some  very  excellent  work. 

It  wras  originally  the  intention  to  form  one  organization  comprising  both 
Lehigh  and  Northampton  Counties.  In  fact,  representatives  of  the  Allen- 
town  Lions  Club  had  sat  in  wdth  the  Northampton  County  Lions  Club 
representatives,  looking  to  that  end.  Howevei ,  it  wras  felt  best,  after  giving 
the  matter  careful  consideration,  to  organize  individual  County  organiza- 
tions, but  with  the  understanding  that  Northampton  County  would  include 
that  part  of  Bethlehem  lying  in  Lehigh  County,  together  with  Fountain  Hill, 
which  is  also  a  part  of  Lehigh  County. 
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Perhaps  the  earliest  activity  in  work  for  the  blind,  leading  up  to  our 
organization,  was  the  survey  of  the  blind  of  Northampton  County  in  De- 
cember 1926,  made  by  Mr.  George  Hackenburg  of  the  State  Council  for  the 
Blind.  Mr.  Hackenburg  listed  one  hundred  twenty-nine  cases  at  that  time. 
The  Lions  Clubs  of  Northampton  County  became  active  in  work  for  the 
blind  in  the  early  part  of  1927.  This  was  part  of  a  movement  through  Lions 
International  which  had  made  as  its  major  activity  the  wTork  for  blind  per- 
sons. Lions  International,  on  April  28,  1928,  put  on  a  coast-to-coast  radio 
broadcast  as  one  of  the  activities  to  arouse  public  interest  in  blind  persons. 

The  Lions  Clubs  of  this  County,  upon  seeing  the  vast  amount  of  good 
that  could  be  done  for  blind  persons,  particularly  children,  felt  that  they 
were  unable  to  deal  adequately  with  the  situation  and  that  a  permanent 
organization,  with  a  full-time  Supervisor,  was  the  proper  solution  to  carry- 
ing on  this  work  in  adequate  fashion.  Hence,  they  were  glad  to  cooperate 
with  Mr.  Latimer  and  Mrs.  Campbell  when  suggestions  were  made  that  we 
should  form  the  Northampton  County  Branch  of  the  Pennsylvania  Associ- 
ation for  the  Blind.  The  Lions  Clubs  further  felt  that  while  they  would 
never  relinquish  interest  in  work  for  the  blind,  nevertheless  it  should  become 
more  and  more  a  community  activity,  and  representative  citizens  of  the 
County  should  be  induced  to  become  interested  and  active  in  this  work, 
with  the  result  that  it  should  become  less  a  Lions  proposition  and  more  a 
community  one. 

The  Pennsylvania  Organization  of  Lions  Clubs,  among  other  things, 
financed  a  trip  of  Henry  E.  Lanius,  of  York,  Pa.,  a  blind  Senator 
of  the  State  Legislature  who  travelled  all  over  the  State,  addressing  school 
children,  workers  in  industrial  plants,  and  citizens  of  the  community  in 
general,  as  a  further  publicity  movement  in  the  blind  work. 

Much  good  work  has  been  done  by  our  Association.  A  few  things  that 
come  to  us  among  many  others  are  the  entertainments  that  were  given  for 
the  blind  persons  at  the  County  Home  near  Nazareth;  a  trip  to  the  Over- 
brook  School  for  the  Blind  by  a  number  of  our  Directors,  wmich  proved  most 
interesting  and  educational;  the  presentation  of  radios  to  several  blind  per- 
sons of  our  community;  and  the  setting  up  of  Joseph  Metzger  in  his  own 
business,  selling  candy  through  candy  vending  machines.  Perhaps  the  most 
outstanding  activity  of  all  was  the  Week  for  the  Blind,  held  during  Decem- 
ber 1931,  when  Helen  Keller  appeared  twice  in  Liberty  High  School,  Beth- 
lehem, before  a  very  large  audience.  The  following  week  a  program  of  sales 
for  the  blind,  and  active  demonstrations  by  the  blind  workers  was  carried 
on  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Ida  Hirst-Gifford.  This,  we  feel,  went  far 
towards  aiding  the  blind  work  of  our  County  and  we  hope  at  some  time  such 
a  week  may  be  carried  on  in  other  communities  in  our  County.  There  were 
many  worthwhile  activities  carried  on  in  addition  to  the  few  just  men- 
tioned, but  lack  of  space  forbids  further  reference  to  them. 
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On  January  1,  1933,  Miss  Anne  Vlachos  assumed  the  superintendency 
of  the  Branch  and  has  carried  on  in  most  excellent  fashion  since  that  time. 

During  the  past  year,  our  finances  have  been  somewhat  of  a  problem. 
For  the  fiscal  year  ending  May  31,  1933,  we  are  operating  on  a  budget  of 
$2,102.75.  Our  outgo  is  exceeding  this  estimated  budget  somewhat,  due  to 
the  very  active  prosecution  of  our  work;  while  our  income  is  a  bit  behind 
the  estimated  figure,  resulting  in  a  tight  financial  situation. 

We  must  realize  that  every  organization  has  had  some  difficulties  in 
financing  itself  in  the  trying  times  we  have  gone  through.  However,  if  we 
may  be  permitted  to  do  so,  we  would  sound  a  note  of  caution  in  further  ex- 
panding activities  until  such  time  as  we  have  income  available  to  pay  for 
such  expansion.  We  do  believe  that  just  as  soon  as  money  can  be  raised 
our  budget  should  be  substantially  increased,  because  there  are  so  many 
activities  which  we  are  unable  to  promote  at  the  present  time  due  to  lack 
of  funds. 

It  is  our  humble  opinion  that  perhaps  the  most  important  thing  we  do 
is  the  help  we  give  the  children  in  seeing  that  they  are  furnished  with  eye 
glasses.  By  assisting  in  getting  children  into  Schools  for  the  Blind,  such  as 
Overbrook  School,  we  do  an  untold  amount  of  good. 

This  report  would  be  incomplete  without  commenting  on  the  very  effi- 
cient work  done  by  Miss  Vlachos  in  the  fourteen  months  she  has  been  our 
Superintendent.  We  feel  she  has  done  an  excellent  job.  Mr.  Burlingame, 
as  the  Secretary  of  our  Branch,  has  been  most  invaluable,  as  has  Mr. 
Bergstresser  in  his  position  as  Treasurer.  Every  member  of  our  Board  has 
been  keenly  interested  in  our  work  and  I  would  like  at  this  time  to  express 
my  very  sincere  appreciation  for  the  opportunity  to  work  with  such  a  splen- 
did group  of  folks. 

Perhaps  one  man  whom  we  have  leaned  on  more  than  any  other  has  been 
our  good  friend,  Mr.  Latimer.  I  am  sorry  that  he  is  not  with  us  tonight,  as 
I  should  like  to  express  to  him  the  very  sincere  regard  in  which  we  all  hold 
him;  and  also  express  to  him  our  very  sincere  appreciation  for  all  the  counsel 
and  advice  he  has  given  us.  Mr.  S.  Mervyn  Sinclair,  Executive  Director  of 
the  State  Council  for  the  Blind,  has  also  been  a  particularly  good  friend  of 
ours. 

I  can  think  of  few  activities  that  match  in  importance  work  for  the 
blind,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  under  the  new  administration  this  work 
will  be  carried  on  even  better  than  it  has  been  so  far.  My  very  best  wishes 
are  extended  to  my  successor  as  well  as  my  pledge  of  support  to  the  best  of 
my  ability. 


PHILADELPHIA  BRANCH 

Treatment  of  the  Blind  in  the  Curative  Workshop  of  the 
Philadelphia  School  of  Occupational  Therapy 

By  Helen  S.  Willard,  Director 

THE  Curative  Workshop,  in  cooperation  with  the  Council  for  the  Blind 
and  any  physicians  or  social  service  organizations,  receives  for  treat- 
ment persons  of  any  age  or  sex  with  either  partial  or  total  loss  of  vision. 
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The  problems  of  the  Shop  are,  therefore,  many  and  varied.  Its  aim  is 
to  develop  confidence  and  to  establish  independence  by  endeavoring  to 
teach  the  individual  that  his  disability  does  not  necessarily  bar  him  from 
the  pursuit  of  an  active,  useful,  happy  life.  Its  purpose  is  to  bridge  the 
Slough  of  Despond  into  which  a  person,  facing  partial  or  complete  blindness, 
may  fall  immediately  upon  the  realization  of  his  condition,  and  to  maintain 
in  him  a  spirit  of  hopefulness  for  the  future  and  a  determination  to  make 
the  most  of  his  remaining  abilities. 

In  the  treatment  of  those  who  have  only  partial  loss  of  vision,  the  prob- 
lem frequently  resolves  itself  into  a  training  of  the  patient  in  eye  hygiene 
and  the  conservation  of  what  sight  he  has.  His  work  is  placed  with  due 
regard  for  proper  lighting  and  the  materials  with  which  he  works  are  coarse 
enough  so  that  they  cannot  cause  strain.  In  every  instance  he  is  encouraged 
to  do  as  much  as  possible  without  using  his  eyes.  His  manual  ability  is 
tested  and  developed  by  the  work  which  he  does  in  order  to  ascertain  his 
capabilities  for  training  or  placement. 

In  some  instances,  through  the  cooperation  of  the  Social  Service  Depart- 
ment of  the  Graduate  Hospital,  patients  have  been  brought  to  the  Curative 
Workshop  immediately  after  having  been  told  by  the  physician  that  they 
would  be  permanently  blind.  Instead  of  being  permitted  to  go  home  and 
settle  down  to  despondency  and  helplessness,  they  are  introduced  to  the 
Shop  and  set  at  once  to  work.  They  are  not  waited  upon,  but  are  helped  to 
orient  themselves  and  to  go  independently  about  the  workroom  gauging 
distances  and  learning  to  avoid  the  dangerous  corners  of  looms,  saws,  work 
benches,  tables  and  chairs.  The  atmosphere  of  the  Shop  is  one  of  cheerful 
industry  and,  in  almost  every  case,  the  patient  reacts  favorably  and  quickly 
fits  into  his  place  as  a  working  member  of  the  group. 

If  necessary,  he  is  taught  good  posture,  how  to  accept  and  use  guidance 
in  walking,  to  note  and  identify  sounds  and  to  utilize  his  other  senses  in  so 
far  as  possible.  In  particular,  his  sense  of  touch  is  cultivated  and  he  is 
taught  to  discover  and  to  correct  his  own  mistakes. 

The  majority  of  the  patients,  when  they  first  enter  the  Shop,  are  given 
basketry,  which  is  an  excellent  gauge  of  their  ability  to  understand  and  fol- 
low directions  and  of  their  sense  of  form;  and  may  be  as  simple  or  as  compli- 
cated as  their  ability  indicates.  From  this  they  are  quickly  graduated  to 
more  practical  types  of  work  such  as  weaving,  various  kinds  of  woodwork, 
sanding,  polishing,  chair  caning,  rush  seating,  braided  rugs,  sewing  by  hand 
or  machine,  knitting  or  crocheting.  Effort  is  made  to  obtain  accuracy  first, 
and  then  speed. 

In  some  cases  of  low  intelligence  or  insensitive  touch,  the  fundamentals 
of  Braille  are  at  first  taught  with  large  pegs,  reducing  to  small  tacks  in  the 
form  of  the  alphabet  on  a  board,  and  so  to  the  actual  Braille  letters.  In 
other  cases  that  have  been  given  Braille  instruction  by  the  Home  Teacher 
for  the  Blind,  practice  is  given  in  the  Shop  where  they  may  use  a  slate  or 
writer.  They  may  learn  to  operate  a  regular  typewriter  and,  if  necessary, 
are  given  practical  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic  so  that  their  academic 
knowledge  is  increased  as  well  as  their  manual  skill. 

Recreation  periods  are  given  in  which  they  may  learn  to  play  checkers 
or  other  games  arranged  on  special  boards.  They  are  encouraged  to  learn 
games  and  exercises  with  which  they  may  occupy  themselves  at  home. 
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Ideally  the  newly  blinded  person  is  treated  by  the  occupational  therapist 
in  the  hospital  where  he  learns  that  there  is  hope  of  his  rehabilitation.  There 
he  is  taught  to  tell  time,  eat,  dress  himself,  get  around  independently,  and 
begin  to  work  with  his  hands,  provided  manual  occupation  is  indicated  for 
him. 

His  treatment  in  the  Shop  following  his  discharge  from  the  hospital 
bridges  the  difficult  period  of  adjustment  necessary  before  he  goes  on  to  an 
industrial  home  or  shop,  to  training  for  a  guide  dog,  for  training  or  placement 
in  industry,  or  independent  occupation,  and  sends  him  into  these  new  activi- 
ties with  habits  of  work  established,  with  confidence  in  himself,  and  with 
knowledge  of  his  abilities  on  the  part  of  those  who  are  assisting  him  back  to 
economic  independence. 


VENANGO  COUNTY  BRANCH 

Miss  Annabel  A.  Carter 

T  T  7^HAT  selfish  human  beings  we  all  are  at  heart !  We  select  a  profession, 
*  *  settle  down  phlegmatically  into  its  daily  routine,  then  depend  upon 
the  stimulus  of  unusual  success  to  spur  us  on  to  greater  activity.  It  seems 
to  make  our  work  more  worth  while  to  have  the  dull  monotony  of  home  calls 
and  investigations  on  permanent  cases  broken — even  if  only  occasionally — 
by  a  new  readjustment,  complete  rehabilitation,  or  a  successful  operation. 
The  Venango  County  Branch  is  pleased  to  report  that  it  has  had  two  such 
operations  in  the  past  six  months,  in  spite  of  the  curtailed  activity  in  the 
field  of  Prevention  of  Blindness,  due  to  its  lack  of  funds. 

Bettie  was  four  years  old  and  suffering  under  the  handicap  of  impaired 
vision,  which  her  parents  believed  to  be  due  to  an  aftermath  of  the  measles. 
As  a  result  of  our  intervention,  howrever,  the  child  wTas  placed  under  the  care 
of  a  competent  ophthalmologist,  who  traced  her  defective  vision  to  Con- 
genital Cataracts  wrhich  were  removed  almost  immediately. 

Russel,  a  chubby,  little  five-year-old  of  another  family,  was  also  suffering 
from  Congenital  Cataracts;  and  his  eyes,  in  addition,  were  badly  crossed. 
He  was  one  of  three  children,  whose  father  has  been  among  the  unemployed 
for  the  past  three  years.  Can't  you  just  visualize  the  happiness  of  both 
parents  in  the  knowledge  that,  following  a  successful  operation  on  their  son's 
eyes  two  months  ago,  he  will  now  be  able  to  enter  public  school  without  a 
visual  handicap! 

It  is  success  of  this  type,  measured  in  the  happiness  it  brings  to  our 
clients,  which  gives  us  the  courage  to  look  ahead  in  times  like  these. 


BROOM   SUPPLIES 

American  Headquarters  for 

CHINA  REEDS 

Cut  and  Natural  Lengths. 

SPLIT  RATTAN 

With  and  without  Bark — all  Lengths. 

SPLIT  BAMBOO— All  Lengths. 

AJAX  FIBRE— AFRICAN  FIBRE 

Two  of  the  toughest  and  best  materials 
produced  in  the  World  for  heavy 
service  Brooms. 

RICE  FIBRE— All  Lengths. 

BROOM  HANDLES 

Maple,  Pine  and  Bamboo — Plain  and 
Colored 

HARDWOOD  BRUSH  RODS 
COLORED  FIRWOOD  TOYS 


Samples  and  complete  details  upon  request. 


GEORGE  H.  MAUS,  Inc. 

AMSTERDAM,  N.  Y. 
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Main  Office 
BOGALUSA,  LOUISIANA 
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We  also  can  furnish  any  kind  of  Hardwood  Handles. 

We  can  make  them  special  sizes  and  shapes  for 

your  exact  requirements — Plain  and  Polished. 


Write  us  Write  now 

CHICAGO  SALES  OFFICE 

128  N.  WELLS  ST. 
E.  C.  Jones,  Vice  President 

PHILADELPHIA  SALES  OFFICE 

6235  JEFFERSON  ST. 

C.  B.  Keeler 


THE 
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Broom  Corn 


ARCOLA,  ILLINOIS 
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PITTSBURGH  BRANCH 

T  T  TE  TAKE  pleasure  in  presenting  the  following  report  in  the  hope  that 
it  may  furnish  inspiration  to  other  service  organizations  in  Pennsyl- 
vania and  elsewhere  to  do  similar  work : 

"The  Committee  on  Work  for  the  Blind,  of  the  Pittsburgh  Section, 
National  Council  of  Jewish  Women,  submit  the  following  annual  report  for 
1933-34:— 

One  book  transcribed  into  Braille  to  be  donated  to  the  Carnegie  Library. 
Fourteen  ladies  participated. 

Two  Adult  Educational  Classes  at  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the 
Blind  assisted  instructresses  seven  half  days  weekly.  Thirteen  ladies 
participated. 

Seven  University  students  referred  by  the  Western  Pennsylvania  School 
for  the  Blind  assisted  with  studies  fifty-two  hours  weekly.  Forty  ladies 
participated  with  atotal  minimum  saving  to  studentsabout$l,050yearly. 

Fifty  old  eye  glass  frames  collected  and  sent  to  the  Out-Patient  Depart- 
ment of  the  Montefiore  Hospital  at  a  saving  of  $1.00  a  pair. 

Approximately  forty  orders  for  dollar  stationery  taken  for  a  blind  girl ; 
and  her  radio  repaired. 

At  three  meetings  held  approximately  seventy  dollars  worth  of  merchan- 
dise made  at  the  Association  for  the  Blind  was  sold. 

The  Linen  Committee  functioned  at  Torrance  House,  the  Blind  Girls' 
Home,  and  a  donation  was  given. 

We  were  instrumental  in  securing  four  Sight-saving  Classes  for  Pitts- 
burgh. 

Over  one  thousand  carpet  balls  cut,  sewed,  and  were  given  to  the  Asso- 
ciation for  the  Blind. 

Donations  were  made  to  the  Palestine  Lighthouse,  National  Society  for 
the  Prevention  of  Blindness,  and  to  the  Reader's  Digest  to  be  used  for  a 
subscription  for  a  blind  person." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Mrs.  Sidney  A.)  Jeannette  B.  Bachman,  Chairman 
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We   manufacture   a  com- 
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Write  for  prices  and  cata- 
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Holgate  Brothers  Co* 

Kane,  Pa. 

A.  E.  CRAIG 

CHARLESTON,  ILLINOIS 

Broom  Corn  Dealer 

In  Illinois  and  Western 
Broom    Corn    in    local 
and  car  load  lots. 

I  have  been  in  the  same 
business  at  the  same  old 
stand  for  over  twenty-five 
years. 
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everything  for    the 
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Specialize  in 
Split  Bamboo,  Split  Rat- 
tan, Reeds  and  Tufrlbre. 

Have    served    the    Trade    for 
many   years    as    a   dependable 
source    of   supply.        Send    us 
your  inquiries. 

CHARLES  H. 
DEMAREST.INC. 

227  WATER  STREET 
NEW  YORK  CITY 
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AMERICAN 
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WILLIAM  HAMILTON  LONG 

TO  OVERCOME  the  handicap  of  a  great  affliction  and  to  become  a  use- 
ful citizen  in  spite  of  seemingly  impassable  hindrances  is  a  personal  tri- 
umph worthy  of  the  highest  praise,  but  to  overcome  the  handicap  of  a  great 
affliction  and  then  make  that  misfortune  the  basis,  the  means,  and  the  in- 
spiration for  a  great  life  work  bringing  blessings  to  many — this  is  an  achieve- 
ment before  which  earth's  greatest  may  well  stand  reverent  and  into  which 
earth's  wisest  may  well  search  for  some  of  life's  deepest  truths.  The  life 
and  work  of  William  Hamilton  Long  is  such  an  achievement,  and  only 
omnipotent  Wisdom  itself  can  know  or  measure  the  amount  of  human  suffer- 
ing that  has  been  relieved  and  the  treasures  of  human  happiness  that  have 
been  bestowed  through  that  life  and  work.  Blind  himself  since  the  age  of 
seven  years,  he  not  only  made  his  own  life  surpassingly  rich,  but  gave  hope, 
happiness,  and  economic  independence  to  many  fellow-sufferers  in  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 

In  the  fullest  sense,  Mr.  Long's  work  grew  out  of,  and  was  dependent 
upon,  his  affliction;  and  in  his  passing,  August  6,  1921,  the  blind  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania  lost  a  great-hearted  friend  and  a  mighty  helper.  Born  in 
Pittsburgh,  October  6,  1875,  he  was  a  son  of  Benjamin  Franklin  and  Mary 
A.  (Hamilton)  Long.  His  father,  who  was  a  contractor  in  this  city,  died  in 
1895.  His  mother  came  from  an  old  Pittsburgh  family,  and  was  a  sister  of 
the  founder  of  the  Samuel  Hamilton  Piano  Company,  one  of  the  first  piano 
dealers  in  Pittsburgh.  A  child  of  seven,  Mr.  Long  had  just  begun  to  attend 
the  Sterritt  Public  School  in  Pittsburgh  when  he  lost  his  sight.  Fortunately, 
his  father  was  able  to  provide  special  training  for  him,  but  the  lack  of  well- 
equipped  and  efficient  institutions  for  the  training  of  the  blind  presented  a 
serious  difficulty.  The  father  studied  the  field  with  painstaking  care,  saw 
the  need  of  better  facilities  and  methods,  and  became  a  charter  incorporator 
of  the  Pennsylvania  School  for  the  Blind,  in  which,  when  he  was  fifteen 
years  of  age,  the  boy,  William  Hamilton  Long,was  the  first  student  enrolled, 
and  from  which  he  graduated  in  1897.  In  addition  to  the  course  taken  in 
this  School,  he  also  took  a  four  years'  Chautauqua  course,  one  of  the  teachers 
in  the  school  doing  all  the  reading  for  him.  Later,  he  was  sent  to  the  Penn- 
sylvania Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,  Philadelphia,  where  he 
learned  piano  tuning.  He  was  unwilling  to  forego  the  independence  of  re- 
munerative employment  because  of  the  lack  of  sight,  and  for  fourteen  years 
tuned  pianos  most  successfully  and  skillfully,  being  also  employed  for  sev- 
eral years  of  that  time  as  instructor  in  piano  tuning  in  the  School  for  the 
Blind — this  instruction  being  given  in  the  evening  after  the  day's  work  was 
completed. 

On  April  3,  1906,  Mr.  Long  married  Cora  Mae  Toy.  Mrs.  Long  is  an 
associate  member  of  the  Progressive  Blind  Woman's  Club  and  has  always 
been  deeply  interested  in  work  for  the  blind. 

In  1910,  Mr.  Long  engaged  in  the  piano  business  for  himself  and  shortly 
after  beginning  that  venture  was  employed  as  director  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Workshop  for  the  Blind,  where  he  had  been  interested  from  the  beginning 
as  a  member  of  its  first  Board  of  Directors.  He  continued  to  act  as  director 
of  the  Workshop  until  1918,  when  he  gave  up  his  piano  business  and  became 


J.  D.  WESTCOTT  &  SON 

UNION  CITY,  PENNSYLVANIA 

Oldest  and  Largest  Manufacturer  of 
Hardwood  Broom  Handles 


The  many  Associations  for  the  Blind 
make  the  kind  of  brooms  on  which 
we  are  proud  to  see  our  handles.  We 
hope  that  WESTCOTT  HANDLES 
contribute  to  some  degree  to  the  high 
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Inquiries  and  orders 
from  Institutions  for 
the  Blind  will  receive 
special  attention. 
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the  Executive  Secretary  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind, 
which  position  he  held  at  the  time  of  his  death.  As  head  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Association  for  the  Blind  in  its  wide-spread  work  for  one  of  the  most 
helpless  groups  in  all  the  social  fabric,  William  Hamilton  Long  achieved 
great  good  for  the  State,  as  well  as  for  the  individual.  In  the  fullest  sense 
of  the  word,  his  work  remains  an  enduring  monument,  an  achievement  to 
which  the  greatest  of  earth's  constructive  workers  may  well  give  honor,  and 
from  wrhich  the  lowliest  may  receive  inspiration. 

Finally,  it  should  be  said  that  the  foundations  of  work  for  the  blind,  so 
far  as  they  find  expression  through  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the 
Blind,  were  so  well  laid  by  Mr.  Long  and  his  associates  as  to  make  possible 
the  larger  development  which  has  taken  place  during  the  past  thirteen  years. 
A  life-size  portrait  of  Mr.  Long,  given  by  the  Social  Service  Committee  and 
other  friends,  hangs  in  the  Board  Room  of  the  Association's  new  building  at 
308  South  Craig  Street,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


WILKES-BARRE  BRANCH 
HIDDEN  TALENT 

By  Walter  J.  Moran,  Field  Worker 

WILFRED  CROSS,  better  known  to  most  of  his  friends  as  Bill,  was 
employed,  until  last  August,  in  the  workshop  of  the  Wilkes-Barre 
Branch,  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind,  as  a  chair  caner  and 
a  mattress  man.  He  was  an  expert  in  both  forms  of  work.  Bill  is  a  graduate 
of  Overbrook  and  is  an  excellent  piano  tuner,  as  well  as  a  good  musician. 
It  seemed  his  lot  to  work  in  the  shop  and  it  looked,  until  last  August,  as  if 

he  would  probably  remain  there  indefi- 
nitely. Then,  through  force  of  circum- 
stances, he  was  thrown  out  of  work.  He 
wondered  for  a  time  just  what  to  do.  Being 
of  an  aggressive  disposition,  intelligent,  and 
full  of  "pep"  and  energy,  he  did  not  wait 
long  to  make  his  decision.  Late  in  the  fall 
he  decided  to  build  up  a  tea,  coffee,  and 
extract  route.  With  the  assistance  of  his 
wife,  who  acted  as  his  guide,  it  did  not  take 
Bill  long  to  get  started.  He  amazed  even 
himself  by  his  ability  to  sell  such  products 
and  his  determination  to  succeed  won  for 
him  the  admiration  of  many  people  in  the 
community. 

Bill's  honest  effort  to  earn  for  himself 
and  his  family  a  real  living  was  called  to 
the  attention  of  The  Seeing  Eye.  This 
organization,  which  has  so  many  times  be- 
fore championed  the  cause  of  those  who  are 
earnest  in  their  endeavors  to  do  their  best, 
was  by  no  means  slow  in  recognizing  Bill's 
mr.  cross  and  "echo"  worthiness.    He  was  given  the  opportunity 
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We  specialize  on  the  needs  of 
the  broom  manufacturers.  Our 
equipment  enables  us  to  offer 
you  the  best  service  at  competive 
prices. 

An  Inquiry  will  be  appreciated. 

THE  KENNEDY  CAR 

LINER  &  BAG  CO. 

SHELBYVILLE,  INDIANA 


Have  Your 


Piano  Tuned  and 
Repaired 


By  a 


Local  Blind  Tuner 


All  Work  Guaranteed 


Pennsylvania  Association 
for  the  Blind 

For  address  of  nearest  Associa- 
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THE  SEER 


to  go  to  Morristown,  N.  J.,  February  last,  to  train  for  a  guide  dog.  Did  he 
accept  the  opportunity?  He  most  certainly  did,  and  on  March  23  returned 
lo  Wilkes-Barre  with  a  newly  found  friend  in  his  guide  dog,  Echo.  Bill  and 
Echo  have  not  permitted  themselves  to  rest  since  their  return  home,  but 
have  gone  forth  with  redoubled  strength  and  confidence  to  conquer  all  ob- 
stacles. Bill  tasted  a  little  of  success  before,  but  he  now  feels  that  he  will  be 
able  to  double  his  earning  power.  The  inconvenience  of  waiting  until  his 
wife's  household  tasks  were  completed  before  they  could  go  to  work  together 
is  no  more.  The  days  are  made  longer  because  he  and  Echo  may  stay  as 
long  as  they  wish  on  the  road.  Bill  has  found  his  place  and  with  his  energy, 
his  personality,  and  last  but  not  least,  with  Echo,  he  is  on  that  path  which 
leads  toward  success,  and  as  a  result  to  more  happy  days  and  years  for  him. 

When  Bill  was  asked  if  he  thought  the  fact  that  he  now  was  the  master 
of  such  a  fine  guide  dog  would  increase  his  sales  ability,  he  said :  "Man  plus 
determination  to  win  equals  unquestionable  success,  and  man  plus  determi- 
nation to  win  with  the  aid  of  a  guide  dog  equals  unquestionable  success  and 
the  joy  of  really  being  able  to  live  again  as  a  sighted  person." 

The  merits  of  the  guide  dog,  the  great  humanitarian  work  which  The 
Seeing  Eye  is  doing,  and  the  various  forms  and  degrees  of  success  which  the 
dog  and  man  teams  are  meeting  throughout  the  entire  country  would  take 
more  space  than  is  here  allotted.  If  we  take  the  first  part  of  Bill's  quota- 
tion, we  are  safe  in  saying  that  it  is  a  rule  which  every  blind  person  can  fol- 
low, and  failure  cannot  and  will  not  come  to  those  who  will  adhere  to  it. 
Determination  comes  from  within.  We  all  have  it  and  we  all  can  show  it  if 
we  will  but  set  out  with  the  idea  that  we  are  going  to  use  that  force  in  some 
socially  useful  manner.     Bill  did  it.    Why  not  more  of  our  blind  people? 


"THE  PERKINS'  GOAT" 

THE  High  School  boys  of  Perkins  Institution  have  founded  a  magazine 
called  "The  Perkins'  Goat."  The  three-fold  purpose  of  this  magazine 
is  to  stimulate  the  progress  of  the  High  School  students,  to  keen  former 
pupils  and  friends  of  Perkins  in  touch  with  the  School's  activities,  and  to 
give  book  reviews  and  selected  lists  of  material  to  aid  Braille  readers. 

This  magazine  is  published  monthly  during  the  school  year,  and  is  edited 
by  John  F.  Nagle.  Other  staff  members  are  Eduard  Vashon,  Clifford 
Williams,  Neil  Pike,  and  William  Cook.  The  subscription  price  is  $1.00  for 
the  year,  or  ten  cents  a  single  copy.  Remittances  should  be  made  to 
Edward  P.  Connelly,  Business  Manager. 

The  Seer  welcomes  "The  Perkins'  Goat"  into  the  circle  of  embossed 
magazines  with  specific  aims,  and  trust  it  will  not  have  to  pay  taxes  "for 
a-bounding  and  a-butting  on  the  king's  highway." 


Make  your  last  Will  and  Testament  in  favor  of 
the  Pennsvlvania  Association  for  the  Blind,  Inc. 
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"OTTER" 
"TIP  TOP" 
"MACCO" 

"LION" 
"VICTOR" 

McCORD  COMPANY 

LOUISVILLE,  KY. 
Write  for  Prices  and  Samples 
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his  issue  of  The  Seer  is  dedicated  to  the 
memory  of  John  Cadwalader,  Jr.,  (1874-1934), 
able  attorney  and  lifelong  friend  of  the  blind 
people.     (See  page  16.) 


"Every  Home  a  Patron  of  Blind  Skill 


>> 


145  Clubs  of  the  State  Federation  of  Pennsylvania  Women, 
brought  us  nearer  to  the  realization  of  this  slogan,  by  holding  sales 
of  blind-made  products  during  the  1932-33  Club  year. 

Information  on*  conducting  these  sales  can  be  obtained  from 
any  Branch  of  the  Association. 

Will  your  club  help  make  this  year  100%  by  arranging  for  a 
sale  in  connection  with  your  program? 

Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind 

308  South  Craig  Street,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

BRANCHES 

Allentown  Harrisburg  Pittsburgh 

Altoona  Johnstown  Reading 

Beaver  Falls  Lancaster  Scranton 

Bethlehem  Oil  City  Wilkes-Barre 

Butler  Philadelphia 


A  New  Deal  for  the  Broom  Manufactures 

NAVAJO  GRASS 

A  Substitute  for  Broomcorn 
More  Durable,  More  Economical  than  Broomcorn 

First  discovered  in  America  by  the  Spanish  Explorer  Coronado 
in  the  year  A.D.  1542. 

First  processed  for  use  in  the  Modern  Broom  by  The  Lins 
Broomcorn  Co.  in  year  F.D.R.  1932. 

All  other  substitutes  offered  the  Trade  heretofore  have  only  a 
resemblance  of  Broomcorn  but  no  wearing  qualities,  while  a 
Navajo  Grass  Broom  sweeps  cleaner,  with  less  effort  and  will 
outwear  an  all  corn  Broom. 

At  present,  you  can  purchase  Navajo  Grass  ready  for  the 
Broom,  in  bale  or  ton  lots  delivered  at  your  station  for  less  money 
than  you  can  purchase  Broomcorn  in  carlots  f.o.b.  the  field. 

For  prices  and  particulars,  write, 

THE  LINS  BROOMCORN  CO. 

TUCUMCARI,  NEW  MEXICO 
P.  O.  BOX  1147 
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WHAT  THE  SEER  SEES 

The  Seer  sees  with  interest  the  coming  meeting  of  the  Eastern  Con- 
ference of  Home  Teachers,  scheduled  for  September  5-7,  inclusive,  at 
the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,  Philadelphia. 
It  is  hoped  that  every  Superintendent  and  Department  Head  of  the  several 
Branches  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind,  who  can  do  so,  will 
attend  at  least  a  portion  of  this  Conference. 

Among  the  Conference  speakers  to  date  are  Dr.  Edward  E.  Allen, 
Perkins  Institution;  Dr.  O.  H.  Burritt,  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the 
Instruction  of  the  Blind;  Mr.  Lewis  H.  Carris,  National  Society  for  the 
Prevention  of  Blindness;  Mrs.  Emma  R.  N.  Delfino,  Philadelphia  Library; 
Mrs.  Cora  Gleason,  Perkins  Institute;  Miss  Ethel  Harvey,  Connecticut; 
Miss  Adelia  M.  Hoyt,  American  Red  Cross;  Mrs.  Isabel  W.  Kennedy, 
Blind  Relief  Fund  of  Philadelphia;  Mr.  H.  R.  Latimer,  Pennsylvania 
Association  for  the  Blind;  Mr.  James  T.  Riddervold,  New  Hampshire 
State  Board  of  Public  Welfare;  Miss  Virginia  Robinson,  Pennsylvania 
School  of  Social  Work;  and  Mr.  Raymond  F.  Tuttle,  New  Jersey 
Commission  for  the  Blind. 

The  Overbrook  School,  on  request  to  Mr.  Stetson  K.  Ryan,  Board  of 
Education  of  the  Blind,  State  Office  Building,  Hartford,  Connecticut,  will 
furnish  hospitality,  including  board  and  rooms,  for  a  nominal  charge  of  $2.00 
a  day.  Dr.  Burritt  and  his  staff  at  the  Overbrook  School  are,  as  well  as 
Miss  Sargent  and  her  assistants  at  the  Pennsylvania  Home  Teaching  Society, 
cooperating  to  make  this  a  helpful  and  memorable  conference. 

The  Seer  sees  in  the  following  letter  from  the  Executive  Secretary  to 
the  several  Branch  Chairmen,  a  promise  of  more  worth  while  oppor- 
tunities for  certain  capable  blind  people  in  Pennsylvania: 
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"You  are  undoubtedly  familiar  with  the  plan  which  has  been  under 
way  since  last  fall  to  interest  the  Federal  Government  in  promoting  the 
employment  of  blind  persons  through  the  operation  of  Concession  Stands 
in  Federal  Buildings. 

"While  these  plans  have  not  yet  materialized  in  concrete  form,  never- 
theless, because  they  placed  the  responsibility  for  supervision  on  State 
Government,  wherever  these  governments  include  an  agency  working 
with  blind  persons,  the  Council  for  the  Blind  has  initiated  in  Pennsylvania 
a  program  for  the  placement  of  blind  persons  in  Stand  Concessions. 

"A  number  of  suitable  concessions  have  been  secured  and  blind  operators 
have  been  placed  in  them,  being  given  the  necessary  assistance  in  learning 
to  manage  efficiently  a  business  enterprise  of  this  sort. 

"In  the  territory  covered  by  your  Branch  of  the  Association  there  are 
also,  undoubtedly,  suitable  locations.  To  bring  the  two  together  is  a  rather 
specialized  form  of  service  and  I  believe  that  you  will  find  the  Council  well 
prepared  to  do  it  for  you  in  a  way  which  will  be  satisfactory  not  only  to 
yourself,  but  also  to  the  community. 

"I  am,  therefore,  bringing  to  your  attention  this  new  service  which  the 
Council  has  to  offer  us  and  suggest  that  if  you  wish  to  take  advantage  of  it, 
you  should  get  in  touch  directly  with  Mr.  S.  Mervyn  Sinclair,  the  Executive 
Director  of  the  Council,  Education  Building,  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania." 

The  Seer  notes  with  keen  satisfaction  the  article  on  page  12  of  this  issue, 
by  Miss  Dorothy  Hosford,  Eye-Medical  Social  Worker  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Branch.  This  article  outlines  clearly  the  Association's  aims  and  ideas 
regarding  a  proper  program  for  the  prevention  of  blindness  and  the  con- 
servation of  vision.  Accordingly,  all  Branch  Directors  and  Superintendents 
are  urged  to  read  what  Miss  Hosford  has  to  say,  to  the  end  that  our  Branches 
may  place  their  prevention  work  on  a  sound  and  comprehensive  basis. 

The  Seer  looks  with  gratification  upon  the  fact  that  by  the  time  this 
issue  reaches  its  readers,  the  first  checks  covering  pensions  to  needy 
blind  people  in  Pennsylvania  will  have  brought  practical  comfort  to  thou- 
sands. The  reader,  of  course,  knows  that  the  Pennsylvania  pension  to 
the  needy  blind  is  no  substitute  for  the  expense  necessary  to  train,  rehabili- 
tate, and  find  employment  for  blind  people  able  and  anxious  to  earn  their 
own  way  in  life.  Definite  plans  are  in  the  forming  to  bring  this  phase  of 
work  for  the  blind  forcibly  and  convincingly  before  the  State  authorities 
responsible  for  the  training,  rehabilitation,  and  employment  of  Pennsyl- 
vania's handicapped  citizens. 

IN  FULL  view  of  The  Seer,  rising  above  the  eastern  horizon,  comes  that 
beautiful  bird,  The  Maryland  Oriole.  The  editor  of  The  Seer,  as  an 
alumnus,  welcomes  the  first  number  of  The  Maryland  Oriole,  an  embossed 
magazine,  written  by  the  students  of  the  Maryland  School  for  the  Blind. 
May  the  Oriole  wing  a  long  and  successful  flight,  giving  The  Red  and  White, 
The  Illuminator,  The  Perkins'  Goat,  and  other  like  "birds"  a  hard  race 
for  the  goal. 
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BEAVER  COUNTY  BRANCH 

By  Adelaide  Sullivan,  Superintendent 

THE  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Beaver  County  Branch  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Association  for  the  Blind  and  the  Beaver  Falls  Lions  Club  with 
the  cooperation  of  the  Women's  Clubs  and  citizens  of  Beaver  County,  held 
a  Tag  Day  for  the  benefit  of  the  local  Branch,  on  Saturday,  June  30,  1934. 
The  proceeds  of  this  drive  are  to  be  used  for  the  prevention  of  blindness  in 
Beaver  County. 

The  Lions  Club  sponsored  the  advertising  for  the  Day,  with  trailers 
in  all  the  local  theaters  announcing  that  Saturday,  June  30,  would  be  Tag 
Day  in  Beaver  County  for  the  benefit  of  the  local  Branch  of  the  Association 
for  the  Blind.  They  also  had  show  cards  in  store  windows,  street  cars,  and 
other  public  places.  Prizes  were  offered  to  the  four  persons  getting  the 
largest  receipts. 

Considering  that  this  was  the  first  Tag  Day  ever  held  by  the  Beaver 
Branch,  that  it  was  late  in  the  year  to  hold  such  a  day,  and  that  the  weather 
was  extremely  hot,  it  was  indeed  a  success. 

PLANS  are  now  being  made  to  start  a  "Revolving  Fund"  in  Beaver 
County  to  purchase  Talking  Books  for  the  Blind.  A  definite  program 
has  not  yet  been  decided  upon.  One  of  our  Directors,  Mr.  C.  H.  Beegle, 
is  buying  a  Talking  Book  to  be  used  in  the  Association's  Office  for  the 
entertainment  of  the  workers  and  to  demonstrate  the  book  to  the  public 
during  the  campaign  to  secure  this  "Fund." 

THE  Beaver  County  Branch  has  entered  upon  a  contract  with  the 
Automatic  Canteen  Company  of  Pittsburgh.  The  Canteen  Company 
agrees  to  install  and  satisfactorily  operate  and  maintain  vending  machines 
which  will  dispense  standard,  full-sizes,  full  weight,  advertised  five-cent 
candy  bars,  confections,  nuts,  or  gum.  The  Beaver  County  Branch  agrees 
to  solicit  and  obtain  suitable  locations  for  the  installation  of  the  vending 
machines  and  to  lend  its  name  and  all  possible  cooperation  that  will  aid 
in  the  successful  operation  of  these  machines.  The  Canteen  Company,  in 
turn,  agrees  to  pay  the  Beaver  County  Branch  ten  per  cent  of  the  gross 
receipts  from  the  vending  machines  operated  under  the  Branch  name — the 
payments  to  be  made  monthly.  It  is  believed  that  with  a  little  effort  on 
our  part,  we  can  secure  locations  for  placements.  We  hope  to  report  the 
success  of  this  business  in  the  next  issue  of  The  Seer. 


CAMBRIA  COUNTY  BRANCH 

By  Helen  Fox,  Superintendent 

NETTIE  MAE  came  in  to  the  office  of  the  Association  for  the  Blind  in 
April,  1933.  She  was  a  frightened  little  girl  of  five  years.  A  case  of 
persistent  strabismus,  together  with  floating  opacities  in  the  retina.  She 
seemed  to  find  refuge  in  the  welcome  hand  of  the  worker  for  the  blind,  and 
that  minute  a  friendship,  faithful  and  strong,  took  place.    She  was  sent  to 


AUGUST,  1934 


Dr.  C.  C.  Rush,  whose  treatments  improved  her  vision  considerably.  In 
September  of  the  same  year,  this  little  girl  was  placed  in  the  kindergarten 
division  of  the  Johnstown  Braille  Class,  which  is  supervised  by  Miss  Jean 
Porterfield.  The  child,  a  little  ragged  and  forlorn  creature,  touched  the 
hearts  of  all  who  saw  her.  Through  the  interest  of  the  Presbyterian  Sunday 
School  Class,  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  Mary  Jane  Porterfield  and  Mrs. 
Ada  Shushman,  Nettie  Mae  was  given  a  complete  outfit  of  clothing.  The 
Association  for  the  Blind  furnished  the  material  and  the  Sunday  School 
Class  made  the  articles.  In  an  intelligence  test  Nettie  Mae  has  shown  an 
advancement  of  two  years  over  her  chronological  age.  The  generosity  of 
the  women  has  extended  not  only  to  Nettie  Mae,  but  also  to  Gloria,  who 
is  to  enter  Polk  State  School  in  August.  Gloria  is  seven  years  old,  and  she 
has  been  given  every  possible  treatment,  but  we  have  been  unable  to 
improve  either  her  mental  or  eye  condition.  We  wish  to  extend  to  the 
ladies  of  the  Moxham  Presbyterian  Sunday  School  Class,  our  gratitude 
and  appreciation  for  their  kindness  and  generous  services. 

IT  IS  with  pride  that  the  Association  for  the  Blind  observes  the  achieve- 
ments of  Catherine  Beas,  a  pupil  of  the  Johnstown  Braille  Class. 
Catherine  was  graduated  from  the  Joseph  Johns  Junior  High  School  with 
highest  honors  in  a  class  of  nearly  three  hundred  pupils.  Too  much  praise 
cannot  be  given  to  Catherine,  as  she  is  a  very  diligent  worker,  and  very 
frequently  arose  unusually  early  to  go  to  her  classroom  to  prepare  her  work. 
Since  Catherine  entered  the  Johnstown  Braille  Class  her  eyes  have  improved 
so  much  that  it  is  hoped  in  time  she  will  have  perfect  vision.  She  took  part 
in  all  school  activities  and  served  on  every  committee. 

THE  Health  Committee  of  the  Council  of  Social  Agencies,  of  which  the 
Cambria  County  Branch  is  a  member,  has  become  greatly  interested  in 
the  eye  conditions  in  the  County.  We  are  placing  special  emphasis  on  the 
eyes  of  the  boys  and  girls  in  school,  but  not  forgetting  the  men  and  women 
who  are  suffering  from  seriously  impaired  vision.  At  the  present  time, 
there  are  five  hundred  persons  on  our  list  who  are  suffering  from  some  sort 
of  eye  trouble.  While  we  are  moving  these  people  from  the  list  as  fast  as 
we  can,  we  are  depending  on  the  receipts  of  the  Sunday  Benefit  Shows  to 
help  us  a  great  deal.  It  is  imperative  that  this  work  be  done,  and  the  only 
agency  in  Cambria  County  interested  in  eye  care  and  the  prevention  of 
blindness  is  the  Association  for  the  Blind. 


DAUPHIN  COUNTY  BRANCH 

By  Kathryn  Harlacher,  Acting  Superintendent 

ON  APRIL  4,   Mrs.   Ida  Hirst-Gifford,   Field    Representative  of  the 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  came  to  Harrisburg  to  demon- 
strate the  "Talking  Book." 

Mrs.  Gifford  met  with  the  Ladies'  Auxiliary  of  the  Dauphin  County 
Branch  on  April  11,  and  demonstrated  the  "Book"  to  them.  She  asked  the 
Auxiliary  if  they  would  be  responsible  for  this  district's  quota  of  ten  machines. 
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The  President,  Mrs.  C.  R.  Phillips,  asked  for  a  motion,  and  it  was  imme- 
diately moved  and  seconded,  that  the  Auxiliary  be  responsible  for  procuring 
the  quota.  As  the  Auxiliary  is  composed  of  ladies  representing  different 
church  denominations,  the  different  groups  began  to  plan  how  they  could 
raise  sufficient  money  to  purchase  one  of  the  machines,  so  that  it  wrould  not 
be  necessary  to  take  all  of  the  money  for  the  ten  machines  from  the  Auxiliary 
Fund.  Two  different  Catholic  groups  agreed  to  purchase  one  machine  each. 
One  Baptist  and  one  Jewish  organization  are  each  raising  money  to  pur- 
chase one  machine.  Individuals  have  also  contributed  toward  purchasing 
two  more  machines. 

In  the  meantime,  Mrs.  Gifford  and  Mrs.  L.  J.  Johnson,  Chairman  of  the 
"Talking  Book"  Committee  of  this  district,  have  demonstrated  the  machine 
to  groups  of  blind  persons  as  well  as  to  individuals.  The  blind  people  of 
this  district  are  all  eager  to  borrow  one  of  the  "Talking  Books." 

To  date  we  have  received  four  machines  and  four  more  are  on  order. 
It  looks  as  though  we  will  soon  have  our  quota  and  a  few  extra  ones. 


LACKAWANNA  COUNTY  BRANCH 

OUTSTANDING  among  the  many  pleasant  occasions  held  for  the  blind 
folk  of  this  community  is  the  annual  picnic  sponsored  by  the  Lions 
Club  of  Scranton.  This  year  on  June  13,  the  affair  was  again  held  at 
"Pen-y-Bryn,"  the  estate  of  Colonel  and  Mrs.  L.  A.  Watres,  on  Elmhurst 
Boulevard.  Transportation  to  and  from  the  delightful  grove  was  provided 
by  members  of  the  Lions  Club  and  other  friends. 

More  than  one  hundred  and  forty  blind  persons  and  their  guides,  enjoyed 
the  hospitality  extended  to  them.  The  day  was  delightful  in  every  respect 
and  a  program  of  entertainment  of  several  hours'  duration  was  presented. 
The  participants  included  the  Salvation  Army  Band,  Mr.  Con  McCole, 
Wilkes-Barre's  humorist,  the  Rev.  T.  Teifren  Richards  of  this  city,  and 
Mr.  D.  W.  Weist,  Executive  Director  of  the  Community  Chest,  of  which 
the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind  is  a  member  agency.  Colonel 
Watres  presided  as  Chairman  for  the  program  and  later  in  the  afternoon 
presented  Mrs.  Watres  to  the  guests. 

Luncheon  was  served  at  noon  by  a  committee  of  eighteen  women,  wives 
of  members  of  the  Lions  Club,  following  which  the  guests  were  invited  to 
an  organ  recital  in  the  Watres'  home.  Mr.  I.  E.  Oppenheim,  who  each 
year  affords  the  Lions  Club  the  facilities  of  the  Scranton  Dry  Goods  Com- 
pany for  Blind  W7eek  activities,  also  spoke  interestingly  to  the  guests. 

During  the  past  year,  the  Association  has  had  three  complete  sight 
restorations  and  seventy-four  improved  cases.  Among  the  guests  were 
Mrs.  Esther  Swartz  and  Mr.  Russell  Bishop,  both  of  whom  received  their 
sight  during  the  year. 

Mrs.  Mary  M.  Gunster,  who  has  been  associated  with  the  local  Branch 
for  sixteen  years,  assisted  the  general  committee  with  the  arrangements. 
This  Committee  included  Messrs.  P.  Anthony  Sweet,  C.  C.  Ferber,  Robert 
Coglizer  and  Vandling  D.  Rose,  all  members  of  the  Board  of  the  Lacka- 
wanna County  Branch  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind. 
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LANCASTER  COUNTY  BRANCH 

THE  Lancaster  County  Branch  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the 
Blind,  during  the  summer  months,  has  inaugurated  a  mixed  chorus  of 
its  blind  men  and  women  to  broadcast  over  a  local  radio  station  for  fifteen 
minutes  each  Friday  night.  The  broadcast  has  consisted  of  a  varied  musical 
program,  together  with  an  announcement  regarding  the  local  Branch  and 
the  many  blind-made  articles  for  sale  at  the  Branch  Headquarters.  This 
activity  has  accomplished  a  two-fold  advantage — giving  our  Lancaster 
Branch  an  advertising  outlet  and  a  pleasing  innovation  for  the  chorus. 


LEHIGH  COUNTY  BRANCH 
AS  I  SEE  IT 

By  George  E.  Ward,  Superintendent 

WE  HAVE,  during  the  past  several  months,  started  one  blind  man  in 
business;  restored,  after  two  years  of  effort,  the  sight,  up  to  fifty  per 
cent  in  the  right  eye,  of  one  woman;  and  made  final  arrangements  for  the 
securing  of  another  guide  dog  for  one  of  our  local  blind,  and  shall,  therefore, 
expect  much  in  the  way  of  increasing  our  sales  of  blind-made  articles. 
While  we  have  been  doing  these  rather  work-a-day  things,  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  time  has  come  for  an  open  and  honest  opinion  on  the  pension  ques- 
tion to  be  stated  fearlessly  by  a  few  of  our  thoughtful  blind  people. 

It  seems  to  me  that  while  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  pension  law 
in  itself  will  render  a  service  to  blind  persons  in  Pennsylvania,  which  our 
organization  could  never  hope  to  do  because  of  lack  of  funds  and  facilities, 
there  is  a  danger  that  the  progress  which  has  been  made  by  the  blind  in  their 
effort  to  get  away  from  the  cup  and  the  cane  may  be  seriously  undermined. 

There  is  in  certain  quarters  a  small  minority  who  feel  that  a  pension  of 
thirty  dollars  a  month  given  to  all  blind  people  will  solve  once  and  for  all 
our  intricate  and  individual  problems.  A  program  with  this  as  its  ultimate 
objective  would  place  all  blind  people  very  definitely  on  the  basis  of  thirty 
dollars  a  month,  from  which  they  could  scarcely  ever  hope  to  disentangle 
themselves.  The  economic  status  would  be  fixed  for  all  time,  the  standard 
of  living  would  be  set,  and  set  as  low  as  possible,  and  every  blind  person 
who  holds  any  principles  worthy  of  consideration,  any  ambition  or  desire 
to  better  his  lot  needs  must  groan  under  such  a  burden. 

As  I  see  it  the  time  has  come  for  all  workers  for  the  blind  and 
friends  of  our  cause  to  explain,  to  all  those  who  will  listen,  that  the  so-called 
pension  for  the  blind  does  not  signify  that  we  are  reduced  to  a  maximum 
income  of  thirty  dollars  a  month,  and  that  by  law,  we  are  not  bound  to  a 
standard  of  existence  dependent  on  that  income. 

NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY  BRANCH 
WHAT  I  SAID  TO  THE  LIONS 

By  Anne  Vlachos,  Superintendent 

THE  occasion  was  one  of  those  hale,  hearty,  and  generously  minded 
gatherings  of  the  clan,  and  they  had  invited  six  of  our  blind  to  luncheon 
and  to  be  the  recipients  of  six  gleaming  white  canes. 
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Our  bed  here  in  Northampton  County  is  not  entirely  made  of  roses. 
We  are  having  a  difficult  time  getting  from  the  public  the  support  we  need, 
if  the  blind  are  to  be  directly  benefited. 

1  began  my  "speech"  by  asking  the  Lions  if  any  of  them  had  heard  the 
story  of  the  two  engines  in  the  railroad  yard.  A  heavy  load  of  freight  was 
to  be  hauled  up  over  a  high  hill.  A  large  engine  and  a  small  one  were  stand- 
ing side  by  side  awaiting  orders.  The  coupler  chose  the  smaller  one  for  the 
job.  Its  little  sides  shook  at  the  thought  of  what  lay  ahead.  It  was  made 
to  feel  none  the  better  when  the  engineer  started  to  back  it  out  of  the  rail- 
road yard  and  the  big  locomotive  hissed,  snorted,  and  chuckled:  "Hey, 
you're  too  little  for  that  pull.  It  can't  be  done!"  The  little  fellow  did  not 
like  that  very  much,  but  it  kept  its  mouth  shut,  especially  as  it  was  being 
stuffed  with  coal. 

Puffing,  groaning  and  coughing,  it  finally  began  the  pull  up  the  hill. 
Chug,  chug,  chug,  chug,  it  sputtered  and  strained.  A  rhythm  started  in 
its  glowing  heart:  "I  think  I  can,  I  think  I  can,  I  think  I  can."  Up  the 
hill  it  went,  to  be  sure  a  little  more  slowly  as  it  neared  the  top.  With  a  last 
heave  that  seemed  to  strain  its  ribs  to  the  breaking  point,  the  high  hill  was 
scaled  and  the  downward  run  began.  Now  the  rhythm  quickened — and 
the  words  that  had  been  singing  in  the  little  chap's  heart  changed  to  "I 
thought  I  could,  I  thought  I  could,  I  thought  I  could,"  faster  and  faster  as 
the  machinery  gathered  speed ;  and  when  the  little  locomotive  came  stream- 
ing into  the  freight  yard,  there  was  a  merry  clatter  about  the  arrival,  a 
justifiable  pride  in  accomplishment. 

This  is  not  my  story.  It  was  used  years  ago  by  a  great  and  powerful 
man,  Reverend  Russell  H.  Conwell,  whose  philosphy  of  life,  in  part,  was: 
"If  you  want  to  do  things,  look  for  opportunity,  and  if  you  want  to  find 
opportunity,  look  about  you,  for  it  is  everywhere."  His  life  is  well  known, 
it  is  that  of  a  man  of  dreams  and  visions  come  true.  He  built  one  of  the 
largest  universities  in  the  United  States — having  started  his  work  in  a  small 
back  room  with  a  half  dozen  eager  young  students.  I  had  the  privilege  to 
work  with  this  man  for  almost  ten  years  and  I  learned  to  know  what  he 
meant  wrhen  he  said  a  thing  had  to  be  done. 

After  telling  the  Lions  this  story,  I  said  to  them  that  they  and  the 
blind  people  in  Northampton  County,  the  Woman's  Auxiliary,  and  our- 
selves had  a  job  or  two  ahead  of  us.  The  first  is  that  we  build  up  public 
opinion.  It  is  nice  enough  to  hear  encouraging  things  said  by  those  who 
already  are  our  friends,  but  it  is  another  matter  to  stir  interest  in  the  breast 
of  the  innocent  bystander,  who  wants  to  be  only  innocent.  How  to  go 
about  this?  Two  ways  are  most  important,  it  would  seem.  The  first  is  that 
we  talk!  We  must  talk  about  what  we  do  for  children  who  are  blind  or 
threatened  with  blindness,  or  who  cannot  keep  up  with  the  public  school 
curriculum  because  of  inadequate  vision ;  about  the  young  people  who  want 
higher  education  in  colleges  and  universities;  the  women  who  ask  for 
occupation  at  home;  and  the  men  who  seek  opportunity  for  developing  new 
skills,  new  abilities  that  may  be  turned  into  earning  power. 

We  can  also  talk  about  the  sales  of  blind-made  goods  that  are  to  be 
held,  and  about  the  busy,  busy  big  shop  in  Pittsburgh  where  men  and  women 
do  unbelievable  things.  We  can  talk  about  getting  together  now  and  then 
and  enjoying  one  another's  company  and  wit.  Finally,  we  must  talk  about 
our  unfulfilled  ambitions,  surely  to  be  attained  if  our  various  communities 
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will  catch  the  vision  of  working  together  with  the  blind  men  and  women 
instead  of  looking  on  from  a  safe  distance. 

That  is  one  way  of  cultivating  public  approval.  The  second  is  that  old 
and  effective  one — the  "See  for  yourself"  method.  The  Educational  Week 
for  the  Blind  gives  the  public  a  good  sturdy  jolt  now  and  then.  It  is  our 
job  to  see  that  the  effect  of  the  jolt  does  not  wear  off  during  the  time  that 
follows  the  Week.  The  Dauphin  County  Auxiliary  seems  to  me  to  open  to 
the  blind  the  opportunity  that  is  most  telling.  They  keep  at  the  job,  and 
they  see  to  it  that  everybody  keeps  at  it.  There  is  sound  psychology  in  this, 
too,  for  our  moods  are  many,  our  human  differences  of  untold  number,  and 
what  strikes  one  person  one  moment,  leaves  another  cold.  The  net,  there- 
fore, must  be  thrown  out  from  all  directions  of  the  boat,  if  the  catch  is  to 
be  representative  of  what  the  sea  holds. 

And  so  I  said  to  the  Lions  that  they  are  avowedly  the  blind  man's  friends, 
but  that  there  must  be  no  periodic  interest  and  periodic  forgetfulness.  It  is 
largely  up  to  them  to  hammer  away  at  public  opinion  until  those  who  hold 
the  purse  strings  of  all  social  service  efforts  (in  "Chested"  cities)  are  made 
to  see  that  nothing  better  can  be  done  for  the  blind  man  than  the  investing 
of  money  in  projects  that  mean  opportunity  for  independent  work  and 
earnings  by  him.  If  this  work  of  our  Association  deserves  recognition  (as 
apparently  it  does),  it  should  be  dignified  by  adequate  support  from  the 
public  through  the  agency  charged  with  the  allocation  of  community  funds. 

Then,  of  course,  I  told  the  Lions  that  we  need  a  full  time  teacher  of 
handwork.  Someone  who  will  be  on  his  or  her  toes  to  bring  new  ideas  into 
the  work,  who  can  organize  a  chain  of  small  sales  and  throw  one  whopping 
big  one  once  a  year;  someone  who  can  devote  all  of  his  available  time  to 
the  proper  preparation  of  blind-made  goods,  so  that  they  will  be  acceptable 
to  the  public  and  bring  money  into  the  pockets  of  our  blind  friends. 

I  ended  by  saying  to  those  roaring  Lions  that  I  knew  I  had  no  voice  in 
their  decisions,  but  that  I  hoped  they  would  take  these  few  thoughts  into 
their  council  chamber  and  see  what  they  could  do  with  them.  Surely  and 
firmly  the  Lions  stood  at  the  gates  when  the  work  for  and  with  the  blind 
was  organized  in  Northampton  County.  I  cannot  think  of  these  gates 
opening  into  future  progress  without  those  same  Lions,  steadfastly  at  their 
post. 


PITTSBURGH  BRANCH'S  SIGHT  SAVING  ACTIVITIES 

By  Dorothy  Hosford,  Eye-Medical  Social  Worker 

VISION  testing  of  the  pre-school  child  makes  possible  the  early  detection 
which  is  so  essential  in  conserving  vision.  The  Prevention  of  Blindness 
Department  of  the  Pittsburgh  Branch  has  carried  on  vision  testing  of  the 
pre-school  child  in  connection  with  the  Parent-Teachers'  Association  spring 
round-ups — the  examination  of  children  who  will  enter  school  in  the  fall; 
and  also  in  connection  with  the  Allegheny  Child  Health  Survey — the  survey 
of  children  two  to  six  years  of  age  of  families  on  relief.  Vision  testing  was 
done  as  a  part  of  the  examination  sponsored  by  the  Parent-Teachers  in 
Imperial,  Sandiago,  Clinton,  Finley  Township,  Champion,  the  Quail 
School  in  Ross  Township,  the  Moore  and  Elroy  Schools  in  Brentwood,  the 
Oakdale  and  Highland  Schools  in  West  View,  the  Third  Ward  School  in 
Crafton,  and  the  Kelton  School  in  Dormont.    In  Pitcairn  at  the  Sixth  Street 
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School  and  the  Agatha  Street  School,  and  in  Wilmerding  at  the  Westing- 
house  and  Gottwald  Schools,  the  examinations  were  conducted  under  the 
auspices  of  the  School  nurse.  In  connection  with  the  Emergency  Child 
Health  Survey,  our  Prevention  of  Blindness  Department  participated  in  a 
number  of  the  examinations  within  Pittsburgh  and  in  the  County. 

It  has  been  felt  that  we  should  be  responsible  for  the  incorporation  of 
sight-saving  material  into  the  teaching  of  hygiene  in  the  schools.  A  begin- 
ning was  made  in  the  Electric  Plan  School  in  Turtle  Creek  where  material 
was  incorporated  into  the  Hygiene  Course  and  posters  were  made  emphasiz- 
ing some  phase  of  sight  saving.  It  is  hoped  that  this  part  of  the  program 
may  be  definitely  developed  during  the  next  year. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  School  Board  of  one  of  the  Boroughs,  the  error  of 
regarding  glasses  as  the  end  of  eye  care  was  presented  and  emphasis  was 
placed  on  the  need  of  careful  follow-up  of  progressive  cases  and  of  those  cases 
with  visual  impairment,  despite  correction. 

The  Prevention  Department  is  supervising  a  project  being  carried  on 
by  the  Allegheny  Valley  Junior  Women's  Club  of  Tarentum.  This  Club 
has  assumed  responsibility  for  securing  the  needed  eye  care  for  those  children 
who  were  found  to  have  some  eye  defects  at  the  time  of  an  examination 
made  by  the  State  Department  of  Public  Welfare  Physicians  in  a  study  of 
pre-school  children  of  families  on  relief.  They  have  been  responsible  for 
taking  the  children  to  and  from  the  doctor's  office  and  for  supplying  glasses 
when  necessary. 

The  most  interesting  development  in  the  work  of  the  Prevention  of 
Blindness  Department  has  been  our  relationship  with  the  Allegheny  County 
Emergency  Relief  Board.  Although  provision  was  made  by  the  State  for 
medical  care,  there  was  no  provision  for  eye  care  or  for  procuring  glasses  for 
any  member  of  a  family  on  relief,  with  the  exception  of  the  head  of  the 
family  who  could  receive  eye  care  and  glasses  if  he  had  the  promise  of  a 
job — and  the  holding  of  such  job  was  dependent  on  his  securing  glasses. 
Various  attempts  had  been  made  to  meet  this  situation,  but  it  had  existed 
for  several  months  and  there  were  innumerable  eye  complaints  and  requests 
for  glasses.  Following  a  conference  with  the  Medical  Director  of  the 
Allegheny  County  Emergency  Relief  Board,  those  cases  thought  to  be  in 
need  of  immediate  care  were  referred  to  us.  This  method  not  only  offers  a 
valuable  method  of  case  finding,  but  also  has  very  definite  educational 
possibilities  in  that  an  interpretation  is  made  to  the  worker  of  the  condition 
and  the  need  for  care. 

Of  the  persons  referred  to  us,  a  number  are  cases  which  the  Prevention 
Department  will  wish  to  follow  over  a  period  of  years,  due  to  a  serious  or 
progressive  condition  which  makes  it  desirable  that  contact  with  the  doctor 
be  assured.  We  have  procured  glasses  for  individuals  who  were  in  need  of 
them,  not  only  to  make  possible  better  vision,  but  also  to  guard  against 
possible  progression  of  a  condition.  In  several  of  these  cases,  cataract 
extraction  had  been  performed,  but  the  necessary  glasses  had  not  been 
provided;  so  in  order  to  realize  the  effectiveness  of  the  operation,  it  was 
necessary  that  they  be  secured.  We  also  assumed  the  responsibility  for  the 
hospital  bill  of  a  man  blind  from  cataracts,  who  was  found  to  be  operable. 
The  ophthalmologist  made  no  charge  for  the  operation,  but  it  was  necessary 
to  meet  the  other  expense.  In  all  of  these  cases,  the  matter  was  handled 
by  the  relief  agency.  Medical  reports  were  received  by  us  and  an  interpreta- 
tion was  then  made  to  the  special  worker  on  each  case.  It  is  hoped  that 
on  such  a  basis  an  understanding  may  be  built  up  of  the  implications  of 
various  eye  diagnoses  and  a  meaning  of  sight  saving. 
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VENANGO  COUNTY  BRANCH 

By  Annabel  A.  Carter,  Acting  Superintendent 
September  1933— June  1934 

IT  IS  difficult  to  say  whether  the  Venango  County  Branch  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Association  for  the  Blind  should  receive  condolences  or  congratula- 
tions. Congratulations  are  certainly  in  order  for  the  former  Superintendent, 
Miss  Georgiana  E.  Trainor,  and  best  wishes  for  success  in  her  new  job;  but 
the  Branch,  on  the  other  hand,  can  not  help  regretting  her  resignation. 

Miss  Trainor  came  to  Venango  County  in  October,  1930 — a  graduate 
of  the  Pittsburgh  School  for  the  Blind,  and  of  the  University  of  Pittsburgh; 
and  for  the  following  three  years  she  contributed  valuable  assistance  to  the 
community  by  aiding  those  already  blind,  and  by  securing  proper  treatment 
for  those  with  impaired  vision,  or  arranging  for  those  unable  to  pay  for 
glasses  to  receive  the  necessary  care  in  spite  of  their  circumstances.  Then, 
in  September,  1933,  because  of  the  exceptional  quality  of  her  work,  she  was 
chosen  to  return  to  Pittsburgh  and  enter  the  Margaret  Morrison  School  of 
Social  Work,  Carnegie  Institute  of  Technology,  to  take  a  year's  Post- 
Graduate  work  in  hopes  of  equipping  herself  even  better  for  the  job  she  was 
so  successfully  carrying  on.  But  imagine  the  regret  of  the  Branch  when 
Miss  Trainor  announced  her  resignation  in  June,  owing  to  the  fact  that  she 
was  taking  a  position  with  the  Mothers'  Assistance  Fund  of  Pittsburgh. 
However,  we  would  like  to  wish  her  the  luck  she  richly  deserves,  and  can 
only  hope  that  her  successor  will  be  as  well-equipped  and  as  conscientious  a 
worker  as  Miss  Trainor,  and  as  interested  in  the  welfare  of  her  community. 


WILKES-BARRE  BRANCH 
PERSEVERANCE  CONQUERS  ALL 

By  Walter  J.  Moran,  Field  Worker 

IT  HAS  been  customary,  in  the  past  years,  for  this  Branch  to  sum  up 
its  yearly  activities  in  this  issue  of  the  magazine.  Due  to  many  unfortu- 
nate and  uncontrollable  circumstances,  we  have  had  a  year  of  havoc  and 
turmoil,  but  there  are  always  a  few  bright  spots  to  look  upon  and  be  glad  of. 
In  the  last  issue  of  The  Seer,  we  told  you  the  story  of  Wilfred  Cross  and 
his  faithful  guide  dog,  "Echo,"  and  their  achievements.  Now  we  are  ready 
with  another  true  story  of  perseverance  and  its  certain  reward. 

Until  three  short  years  ago,  Wesley  D.  Egleberger,  of  100  Regent  Street, 
Wilkes-Barre,  held  his  place  in  the  sighted  world  as  a  salesman — and  a 
very  good  one  at  that.  His  wife  and  three  children,  ranging  in  age  from 
two  to  ten  years,  were  happy  and  content.  They  knew  no  sorrow  or  worry 
and  their  lives  were  never  tinged  with  insecurity  or  uncertainty.  The  grim 
hand  of  fate  knows  no  compassion  and  it  reached  out  one  day  and  took 
Wesley  in  its  grip. 

While  during  the  course  of  his  daily  work,  Wesley  entered  a  building, 
and  due  to  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  Company,  he  was  hurled  to  the 
bottom  of  an  elevator  shaft.  The  most  serious  effect  from  the  fall  centered 
in  his  head  and  when  Wesley  was  released  from  the  hospital,  it  was  found 
that  the  optic  organs  had  been  so  affected  that  he  had  but  light  perception 
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left  in  one  eye  and  not  more  than  mere  object  perception  at  a  very  short 
distance  in  the  other  eye.    He  was  truly  blind  in  the  full  sense  of  the  word. 

Wesley  did  not  come  to  the  attention  of  the  Association  until  almost 
two  years  after  his  accident.  We  found  him  discouraged,  to  say  the  least, 
with  his  lot  in  life,  as  he  was  now  beginning  to  feel  the  real  pinch  of  financial 
insecurity.  When  he  became  retrospective,  he  ground  his  teeth  and  set  his 
jaw  in  grim  determination  for  he  was  determined  not  to  let  the  fate  which 
had  crushed  out  his  former  means  of  earning  a  living  crush  him  entirely. 
All  he  needed  from  us  was  a  little  moral  support  and  a  helping  hand  over 
the  bumps  in  the  road.  Being  of  an  aggressive  and  ambitious  nature,  it  did 
not  take  him  long  to  realize  that  when  we  told  him  he  need  not  lose  hold  on 
life  because  of  his  blindness,  that  he  was  just  as  good  a  man  now  as  ever 
before,  and  that  all  he  needed  was  the  proper  opportunity  for  recovery  from 
what  seemed  now  to  be  complete  disaster  to  his  whole  perspective  on  life. 
Although  we  comforted  Wesley  with  this  thought,  we,  too,  were  thinking 
and  wondering  where  we  could  find  the  right  niche  into  which  a  man  of 
Wesley's  capability  would  fit.  He  was  a  born  salesman ;  and  it  was  for  work 
of  this  type  we  sought  in  vain,  until  we  learned  from  the  State  Council  for 
the  Blind  that  they  had  the  solution  to  our  problem. 

Miss  Elizabeth  L.  Hutchinson,  Supervisor  of  Industry,  State  Council  for 
the  Blind,  made  a  trip  to  Wilkes-Barre  and  explained  in  detail  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  factory  Stand  Concessions  on  which  she  and  Mr.  Hackenburg 
were  working.  It  sounded  very  good  to  us,  and  Mr.  Paessler,  President  of 
our  Board  of  Directors,  granted  enough  money  to  finance  the  setting  up  of 
a  few  Stands.  We  had  the  man  and  the  money;  now  the  task  of  finding  a 
suitable  location  for  a  Stand  was  to  begin!  Mr.  Hackenburg  came  to 
Wilkes-Barre  in  May  and  went  to  work.  He  knew  his  job,  so  it  did  not  take 
him  long  to  contact  every  worth  while  prospect  in  the  territory.  He  met 
with  favor  and  finally  with  the  success  we  were  all  waiting  for.  Through  the 
courtesy  of  the  Hazard  Wire  Rope  Company  and  its  genial  Superintendent, 
Mr.  Gregson,  a  concession  was  granted  to  the  State  Council  to  place  a 
Stand  in  their  building.  They  employ  about  five  hundred  people  and  we 
felt  that  this  was  quite  the  ideal  location  for  a  man  of  Wesley's  character 
and  personality.  It  did  not  take  long  to  get  the  wheels  in  motion,  and  on 
June  15,  1934,  Wesley  formally  opened  his  Stand  for  business.  True,  it  is 
not  a  month  since  he  opened,  but  the  reports  we  are  receiving  indicate  the 
fullest  measure  of  success  for  Wesley. 

The  writer  visited  the  Stand  one  day  and  was  greeted  by  Wesley  with 
the  salutation,  "Welcome  to  'Happy  Land,'  for  I  think  that  it  is  just  what 
my  Stand  should  be  called.  It  has  brought  me  more  joy  in  the  past  week 
than  I  have  experienced  in  the  past  three  years.  You  asked  was  it  worth 
waiting  for — well,  the  only  answer  to  that  is  that  perseverance  conquers 
all,  and  I  have  certainly  persevered.  My  hearty  thanks  to  the  Wilkes- 
Barre  Branch  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind,  to  the  State 
Council  for  the  Blind,  and  last  but  not  least  to  the  Hazard  Wire  Rope 
Company  for  their  kindness  and  consideration  and  cooperation." 

As  to  the  Stand  and  its  description,  it  would  take  another  article  to  do 
the  job,  but  we  might  be  better  able  to  give  you  a  picture  of  it  from  the 
answer  we  received  from  one  of  the  employees  when  we  asked  him  what 
he  thought  of  it:  "Wesley  has  about  everything  in  that  Stand  of  his  except 
a  house  and  lot,  and  I  believe  if  you  were  to  ask  for  even  that,  he  would  be 
obliging  enough  to  get  one  for  you." 
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Thus  through  organized  work  for  the  blind,  another  man  has  been 
brought  back  to  real  life  more  quickly  and  more  completely*  than  he  pos- 
sibly could  have  achieved  on  his  own  adjustment.  May  Providence  grant 
that  we  can  always  do  as  good  a  job  as  we  would  like  to  do  for  our  blind 
people. 


PHILADELPHIA  BRANCH 
JOHN  CADWALADER,  Jr. 

(Note:     Thanks  for  the  following  data  are  here  extended  to  Mr.  Liborio 
Delfino  and  Dr.  O.  H.  Burritt) 

JOHN  CADWALADER,  JR.,  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Managers 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,  and 
President  of  the  Board  of  the  Chapin  Memorial  Home  for  the  Blind,  in 
both  of  which  capacities  he  succeeded  his  father,  passed  away  June  10, 
1934  in  his  sixty-first  year.  Mr.  Cadwalader  was  always  keenly  interested 
in  the  welfare  of  the  blind  and  was  one  of  their  best  friends.  Those  who 
knew  him  appreciated  his  efforts  and  confided  in  him. 

Mr.  Cadwalader,  a  native  of  Philadelphia,  was  born  to  a  tradition  of 
public  service,  and  bent  his  efforts  to  a  wide  variety  of  public  and  semi- 
public  causes. 

Dr.  Burritt  prepared  the  following  Minute  in  recognition  of  Mr.  Cad- 
walader's  services  as  President  of  the  Chapin  Memorial  Home  for  the  Blind : 

"In  the  death  of  John  Cadwalader,  Jr.,  the  Chapin  Memorial  Home  for 
Aged  Blind  has  lost  a  capable  and  inspiring  leader. 

"Following  the  death  of  his  distinguished  father,  March  11,  1925,  who 
had  served  for  some  time  as  President  of  the  Home,  Mr.  Cadwalader  was 
elected  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees.  In  this  capacity,  he  rendered 
a  service  of  notable  efficiency  and  sympathetic  understanding. 

"In  financial  matters  that  vitally  concerned  the  Home,  the  Board 
recognized  and  fully  appreciated  Mr.  Cadwalader's  sound  and  dependable 
leadership  and  always  deferred  to  his  excellent  judgment.  Under  his 
guidance  the  finances  of  the  Home  suffered  few  or  no  losses  during  the  recent 
prolonged  depression. 

"A  man  of  positive  convictions,  Mr.  Cadwalader  was  nevertheless 
always  tolerant  of  the  views  of  his  colleagues. 

"Well  versed  in  the  law,  he  gave  to  the  Board  generously,  and  with 
no  expense  to  the  Home,  the  benefit  of  his  sound  legal  advice,  thus  main- 
taining the  high  standards  set  by  his  father. 

"His  outstanding  business  ability,  tolerance  and  legal  knowledge  were 
combined  in  an  unusual  degree  with  a  kindly  personal  interest  in  the  wel- 
fare of  all  sightless  people.  This  outstanding  quality  was  evidenced  by 
his  keen  personal  interest  in  present  and  former  pupils — particularly  the 
Alumnae  of  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind, 
of  which  he  was  a  manager,  no  less  than  in  each  individual  member  of  the 
Chapin  Home  family." 

The  Philadelphia  Evening  Bulletin  of  June  15,  1934  says  in  part  con- 
cerning Pvlr.  Cadwalader,  "In  his  rugged  honesty,  unimpeachable  integrity 
and  keen  mind,  Mr.  Cadwalader  upheld  and  carried  on  the  traditions  to 
which  he  was  heir." 
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AN  ADEQUATE  PUBLIC  RELATIONS  PROGRAM 
By  Eugene  Morgret 

IT  IS  a  recognized  fact  that  a  carefully  planned  public  relations  program 
is  needed  by  all  organizations  similar  to  that  conducted  by  the  Penn- 
sylvania Association  for  the  Blind,  to  make  reasonably  certain  the  develop- 
ment of  a  favorable  public  opinion. 

In  offering  suggestions  for  an  adequate  publicity  and  advertising  pro- 
gram, it  would  seem  helpful  to  consider  the  way  in  which  the  present 
publicity  program  of  the  Pittsburgh  Branch  of  the  Pennsylvania  Asso- 
ciation for  the  Blind  has  grown;  and  then  to  plan  for  its  further  develop- 
ment and  application  on  a  state-wide  basis. 

When  the  Pittsburgh  Branch  was  established  in  1910,  the  local  news- 
papers carried  human  interest  stories  of  the  blind  who  would  benefit  from 
this  new  organization.  Similar  stories  continued  to  appear  from  time  to 
time  and  are  still  being  supplied  to  the  daily  papers,  as  well  as  to  various 
local  weekly  and  religious  papers.  In  addition  to  these  stories  and  regular 
news  items,  some  advertising  in  the  religious  and  weekly  papers  has  been 
done,  and  on  rare  occasions  some  in  the  daily  papers.  In  order  to  create 
interest  in  the  activities  of  the  work  being  done  for  the  blind,  talks  were 
made  before  women's  clubs,  church  groups,  and  other  civic  bodies  by 
members  of  the  Association.  As  a  result  of  these  talks,  annual  sales  of 
blind-made  products  were  arranged  with  the  various  organizations;  and 
this  practice  has  continued  to  grow,  until  last  year  when  over  two  hundred 
sales  and  exhibits  were  staged  for  interested  groups  of  people. 

Direct  mail  is  also  being  used.  Letters  are  sent  each  year  to  various 
school  boards  informing  them  of  the  prevention  of  blindness  work,  and 
urging  them  to  have  their  school  children's  eyes  tested  during  the  summer 
months.  Letters  were  also  sent  out  to  various  groups  of  institutions  and 
manufacturing  concerns,  soliciting  their  patronage  of  blind-made  products. 

For  more  than  two  years  a  regular  radio  program  was  broadcast  over 
KDKA,  in  addition  to  a  series  of  talks  given  over  other  radio  stations, 
explaining  the  various  phases  of  the  Association's  activity.  Regular  weekly 
radio  programs  have  recently  been  resumed  over  WWSW. 

In  addition  to  the  advertising  and  publicity  mentioned  above,  a  small 
number  of  pamphlets  and  circulars  have  been  distributed  in  connection 
with  the  several  activities.  Some  of  these  pamphlets  have  been  distributed 
by  mail,  while  others  have  been  given  to  visitors  at  exhibits  held  through 
arrangements  with  clubs,  churches  and  other  organizations. 

This  outline  of  the  publicity  already  being  done  would  indicate  that 
the  most  common  media  for  reaching  the  public  are  already  being  used, 
and  with  some  expansion  and  continuity  of  plan  would  undoubtedly  produce 
the  desired  results  on  a  state-wide  scale. 

One  of  the  most  powerful  methods  of  developing  favorable  opinion  for 
any  organization  is  for  that  organization  to  take  a  place  among  other 
business  and  civic  groups.  Therefore,  it  would  seem  wise  that  each  of 
the  Department  Heads  and  Superintendents  be  an  active  member  of  some 
professional  or  service  club.  In  this  way,  the  Association  will  become  known 
to  a  variety  of  active  civic  organizations  and  would  be  identified  as  being 
interested  in  work  outside  of  its  own  particular  field. 

Membership  in  such  clubs  may  be  of  assistance  to  us  in  obtaining  space 
for  exhibits  of  our  products  in  connection  with  club  and  church  groups 
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and  at  conventions.  In  the  past,  for  the  most  part,  we  have  simply  asked 
these  various  groups  to  favor  us  with  a  sale  or  exhibit,  but  experience  dur- 
ing the  past  winter  would  seem  to  indicate  that  to  offer  something  in  return 
for  this  consideration  obtains  much  better  results.  A  number  of  the  clubs 
that  previously  had  been  too  busy  to  give  us  time  for  a  display  and  sale 
have  found  such  time  when  they  knew  that  we  would  supply  part  of  their 
program.  Then,  too,  in  connection  with  small  neighborhood  food  shows, 
we  have  been  giving  door  prizes  and  entertainment  in  exchange  for  space. 
In  fact,  this  trading  of  entertainment  for  space  has  become  popular,  and 
we  find  ourselves  faced  with  the  problem  of  developing  something  new  in 
the  way  of  entertainment  for  the  coming  winter. 

Along  this  same  line,  we  might  develop  regular  entertainments  by  blind 
musicians  and  readers  with  the  idea  of  charging  admission  and  dividing 
the  proceeds  with  the  organization  which  sponsors  the  entertainment.  At 
these  performances,  we  would  display  our  products,  and  as  far  as  possible 
have  an  active  demonstration  of  making  some  of  the  articles.  On  all  such 
programs,  an  opportunity  should  be  given  for  a  brief  talk  educating  the 
public  concerning  the  activities  of  the  Association. 

Realizing  that  it  is  the  present  high  school  students,  who  will  one  day 
be  the  supporters  of  our  work,  arrangements  should  be  made  to  give,  at 
least,  one  talk  a  year  to  the  senior  assembly  of  each  high  school  in  the 
district.  To  gain  the  best  results,  this  presentation  should  not  be  too 
serious  and  should  carry  pictures  of  some  particular  activity. 

Newspaper  or  magazine  articles  and  advertisements,  and  radio  programs 
are,  beyond  doubt,  the  best  ways  to  reach  large  audiences.  However,  it 
has  been  admitted  for  some  time  that  the  only  way  to  reach  a  selective 
group  is  through  the  use  of  direct  mail  to  a  well  defined  list  of  people.  Those 
using  such  publicity  know  exactly  who  will  be  reached  and  for  this  reason 
definite  results  can  be  far  more  accurately  checked.  Along  this  line  it  would 
be  well  to  send  out  regular  monthly  bulletins  of  the  various  activities  to 
all  Board  members,  in  order  that  they  may  know  first  hand  just  what  is 
happening.  At  regular  intervals,  letters  should  be  sent  to  each  State 
Legislator,  telling  him  in  a  very  interesting  way  what  we  are  doing  for  the 
blind  people.  The  executives  of  the  various  welfare  organizations  should 
be  sent  bulletins  telling  of  the  various  accomplishments.  School  principals 
and  teachers  should  be  supplied  with  bulletins  on  prevention  of  blindness 
at  regular  intervals.  Last,  but  far  from  least,  in  this  Department  of  Direct 
Mail,  letters  should  be  mailed  periodically  to  particularly  interested  groups 
of  buyers  to  keep  blind-made  products  before  them. 

Another  means  of  giving  short,  snappy  statements  in  connection  with 
activities  or  special  products  we  may  have  to  offer  is  by  use  of  stuffers  or 
flyers,  which  can  be  mailed  wTith  invoices  and  letters  each  month.  A  regular 
program  for  this  particular  phase  of  publicity  should  be  planned  two  or 
three  months  ahead  and  each  series  should  carry  for  a  limited  period. 

Radio  is  the  newest  and  probably  the  most  generally  used  means  of 
advertising  today,  and  radio  programs  should  be  continued  with  a  well 
defined  connection  of  all  activities. 

The  preparation  of  newspaper  stories  should  be  greatly  developed 
beyond  its  present  stage.  This  can  be  accomplished  by  contacting  the 
various  Department  Heads  and  Superintendents  from  time  to  time  for 
stories  which  will  be  accepted  by  the  daily  papers,  small  community  papers, 
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and  various  religious  publications.  This  phase  of  our  publicity  has  never 
been  developed  to  anything  like  the  possibilities  to  be  realized. 

As  all  of  the  various  branches  of  our  work  are  not  of  interest  to  the 
same  group,  it  would  be  well  to  issue  a  series  of  small  pamphlets  on  each 
phase  of  the  work,  and  one  pamphlet  presenting  the  activities  by  De- 
partments. 

The  direction  of  such  a  program  by  a  trained  person  would  develop  a 
definite  continuity  of  ideas,  which  would  increase  the  general  knowledge 
concerning  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind,  and  at  the  same 
time  emphasize  specific  ideas  at  times  when  they  are  most  needed. 


REPORT  OF  THE  FIELD  WORKER 

July  1,  1933— May  31,  1934 

THE  need  of  a  Field  Worker  has  long  been  felt,  but  it  was  not  until 
July  1933,  that  funds  were  available  for  this  purpose.  This  work  is 
to  be  carried  on  especially  in  counties  wheret  here  is  no  Association  Branch. 
Because  of  limited  funds,  the  work  must  be  confined  to  a  rather  small  area 
to  eliminate  traveling  expenses.  It  is  practically  impossible,  too,  for  a 
single  worker  to  tarry  long  enough  to  give  worth  while  instruction  and  at 
the  same  time  cover  a  very  large  territory.  Contacts  have  been  made  in 
seven  different  Counties,  while  regular  visits  are  being  made  in  six  counties. 
Transportation  is  made  by  train,  bus  or  auto,  whichever  can  accomplish 
the  greatest  amount  of  goo'd  for  the  least  amount  of  money. 

The  duties  of  the  Field  Worker  are  varied,  investigating  new  cases  and 
reporting  all  such  to  the  State  Council  for  the  Blind,  as  well  as  to  our 
headquarters  in  Pittsburgh;  reporting  all  cases  of  eye  defects  which  have 
not  resulted  in  total  blindness,  or  which  may  be  benefitted  by  medical  aid, 
to  the  Prevention  of  Blindness  Department  of  the  State  Council;  seeking 
employment  for  those  who  are  capable;  cooperating  with  the  State  Council 
in  locating  good  Stand  Concessions;  following  up  the  pre-school  child;  and 
instructing  men  and  women  in  Braille,  Moon  Type  and  handwork.  Con- 
cise case  records  are  kept  on  file. 

Of  the  thirty-eight  new  cases  investigated  this  year,  there  were  fourteen 
men,  fifteen  women  and  nine  children- — five  of  the  children  being  under 
school  age.  Many  of  the  men  and  women  were  very  old  and  feeble  and 
could  undertake  no  work  of  any  kind,  while  others  were  glad  of  the  op- 
portunity to  learn  reading  and  handwork.  The  pre-school  children  have 
been  visited,  suggestions  and  advice  given  the  parents,  showing  them 
how  these  children  can  live  as  normal  boys  and  girls.  Each  mother  is 
given  the  pamphlet,  "What  Shall  We  Do  With  Our  Blind  Babies?"  Of 
these  thirty-eight  cases,  twenty-six  are  totally  blind  and  twelve  partially; 
and  it  is  probable  that  many  of  these  latter  will  eventually  lose  their  sight. 

Twenty-two  pupils  have  been  on  the  list  during  the  period  the  Worker 
has  been  in  the  field.  Three  have  been  dropped,  leaving  nineteen  at  the 
end  of  May.  Most  of  these  are  learning  to  read,  while  some  are  taking 
handicraft  also.  The  handwork  thus  far  consists  of  hand  sewing,  knitting, 
crocheting,  basketry  and  weaving  mats  on  small  frames. 

One  young  blind  girl  of  thirteen  years,  because  of  other  physical  con* 
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ditions  did  not  enter  Overbrook,  but  is  being  taught  at  home.  This  child, 
having  very  defective  vision,  went  to  school  only  during  her  sixth  and 
seventh  years — losing  her  sight  completely  in  her  eighth  year.  She  learned 
to  read  Braille  in  the  winter  of  1932.  She  received  her  instruction  in  Braille 
and  plain  knitting  from  the  Pennsylvania  Home  Teaching  Society.  In 
September  1933,  the  Field  Worker  visited  the  child,  who  was  then  twelve 
years  and  eight  months  old.  She  had  shown  remarkable  courage  and  grit, 
having  continued  to  knit  a  strip  about  three  or  four  yards  long,  on  the 
fifteen  stitches  cast  on  by  her  teacher.  She  did  not  know  how  to  start 
new  work,  so  had  persevered  on  this  strip.  From  this  small  beginning,  the 
child  learned  to  cast  on  stitches,  bind  off  and  purl.  She  knit  two  lovely 
scarfs,  a  sweater  and  cap  for  a  large  doll.  She  also  made  an  Easter  basket 
and  a  sewing  basket  with  ease,  beautifully  woven  and  shaped;  but  there 
has  been  very  little  time  for  handwork.  With  two  lessons  a  week,  she  has 
completed  her  Fourth  Grade  Reader,  English  and  Geography;  and  is  now 
doing  Fifth  Grade  Arithmetic  and  Spelling.  With  her  Braille,  she  had 
no  reading  materials,  so  she  practiced  by  writing  on  her  slate  and  reading 
what  she  had  written;  her  Braille  writing  is  almost  perfect.  Aside  from 
what  she  has  been  taught,  she  has  developed  a  talent  for  writing  verse. 
Some  of  her  poems  contain  beautiful  thoughts  of  nature  and  God,  while 
some  are  purely  imaginary.  She  loves  nature  and  has  planted  a  flower 
garden  to  which  she  will  give  much  attention.  During  the  next  few  months 
we  expect  to  spend  much  time  out-of-doors,  studying  something  of  nature, 
playing  games  and  walking  through  the  country.  The  following  is  one 
of  her  verses: 

DANDELIONS 

By  Lulu  Marsh 

Dandelions  are  peeping 

From  the  green,  green  grass, 
In  the  fields  and  meadows, 

Everywhere  you  pass. 

He's  a  pretty  little  fellow, 

Wnerever  he  is  seen; 
He  wears  a  cap  of  yellow, 

And  an  overcoat  of  green. 

He  looks  so  very  nice 

When  the  sun  is  shining  bright ; 
It  makes  him  look  so  clear, 

Like  a  little  shiny  light. 

Now  he's  growing  very  old, 

His  hair  is  turning  gray; 
Soon  the  wind  will  come  along 

And  blow  his  hair  away. 

Five  pupils  have  learned  Moon  Type,  one  of  whom  is  working  inde- 
pendently; five  have  completed  Braille,  Grade  One;  five,  Grade  One  and  A 
Half;  and  four  have  finished  Grade  Two.  Five  are  doing  handwork  of  one 
kind  or  another.  In  December,  a  sale  of  articles  made  by  some  of  these 
pupils  was  held  at  which  a  few  dollars  were  realized,  adding  to  their  Christ- 
mas joys. 


Brush  Handles 

and 

Wood  Turnings 

We  manufacture   a  com- 
plete line  of  Brush  Handles 
ana   Wood    Turnings,    also 
Display  Fixtures,  Thermom- 
eter  Backs,    Bread   Boards, 
Nut    Bowls,    Toy   Building 
Blocks,  etc. 

Write  for  prices  and  cata- 
log showing  our  line. 

Holgate  Brothers  Co* 

Kane,  Pa. 

A.  E.  CRAIG 

CHARLESTON,  ILLINOIS 

Broom  Corn  Dealer 

In  Illinois  and  Western 
Broom    Corn    in    local 
and  car  load  lots. 

I  have  been  in  the  same 
business  at  the  same  old 
stand  for  over  twenty-five 
years. 

Basketry  Supplies 

Prime  Reed,  Bases,  Natural 

and  Colored  Raffia,  Chair 

Cane,    Rattan,    Fibres, 

everything  for    the 

Handicraft 

Worker. 

Established  1881 
• 

Specialize  in 
Split  Bamboo,  Split  Rat- 
tan, Reeds  and  Tuffibre. 

Have    served     the    Trade    for 
many   years    as    a    dependable 
source    of   supply.        Send    us 
your  inquiries. 

CHARLES  H. 
DEMARESTJNC. 

227  WATER  STREET 
NEW  YORK  CITY 

Importers-Manufacturers 

AMERICAN 
REEDCRAFT  CORP. 

130  BEEKMAN  STREET 
NEW  YORK  CITY 
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Short  talks  have  been  given  to  the  Lebanon  Lions  Club;  a  group  of 
Harrisburg  Braille  Transcribers;  the  Carlisle  Talking  Book  Committee; 
and  to  the  Auxiliary  of  the  Dauphin  County  Branch  of  the  Association. 

The  Lions  Club  of  Lebanon  County  is  very  active  in  work  for  the  blind. 
They  have  a  paid  worker,  Mrs.  Stanley  Peiffer,  who  is  a  trained  nurse  and 
understands  her  job.  During  the  year,  this  club  has  assisted  a  young  man 
financially  in  taking  a  business  course;  has  cooperated  with  the  State 
Council  for  the  Blind  in  placing  another  young  man  in  a  Refreshment 
Stand  in  a  mill;  has  had  scores  of  eyes  examined  by  a  good  doctor;  and 
purchased  glasses  for  those  who  are  unable  to  buy  their  own.  Also  through 
the  interest  of  the  Lebanon  Lions,  many  have  been  taken  to  the  Wills  Eye 
Hospital  for  examination,  treatment,  operation  and  hospitalization.  This 
club  is  really  on  the  job. 

The  Field  Worker  has  been  interested  in  the  Talking  Book  Machine. 
She  is  Chairman  of  the  Harrisburg  Committee;  is  a  member  of  the  Carlisle 
Committee;  and  has  created  interest  in  Cumberland  County  and  among 
the  Lions  of  Lebanon  in  this  new  project. 

Friendly  visits  have  been  made  to  comfort,  advise  and  cheer  many  of 
the  blind  folk  who  are  Shut-ins.  They  are  lonely  and  enjoy  visitors,  so 
whenever  possible  visits  are  made. 

Equipment  has  been  purchased,  such  as  Primers,  other  reading  books, 
slates  and  materials  for  teaching  handwork.  Much  of  this  has  been  paid 
directly  from  headquarters  and,  therefore,  is  not  included  in  the  expense 
listed  below. 

There  have  been  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  individual  blind  persons 
contacted;  a  total  of  eight  hundred  and  sixty-two  contacts  made  with  blind 
persons  and  others  in  the  interest  of  the  work;  four  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  lessons  given;  thirty-eight  new  cases  investigated;  twenty-two  pupils 
taught;  three  dropped  out,  leaving  nineteen  at  the  end  of  the  year;  two 
hundred  and  forty-five  letters  written ;  expenses,  including  traveling,  postage, 
office  supplies,  long  distance  telephone  and  some  teaching  materials,  $161. 02# 

Respectfully  submitted, 
(Mrs.  L.  J.)  Jane  C.  Johnson,  Field  Worker 


SPECIAL  NOTICE 

MR.  S.  M.  GREEN,  Superintendent  of  the  A4issouri  School  for  the 
Blind,  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  was  host  to  two  hundred  delegates  at  the 
1934  Convention  of  the  American  Association  of  Instructors  of  the  Blind, 
held  June  25  to  28,  inclusive. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  to  serve  during  the  term  1934-36: 
F.  E.  Palmer,  Vinton,  Iowa,  President;  G.  E.  Lineberry,  Raleigh,  N.  C, 
Vice  President;  and  B.  S.  Joice,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  Secretary-Treasurer. 
Messrs.  P.  C.  Potts,  Gooding,  Idaho,  J.  S.  Ganey,  Talladega,  Alabama, 
John  Meldrurn,  Muskogee,  Oklahoma,  Miss  Neta  F.  Dustin,  Batavia, 
N.  Y.,  and  Miss  Harriet  E.  Tottman,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  constitute  the 
Executive  Committee. 

Invitations  wrere  extended  to  hold  the  1936  Convention  at  either  the 
Michigan  School  for  the  Blind,  Lansing,  Michigan  or  the  North  Carolina 
School  for  the  Blind,  Raleigh,  North  Carolina. 


J.  D.  WESTCOTT  &  SON 

UNION  CITY,  PENNSYLVANIA 

Oldest  and  Largest  Manufacturer  of 
Hardwood  Broom  Handles 


The  many  Associations  for  the  Blind 
make  the  kind  of  brooms  on  which 
we  are  proud  to  see  our  handles.  We 
hope  that  WESTCOTT  HANDLES 
contribute  to  some  degree  to  the  high 
standard  of  the  finished  product. 


Wire 


for 


BrOOmS     Seneca  Brand 
Wire 


Brushes 
Mops 


Represents 

Highest 

Quality  &  Service 


Please  send  your 
orders  to 


The  Seneca  Wire 
&  Mfg.  Co. 

Fostoria,  Ohio 


Always  Ready 
to  Cooperate 


Inquiries  and  orders 
from  Institutions  for 
the  Blind  will  receive 
special  attention. 


C.  A.  Mahle  <Sl  Son 

Manufacturers  of 

Bored  and  Solid  Blocks 
for  Brushes  and  Brooms 

CORRY,    PENNSYLVANIA 


THE  SEER 


PENNSYLVANIA  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  INC. 

Consolidated  Statement — Income  and  Expense 

June  1,  1933  to  May  31,  1934 

INCOME 

Sales $149,199.60 

Local  City  Aid  and  Welfare 170,192.72 

Gifts  and  Contributions 1,520.25 

County  Maintenance 5,394.20 

Receipts  from  Special  Funds 6,372.18 

State  Appropriation 15,000.00 

Miscellaneous 4,042.66 

TOTAL  INCOME $351,721.61 

EXPENSE 

Salaries,  Supervision  and  Clerical,  Blind $  21,906.66 

Salaries,  Supervision  and  Clerical,  Sighted 26,313.25 

Wages,  Blind 134,788.24 

Wages,  Sighted 22,298.61 

Purchases 90,747.21 

Heat,  Light  and  Power 3,640.73 

Telephone  and  Telegraph 2,455.81 

Insurance 5,309.21 

Truck  Delivery 5,239.88 

Travel  and  Carfare 4,887.19 

Office  Supplies 3,909.57 

Rent 2,860.80 

Shop  Supplies 2,651.33 

Bad  Accounts  and  Collections 1,032.54 

Repairs  and  Maintenance 3,632.96 

Membership  and  Dues 731.13 

Social  Service 12,206.84 

Prevention  and  Placement 4,345.32 

Education  and  Recreation 448.53 

Interest  on  Mortgages 7,730.29 

New  Equipment 669.80 

Payments  to  Special  Funds 4,497.50 

Payment  of  Loans 25.00 

Miscellaneous 3,204.82 

TOTAL  EXPENSE $365,533.22 


Frederick  HL  Cone  &  Co 


NCORPOR ATED 


181  FRONT  STREET,  NEW  YORK,  U.  S.  A. 


BRISTLES  HORSEHAIR 

AND  FIBRES 

ALL  KINDS  AND  COLORS 


Complete  Stocks  Always  Available 


Quotations,  Samples  and  Information  on  all  Brush  Materials 
furnished  on  request 


When  You  Need 


Bunch  Bags,  Handle  Cones, 
All  Over  Broom  Bags, 
Individual  Broom  Slips 

Write  us  for  samples  and  prices. 
WE  ARE  THE  LARGEST 
producers  of  paper  broom  bags. 
We  specialize  on  the  needs  of 
the  broom  manufacturers.  Our 
equipment  enables  us  to  offer 
you  the  best  service  at  competive 
prices. 

An  Inquiry  will  be  appreciated. 

THE  KENNEDY  CAR 

LINER  &  BAG  CO. 

SHELBYVILLE,  INDIANA 


Have  Your 

Piano  Tuned  and 
Repaired 

By  a 

Local  Blind  Tuner 

All  Work  Guaranteed 


Pennsylvania  Association 
for  the  Blind 

For  address  of  nearest  Associa- 
tion Branch  Office  see  Page  2. 
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PENNSYLVANIA  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  INC. 

Consolidated  Balance  Sheet 
June  1,  1934 

ASSETS 

Cash,  Regular  Fund $     6,008.12 

Cash,  Special  Fund 8,179.07 

Petty  Cash 1,130.00 

Accounts  Receivable,  Trade 13,764.18 

Accounts  Receivable,  Branches 2,852.15 

Accounts  Receivable,  Employees 2,876.92 

Accounts  Receivable,  Loan 910.84 

Accounts  Receivable,  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 3,750.00 

Inventory 57,775.89 

Investments,  Securities  and  Legacies 17,024.00 

Available  Appropriation,  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 15,000.00 

Available  Appropriations,  Others 52,179.54 

Real  Estate  and  Buildings 232,431.88 

Furniture  and  Fixtures 19,775.17 

Equipment  and  Machinery 20,101.24 

Auto  Trucks 3,867.00 

Deferred  Expense 2,382.78 

TOTAL  ASSETS $460,008.78 

LIABILITIES  AND  NET  WORTH 

Accrued  Allotments  Due,  Branches $     2,025.00 

Accounts  Payable,  Trade 15,076.62 

Accounts  Payable,  Branches 2,176.36 

Loans  Payable 10,757.50 

Mortgages  Payable 98,500.00 

Accrued  Interest  Payable 2,254.67 

RESERVE  FOR  DEPRECIATION 

Buildings,  Furniture  and  Fixtures $  36,700.63 

Equipment  and  Machinery 9,207.06 

Auto  Trucks 1,854.48 

UNABSORBED  CONTRIBUTION 

Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania $  15,000.00 

Local  City  Aid  and  Welfare 61,182.45 

NET  WORTH 205,274.01 

TOTAL $460,008.78 


Make  your  last  Will  and  Testament  in  favor  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind,  Inc. 


YARNS 


FOR 

Mop  and  Mop  Head 
Manufacturers 

Spun  and  Roving     : :     Hard  and  Soft  Twist 

Made  at  Our  Own  Mill  Under  Our  Own  Brands 

"  OTTER  " 
"TIP  TOP" 
"MACCO" 

"LION" 
"VICTOR" 

McCORD  COMPANY 

LOUISVILLE,  KY. 
Write  for  Prices  and  Samples 
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OFFICERS  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION 

Mrs.  Moses  Ruslander,  Honorary  President 

Frank  Wilbur  Main President 

Col.  E.  V.  D.  Selden First  Vice  President 

John  A.  Emery Second  Vice  President 

Milton  Michaelis Third  Vice  President 

John  E.  Potter Secretary-Treasurer 

TRUSTEES  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION 

Duncan,  James  McA Pittsburgh  Branch 

Emery,  John  A Pittsburgh  Branch 

Eyerman,  Edward,  Jr YVilkes-Barre  Branch 

Frew,  William Pittsburgh  Branch 

Good,  L.  V Dauphin  County  Branch 

Hand,  Bayard Wilkes-Barre  Branch 

Harrison,  Philip  N Pittsburgh  Branch 

Irish,  Franklin  C Pittsburgh  Branch 

Joice,  Bradley  S Pittsburgh  Branch 

Jonas,  Mrs.  D.  T Pittsburgh  Branch 

Keating,  Francis  A Pittsburgh  Branch 

Koser,  Mrs.  A.  S Dauphin  County  Branch 

Main,  Frank  Wilbur Pittsburgh  Branch 

McAlpine,  William Butler  Branch 

Meader,  John  H Philadelphia  Branch 

Michaelis,  Milton Lancaster  County  Branch 

Mulhattan,  Mrs.  Mary  E Pittsburgh  Branch 

Paessler,  Robert  T Wilkes-Barre  Branch 

Potter,  John  E Pittsburgh  Branch 

Ray,  V.  R Beaver  County  Branch 

Reed,  Alexander  P Pittsburgh  Branch 

Reigner,  P.  Herbert Berks  County  Branch 

Schantz,  Hon.  Horace  W Lehigh  County  Branch 

Selden,  Col.  E.  V.  D Venango  County  Branch 

Slep,  Daniel  N Blair  County  Branch 

Smith,  Robert  C Wilkes-Barre  Branch 

Taylor,  Robert  N Northampton  County  Branch 

Watres,  Col.  L.  A Lackawanna  Branch 

Wolfe,  George  E Cambria  County  Branch 

STAFF  OFFICERS  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION 

Tj    r>    t  .     ,,  ~  /  Executive  Secretary 

H.R.Latimer \  Editor  of  The  Seer 

Helen  E.  Baughman Chief  Bookkeeper 

Mrs.  L.  J.  Johnson Field  Worker 

SUPERINTENDENTS  BRANCH  ADDRESSES 

Ward,  G.  Ernest Dime  Savings  &  Trust  Building,  Allentown 

Auen,  J.  Harry 1000-2  Green  Street,  Altoona 

Sullivan,  Adelaide 825  Seventh  Avenue,  Beaver  Falls 

Vlachos,  Anne 464  North  New  Street,  Bethlehem 

Butler 

Harlacher,  Kathryn  E.  (Acting) 308  North  Second  Street,  Harrisburg 

Fox,  Helen 428  Lincoln  Street,  Johnstown 

Paine,  Eliza  S 320  North  Queen  Street,  Lancaster 

Blakeley,  Ruth  I.   (Field  Worker) 413  Veach  Building,  Oil  City 

Sargent,  Ruth  F 64th  Street  and  Malvern  Avenue,  Philadelphia 

Latimer,  H.  R 308  South  Craig  Street,  Pittsburgh 

Nickeson,  G.  H.  (Assistant) 308  South  Craig  Street,  Pittsburgh 

Keller,  Earl  W 439  Washington  Street,  Reading 

Stipp,  Peter  (Acting) 719  Mulberry  Street,  Scranton 

Moran,  Walter  (Field  Worker) 35  East  Union  Street,  Wilkes-Barre 
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George  Spencer  Wilson 


npHIS  issue  of  The  Seer  is  dedicated  to  Mr. 
George  Spencer  Wilson,  educator  and  friend  of 
the  blind,  whose  retirement  from  service  March  9, 
1934,  is  a  matter  of  regret  to  his  friends  and  a 
definite  loss  to  work  for  the  blind.     (See  page  21.) 


ft 


Every  Home  a  Patron  of  Blind  Skill" 


145  Clubs  of  the  State  Federation  of  Pennsylvania  Women, 
brought  us  nearer  to  the  realization  of  this  slogan,  by  holding  sales 
of  blind-made  products  during  the  1932-33  Club  year. 

Information  on  conducting  these  sales  can  be  obtained  from 
any  Branch  of  the  Association. 

Will  your  club  help  make  this  year  100%  by  arranging  for  a 
sale  in  connection  with  your  program? 

Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind 

308  South  Craig  Street,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

BRANCHES 

Allentown  Harrisburg  Pittsburgh 

Altoona  Johnstown  Reading 

Beaver  Falls  Lancaster  Scranton 

Bethlehem  Oil  City  Wilkes-Barre 

Butler  Philadelphia 


A  New  Deal  for  the  Broom  Manufacturers 

NAVAJO  GRASS 

A  Substitute  for  Broomcorn 
More  Durable,  More  Economical  than  Broomcorn 

First  discovered  in  America  by  the  Spanish  Explorer  Coronado 
in  the  year  A.D.  1542. 

First  processed  for  use  in  the  Modern  Broom  by  The  Lins 
Broomcorn  Co.  in  year  F.D.R.  1932. 

All  other  substitutes  offered  the  Trade  heretofore  have  only  a 
resemblance  of  Broomcorn  but  no  wearing  qualities,  while  a 
Navajo  Grass  Broom  sweeps  cleaner,  with  less  effort  and  will 
outwear  an  all  corn  Broom. 

At  present,  you  can  purchase  Navajo  Grass  ready  for  the 
Broom,  in  bale  or  ton  lots  delivered  at  your  station  for  less  money 
than  you  can  purchase  Broomcorn  in  carlots  f.o.b.  the  field. 

For  prices  and  particulars,  write, 

THE  LINS  BROOMCORN  CO. 

TUCUMCARI-    NEW  MEXICO 
P.  O.  BOX  1147 
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God  said,  "Let  There  Be  Light" 

VOLUME  IV  NOVEMBER,  1934  No.  4 

WHAT  THE  SEER  SEES 

BY  FAR  the  most  important  fact  seen  by  The  Seer  at  this  writing  is  the 
necessity  for  educating  those  responsible  for  granting  State  appropria- 
tions to  organized  work  for  the  blind,  concerning  the  difference  between 
Pensions  to  the  non-employable  blind,  and  funds  for  the  prevention 
of  blindness,  the  training,  and  the  employment  of  blind  people 
able  and  willing  to  work.  The  former  is  absolutely  essential,  even  in  greater 
measure  than  is  granted  by  the  present  law.  Unless,  however,  the  State 
finds  it  possible  to  appropriate  very  much  more  money  than  it  has  in  the 
past  for  the  last  named  purposes,  the  total  number  of  blind  people,  as  well 
as  the  number  of  non-employable,  needy  blind  people,  will  be  increasingly 
greater,  as  will  also  be  the  amount  of  State  funds  adequate  to  meet  their 
proper  needs.  The  Pennsylvania  State  Department  of  Welfare  realizes 
that  the  only  hope  in  this  matter  is  to  educate  the  public  to  a  greater  care 
of  the  eyes,  to  stimulate  health  and  social  agencies  to  a  greater  sense  of  their 
responsibility  along  this  line,  and  to  provide  for  the  training  and  employ- 
ment of  an  increasing  number  of  capable  blind  people.  Just  how  this  can 
be  done  is  the  immediate  problem  before,  not  only  the  State  Welfare 
Department,  but  especially  before  the  State  Council  for  the  Blind,  the 
Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind,  the  Pennsylvania  Home  Teaching 
Society,  and  the  Working  Home  for  Blind  Men — all  of  which  agencies  are 
working  along  the  constructive  lines  here  indicated.  What  seems  to  be  the 
best  thought  put  forth  to  date  is,  that  the  State  might  appropriate,  through 
its  Welfare  Department,  after  the  manner  followed  in  Great  Britain  under 
the  Act  of  1920  "To  Promote  the  Welfare  of  Blind  Persons,"  to  the  several 
organizations  for  the  blind  in  the  State,  funds  to  be  dispersed  on  a  per  capita 
service  basis.  At  its  semi-annual  meeting,  October  15,  1934,  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee  to  draft   a   budget   requesting   funds   from   the   Commonwealth   of 


NOVEMBER,  1934 


Pennsylvania  for  the  operation  of  t he  Association  during  the  biennium, 
June  1,  1935  to  May  31,  1937.  This  Committee  will  work  in  close  coopera- 
tion with  the  State  Council  for  the  Blind,  which  is  an  administrative  activity 
within  the  State  Department  of  Welfare. 


THE  Seer  sees  with  no  little  pleasure  the  appointment  of  a  ( Committee  by 
the  Board  of  Trustees  at  the  above-named  meeting  to  arrange  for  the 
Twenty-fifth  Anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association 
for  the  Blind  to  be  held  on  the  occasion  of  the  Annual  Meeting  in  February, 
1935.  It  is  hoped  that  this  will  be  a  happy  occasion  in  many  respects  and 
that  the  resulting  publicity  will  redound  to  the  lasting  good  of  the  blind  in 
Pennsylvania. 


AMERICAN  PRINTING  HOUSE  FOR  THE  BLIND 

OUR  readers  will  be  interested  in  knowing  that  the  American  Printing 
House  for  the  Blind  is  now  employing  nine  blind  people,  several 
cripples,  and  one  deaf  girl.  When  it  is  necessary  to  hire  additional  employees, 
they  are  giving  preference  to  those  with  physical  handicaps  wherever  it 
occurs  that  their  work  can  be  utilized.  Last  year  they  joined  the  X.R.A. 
and  are  observing  a  35-hour  week  in  all  departments.  They  are  paying  the 
w^ages  prescribed  by  the  Graphic  Arts  Code  for  the  various  classifications 
in  their  field.  Where  they  hire  mechanics,  printers,  or  other  persons  who 
have  a  trade,  they  pay  wages  that  are  customary  for  those  trades,  and  for 
the  same  type  of  work  they  make  little  or  no  difference  in  the  salaries  of 
men  and  women.  They  also  pay  their  blind  people,  for  the  same  type  of 
work,  approximately  the  same  as  the  seeing  people  who  work  along  side 
of  them. 


HERMAN  M.  IMMELN 


IT  is  with  deep  regret  that  The  Seer  advises  its  many  readers  of  the 
sudden  and  untimely  death  of  Mr.  Herman  Immeln,  at  Oakland, 
Maine,  on  September  28,  1934.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  Mr.  Immeln  was 
Director  of  Social  Service  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Elind, 
President  of  the  Blind  Men's  Club  of  New  York  City,  and  the  recently 
elected  President  of  the  American  Association  of  Workers  for  the  Blind 
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HEREDITARY  BLINDNESS 

By  Dr.  Irving  S.  Cutter 

(Note — We  are  taking  the  privilege  of  reprinting  the  following  article  on  "Hereditary 
Blindness"  as  it  appeared  under  "How  to  Keep  Well"  in  a  recent  issue  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Post-Gazette.) 

A  LARGE  number  of  persons  are  blind  because  of  hereditary  defects. 
These  may  occur  before  birth,  so  that  the  child  comes  into  the  world 
with  complete  cataracts,  with  small  undeveloped  eyes,  or  even  without  any 
eyes  at  all.  Other  defects  do  not  become  apparent  until  some  years  after 
birth,  when  a  child  who  previously  has  been  able  to  see  becomes  blind. 
Such  purely  hereditary  conditions  account  for  almost  one-fourth  of  all 
cases  of  blindness,  according  to  a  recent  survey  by  Bickerton. 

It  is  recognized  by  most  authorities  that  refractive  errors,  especially 
extreme  degrees  of  myopia,  or  near-sightedness,  are  inherited.  This. con- 
dition, if  unusually  severe,  accounts  for  a  certain  number  of  blind  persons 
and  for  many  more  with  defective  vision.  Cataracts,  while  usually  con- 
sidered a  disease  of  old  people,  also  affects  infants  and  here  it  is  nearly  always 
hereditary.  While  ordinary  cataract  may  be  operated  upon  successfully, 
the  hereditary  form  is  often  associated  with  other  defects  in  the  eye  and 
accounts  for  about  thirteen  per  cent  of  cases  in  schools  for  the  blind. 

Retinitis  pigmentosa,  a  degenerative  disease  of  the  retina,  first  causes 
the  symptoms  of  night  blindness.  Patients  see  well  in  daylight,  but  are 
unable  to  walk  alone  in  the  twilight.  Most  cases  of  this  disease  are  due  to 
hereditary  causes. 

A  peculiarly  horrible  form  of  hereditary  disease  is  known  as  family 
amaurotic  idiocy.  Infants  appear  normal  at  birth,  but  within  a  few  months 
to  a  year  it  becomes  evident  that  they  are  blind.  Signs  of  idiocy  and 
physical  deterioration  soon  follow  and  death  usually  closes  the  picture  in 
from  two  to  five  years.  In  other  cases  the  disease  comes  on  later  and  runs 
a  slower  course.     It  is  unaffected  by  any  form  of  treatment. 

The  tremendous  economic  loss  to  society  resulting  from  such  hereditary 
diseases  may  be  understood  by  glancing  at  the  pedigree  of  one  family  re- 
ported by  Risley  in  which  one  blind  man  had  thirteen  blind  children,  sixty- 
one  blind  grandchildren,  and  thirty-nine  blind  great-grandchildren. 

While  medical  care  is  practically  useless  in  most  of  these  conditions, 
their  prevalence  may  be  greatly  lessened  if  several  facts  were  widely  under- 
stood. The  marriage  of  cousins  is  a  frequent  cause  of  such  conditions. 
Both  cousins  may  have  good  vision  and  yet  if  each  has  an  inherited  tendency 
or  gene  of  some  eye  defect,  their  children  may  show  an  actual  maldevelop- 
ment.  Hence  cousins  who  come  from  families  known  to  possess  such  a 
strain,  should  not  marry. 
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It  is  common  for  blind  persons  not  only  to  marry,  but  to  marry  class- 
mates whom  they  have  met  in  school.  Many  cases  of  blindness  will  be 
prevented  if  persons  blind  from  hereditary  diseases  are  sterilized  before 
marriage. 

A  group  of  cases  different  from  those  just  described  is  due  to  congenital 
syphilis.  Here  the  disease  is  not  truly  hereditary  since  the  child  is  actively 
infected  by  its  mother  before  birth.  Such  infections  account  for  almost 
fifteen  per  cent  of  blindness.  If  we  look  to  the  future,  we  may  say  that 
practically  all  of  these  cases  can  be  detected  by  a  Wassermann  test  of  the 
blood  of  both  parents  before  marriage.  If  such  a  test  were  made  on  every 
woman  during  pregnancy,  most  cases  could  be  prevented,  since  proper 
treatment  of  the  mother  begun  even  as  late  as  the  fourth  month  will  nearly 
always  insure  a  healthy  child. 

It  may  not  be  a  pleasant  subject  to  consider  when  one  is  contemplating 
marriage,  but  inheritable  tendencies  must  not  be  overlooked  by  either 
party.  Love  may  be  blind,  but  why  not  compensate  with  a  common  sense 
understanding  of  the  elementary  principles  of  eugenics? 


DAUPHIN  COUNTY  BRANCH 

A  MORNING  PRAYER 

By  Ray  Noggle 


o 


GOD  of  this  glad  morning  bright  and  fair; 
Guide  us  this  day  in  paths  of  truth  divine. 
O  keep  us  from  all  trouble  and  despair; 

And  keep  us  steadfast  in  Thy  faith  sublime. 

O  Master  of  the  morning's  rosy  light; 

Guide  us,  lest  like  sheep  we  go  astray; 
O  keep  us,  Holy  Father,  in  Thy  sight; 

And  guide  us  till  doth  end  this  glorious  day. 

Then,  when  the  night  around  us  doth  prevail; 

And  Thou  dost  call  us  to  Thy  blest  repose, 
Then  shall  our  hearts  with  gratitude  ne'er  fail 

To  praise  Thee,  e'er  in  sleep  our  eyelids  close. 
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LACKAWANNA  COUNTY  BRANCH 
By  Miss  Janet  Reese 

THE  coming  weeks  will  be  exceptionally  busy  ones  in  the  headquarters  of 
the  Lackawanna  County  Branch  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for 
the  Blind  in  Scranton — all  hands  being  primed  for  the  Fourteenth  Annual 
Community  Chest  Campaign,  which  will  be  held  November  11-20,  inclusive. 

The  Branch  is  assisting  very  materially  with  the  pre-campaign  publicity 
program  this  year  and  is  a  part  of  the  Dramatic  Organization  of  the  Com- 
munity Chest  Campaign  Committee.  Early  in  the  summer,  Mr.  Edgar  A. 
Jones,  Chairman  for  the  financial  campaign,  appointed  a  committee  to 
supervise  the  preparation  of  fifteen-minute  sketches  for  each  of  the  thirty- 
three  member  organizations  in  the  Community  Chest.  As  a  result  of  this 
plan,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Saul  Levy,  thirty  short  one-act  plays  have 
been  produced  and  are  being  used  before  every  type  of  Club  or  Society 
meeting,  Church  and  School  group  in  Scranton  and  Dunmore.  This  form 
of  advertising  is  replacing  the  Speakers'  Division  which  supplied  speakers 
in  former  years  to  similar  groups.  The  plays  will  be  presented  continually 
until  the  end  of  the  drive. 

The  part  that  our  Lackawanna  County  Branch  is  playing  in  this  publicity 
project  is  a  very  important  one.  It  is  sponsoring  a  dramatic  sketch  entitled 
"Another  World,"  which  was  written  by  Miss  Kathryn  Peck  of  this  city, 
who  has  always  been  vitally  interested  in  the  work  our  organization  is  doing 
in  this  locality.  The  story  of  the  play  is  beautifully  enacted  by  two  casts 
made  up  entirely  of  volunteer  workers,  who  are  also  in  close  contact  with 
the  work  of  the  Association.  The  action  takes  place  in  a  home  where  a  mine 
explosion  has  taken  as  its  toll,  the  sight  of  a  young  man.  Carefully  woven 
into  the  story  in  a  rather  subtle  manner,  void  of  propaganda,  is  the  way  in 
which  the  young  man  is  assisted  through  his  contacts  with  the  Association 
for  the  Blind  in  finding  "Another  World,"  in  wrhich  he  learns  that  work,  and 
not  pity,  keeps  him  marching  in  the  parade  of  life. 

Mr.  Robert  G.  Coglizer,  a  member  of  our  Board  of  Directors,  directed 
the  rehearsals  for  the  play,  the  casts  of  which  include  Mrs.  E.  H.  Osborne, 
Miss  Anna  Russ,  Miss  Ethel  Watkins,  Miss  Esther  Lipkovits,  Mr.  James 
Wilson  and  Mr.  Kenneth  Burdon.  Mr.  Peter  Stipp,  Acting  Superintendent 
of  the  local  Branch,  is  managing  the  production. 


LANCASTER  COUNTY  BRANCH 

By  Eliza  S.   Paine,  Superintendent 

THE  most  outstanding  event  in  the  past  few  months  for  the  Lancaster 
County  Branch  is  the  fact  that  during  September  an  Auxiliary  for  the 
Blind  was  organized.     Most  of  the  preliminary  work  toward  this  organiza- 
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tion  was  done  during  the  summer  months,  and  as  soon  as  September  dawned, 
the  women  interested  called  a  group  meeting — the  outcome  of  which  was 
the  formation  of  the  Auxiliary.  There  were  sixty-six  charter  members, 
representing  outstanding  women  in  the  churches  and  Civic  Clubs — citizens 
of  both  the  City  and  County  of  Lancaster. 

Mrs.  I.  M.  Shane,  a  member  of  the  local  Board  of  Directors,  was  chosen 
President.  By-laws  are  now  being  drawn  up,  and  the  hope  of  the  Auxiliary 
is  to  do  service  work  insofar  as  the  local  Branch  is  concerned ;  hold  sales  of 
blind-made  goods  at  various  times  during  the  year;  carry  on  the  Educational 
Week  for  the  Blind;  do  social  work  with  the  blind;  and  finally,  their 
program  will  be  entirely  an  educational  one,  as  well  as  one  of  service  wher- 
ever necessary.  This  is  surely  a  step  forward  in  the  history  of  the  Lancaster 
Branch. 


TWO-IN-ONE  FILING  SYSTEM 

By  Anna  Louella  Thompson 

IN  THEIR  untiring  effort  to  discover  new  types  of  gainful  employment  for 
capable  blind  people,  the  officials  of  the  Pittsburgh  Branch  have  decided 
upon  a  plan,  which  is  another  step  forward  towards  assuring  the  efficiency 
of  the  blind  typist,  and  which  will  be  of  definite  economic  value  to  the 
organization. 

The  plan  is  simply  a  practical  filing  system,  whereby  one  set  of  cards 
can  be  utilized  by  either  the  blind  or  the  sighted  person.  Obviously,  for  the 
use  of  the  blind  person,  the  information  on  each  card  is  written  in  Braille. 
The  Brailled  card  is  inserted  in  the  file  drawer  with  the  upper  edge  against 
the  bottom  and  the  dots  facing  the  back  of  the  cabinet.  If  possible,  the 
transcriber  allows  some  vacant  space  at  the  top  of  the  card;  thus  by  only 
partially  withdrawing  the  card  from  the  file,  the  blind  person  can  com- 
fortably obtain  the  information  he  desires. 

For  the  sighted  person,  the  information  is  typed  on  a  sticker  and  then 
pasted  on  the  upper  left-hand  corner  of  the  card  as  it  rests  in  its  filing  posi- 
tion.   This  data  is  also  easily  obtained  by  slightly  withdrawing  the  card. 

As  yet,  this  system  includes  only  the  names  and  addresses  on  The  Seer 
mailing  list;  but  it  is  our  sincere  hope  that  in  the  very  near  future,  it  will 
be  adopted  by  all  departments  of  the  organization.  Thus,  we  can  discon- 
tinue the  use  of  the  addressograph,  eliminating  the  expense  of  plates,  and 
at  the  same  time  provide  additional  employment  for  our  blind  typists. 
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PHILADELPHIA  BRANCH 
By  Miss  Ruth   F.  Sargent,  Superintendent 

ABOUT  a  year  ago,  the  members  of  the  Board  of  the  Philadelphia 
Branch  considered  rather  seriously  the  advisability  of  sponsoring  a 
performance  of  the  Blind  Players  of  Suffern  N.  Y.  It  was  decided  that, 
instead  of  sponsoring  talent  from  out-of-state,  localities,  we  should  encourage 
some  of  the  blind  persons  in  our  city  to  present  a  program  which  would 
benefit  them  and  us. 

Accordingly,  on  November  1,  at  the  Penn  Athletic  Club  Ballroom,  the 
Keystone  Players,  a  group  of  graduates  of  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for 
the  Instruction  of  the  Blind  with  considerable  experience  in  dramatic  work, 
will  present  two  one-act  plays — "Confessional"  by  Percival  Wilde,  and 
"The  Workhouse  Ward"  by  Lady  Gregory.  A  musical  program  by  blind 
artists  will  be  presented  before  the  performance  and  during  intermission. 
Members  of  the  Philadelphia  Branch  and  their  friends  are  selling  tickets  and 
working  hard  to  make  the  evening  a  success,  both  socially  and  financially. 

The  Keystone  Players  will  be  glad  to  consider  engagements  in  localities 
outside  of  Philadelphia.  For  further  information,  write  to  W7illiam  Davis, 
Business  Manager,  64th  Street  and  Malvern  Avenue,  Philadelphia. 

BECAUSE  of  her  approaching  marriage,  Miss  Margaret  S.  Robins,  Home 
Work  Instructor  since  the  fall  of  1931,  resigned  in  June.  We  were 
fortunate  in  securing  the  services  of  a  graduate  Occupational  Therapist, 
already  familiar  with  our  work  due  to  her  undergraduate  training  with  us, 
and  since  July  1,  Miss  Adele  Palmer  has  been  carrying  on  the  work  of  this 
Department. 

On  October  1,  Mrs.  John  G.  Bennett  (formerly  Miss  Robins)  returned 
on  a  half-time  basis.  She  wrill  continue  to  direct  the  Department,  spending 
much  of  her  time  in  working  out  new  patterns  and  articles,  giving  instruc- 
tion in  making  the  new  items,  and  contacting  the  wholesale  outlets.  With 
this  increase  in  our  personnel,  we  hope  and  expect  greater  expansion  in 
our  steady  growth  this  year  than  we  have  known  before. 


MARY  DRANGA  CAMPBELL 

MRS.  MARY  DRANGA  CAMPBELL,  who  for  the  past  year  and  a 
half  was  Director  of  the  Department  for  the  Blind  and  the  Crippled 
of  the  Brooklyn  Bureau  of  Charities,  resigned  this  position  on  September  30, 
1934,  to  accept  her  appointment  as  Executive  Director  for  the  Division  for 
the  Blind  of  "The  Seeing  Eye,"  Morristown,  N.  J.  "The  Seeing  Eye"  is 
the  school  for  educating  blind  men  and  women  to  the  use  of  dog  guides. 
We  know  that  Mrs.  Campbell,  with  her  wrealth  of  knowledge  on  work  for 
the  blind  gathered  from  all  angles  of  this  work  in  the  past  twenty-five  years, 
will  be  invaluable  in  the  further  development  and  aims  of  this  School. 

The  staff  and  workers  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind,  and, 
we  feel,  our  many  readers  of  The  Seer,  wish  Mrs.  Campbell  many  happy 
and  successful  years  in  her  new  work. 
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PITTSBURGH  BRANCH 

QUARTERLY  REPORT  OF  THE  INDIVIDUAL 
SERVICE  DEPARTMENT 

By  Arthur  R.  Jordan,  Home  Visitor 

(Note — We  give  herewith  the  combined  report  of  our  Service  Departments  for  the 
quarter  ending  August  31,  1934,  listed  numerically  according  to  the  different  divisions  of 
the  work.) 

1.  During  the  past  three  months,  three  hundred  and  eighty-three  calls  were 
made  upon  thirty-nine  of  the  local  blind  in  their  homes  and  also  in 
hospitals;  eighty-six  others  were  visited  in  City  and  County  Institu- 
tions.   Ninety-five  of  these  persons  were  men,  and  thirty  were  women. 

2.  One  hundred  and  thirty-six  men  and  twenty  women  were  given  individual 
help  in  the  following  ways: 

a.  Free  guide  service. 

b.  Assistance  in  obtaining  suitable  housing  at  reduced  rentals. 

c.  Securing  expert  radio  and  watch  repair  services  at  specially  low 
rates. 

d.  Daily  shopping  service,  including  the  purchase  of  a  great  variety  of 
articles  to  meet  both  the  household  and  the  personal  needs  of  all 
our  employees.  (In  most  cases  these  goods  were  bought  at  sub- 
stantial discounts,  and  in  practically  every  instance,  much  time, 
as  well  as  carfare,  was  saved  for  the  blind  customers.  The  monetary 
benefits  to  the  recipients  in  the  forms  of  service  enumerated  in  this 
paragraph  were  in  the  aggregate  about  $310.  The  carfare  expended 
was  $55.  This  amount  includes  the  cost  of  transportation  for 
blind  artists  participating  in  twenty-nine  entertainments  and 
radio  programs,  and  also  the  cost  of  delivery  for  twenty-five  pack- 
ages of  blind-made  products  to  various  destinations.) 

3.  The  average  daily  number  of  blind  persons  who  were  served  in  our  dining 
room  was  ninety-five.  On  July  27,  wre  were  again  indebted  to  Mr.  Leo  G. 
Altmayer,  for  a  generous  contribution  of  fine  watermelons.  They  were 
greatly  appreciated  by  all  of  our  employees.  On  four  consecutive  Tues- 
days in  July  and  August,  our  blind  employees  were  entertained  by  highly 
accomplished  musicians  during  their  lunch  period.  The  services  of  these 
entertainers  were  secured  through  the  Music  Service  Department  of 
the  R.  W.  D. 

4.  During  this  same  period,  five  hundred  and  forty-four  treatments  were 
given  by  Mrs.  Anna  Amberson  to  ninety-one  blind  persons;    she  also 
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assisted  Dr.  Migliore  with  one  hundred  and  ninety-three  patients  and 
Mr.  Bly,  our  blind  Physiotherapist,  with  one  hundred  and  seventy-nine 
treatments.  In  addition  to  first  aid  given  in  cases  of  accident,  Mrs. 
Amberson  administered,  under  the  doctor's  instructions,  the  following 
treatments:  eight,  throat;  four,  skin;  fourteen,  nose;  forty-one,  feet; 
twenty-eight,  ears;  and  twenty-five,  eyes.  She  also  made  five  hospital 
visits  and  twelve  to  the  homes  of  sick  employees. 

5.  The  check  room  in  charge  of  Mr.  Charles  Palmer,  during  the  quarter, 
gave  five  hundred  and  seventy-eight  individual  services;  and  handled 
nine  hundred  and  sixty-seven  articles,  including  sixty-six  belonging  to 
visitors.  His  Department  also  distributed  one  hundred  and  fifty-five 
books  among  forty-eight  blind  readers.  The  total  number  of  hours 
served  by  the  workers  in  the  Check  Room  and  in  the  distribution  of 
reading  materials  wTas  1,152. 

(').  The  Information  Department,  in  charge  of  Miss  Ethyln  Harris,  received 
one  hundred  and  twenty  visitors,  bringing  the  total  number  for  the 
twenty-nine  months  we  have  occupied  this  building,  to  3,316.  While 
at  the  Century  of  Progress  Exposition  in  Chicago  during  her  summer 
vacation,  Miss  Harris  visited  the  Hall  of  Religion,  and  wras  invited  by 
the  gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Christian  Record  Booth  for  the  Blind,  to 
assist  him  in  his  demonstrating  activities.  This  gave  her  an  opportunity 
to  show  quite  a  number  of  people  something  of  the  general  work  being 
done  for  the  blind;  and  also  to  tell  them  of  the  particular  things  the 
Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind  is  now  doing  for  the  blind  in 
Pennsylvania. 

7.  During  this  quarter,  our  adjuster,  Mr.  Joseph  P.  Link,  reports  a  very 
high  average  of  satisfactory  adjustments  in  behalf  of  our  workers.  The 
limited  number  of  complaints  recently  brought  to  his  attention  indicates 
that  our  Pittsburgh  Branch  now  enjoys  almost  perfect  harmony.  Many 
small  matters  have  been  so  adjusted  as  to  contribute  very  materially 
to  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  all  whom  they  concerned.  This  work 
was  greatly  facilitated  by  the  hearty  cooperation  of  our  Department 
Heads.  The  Pittsburgh  Bureau  of  Highways  responded  very  promptly 
to  a  request  to  have  a  walk  repaired,  wrhich  added  very  much  to  the  safety 
of  a  number  of  our  blind  workers.  The  summer  season,  as  usual,  saw  a 
marked  lull  in  club  and  society  activities,  and  consequently  there  were 
tew  requests  for  the  use  of  our  auditorium.  Recently  the  Pennsylvania 
Association  for  the  Advancement  of  the  Deaf  haseng  aged  it  for  a  future 
date.  Visitors  from  many  sections  of  the  United  States  have  expressed 
great  admiration  for  our  building,  and  have  marveled  at  the  extent  of  the 
work  going  on  within  it. 
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NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY  BRANCH 

(Note — The  following  is  an  open  letter  written  to  Mr.  Latimer  and  passed  on  to  the 
readers  of  The  Seer  with  the  hope  that  the  solutions  and  suggestions  therein  contained 
may  be  of  value  to  them  in  solving  their  problems  of  similar  character.) 

Dear  Mr.  Latimer: 

Do  you  remember  that  some  little  time  ago,  I  asked  you  what  you  would 
think  of  our  calling  together  the  most  active  of  our  blind  friends  in  an  effort 
to  learn  from  them  what  is  in  their  minds  as  to  opportunities  extended,  as 
well  as  withheld,  by  the  communities  in  which  they  live  and  by  our  Branch 
as  the  Social  Agency  organized  for  their  welfare?  You  said  then,  "Go 
ahead" — so  ahead  we  went. 

On  Sunday  afternoon,  September  30,  the  meeting  was  called  and  the 
use  of  a  fine  barn  was  given  us  by  one  of  our  friends.  Walter  Francis,  who 
owns  and  conducts  the  Blind  Kraft  Shop  in  Easton,  was  made  Chairman  of 
the  meeting.  He  promptly  gave  each  person  present  an  opportunity  to 
speak  his  mind.  The  general  direction  wras  that  of  establishing  the  blind 
man's  right  and  ability  to  be  an  independent  earner.  Here  are  some  of  the 
thoughts  expressed: — 

A  permanent  store  for  the  display  and  sale  of  blind-made  goods  would 
be  profitable.  Blind  men,  with  or  without  dogs,  could  operate  from  this 
store  in  securing  sales  of  brooms,  brushes,  rugs,  and  home-made  articles. 
There  wrould  be  no  "peddling";  salesmanship  would  be  necessary;  alms 
to  the  blind  man  instead  of  a  sale  would  not  be  welcomed;  samples  should 
be  shown  and  orders  taken,  to  be  filled  on  certain  days  when  deliveries 
would  be  arranged.  The  fact  of  bargain  prices  by  large  stores  offering 
inferior  goods  to  the  public,  wrould  have  to  be  faced  as  a  challenge  to  sales- 
manship, and  should  not  be  considered  under  a  cloud  of  "defeatism." 
Blind-made  goods  are  guaranteed,  well  made,  more  durable,  and  the 
material  in  them  is  of  a  high  grade.  The  quality  of  personal  approach  by 
the  blind  salesman,  in  most  cases,  determines  the  sale,  or  the  failure  of 
bringing  about  a  sale. 

A  good  deal  was  said  about  the  blind  man's  first  and  foremost  right — that 
of  being  considered  as  an  individual  having  problems  pertinent  to  him  alone. 
The  blanket  regulations  of  the  Blind  Pension  project  called  for  regret  on  all 
sides.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  our  guests  did  not  appreciate  what  the 
State  is  doing,  or  trying  to  do,  for  blind  people  who  need  material  assistance 
— in  other  words  "relief."  They  realize  that  home  relationships  are  being 
eased  by  removing  the  burden  of  a  non-earning  family  member;  but  it 
appeared  that  the  expectations  of  those  doing  their  best  to  be  independent 
earners  are  not  being  met.  Some  had  hoped  that  the  thirty  dollars  monthly 
allowance  could  be  used  for  placing  their  business  on  a  more  secure  basis, 
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or  for  tiding  over  lean  times,  or,  again,  for  setting  up  a  small  business.  As  a 
matter  of  fact — unless  we  are  very  much  mistaken — the  "budget"  on  which 
the  pensions  are  being  figured  out  does  not  cover  such  things  as  buying 
materials  for  home  industries  in  individual  cases,  nor  for  the  payment  of 
taxes,  if  there  is  danger  of  losing  the  home.  Doubt  was  expressed  as  to 
whether  the  money,  if  allotted,  could  be  used  for  the  buying  of  talking 
books,  radios,  or  what  not — the  things  that  mean  so  much  in  the  recreational 
and  educational  life  of  the  blind  person.  The  discussion  was  entirely 
pleasant,  but  the  hope  was  expressed  that  the  whole  question  of  the  pension 
may  have  the  careful  and  sympathetic  thought  of  those  who  know  the 
blind  most  intimately  in  their  homes  and  in  their  business  ventures,  and 
that  the  laws  governing  the  allotments  may  be  amended  to  the  greater 
benefit  of  those  concerned.  Why,  for  example,  should  thirty  dollars  a 
month  be  set  as  the  upper  limit  for  a  man  with  heavy  responsibilities, 
equally  with  one  wrho  lives  in  the  bosom  of  his  family,  and  has  neither 
ability  nor  ambition  to  take  his  place  in  the  wTorld  of  busy  people?  Perhaps 
if  the  idea  of  flexibility  in  the  consideration  of  individuals  could  enter  the 
minds  of  our  law-makers,  our  blind  friends  would  feel  happier. 

The  discussion  then  veered  toward  what  the  Association  might  do  to 
help  the  cause  of  the  blind  person,  and  these  were  the  suggestions  made: — 
It  would  be  a  healthy  experience  for  all  concerned  if  each  blind  person 
would  write  the  Branch  Superintendent  a  letter,  citing  his  special  problems, 
or  making  whatever  suggestions  he  has  in  mind  for  the  betterment  of  him- 
self. These  problems  and  suggestions  should  then  be  made  known  to  the 
community,  to  those  sitting  in  authority  in  public  office,  and  to  those 
interested  in  private  social  welfare.  I  shall  with  great  interest  and  sympathy 
await  these  expressions  of  our  friends  and  I  said  to  them  at  the  meeting 
that,  of  course,  I  would  put  forth  every  effort  to  make  the  program  of  the 
Branch  count  for  more  than  it  has  thus  far. 

For  the  general  good,  we  all  agreed  that  we  should  push  the  following 
projects: — Secure  funds  for  the  purchase  of  materials  for  home  industries. 
This  we  feel  confident  about,  for  our  Woman's  Auxiliary  has  made  up  its 
collective  mind  that  it  shall  be  done — and  you  knowT  what  happens  when  a 
bevy  of  fine  women  puts  up  a  united  front.  Again,  we  hope  to  secure 
funds  for  an  advertising  campaign  to  make  known  to  the  public  what  the 
blind  in  Northampton  County,  and  elsewhere,  are  doing,  and  might  be 
doing,  if  given  a  fair  chance;  and  still  more  funds  to  assist  a  few  capable 
blind  men  to  start  news  stands,  or  some  other  business  they  might  like  to 
undertake. 

These  were  all  weighty  thoughts,  and  the  President  of  the  Branch, 
Mr.  Robert  N.  Taylor,  decided  it  was  time  to  set  care  aside,  and  to  pitch 
into  a  fine  feast  of  food — clam  chowder,  corn,  hot-dog-rolls,  tomatoes, 
pickled  cabbage,  cakes,  coffee,  and  smokes.  Mr.  Taylor  was  a  most  generous 
host — and  having  succeeded  in  reinforcing  the  inner  man,  it  seemed  to  all 
of  us  that  we  might  go  forward  and  tackle  our  problems. 

We  were  very  glad  and  proud  to  have  Mr.  Eugene  Morgret  with  us — 
your  sales  manager.    He  said  many  encouraging  things  to  me  and  he  believes 
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that  we  could  set  up  a  sales  program  here  if  we  had  sufficient  backing,  both 
financial  and  personal,  to  get  the  thing  started.  Maybe  you  would  like  to 
think  this  over  in  your  quiet  moments.  It  would  indeed  be  fine  if  we  could 
provide  employment  for  those  who  want  to  do  that  kind  of  work,  and  who 
can  be  made  to  feel  secure  during  the  beginning  of  the  enterprise. 

The  gathering  took  all  of  five  hours,  and  I  cannot  possibly  tell  you  all 
that  took  place,  but  at  least  I  have  given  you  the  main  points.  We  expect 
to  follow  this  meeting  with  others  of  an  even  more  business-like  character. 
In  this  way  we  hope  to  develop  the  kind  of  leadership  among  our  blind 
friends  that  will  redound  in  direct  benefit  to  themselves.  We  shall  at  all 
times  be  grateful  for  your  advice  and  support. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

Penna.  Assn.  for  the  Blind, 
Northampton  County  Branch, 
Anne  Vlachos,  Superintendent. 
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WILKES-BARRE  BRANCH 

PLUCK  WILL  WIN 

By  Walter  J.  Moran,  Field  Worker 

O  ONE  has  ever  doubted  the  fact  that  a  man  or  woman  who  has  the 
necessary  stamina  can,  and  will,  overcome  difficulties  despite  handi- 
caps, no  matter  of  what  nature  these  handicaps  may  be.  Here  is  a  short 
story  to  illustrate  to  the  readers  of  The  Seer  that  the  handicap  of  poor 
vision  and  other  circumstances  which  enter  a  human  life  can  be  overcome, 
if  the  person  involved  has  the  desire  to  do  it. 

Irvin  Brader,  better  known  to  his  pals  and  schoolmates  as  "Buckie," 
is  doing  the  thing  of  which  we  have  spoken.  Irvin  lost  most  of  his  sight  at 
the  age  of  seven.  He  had  attended  public  school  for  just  a  year  when  an 
accident  threw  him  into  the  world  of  almost  complete  darkness.  He  was 
sent  to  the  Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind  and  received  his  education  there. 
He  graduated  both  from  the  Overbrook  School  for  the  Blind,  and  from  the 
Overbrook  High  School  for  seeing  pupils,  in  1932.  While  attending  the 
school  he  won  many  friends,  because  of  his  pleasing  personality  and  his 
willingness  to  help  others.  This  has  served  him  in  good  stead.  Today  those 
who  know  Buckie  say  he  has  a  personality  that  is  "worth  a  million"  and 
that  he  is  the  life  of  any  crowd.  The  loss  of  most  of  his  vision  in  no  way 
dulled  his  wit,  or  kept  him  from  being  cheerful  at  all  times. 

After  his  graduation,  he  returned  to  Wrilkes-Barre  and  was  employed  as 
a  salesman  for  the  local  Branch.  He  proved  his  ability  there  to  the  satis- 
faction of  all  concerned.  Then  after  a  year,  there  were  some  labor  difficulties 
but  Buckie  was  in  no  way  affected.  He  carried  on  in  his  work  the  same  as 
before,  and  proved  that  he  was  energetic,  ambitious,  and  willing  to  earn  a 
living  for  himself.  Last  May  he  met  with  an  accident  which  laid  him  up 
for  some  time.  It  was  during  this  period  that  more  difficulties  arose  at  the 
W7ilkes-Barre  Branch,  and  Buckie  began  to  give  some  serious  thought  to 
his  future  plans. 
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He  was  a  born  salesman — no  one  who  knew  him  would  deny  this.  He 
felt  sure  that  there  was  a  place  for  him  somewhere.  Finding  the  oppor- 
tunity to  work,  if  one  so  desires,  is  not  so  difficult.  He  looked  around  and 
finally  told  us  he  wanted  to  sell  insurance.  However,  there  were  obstacles 
that  had  to  be  overcome.  He  did  not  see  his  way  clear  to  give  up  a  few- 
years  to  the  theoretical  study  of  the  subject;  nor  could  he  undertake  the 
financial  responsibility  of  such  a  step.  "Where  there's  a  will,  there's  a  way." 
This  has  been  the  guiding  principle  in  Buckie's  life. 

After  some  investigation,  it  was  found  that  the  Philadelphia  Office  of 
the  Aetna  Insurance  Company  was  giving  a  practical  course  of  training  in 
the  work  in  which  Buckie  was  interested.  He  visited  their  office  and  after 
telling  his  story,  convinced  them  that  he  had  a  real  desire  to  learn.  They 
agreed  to  give  Buckie  a  chance.  He  is  now  engaged  in  the  course  of  study 
and  by  the  time  The  Seer  is  published,  will  have  it  pretty  well  mastered. 
His  financial  difficulties  have  been  adjusted.  The  Wilkes-Barre  Branch 
has  cooperated  in  helping  him ;  the  State  Council  for  the  Blind  has  interested 
the  Bureau  of  Rehabilitation  in  the  case;  and  Dr.  Burritt,  the  genial 
Principal  of  the  Overbrook  School,  has  lent  his  ever-willing  helping  hand 
toward  the  rehabilitation  of  another  blind  person  towards  job  advancement. 

We  know  that  Buckie  has  taken  just  another  big  step  toward  over- 
coming a  handicap,  wmich  might  well  have  downed  him.  He  is  not  the  kind 
of  a  chap  who  will  fail.  "Pluck  will  win,"  and  Buckie  has  the  right  amount 
of  that  good  stuff  to  help  him  win.  We,  of  the  Wilkes-Barre  Branch,  and 
we  are  certain  all  the  rest  of  his  friends,  join  in  saying,  "Go  to  it,  Buckie, 
we  are  with  you  to  the  end." 


WHAT  DO  WE  OWE  TO  OUR  COMMUNITY? 
Compiled  by  Helen  E.  Baughman 

u  ALLEGHENY  COUNTY  is  not  providing  adequate  support  for  its 
^  *•  social  service  program  at  the  present  time."  When  we  read  this 
sentence  from  the  advertising  material  sent  to  us  in  connection  with  the 
1935  Community  Fund  Campaign,  do  we,  as  individuals,  who  are  working 
or  have  other  means  of  support,  feel  the  personal  responsibility  we  should 
feel  in  our  Community's  social  service  obligations?  We  read  further  and 
find  that  the  amounts  given  to  this  all-important  work  have  decreased,  for 
the  last  two  years,  thousands  of  dollars,  during  a  time  when  the  cumulative 
effects  of  unemployment  are  piling  up.  Such  things  as  under-nourishment 
among  children,  break-down  of  family  relationships,  loss  of  morale  and  self- 
respect,  lowering  of  living  standards,  inability  of  young  people  to  find  normal 
recreation  are  just  a  few  of  the  many  social  problems  that  can,  and  will,  be 
lessened  if  we  work  together  in  an  effort  to  put  our  "Fund"  over  the  top 
this  year.  The  Community  Fund  of  Allegheny  County  is  the  distributing 
center  only,  for  seventy-five  member  agencies,  whose  varied  activities  cover 
all  forms  of  social  work.  Its  representatives,  including  contributing  lay 
members,  investigate  personally  and  endorse  for  membership  the  individual 
agency.    The  Community  Fund  serves  these  same  agencies,  estimating  the 
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amount  from  submitted  budget  figures;  while  the  agency  in  its  turn  serves 
the  individual  person  or  family.  If  we  fail  in  our  support  of  the  Community 
Fund,  it  is  compelled  to  reduce  the  already  carefully  budgeted  needs  of  the 
agencies,  who,  without  this  support,  must  fail  the  individual. 

Is  it  not  wiser,  better,  and  cheaper  for  the  community  to  provide  ade- 
quate service  now  through  these  different  agencies,  lessening  the  prevailing- 
conditions  brought  on  by  the  economic  stress  through  which  we  are  passing, 
than  to  allow  these  conditions  to  grow  worse  and  burden  the  coming  genera- 
tion with  our  problems — and  that  they  are  our  problems  is  something  that 
not  one  of  us  can  deny?  This  adequate  service  can  only  be  provided  if  the 
citizens  of  Allegheny  County  contribute  more  generously  to  the  Community 
Fund  this  year  than  they  have  done  in  the  past  two  years — not  only  their 
financial  aid,  but  their  time  and  energy  in  bringing  and  explaining  the  aims 
of  the  Community  Fund  to  those  not  sufficiently  informed,  or  who  have 
been,  for  one  reason  or  another,  misinformed.  Are  we  proud  of  the  fact 
that  in  a  population  of  1,300,000,  there  were  only  110,000  pledges  made  last 
year,  the  average  contribution  being  approximately  $20?  Bearing  in  mind 
the  unemployment  situation,  and  other  unfavorable  conditions,  it  is  esti- 
mated that  out  of  the  above  population  figure,  there  are  at  least  250,000 
individuals  in  Allegheny  County  able  to  give.  Upon  the  effectiveness  of 
the  work  of  volunteers  in  contacting  these  250,000  persons,  depends  the 
success  of  this  year's  campaign. 

Unemployment  relief  is  provided  for  through  government  money  and  is 
distributed  for  relief  purposes  only,  and  should  not  be  confused  with 
Community  Fund  drives.  The  money  being  solicited  through  the  Com- 
munity Fund  is  to  go  much  further  than  merely  supplying  relief.  This 
money  will  be  used  in  the  rebuilding  of  health  programs,  caring  for  helpless 
children,  and  invalids;  guidance  and  leadership  for  boys  and  girls;  and 
restoring  the  morale  of  the  family  and  getting  them  to  the  point  where 
relief  is  no  longer  necessary. 

May  we  not  take  the  song  "My  Task"  and  use  it  as  our  motto  in  the 
coming  Community  Fund  Campaign?  As  individuals,  as  friends,  and  as 
workers  of  one  of  the  member  Agencies  of  this  great  body,  who  have 
had  the  privilege  of  knowing  what  good  it  is  doing,  even  with  its  limited 
funds,  may  we  also  do  our  bit  in  making  the  1935  Campaign  a  success. 
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(Note — The  following  material  is  taken  principally  from  "The  History  of  Indianapolis.") 

GEORGE  SPENCER  WILSON,  the  able  and  popular  Superintendent 
of  the  Indiana  State  School  for  the  Blind,  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  for 
thirty-six  years,  gave  a  most  discriminating  administration  of  the  affairs  of 
this  important  and  worthy  Institution.  His  devotion  and  accomplished 
work  in  promoting  the  efficiency  of  the  various  departments  of  the  School, 
and  in  making  the  best  possible  provision  for  the  instruction  and  care  of  its 
pupils,  is  most  noteworthy. 


Frederick  £L  Cone  &  Co. 


NCORPOR ATED 


181  FRONT  STREET,  NEW  YORK,  U.  S.  A. 


BRISTLES  HORSEHAIR 

AND  FIBRES 

ALL  KINDS  AND  COLORS 


Complete  Stocks  Always  Available 


Quotations,  Samples  and  Information  on  all  Brush  Materials 
furnished  on  request. 


When  You  Need 


Bunch  Bags,  Handle  Cones, 
All  Over  Broom  Bags, 
Individual  Broom  Slips 

Write  us  for  samples  and  prices. 
WE  ARE  THE  LARGEST 
producers  of  paper  broom  bags. 
We  specialize  on  the  needs  of 
the  broom  manufacturers.  Our 
equipment  enables  us  to  offer 
you  the  best  service  at  competi- 
tive prices. 

An  Inquiry  will  be  appreciated. 

THE  KENNEDY  CAR 
LINER  &  BAG  CO. 

SHELBYVILLE,  INDIANA 


Have  Your 

Piano  Tuned  and 
Repaired 

By  a 

Local  Blind  Tuner 

All  Work  Guaranteed 


Pennsylvania  Association 
for  the  Blind 

For  address  of  nearest  Associa- 
tion Branch  Office  see  Page  2. 


THE  SEER  23 

Mr.  Wilson  gained  his  early  educational  discipline  in  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  city,  Greenfield,  Indiana.  After  he  completed  the  curriculum 
of  the  High  School,  he  was  matriculated  in  the  University  of  Indiana, 
Bloomington,  where  he  pursued  an  elective  course,  taking  special  studies 
and  remaining  a  student  of  the  University  for  a  period  of  five  terms. 

Mr.  Wilson  early  determined  to  adopt  the  pedagogic  profession  and  in 
this  field  he  initiated  his  successful  labors  as  teacher  in  the  district  schools. 
His  record  of  excellent  achievement  gained  for  him  advancement  in  his 
profession,  and,  in  1881,  he  became  Principal  of  the  public  schools  of  Cleve- 
land, Hancock  County,  Indiana,  which  position  he  retained  for  one  year, 
and  at  the  end  of  which  he  assumed  the  principalship  of  the  public  schools 
of  Charlottesville,  Indiana,  where  he  remained  two  years.  For  the  ensuing 
year,  he  held  a  similar  position  at  Fortville,  Indiana,  after  which  he  had  the 
distinction  of  setting  at  naught  all  application  of  the  scriptural  aphorism 
that  "A  prophet  is  not  without  honor  save  in  his  own  country";  for  he 
became  principal  of  the  high  school  of  Greenfield.  Here  he  made  a  splendid 
record  for  effective  work  as  an  educator  and  here  also  his  popularity  was  of 
the  most  unequivocal  order.  He  held  this  position  for  six  years,  and  for  the 
following  seven  years,  he  held  the  position  of  Superintendent  of  the  public 
schools  of  Greenfield,  in  which  connection  he  not  only  heightened  his  reputa- 
tion as  an  educator,  but  proved  his  fine  administrative  abilities. 

Immediately  after  assuming  the  superintendency  of  the  Indiana  State 
School  for  the  Blind,  Mr.  Wilson  began  an  extensive  study  of  the  sightless. 
He  has  read  considerable  literature  in  which  blind  characters  are  portrayed 
and  has  made  a  thorough  study  of  the  cause  and  prevention  of  blindness. 
He  visited  most  of  the  schools  for  the  blind  in  the  United  States,  Canada, 
and  Europe,  and  has  kept  in  close  touch  with  the  curricula  and  the  activities 
of  the  different  schools.  Above  all,  he  has  maintained  a  keen  interest  in  the 
development  of  the  blind  youth  spiritually,  mentally,  and  physically. 

Due  to  his  resignation  from  the  Indiana  State  School  for  the  Blind  on 
March  9,  1934,  Mr.  Wilson's  many  friends,  young  and  old,  can  not  help 
but  miss  his  helpful  talks  and  sound  advice  which  were  an  inspiration  to 
all  who  came  under  his  influence. 


Make  your  last  Will  and  Testament  in  favor  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind,  Inc. 
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